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effcft, that effeft we greatly apprehend may Hot continue 
longer than whilft the fword is held up. To render the Colo* 
nies permanently advantageous, they muft be fatisfied with 
their condition. That fatisfadtion we fee no chance of reftor- 
ing, whatever meafurcs may be purfued, except by recuring 
in the whole to the wife and falutary principles on which the 
Stamp Aft was repealed. 

Richmond^ Rockingham^ 
Portland^ Abergavetwj^ 

Abingdon^ Leinfter^ 
Kingf Craven, 

Effingham, Fitzwilltam* 
Ponfonby, 

Oil the i8th of May there was ^ debate on the third 
reading of the Bill for fecuring the military from a trial in 
America for murders charged to be committed in fupport of 
Governmenti 

The debate was opehed by the EARL OF BUCKING- Earl of 
HAMSHIRE, who confefled this to be the moft exceptionablCj^u^g* 
of the American meafures, but thought it was excufed by * "* 
neceffity. 

He was iaftfwered by Lord Shelburne, who fpoke with great 
ability, fpirit, and knowledge of the fubjeft; 

The Lords Denbigh, Sandwich, and the Chahcellor, werd 
the chief fupporters of the BilL The Duke of Manchefteif 
fpoke with that grace of manner and elegance of language 
which fo peculiarly diflinguifh him* 

TheMARC^ISOFROCKINGHAMfpokeiatemthedebatc^MarquUot 
His fpeech lafted near three quarters of an hour ; never was Rocking^ 
more attention given to a fpeaker on any occ&fion^ He fpoke *"* 
with all the weight and authority of an able flatefman, and 
Jill the feeling of a patriot, deeply cbncemed foi^ the intereft 
of his country. He entered fully into the civil policy which 
had originally given rife to the difturbances in AmeHca^ and in 
tonfequende produced bills and regulations fo ill calculated to 
allay them. He took poft upon the meafure of his own Ad- 
miniftration, thei'epcal of the Stamp Aft, on ^hich he argued 
with great force. He infiiled that repeal to be no mOre than 
a return to the ancient policy of Great Brittiin, from which 
the tax had been a deviation. He then ilated the new taxes 
laid on after his removal from office, aS originating from n6 
plan of policy whatfoever, but merely as the refult of pique 
and paffion ; that they wef e iii efieft confefled to be fo, becaufe ^^ 
they were afterwards repealed for the greater part, as being 
laid by the avowal of Adminiftration itfelf, in eontradiftion 
to all the principles of commerce. 
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That the Tea-duty, equally uncommercial and unproduftive, 
was left as a pepper-corn, merely for the fake of conteft with 
America, as the Miniftry had likewift avowed. He cenfured very 
feverely the do£brine of taxing for the fole piirpofe of exer- 
ciiing an invidious right, and that taxes ought to be for the 
real purpofe of fupporting Government, and not purely to 
irritate and ftir up dangerous queftions. That the Stamp Aft 
was a great objeft, and might have produced in time confide- 
rable revenues ; but to rifque the whole trade of England, and 
the affections of the Americans, in a quarrel with the Colonies 
for pepper-corns, he thought a very unwife proceeding. 

After this he entered into the particulars of the Bill, and, 
among other things, in anfwer to the difficulties affertcd to be 
laid on officers without fuch protection as was given by thk 
Bm, he faid that he thought the condition of men of honor 
and feniibility to be far worfe under this Bill i for that no 
acquittal could be honorable, where the profeoitor had not 
the ufual means of fecuring a fair trial. He concluded by a 
very emphatical recommendation of temper, as neccffary in all 
things, but particularly in meafuves of this nature, and in fub- 
jefts of fo much delicacy : his own remarkable calmnefs and 
fteadinefs of mind, gave additional force to this part of hisfpeech. 

The Duke of Richmond fpoke laft in the debate, and with 
his ufual fpirit, pointed his anfwer chiefly to what fell fi-om 
the Chancellor and Lord Sandwich : he concluded with re- 
commending to the penifal of the Ploufe, a pamphlet, called 
Confiderations on the Meafures carrying on againft America, 
and the Bifhop of St. Afaph's Sennpn, preached i773> before 
t^c Society for propagating the Gofpel, as containing the 
(oundeft do£brines and the beft policy. 

TheBiUpaflci 

On the third reading of the Bill for quartering troops in 
Lord America, which was on the 27th of May, LORD CHATHAM 
Chatham, attended and fpoke againft the Bill. 

He began by apologizing for the ill ftate of health under 
which he had long laboured, but that misfortune, great as it is, 
laid, he, could not prevent me ft'om layina before your Lord- 
ihips my thoughts on the Bill now upon the table j and on the 
American afi^s in generaV 

If we take a tranfient view of thofe motives which induced 
the anceftors of our fellowrfubjeits in America, to leave their 
native country, to encounter the innumerable difficulties of the 
unexplored regions of the weftem world, our aftonifhment at 
thepreient conduct of their defcendants will naturally fubfide. 
Thei^ was no comer of the world into which men of their free 
and enterprizing fpurit would not fly with alaciity> rather duua 

iiibout 
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fttbmit to tlie flavifh and tyrannical principles which prevailed 
St that period in their native country* And we (hall wonder, 
my Lords, if the defciendants of fuch illuflrious charaAers fpum, 
with contempt, the hand of uticonftitutional power, that would 
fnatch from them fuch dear bought privileges as they now con- 
tend for. Had the Britilh Colonies been planted by any other 
kingdom than our own, the inhabitants would have carried 
with them the chains of flavery, and fpirit of defpotifm 5 but 
as they are, they ought to be remembered as great inftances to 
inftru£t the world what great exertions mankind will naturally 
make, when they are left to the free exercife of their own 
powers. And, my Lords, notwithftanding my intention to 
give my hearty negative to the queftion now before you, I 
cannot help condemning, in the fevereft manner, the late tur- 
bulent and unwarrantable condufl: of the Americans in fome 
inftances, particularly in the late riots at Bofton. But, my 
Lords, the mode which has been purfued to bring them back 
to a fenfe of their duty to the parent State, has been fo diame- 
trically oppofite to the fundamental principles of found policy, 
that individuals, poflefled of common underftanding, muft be 
aftonifhed at fuch proceedings. By blocking up the harbotir 
of Bofton, you have involved the innocent trader in the fame 
puniihment with the guilty profligates who deftroyed your 
merchandize ; and inftead of making a well-concerted effort to 
fecure the real offenders, you dap a naval and military extin- 
guiffier over their harbour : and punifh the fins of a few law- 
lefs reparees and their abettors, upon the whole body of the 
inhabitants. 

My Lords, this country is little obliged to the framers and 
promoters of this Tea-tax ; the Americans had almoft forgot, 
in their excefs of gratitude for the repeal of the Stamp Aft, 
any intereft but that of the Mother Country ; there fecmed an 
emulation among the different provinces, who fhould be moft 
dutiful and forward in their expreiSons of loyalty to their 
royal benefaftor : as you will readily perceive by the following 
cxtraft of a letter from Governor Bernard to a noble Lord 
then in office. 

<< The Houfe of Reprefentatives (fays he), from the time of 
opening the feflion to this day, has fliewn a difpofition to avoid 
all difpute with me ; every thing having paffed with as much 
good humour as I could defire. They have a6ted, in all things, 
with temper and moderation ; they have avoided fome fubjefts 
<^ difpute, and have laid a foundation for removing fome 
caufes of former altercation.'* 

This, my Lords, was the temper of the Americans: and 
would have continued fo, had it not been interrupted by your 
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fruitlefs endeavours to tax them without their confent ; but the 
moment they perceived your intention was renewed to tax 
them, under a pretence of ferving the Eaft India Company, 
their refentment got the afcendant of their moderation, and 
hurried them into aftions contrary to law, which, in their 
cooler hours, they would have thought on with horror ; for I 
iincerely believe, the deftroying of the te^ was the effeft of 
defpair. 

But, my Lords, from the complexion of the whole of the 
proceedings, I think that Adminiftration has purpofely irri-> 
tated them into thofe late violent adls for which they now 
fo feverely fmart: purpofely to be revenged on them for the 
viftory they gained by the repeal of the Stamp A6t, a meafure 
to which they feemingly acquiefced, but at the bottom they 
were its real enemies. For what other motive could induce 
them to drefs taxation, that father of American fedition, in 
the robes of an Eaft India Direftor, but to break in upon that 
mutual peace and harmony which then fo happily fubfifted 
between them and the Mother Country? 

My Lords, I am an old man, and would ad vife the noble Lords 
now in office, to adopt a more gentle mode of governing Amcr 
rica 5 for the day is not far diftant, when America may vie with 
thefe kingdoms, not only in arms, but in arts alfo. It is an 
cftablifhed faft, that the principal towns in America are learned 
and polite, and underftand the conftitution of the empire, as- 
well as the noble Lords who are now in office ; and confer 
quently, they will have a watchful eye over their liberties, to 
prevent the leaft encroachment on their hereditary rights. 

This obfervation is fo recently exemplified in an excellent 
pamphlet which comes from the pen of an American gentleman, 
that 1 ihall take the liberty of reading to your Lordfliips his 
thoughts on the competency of the Britifh Parliaipent to tax 
America ; which, in my opinion, puts this interefting matter 
in the cleareft point of view. 

« The High Court of Parliament (fays he) is the fupremc 
legiflative power over the whole empire \ in all free States the 
Conftitution is fixed ; and as the fupreme Legiflature derive$ 
its power and authority from the Conftitution, it cannot over- 
leap the bounds of it without deftroying its own foundation ; 
or the Conftitution afcertains and limits both fovercignty and 
allegiance: and therefore, his Majefty's American fubjefej 
who acknowledge themfelves bound by the ties of allegiance, 
have ah equitable claim to the full enjoyment of the fundar 
mental rules of the Englilh Conftitution ; and that it is an c(r 
fential, unalterable right in nature, ingrafted into the Britifh 
Conftitution as a fqpdan^ent^l law, c^id ever held f^pred and 
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irrevocable by the fubjefts witliin the realm } and that what a 
man has honeftly acquired, is abfolutcly his own ; which he 
may freely give, but which cannot be taken from him without 
his confent." 

This, my Lords, though no new doftrine, has always been 
my received and unalterable opinion ; and I will carry it to my 
grave, ^ That this country had no right, under Heaven, to 
tax America.' It is contrary to all the principles of juftice and 
civil policy, which neither the exigencies of the ftate, or even 
the acquiefcence in the taxes, could juftify upon any occafion 
whatever. Such proceedings will never meet with their wiihed- 
for fuccefs; and, inilead of adding to their miferies, as the 
Bill now before you moft undoubtedly does, adopt fome lenient 
meafures, which may lure them to their duty ; proceed like a 
kind and affeftionate parent over a child whom he tenderly 
loves ; and, inftead of thofe harfh and fevere proceedings, paJg 
an amnefty on all their youthful errors 5 clafp them once moi« 
in your fond and affectionate arms ; and I will venture to af- 
firm, you will find them children worthy of their fire. But 
fhould their turbulence exift after your proffered terms of for- 
givenefs, which I hope and expeft this Houfe will immediately 
adopt, I will be among the foremoft of this Aflembly to move 
for fuch meafures as will effcftually prevent a future relapfe, 
and make them feel what it is to provoke ^ fond and forgiving 
parent ! a parent, my Lords, whofe welfare has ever been my 
greateft and moft pleafing confolation. This declaration may 
feem unneceflary, but I will venture to declare, the period is 
not far diftant, when fhe will want the afliftance of her moft 
diftant friends ; but fhould the all-difpofing hand of Provi- 
dence prevent me fi'om affording her my poor afliftance, my 
prayers fliall be for ever for her welfare. <« Length of days be 
in her right hand, and in her left, riches and honor j may her 
ways be ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths be peace," 

The bill pafled, 

On the third reading of the Quebec Bill, which was on the 
17th of June, LORD CHATHAM again attended the Houfe, Lord Chat- 
jjnd fpoke againft the Bill. ham. 

He faid it would involve a large province in a thoufand diffi- 
culties, and in the worft of defpotifm, and put the whole peo- 
ple under arbitrary power 5 that it was a moft cruel, oppreffive, 
and odious meafure, tearing up juftice and every good prin- 
ciple by the roots j that, by abolifliing the trial by jury, he 
fuppofed the framers of the bill thought that mode of proceed- 
ing, together with tlie /joieas corpus ^ were incongruous, whilft 
every true Engliihman was ready to lay down his life fooner 

than 
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than lofe thofe two bulwarks of hiis perfonal fecurity and proper- 
ty. The merely foppoling that the Canadians would not be able 
to feci the good effefts of law and freedom, becaufe they had 
been ufed to arbitrary power, was an idea as ridiculous as falft. 
He faid the Bill eftablifted a defpotie government in that coun- 
try, to which the Royal Proclamation of 1 763 promifed thfe 
proteftion of the 'EngWfh laWs : here the nbble Lord read part 
of the Proclamation, and then entered into the power veiled ih 
the Governor and Council, the whole mode of which, he faid, 
was tyrannical and defpotick : he was particular on the bad con- 
fequences that would attend the great extenfion of that pro- 
vince ; that the whole of the Bill appeared to him to be de- 
ftruftive of that liberty which ought td be the ground-work of 
every Conftitution : ten thotifand objeftions, he was confident, 
might be made to the Bill, but the cxtinftidn of the mode of 
trial above-mentioned, was a very alailriing circumftance, and 
he would pronounce him a bold man who propofed fuch a plan. 
When his Lordfhip came to the religious part of the Bill, he 
direfted his difcdurfe to the Bench of Bifliops, telling therti, 
that as by the Bill the Ciaitholick religion was made the eftab- 
lifhed religion of that vaft continent, it Was impoiBble they 
could be ment on the occafion. He called the Bill a child of 
hiordinate power, and de&*ed ahd aiked if any of that Reverend 
Bench would hold h out for baptifm. He touched again upon 
the unlimited power of the Governor, in appointing all the 
Members, and who might confift of Roman Catholicks only. 

His Lordfhip then took notice of an amendment which had 
been made in the Houfe of Commons, which was a new claufe, 
repealing fo much of the A&. of Reformation, of the ift (rf 
Elizabeth, as relates to the oath of fupremacy, and fubftituting 
a common oath of allegiance in its place. 

This Aft of Elizabeth, he faid, had always been Ictokednpon 
as one, that the Legiflature had no more right to repeal, than 
they had the Great Charter, or the Bill of Rights. But in 
this he was greatly miftaken ; for though feveral of the Rev. 
Bench were prefent, not one of them made the fmallcft otjjec- 
tion to the claufe j — ^they all divided with the Miniftry. 

Lord Dartmouth fpoke a few words in reply to Lord Cha- 
tham. 

Lord Lyttelton alfo fpoke a few words in defence of Admini- 
flration. 

After which the Houfe divided. For the Bill, 26. Againfl 
It, 7. 

The following Lords were the Minority : The Duke of GIou* 
ceflef, the EarE Chatham, Coventry, EflBngham, and Spen- 
cer, the Lords Sandys and King. 

The 
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TUc fcffioH w?^s clofcd on the 2 2d 4ay of Jime> by tUc Eang, 
with the following Speech : 

My Lords and GMNTLEMENt 
T HAVE oh fervid %vith the i^moft foAsfoEiim^ the many eminent 

j^fi y^ ^^'^ ^ven of yqur zealous and prudent attention to thi 
fuUick Jerwe, during the courfe of this very inter eft ing feffion (f 
ParUanMUt* 

The neceffitj of providing fome effeHuat remedy for the greai and 
manifold mifchiefsy both pubJick and private^ orymg from the im^ 
paired ^te of toe Gold Coin, induced me, at the opening of the fef" 
Jion, to recommetui that important objeEi to your confideration : in the 
feveral mea/ures you have taken for the redrefs ofthofe evils, you have 
fuf^fiently manifejled as well your regard to the general credit and 
conmnrcial inter efts of the kingdom, as tQ. the imt^£at^ eafe and aC'- 
commodation of my people. 

The very peculiar circumftcuices of embarrajfment in which the 
province of ^uhec was involved, had rendered the proper adjuftment^ 
and regulation of the govertiment thereof, a matter of no Jmall diffi" 
culty. The bill which you prepared for that purpofe, and to which I 
have now given my ajfent, is founded on the tdeatfft principles of 
juftice atul humanity ; and will, I doubt not, have the heft effeSs i^ 
quieting the minds i and promoting the happinefs, of my Canadian 
fuhjeSs. 

I have long feen, with concern, a dangerous Jjirit of reftflance 
to my governmetit, and to the execution of the laws, prevailing in tie 
province of Maffachi^efs Bay, in New England. It proceeded at 
length tojuch an extremity, as to render your immediate mterpofitiom 
indifpenfably neceffary ; and you have accordifigly made prov^on, as 
well for the fupprefftom of the prefent diforders, as for the prevention 
of the like in future. The tetnper andfirmnefs with which you have 
conduced yourf elves in this important buftnefs, and the general con^ 
currence with which the refdution of maintaining the authority of the 
laws in every part of my dominions hath been adopted and fupported^ 
cannot fail of giving the greateft weight to the meafures which have 
been toe refult of your deliberations. Nothing that depends on mejbdl 
he wanting to render them effeBuak It is my moft anxh^s defire ta 
fee my deluded fubjeBs, in that part of the world, returning to a 
fmft oftjmr duty, acquiefdng in thatjuft fidfordination to the autho* 
rit), and maintaining that £ie regard to tie commercial interefts of 
fbis country, which muftever be wfeparaUy conne8ed with their own 
real profperity and advantage^ 

Nothing material has happened, fince your meeting, with reJ^B i9 
the war between Ri^ffa and the Porte ; and it is with pleqfure I can 
itforen you^ that the very friendly ajftsranca which I continue to re** 

ivefrom the tmghhuring powers^ give me the Jhrongeft reafon to 

believe 
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MUve that they have the fame good difpofttiofts as ni^elf^ to preferve 
the tranquillity of the rejl of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I thank you for the fupplies which you have fo cheerfully given / 
and I fee with great fatisfaEHon, thiit, notwithjlanding the ample 
grants you have made for the fever al eflahlifbrnents, and the compent^ 
fation which has been fo properly provided for the holders of the deficit' 
ent Gold Coin, you hav^ been able to make a further progrefs in the 
reduilion of the National Debt. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I have fiothing to recommend to you, but that you would carry inU 
your re/pe^ive counties the fame ajfeElionate attachment to my perfon 
and government, and the fame zeal for the maintefumce of the publick 
welfare, which have diftinguifhed all your proceedings in thisfeffion 
of Parliament. 

The following Lifts were handed about at this time. 
PEERS who Vote in Support of the prefent Court Meafurcs. 



Ancafter 

Argyll 

Afhburnham 

Aylesford 

Bathurft 

Beaufort 

Bolingbroke 

Bofton 

Bridge water 

Briflol 

Bruce 

Buccleugh 

Bucks 

Cadogan 

Carlifle 

Caftleha\^n 

Chandos 

Cornwallis 

Darlington 

Damely 

Dartmouth 

Delawar 

Denbigh 

Digby 

Dorfct 



a place Ducie 
place Dudley 
place Edgecombe 

Egmont 
place Egremont 
place Effex 
place Exeter 
place Falmouth 

Fauconberg 
place Ferrers (Earl) 
place Gainfborough 

Godolphin 
place Gower 
place Grafton . 
place Grantham 

Guildford 

Harborough 
place Harcourt 
place Hardwicke 

Harrington 
place Hillfborough 
place Holdemeffe 
place Huntingdon 

Hyde 

Hereford 



place Hertford place 

Jerfey place 

place Ilchefter place 

Leeds peniion 

Le Defpencer place 
place Lyttelton 

Macclesfield 
place Mansfield 

Marlborough 
place Malham 

Maynard 
place Middleton 
place Montagu 
place Montagu (Vifcount) 
place Montfort 
place Montrofe 

Newcaftle 
place Northington 
place Orford 
place Oxford 
place Paget 
place Pelham place 

place Pembroke place 
place Peterborough penf* 

Pomfret place 

Portfmouth 



place^ 
place 



place 



place 
place 
place 
place 
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Portfinouth 


Scarfdale 


Vcmon 


Poulett 


Stormont 


Waldegrave pla 


Rochford 


place Suffolk 


place Warwick 


Roxburgh 


place Suflex 


Wentworth 


St. Alban's 


place Talbot 


place Weymouth 


St. John . 


Thanet 


Willoughby 


Sandwich 


place Townlhend 


place Willoughby de B. 


Sandys 


Trevor 


Winchelfea 


Say and Sck 


Vere 






SCOTCH 


PEERS. 


Aberdeen 


Dalhouiie 


Marchmont pla 


Abercom 


Galloway 


* place Rofeberry 


Breadalbane 


Gordon 


Stormont pla 


Bute 


Irwm 


Strathmore 


CJathcart 


place Loudon 


place 


Caflilis 


March 


place 




B I S H 


OPS. 


Bangor 


Ely 


Peterborough 


Bath 


Hereford 


Rochefter 


Briftol 


Landaff 


St. David's 


Canterbury 


Lincoln 


Salifbury 


Carlifle 


Litchfield 


Winchefter 


Chefter 


London 


Worceftep 


Chichefter 


Norwich 


York 


Durham 


Oxford 





From the preceding lift it appears, that upwards of SEKTY 
Lords have PLACES ; the fahries of which may be fuppofed, 
upon an average, to be two thoufand five hundred pounds/^ 
annum each \ which is certainly under their real value } that is 
above one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds /^r fl//«iwf for 
the whole. To them muft be added, the other Scotch Lordf^ 
and the Bifhops ; feveral who have penfions, &c* fome who 
have douceurs privately ; and feveral who are under obligations 
for favours conferred on their relations, &c. all which are, with- 
out doubt, very much under-rated at eighty thoufand pounds 
per annum more. This (ketch is fuflicient to fliew, that at leafk 
two hundred and thirty thoufand pounds x)f the nation's 
money is, every year, given among the Members of the Hgufc 
of Lords« 
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PEERS who do not attend, are abroad, under age, or 
Roman CathoUcks, 



Albemarle 


Arundel 


Bedford 


Berkeley 


Hamilton 


Petre 


Byron 


Harcourt 


Powys 


Chedworth 
Chefterfield 


Holland 
Kinnoul 


Queenfbury 
Salifbury 


Clifford 


Langdale 


Shaftcfbury 


Cowper 


Leigh 


Shrewfl3ury 


Derby 


Litchfield 


Somerfet 


Dormer 


Monfon 


Stourton 


Gloucefter (Bifhop) Norfoft 


Teynham 


Grantham 


Northampton 


Weftmorland 


Grenville 


Onflow 




PEERS who Vote in oppofition to the 


prcfent Court Mc 


Abergavenny 


Devonfhire 


Rockingham 


Abingdon 


Effingham 


Romney 


Archer 


Ferrers (Lord) 


Rutland 


Beaulieu 


Fitzwilliam 


Ravenfworth 


Befborough 


Fortefcuc 


Scarborough 


Bolton 


Gloucefter 


Shelburnc 


Camden 


^Grofvenor 


Sondes 


Chatham 


King 


Spencer 


Chohnondeley 


Leinfler 


Stamford 


Corke 


Mancl^efter 


Stanhope 


Coventry 


Milton 


Strafford 


Courtenay 


Northumberland 


i TankerviUe 


Craven 


Plymouth 


Temple 


Cumberland 


Portland 


Torrmgtoi^ 


Dacre 


Radnor 


Walpolc 


Darnlcy 


Richmond 






jSCOTCH PE E R, 




Stair 






B I S H O 


P S, 


' 


§t. Afaph 


Exeter 
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THE 

HISTORY AND PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

WITH THl 

DEBATES THEREIN, 

DURING THE 

SEVENTH SESSIONof thcTHIRTEENTH PARLIAMENT 

Of 

GREAT BRITAIN. 



/^N the 13th of January 1774, the King opened the feffion 
^^ with a Speech) which the Reader will find at the beginning 
of the Lords Debates of this feilion. 

An Addrefs was moved by Lord Guemfey,. and feconded by 
the Honorable Mr. St. John. There was no debate. The 
Addreis was as follows : 

<c Most Gracious Sotercicn, 

<< WE, your Majeft/s moft dutiM and loyal fubjeAs, the 
Commons of Great firitain, in Parliament aflembled, return 
your Majefty our moft humble thanks for your Majefty's moft 
gracious Speech from the throne* 

w Permit us. Sir, to afliure your Majefty, that we fincerely 
Iregret that the peace lb long expected, and fo much defired, is 
not yet effefted between Ruffia and the Porte; but, at the 
iame timej we beg leave to exprefs the fatisfa^on we feel, in 

Da learning 
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karning that other foreign powcfs continue ftill to have the 
fame pacifick difpofitions with your Majefty : we acknowledge, 
with the utmoft gratitude, the aflurance which your Majefty 
has been pleafed to repeat to us, that you have no other wifti 
than to fee the general tranquillity reftored and preferved, con- 
fiftently with the honor of your Crown, and the interefts of 
your People ; and we confider this gracious declaration of your 
Majefty as a frefli inftance of your Majeft/s paternal care for 
the welfare of your fubjccts, and of your generous concern for 
the happinefs of mankind. 

<< We are truly fenfible that it is our duty, as it (hall be our 
care, to employ the leifure which the ftate of foreign affairs 
allows us, in attending to our internal and domeftick iituation : 
and we cannot but acknowledge your Majeft/s great wifdom, 
in recommending and pointing out to our ferious confideration 
the ftate of the gold coin of this kingdom, as well on account 
of its very extenfive importance, as of the peculiar advantages 
l^hich the prefcnt time affords, for conducting and executing 
with fuccefs any meafures touching this great national objeft : 
we faw, with the deepeft concern,, the difficulties and diftrefs 
in which the nation was on the point of being involved, by the 
very alarming degree of diminution which this coin has aftually 
fuffered, before the evil was checked by the regulations made 
in the laft fei&on of Parliament ; and we beg leave to aflure 
your Majefty, that, impreflcd with a juft fenie of our duty ta 
our country and our fellow-fubjefts, we will exert our beft en- 
deavours to accomplifh the great work of putting the gold coin 
upon fuch a footing as may not only completely remove the pre* 
fent grievance, but, as far as the nature of the cafe will admit, 
render the credit and commerce of the kingdom fecure from 
being again expofed to the like danger. 

*« Your faithful Commons will, with the utmoft cheerful- 
nefs, grant to your Majefty fuch fupplies as fhali be found nc- 
ceflary.in the prefent iituation of affiurs : and your Majefty may 
be aflfured, that, animated by your recommendation, and e&» 
cited by your example, we wUl apply ourfelves with the utmoft 
seal and diligence to promote the welfare of our country, and 
that we win not fail to direft our attention to fuch parts of the. 
publick fervicc as appear to us moft important ; having a perfeft 
confidence that, whatever meafures we may propofe, that will 
ferve either to fecure or advance the happinefs and profperity 
of your people, will always meet with your Majefiys gracious 
y approbation and concurrence*** 
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The KIN G'3 Anfwcr. 

T THANK you for this very loyal and dutiful Addrefs. I fee^ 

with the higheft fatisfaEtion^ the continuance rf your affeBion to 

fncj and of your zeal for the publick fervice. lou may oe ajfured 

that it is the invariable objeii and the con/lant care of my life to 

promote the happinefs, and to deferve the confidence^ of my people. 

January 21. The firft day of publick bufinefs. TheHoufe 
in Committee^ 

Mr. BULLER moved, *< That it Is the opmion of this Com- Mr.BuUcr. 
mittee, that 20,000 feamen, including 4354 marines, will be 
neceflary for the fervice of the prefent year," He faid he was 
forry to aik for fo large a fupply thb year ; but it might be de- 
pended upon, that next year the demand would be leflfened, as 
the fleet now in the Eaft Indies, confifting of fix ihips of the 
line, would be home by Chriftmas next, and be difcharged ; 
we ihould, therefore, not want fo large a number of feamen^ 
;uid confequently a fmaller fupply would do. 

Mr. SAWBRIDGE faid, that the Minifter every year told Mr. Saw 
US, that the demands of the next year would be much fmaller*, ^^f^ 
but he did not fee that we could put any dependance in what he 
. faid, for the fupply afked for this year, was the fame as the 
laft, and double what any former peace required ; that when 
we were laft year driving every thing before us, and had become 
the terror of the whole world, we made a difadvantageous 
peace, and the reafons alledged for it were, that we were not 
able to bear the expence of a war, yet we had ever fince main- 
tained that difgracefid peace with a war eftabliihment, and 
therefore he fhouldnot give his aflent to fo large a demand. 

LORD NORTH faid, that though the Honorable Gentle- LwdNorUi*. 
man had faid no dependance was to be put in what he faid, yet 
he would venture to aflirm, that no man had the intereft of his 
coimtry more at heart than himfelf ; that it was not his defirc 
to maintain 20,000 i^^i 0,000 would do \ that he was very averfc 
to aik for large fuppliesi but we could not regulate our ex- 
pences by any former peace; that the fleet which we kept in 
the Eaft Indies was a chief reafon for our annual demand being 
fo great, as provifions were much dearer there than any where 
clfe J but there was a great difference between our eftabliihment 
now and in time of wsur ; that at the conclufion of the laft war 
16,000 feamen were thought neceflary to be the peace eftab- 
lifhment ; that the alarm in 1 77 1 has occafioned us to add 4000 
•more } but he was in hopes the fleet from the Eaft Indies would 
^ bome by ChriftmaS| when 3000 feamen would be dif- 
charged ; 
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charged ; and he made no doubt but 17,000 would be fufficient 
for the next year; that at the time of the alarm in 1771, our 
fleet was found to be in a ruinous ftate, and very little timber 
in our dock-yards ; but now he flattered himfelf the navy wi9 
on a refpeAable footing, and by Chriftmas next there would be 
three years ftock of timber in each dock-yard; that we fhould 
now have only to keep up the ftock, which would not require 
fo large a fum annually as the laft three yeara. 
Mr. Mr. DOWDESWELL faid, that he hoped not to be confi- 

D©wdcf- dered as an enemy to the navy, if he agreed with Mr. Saw-- 
^ * bridge in thinking the eftablifhment too much for a profound 

peace; and as his Majeftyhas aflured us that other powers 
were very padfick, and it fliould be his aim to preferve a gene* 
rol tranquiUity, he faw no reafon why the eftabliihment fliould 
be more now than at the conclufion of the war ; but the noble 
Lord had told us, that a large fum of money had been expend* 
cd to repair the navy, which was in a terrible condition in 1 77 1 j 
that he fhould be glad to be informed how the fupplies from 
J 763 to 1 77 1 had been expended, that the navy was firflered 
to rot ; that either the Minifter had not demanded fufllicient^ 
or mifapplied what was granted, 
tora^oitlu LORD NORTH faid, that he was in Adminiftration bat 
three years out of eight, and therefore was not obliged to an* 
fwer for the conduA of others ; yet he would be bold to fay^ 
that the hurry in which ihips were built at the conclufion of 
the laft war, when we could not get dry timber, had been the 
means of their rotting in feven years, when they ought to have 
lafted fifteen years ; that at the alarm in 1 771, when we were 
fo fcarce of timber, we had been obliged to contraA with the 
merchants for feveral fhips, all of which would be launched 
this year, and then our own docks would be able to fupply us | 
that the mbney which had been expended on the navy was not 
merely to repair, but to reftore it. 
Mr. Pultc. . Mr. PULTENEY faid, he hoped that the 3000 fcamcn 
"*^' would be difcharged from the 17^000, and that next year 

„ 14,000 would be thought fudicient. 

Mr. Dempfter feconded his motion^ and faid he fhould not 
give his afient to 20,000. 

Lord North replied, that if we were able to reduce the pre- 
fent liiunber to 17,000, it would be as much as could be ex* 
pc6led. 
Mr.T. Mr. T. TOWNSHEND faid, that it might be thought 

Townlhcnd ^^ifling 5^ j^im to contend for a fmgle thoufand, but he fhould 
be glad to be informed, by fome gentleman of the navy, why 
17,000 fhould be kept up, when 16^00 wearfi thought fufficl* 

ent| 
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exit ; and if we put any confidence in what his Majefty had 
laidy we could not imagine ourfelves in any danger from fo- 
reign powers. 

Mr. DOWDESWELL faid, that bufinefs called him in the Mr. 
country before laft feffions ended, but he was aftoni(hed in^^*^*^ 
reading his Majefty's Speech, to find, " I am glad to find you ^ 
have in fome meafure been able to reduce the national debt j** 
faid, that he knew of no fund that had been paid off, nor any 
navy bills difchargedj the only thing was i,8oo,oool. Exche- 
iquer bills paid off, and he underflopd 1,800,000 more borrow- 
jcd ( that we paid more land-tax than in any former peace, yet 
k did not clear above two milhons free from dedu^ons, which 
fum was annually expended on the navy 5 that, fhould the flame 
cf war break out, ^e had no money, and our credit was lower 
ihan ever, as appeared by the publick funds ; for Three per 
Cents, in Mr. Grenville's time were 97, and now they were 
but 86; fo that any e^^pence that could be faved, was highly 
neceflary. 

LORD NORTH replied, that he agreed with the Honor- LordNoctk 
Mc Gentleman, that any faving that could be made wasnecef^ 
lary; that the demands hitherto had been fo great, that he 
oiked them with reluAance ; that it was true no part of the 
publick funds had been difcharged ; but the Hon<Nrable Gen- 
ideman was wrong in his account of Exchequer bills, as 
1, 800,000 1, had been paid off, and only a million borrowed, , 
which made a difference of 8oo,oool. 300^000!. of which had 
been applied to the ufe of the navy, and the other 500,000!. 
to the difchjarge of the national debt, which, in his humble 
opinion, was fufficient to juilify that part in his Majefl/s 
Speech which had been read. That, in anfwer to Mr. Town- 
ihend, why 17,000 men fhould be maintained when 16,000 
were enough, he hoped the following reafons would be thought 
fufficient ; that, during the Turkifh w^r, the merchants trad- 
ing there had def}red to have two frigates to protect them, one 
lof which had been recalled ; but afiairs were in fo deplorable a 
ftate there, that he verily believed it mufl be fent back again i 
that the year before lafl we were obliged to fend two {loops to 
Falkland's Bland, but he had endeavoured to leffen the expence 
by recalling one } that the fleet which had been oUiged to be 
kept in the Eafl Indies, were all extra fervices, which required 
more fbrengjh than was forefeen at the concluflon of the war^ 
but though the Honorable Gentleman (Mr. Dowdefwell) had 
faid we were in a deplorable cQndition to go to war( he would 
take upon him to fay that we neyer had fo refpedaUe a fleet as 
^ prefent $ for we had now feventy (hips of the line m good 
f e|>air| an4 twelve; more would be launched ia the cOutie of the 

year, 
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year, which would make the number eighty-two ; a fleet which 
no other nation could boaft of; but, perhaps, fome gentlemen 
would fay it was far too great; yet he would venture to affirm^ 
that fhould a war break out, we (hould have occailon for our 
utmoft force, as we fhould have to combat France and Spaia» 

Mr. Buller*s motion Was agreed to. 

Adjourned to the 24th. 

Mr. t; January 24. Mr. T.TO WNSHEND defired to know in what 

Townihtnd jj^jjjj^^ the additional thoufand men, more than the peace 
eftaUifhment, were to be employed, fuppofing the 3400 men 
in Admiral Harland's fleet fliould be difcharged on their return 
from India. 

Mr. Buikr. Mr. DULLER faid, he had a paper in his hand which con- 
tained the difpoiition of the whole, but the remaining fix hun* 
dred feemed chiefly to be difpofed of among the guardfhips. 

tocdNorth. LORD NORTH got up, and faid he made no doubt that, 
upon the return of the India fleet, matters might be fo fettled, 
as next year 16,000 men would be fuflicient ; and if it could 
be done with fafety to the nation, no man {hould be more 
ready than himfelf to do it ; but he thought the ftronger our 
navy was this year, the lefs occafion we (hould have to ftrength- 
en it the next, as it would give a broad hint to other maritime 
powers of our ftrength, and they would no^ be fo ready to an* 
Hoy us. 

Mr. Greaves moved' for leave to bring m a bill to pre* 
Tcnt frivolous and vexatious removals of paupers, till thcy 
aftually become chargeable* A fmall debate enfued. 

Mr. Dowdefwell and Sir George Saville fupported the mo- 
tion, and were oppofed by Sir Thomas Clavering and Mr« 
Ongley. Leave was given to bring it in. 

January 26. The Houfe in Committee on the fupplies* A 
motion was made that the additional duty on malt, mum, cyder, 
and perry, which would expire June 24, 1 774, be further con^ 
tinued until the 24th of June 1775^ 

Mr. Sawbridge acquainted die Houfe, that on the ac- 
count of the prefent high price of malt, the brewers had flop- 
ped brewing, and he thought, before they proceeded to vote 
fuch duty, they ought to tsie the fenfe of the brewers upon it, 
and to be thoroughly fatisficd with their reafons for not brew- 
ing ; as the Houfe laying a duty on malt fo high that the 
brewers could not exercife their buflnefs, would be laying a duty 
on an article that could not be ufed, and therefore would be of 
no fervice. Sir Charles Whitworth then left the Chair, and 
the Houfe formed itfelf again* 

Mr. 
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Mr. HOPKINS acquainted the Houfe, that he had t pet!- Mr. Hop- 
tion to prefent from John Roberts, Efq. complaining of an un- ^'^ 
due eleftion for a Member to ferve in Parliament for the city 
x>{ London. The petition was then read, fetting forth, that 
the Right Hon. Frederick Bull, Efq. and thofe that conducted 
his election, had made ufe of illegal means to procure a majori- 
ty of votes ; that the fherifFs had refufed to admit perfons to 
Tote for Mr. Roberts, and fuffered feveral to poll for Mr. Bull, 
who were not qualified, and praying the Houfe to take it into 
coniideration, and grant their petitioner relief. 

Mr. BULL then arofe, and after making a fhort apology for Mr. Bull, 
the Houfe receiving any trouble on his account, acquainted 
them, that he had not made ufe of any illegal means, neither 
had any perfon, to his knowledge, made ufe of any for him ; 
that he did not wifh to hold a feat in that Honorable Aflembly 
by any unfair proceedings, but heartily confentcd to the le- 
gality of his feat being debated in that grand council of the 
nation, confcious that both Mr. Roberts and himfelf would re- 
ceive equal juftice. 

Mr. HOPKINS faid, that Mr. Roberts did not offer his pe- M'^- Hop. 
lition out of any ambition or pride to have a feat in that 
Honorable Aflcmbly, but thought it his duty in behalf of 2481 
Liverymen, who had given him there full fuffrages 5 likewife to 
deteft' and expofe any violation of fo great a bleffing as the 
freedom of eleftion. He then made the following motions : 
That next Monday three weeks, the 14th of February (here a 
general laugh — Mr. Hopkins enquiring the reafon, was in- 
formed that inftead of its being the 14th of February, it would 
be the 21ft) be appointed for debating this petition. (After the 
Alderman was fet right in regard to the day, the motion was 
agreed to.) He next moved, That the Speaker do iffue his 
warrant or warrants for fuch perfons, papers, and records to 
be brought before that Houfe as the parties (hould think fit. 

Mr, SAWBRIDGE got up, and in a very maftferly man- Mr. Saw- 
ner explained the nature of eleftions for the city of London, b"<ljc» 
and defired a particular A£l of Parliament for that purpofc 
might be read. (Here an Aft made in the i ith of George the 
Firft was read, refpefting eleftion for the city of London in 
particular.) He faid, Mr. Roberts had demanded a fcrutiny, 
whichthe Lord Mayor, confcious of his uprightnefs, had grant- 
ed ; that Mr. Roberts, before the fcrutiny was finifhed, de- 
clined carrying it on, which, in his opinion, was the fame as 
declining to ftand candidate ; that, for his part, he wiflied Mr* 
Roberts had carried on his fcrutiny, as then there would have 
been no occafion to trouble the Houfe, for he could not have 
had the leaft prctcnfions to the feat 5 that he thought the pe- 

VoL. Vn. E tition 
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tition was only to create trouble, and therefore he moved that 
it might not be referred to a Committee. 

Mr. Charles Mr. CHARLES FOX replied to Mr. Sawbridge in a very 

Tox, warm manner, and faid, that after leave was given to bring in 

the petition, it did not lay in the breaft of the Houfe to refufc 
its going into a Committee j he arraigned the condudl of Par- 
liament in a very llrong manner j faid that an Honorable 
Gentleman lall: year promifed to make, this feffions, a motion 
for making the AO: refpedting undue eledlions perpetual ; he 
wiflied he would, as he longed to hear that queftion debated ; 
that at prcfent there was a number of mock ceremonies ufed 
in the Houfe in referring matters to Committees, which he 
Ihould like to fee properly explained; that many who had be- 
nefited by thofe Committees were for them, and others, who 
thought they had been injured, were greatly againft them (he 
. hinted particularly at the condu6l of the Committee appointed 
to enquire into the Shoreham elcdlion). 

M. T Mr. T. TOWNSHEND faid, in a very mafterly manner, 

• Townfhcnd ^1^^^^ ^j^^ Honorable Member (Mr. C. Fox) had been guilty of 
many indecencies to the Houfe ; that he had, indeed, chofe 
a place to fpeak in which had formerly belonged to thofe ap3 
pointed to confider of undue eleftions ; that fomc of his prede- 
ceflbrs had been concerned in thofe Committees, and he imagin- 
ed the Honorable Gentleman thought fuch places hereditary ; 
that, for his part, whenever the Honorable Member fhould 
move to make it perpetual, he fhould give his confent, as Mi- 
nifters had preached concernmg it, and Judges had thought 
proper to recommend it. 

Mr. Rigby. Mr. RIGBY got up, and efpoufed Mr. C. Fox's fide ; he 
faid^ that the Houfe, he undcrftood, had received a petition 
concerning the Worcefler eleftion, charging feveral of the 
freemen with accepting bribes, which, if they could be proved, 
he hoped the Houfe would disfranchife the fame, as they did 
the borough of Shoreham ; and, if they fhould go on dis- 
franchifing all places that had accepted of bribes, poflibly the 
city of London would not efcape, and they would have work 
enough to do ; that a general eledlion was drawing nigh, and 
feveral monied men from the Eafl Indies, whom we now call 
Nabobs, would go down to our boroughs, which were called the 
rotten part of the Conftitution, with 50 or6o,oool. in their 
hands ; that many of the freemen could not withfland fuch 
temptation ; that, for himfelf, he had been twenty-one years in 
Parliament, and it had never coft him a fhilling, which he 
believed no Member, of the founded part, could fay. 

Mr.OnHow Mr. ONSLOW faid, Mr. Sawbridge had told us that Mr. 
Roberts declined carrying on the fcrutiny, but had forgot to 

inform 
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inform us the reafon why he declined it, which was being re- 
ftifed counfel, and that he thought Mr. Roberts had a very 
juft right to petition. 

SIR JOSEPH MAWBEY faid, that Mr. Roberts began hissw jofcph 
fcrutiny without counfel, and did not give notice to the Lord Wawbey, 
Mayor of his intention of having counlbl, until a day or two 
before the Sheriffs were obliged to return a Member, there- 
fore thought he had no right to petition. 

Mr. SAWBRIDGE then rofe, and defired to fet Mr. C.Mr. Saw- 
Fox right, who had mifunderftoodhim, for he did not fay the ^"***** 
Houfe had no right to confider whether the petition fhould go 
to the Committee or not, but that it was his opinion the peti- 
tion ought not to have been received at all. 

The motions of Mr. Hopkins were again read, and agreed 
to. 

LORDBARRINGTON moved the Committee, that eighteen Lord Bar- 
thoufand and twenty-four men be employed for guards and ^^ng^o"- 
garrifons within Great Britain for the year 1774, and fifteen 
thoufand in Minorca, Gibraltar, the Ceded Iflands, and North 
America, during the fame period ; and that the charge of the 
fame, including the half-pay to oificers, &c. was 1,376,000!. 
Thefe refolutions being agreed to, Sir Charles Cocks moved. 
That 284,0001. including an additional expence qf feveral enu- 
merated articles, amounting to 26,000!. be the charge of the 
ordnance for the year 1774. 

LORD BARRINGTON faid, that he was glad to inform Lord Bar. 
the Houfe, that the expences this year were not fo much as the "ngton. 
laft by 1004I. The eftimates for the ordnance greatly exceeded 
any before granted, which Sir Charles Cocks explained by the 
number of ordnance ftores that had been expended on the 
fhipping, repairs done to the Foundry at Woolwich, the fire 
in* the Tower, great demands from Gibraltar, &c. 

[The Houfe at this time was in great confufion, upon which 
Mr. Sawbridge arofe, and faid he was forry to fee the Houfe 
fo inattentive, when millions were voting away for — God 
knows what !] 

Mr. T. TO WNSHEND faid, he was forry to fee every year Mr, t. 
our demands increafe; that the peace eftabliftiment for fea-Townflxcnd 
men was increafed from fixtecn to feventeen thoufand, and 
he thought fome ftop fhould be put to fuch proceedings 5 that 
Mr. Grenville, while in Adminiftration, had made it his bufi- 
nefs to enquire what thofe fupplies were for, and if any were 
fuperfluous to deny them ; but we, as the Honorable Gentleman 
(Mr. Sawbridge) had faid, were always inattentive at the time 
we were granting fupplies, without ever examining what they 
were for j that great fums were annually ghtnted for protefting 
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what we called atchievements gained in the laft war, and which 
were of no fervice to us, a parcel of forts two of three hun-* 
dred miles diftant from each other, fcarce able to defend them<» 
felves againft the Indians, and of no manner of importance. 
Mr. VAN faid, that great fums were likewife expended to 

f)rotecl the Boftonians, &c. who by their condu£l did not de« 
erve proteftion ; that inftead of keeping troops there at a vaft 
expence, we might only fend them over able officers, and teach 
them to fight ; that they were numerous enough to defend 
themfelves againft an enemy, but not ftrong enough to rebel 
againft us. 

Mr. DOWDESWELL fpoke much in favour of the admi- 
niftration of Mr. Pelham ; faid that our keeping up a large 
armament now was no ftroke of good policy ; that at the com- 
mencement of the laft war we had not near the force wc 
have now, yet we proved fuccefsful ; and he would venture ta 
prophefy, that let a war break out when it would, we ihould 
lofe at firft, let our ftrength be ever fo great, as it lay in tho 
breaft of the enemy to attack which place they thought the 
weakeft. He faid we were in no fituation to go to war ; that 
publick credit was very low ; that Mr. Pelham did not load the 
fubjefts with taxes on the eve of a war, but, on the contrary^ 
reduced the intereft of the national debt one per cent, and con« 
eluded with faying, he thought we fhould foon have more 
debt than the State would be able to pay. 

The fupply was agreed to. 

January 27. The Houfe in Committee on the AA which 
regulates the importation of Corn to and from the Colonies^ 
and the Iflandg of Guernfey and Jerfey, 

Mr. ROSE FULLER made a motion for leave to export a 
quantity of wheat, flour, bifcuit, and ftarch made of wheat, not 
exceeding two thoufand quarters, to the Sugar Colonies, and an 
unlimited quantity of barley, rye, oats, beans, peafe, &c. 

A gentleman made an objeftion, faying, our harveft laft year 
was but bad, and we could not fpare any to the Colonies, for 
the demands from Guernfey and Jerfey were very great, 

Mr.Prcfcot. Mr. PRESCOT faid, he thought the Colonies had a claim 
in preference to Guernfey and Jerfey, as the former were de^ 
barred from having any fuftenance but by way of Great Bri-« 
tain, which the latter was not j that Guernfey and Jerfey did 
not confume the quantity that was exported there, but fmug^ 
gled great part of it over to France, 

Mr.FuUcr. Mr. * FULLER faid, that as the Colonies bought moft of 
their vi6hials, drink, cloathing, and working utenfils of US| 
he thought it was hard to deny them a morfel of bread* 
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Mf. VAN defired, that if two thoufand qoarters of wheat, Mr. Van. 
flour, and bifcuit, were to be exported, that Briftbl, Liverpool, 
and other feaports, might be allowed to fupply a part, znd 
not the port of London engrofs the whole demand. 

Mr. PRESCOT objefted, faying, that if leave was given j^r, PrcC 
for them to fupply any, before we could look round us, they cot. 
would export treble the quantity allowed. 

GOVERNOR POWNAL ftated the whole of the comq.Powiul. 
bufinefs in a very mafterly manner. He faid, that by our 
ncgleft in not fupplying the Colonies, it had given rife to a 
corn market being eftablifhed in North America, by which we 
had loft a trade of half a million per ann. and a trade by which 
North America had fince gained annually 6oo,oool. that we 
need be in no fear of granting leave for the Colonies having a 
limited quantity of our grain, as they could buy it much 
cheaper firom North America; that he had compared our 
prices of wheat, flour, and bifcuit, for the laft three years with 
theirs, and found they could afford to fell for nine {hillings 
what we fold for twelve {hillings, and they had a granary 
fufficient to fupply all Europe •, that if we exported any flour to 
the Colonies, it was a g reat chance ifit was not made from the 
wheat which we had imported from North America; that 
though they had prayed leave to import two thoufand quarters, 
by the accounts which lay upon the table, it appeared they 
feldom did import more than fix hundred, which could never 
hurt us ; that it was true, whenever there appears a fcarcity of 
grain in the Colonies, North America 3 was fure to raife their 
market to an enormous height, and thereby greatly diftrefs the 
Wc{l Indies ; that in this cafe, allowing a limited exportation 
would be of fervice, as it would be a curb upon the avarice and 
cruelty of the North Americans ; that to be fure our wheat 
demanded the clofeft attention, but he could almoft wi{h to fee 
the price of beans fo high, that it would not be worth the 
millers and bakers while to mix that flour with wheaten ; that 
in regard to our barley and rye, he {hould fay but little, but 
our oats demanded a ferious confideration, as the confumption 
at home was great, and, in his opinion, we could not fpare 
any, at leaft the quantity allowed to be exported {hould be 
limited, as well as the wheat 5 as for the iflands of Guemfey 
and Jerfey, they had ample provifion of every thing but bit 
cuit, which was a very material article, as it was much 
wanted in fitting out our fleets for the fi{hery. 

Mn COOPER made a motion for an addition and amend- Mr.Ooppoc* 
ment to Mr/ Fuller's motion, which was to allow the iflands 
of Guemfey and Jerfey bifcuit, and the ifland of Aldemey all 
forts of grain* llie motions were all agreed to. 

January 



JO PARLIAMENTARY A, 1774. 

Lord North January 28. LORD NORTH moved, That three fhillings 
in the pound be the land-tax for 1774. 

Mr. Saw- Mr. SAWBRIDGE rofe, not to oppofe the motion, but to 
'* ^^' lament the ncceffity of continuing fuch a burthenfome tax af- 
ter eleven years peace, and to condemn the prefent mode of 
levying taxes in general. He faid, though the land-tax wt» 
only three fhillings in the pound, every landed gentleman paid 
fourteen fhillings for every thing he eat, drank, or wore, and 
hovsrever paradoxical it might appear, if the land-tax was fix 
lliillings in the pound, it would raife a far greater fum than 
now it was at fourteen fhillings. 

The motion met with no further oppofition. 

February 11. A paper having appeared in the Public 
Advertifer of this day, charging the Speaker with injuflice and 
partiality upon a petition from a Mr. Tooke, againft a Bill to 
enclofe a common in the county of Norfolk, the Speaker, 
when he took the chair this day, made a fhort apology for 
not coming fooner (it being after three o'clock) and faid, it 
was on account of a letter which had appeared in a publick 
paper addrefled to him ; that he fhould wifh before he pro- 
ceeded to buGnefs, the Honorable Members who were em- 
ployed in the bufinefs of the petitions alluded to in the faid' 
letter were prefent, that they might declare what they knew 
of his condu£l in refpe£l to their petitions, and whether he 
merited the abufe that was thrown on him. Neither Mr. 
Sawbridge nor Oliver being prefent, the common bufinefs 
went on for fome time 5 but the Speaker, finding that neither 
Mr. Sawbridge nor Mr. Oliver were come, begged leave to go 
on with his vindication, faid, he was confcious there was not 
the leafl ground for the accufation againfl him ; that, if he was 
guilty of fuch bafenefs as he was there charged with, he ought 
not only to be drove out of the chair, but never fuffered to 
come within the doors of that Honorable Houfe again ; that 
he now perceived an Honorable Gentleman coming in, who 
prefented one of the petitions [Mr. Sawbridge came in at 
that inflant], and he hoped he would inform the Houfe what 
he knew of his conduct refpefting thefe petitions. 
Sir Edward Sir EDWARD ASTLEY arofe, and went tlirough the 
Aftlcy. whole of the charges contained in the faid letter, as far as 

refpe£Ved him, and faid, the charges of partiality were falfe. 
Mr Saw- ^^' SAWBRIDGE faid, that he was applied to, to prefent 
bridge, the petition but a few days ago ; that what he had faid con- 
cerning it was according to the inflruc^ions he received ; but 
he knew of no partiality on the fide of Sir Fletcher. 

The 
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The whole Houfe feeming unanimous that the cliarge was 
groundlefs, Sir Fletcher arofe, and faid, Jbe was thoroughly 
fatisfied the Houfe thought him innocent, and it was the 
height of his ambition to gain their efteem ; that, if he had 
their good word, he cared not what any fadtion faid of him. 

•The order of the day was going to be read, when Mr. 
Herbert faid, he thought it would be an impeachment q{ the 
underflanding of that Houfe, to fuffer fuch a thing as this to 
pafs with impunity, that he (hould therefore move, that the 
printer of the paper be brought before the Houfe. 

Sir JOSEPH MAWBEY faid, he fliould diffent to fuch a Sir jofcpk 
motion, not through any difrefpecl to the Speaker, whom he ^*^^- 
thought perfeftly innocent of the charge againft him, but 
becaufe it would be productive of much difturbance, and the 
fame tumults -that a like order produced a few years paft 
would be all revived again ; that for his part, he thought the 
letter was writ with a view to hurt the liberty of the prefs, 
and fet his Majefty again at variance with the city, more than 
any fpleen to Sir Fletcher. That as Sir Fletcher feemed 
fatisfied with the favourable opinion of the Houfe, he thought 
the motion was needlefs ; if Sir Fletcher was not fatisfied, 
there were our courts of law open to do him juftice. 

Mr. CHARLES FOX faid, he agreed with the worthy Mr. Charltt 
Baronet (Sir Jofeph) that the letter was wrote with an intent ^^^' 
to hurt the liberty of the prefs, for it was fiill of fuch flagrant 
falfehoods, that no man of fenfe, who read it, could put the 
leaft belief in it •, that he likewife agreed it would be produftive 
of bad efFefts ; but, was any Member of that Houfe, much 
more the Speaker, to be libelled in fo grofs a manner, and be 
obliged to dcfcend to a law-fuit ? No ! he hoped they would 
always preferve their prerogative, and proteft themfelves, for 
it would be an abfurdity to appeal to an inferior court for 
proteftion j he faid, would the Court of KingVBench apply 
for proteftion to the Court of Common Pleas ? That he ob-i 
fcrved the Honorable Gentleman (Sir Jofeph) dreaded the 
confequences arifing from the motion j he faid, becaufe they 
were fo favourable to the printers the laft time, they imagined 
they had a right to libel any Member, and if the printers Wjcre 
fufFered to go on at this rj^te, they would next claim, as one of 
their privileges, the right of libelling whom they plcafed; 
that we were now warm in the matter, and therefore it was 
the propereft time to difcufs and go through with it. 

LOBID NORTH faid, he was very well aware of the confe- Lord Nortk 
quences that would arife from the motion^ but the liberty of 
the prefs had got to fuch a height, that fome meafure. muift be 
thought on 'f that he fuppofed the printer would not obey tlxe 
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fummons ; they muft then fend their meflenger to take him 
into cuftody 5 fome city Alderman would take up the meiTen- 
ger, and the next ftep would be to take up the Alderman ;- 
that the Alderman would not mind going to confinement for 
two or three months, as it would make him popular, and cfta- 
bli<h him a patriot 5 but he hoped the conduct of the citizens 
to the laft Aldermen that were confined on account of the 
printers, would be a caution to any Alderman efpoufing their 
caufe for the future ; that one indeed preferved their eftcem, 
but the other (Mr. Oliver) whom he would be bold to fay was 
as honeft and able a magiftrate as any in the city, had been 
made the publick butt for ridicule, by the very citizens whom 
he had fuffered confinement for ; that the courts of law had 
given it as their opinion, that the Speaker's order to take up 
a printer was legal and fufiicient, and he hoptd this matter 
would now be fettled, as it muft be done, and the fooncr the 
better, otherwife no perfon's charaiHier was fafe. 
Mr. Saw. Mr. S AWBRIDGE faid, he did not agree with the Honor- 
kndgc, ^yg Gentleman (Mr. Fox) that, as we were now warm in the 
affair, \ve ought to go through with it ; he thought the moft 
proper time to difcufs fuch bufinefs would be when we were 
cool ; and if Sir Fletcher was not fatisfied (which till Mr. Her- 
bert made his motion, he thought he ^vas), he would be furc 
of redrefs at law, for we had lately had an inftance of it. The 
Firft Lord of the Admiralty had obtained 2000I. damages from 
the printer of the London Evening Poft for a libel againft 
him; that as to an Alderman wi{hing to gain popularity by 
confinement, he could fay nothing to it ; but concluded his 
fpeech with thefe words : If this bufinefs fhould come before 
me, I will difmifs the printer. I have no hopes of gaining 
popularity or gratuity by fo doing ; I cannot bear confinement; 
I love liberty, and if I fhould be taken into cuftody, I fhall 
have this confolation, that I am fuffering for the good of my 
country. 

He was replied to by Mr. Jenkinfon and Sir Harbord Har- 
bord, who fpoke very ably, but nearly the fame as Lord North 
had done. 
^- Mr. DOWDESWELL then faid, the noble Lord ima- 

wclL * ' glided the printer would not obey the Speaker's fummons ; it 
was his opinion the printer would ; and fuppofe he fhould 
inform them the author of the letter was Mr. Wilkes, what 
would they do to him ? Why, nothing. That he had a great 
eftcem for the liberty of the prefs, but he thought that liberty 
wsis greatly abufed, and hoped to fee fome able regulations 
made in it, but not the liberty deftroyed ; that he plainly fore- 
&w, unlcfs fome proper methods were taken to oorreft thofc 
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Rbufesy the Legiilature would be obllgcdj in its own defeiice> 
to cleftroy it entirely, let what would be the confequence. 

Sir WILLIAM MEREDITH f^id, tljc author being give^i si' wmian* 
up, fliould not exculpate thofe dark and infamous incendiaries^ Meredith, 
printers, who kept their prefles open, and were glad of an pp-« 
portunity to flab any man's character, fo that it would make 
their paper fell ; that he looked upon printers to be the paoft 
libellous and unworthy fet of men we had. 

Mr. Herbert's motion was going to be read, when Mr. Mr. DentfU 
DEMPSTER arofe, and fpoke nearly as follows : We are talk- *«'• 
ing of preferving our power : let us confider of what . our 
power confids.— -Is it not the power of the people ? Can we 
deftroy their liberty without our own? And I look upon this 
motion to be levelled entirely at the grcateft of bleffings we 
enjoy, the liberty of the prefs ; a liberty. Sir, that is the means 
pf our publick money being expended fo well as it is ; it keeps 
great men boneft through fear of being expofed ; and thofe 
that opprefs the people now, would opp^efs them ten times 
fnore, was it not for the cenfure they are liable to through 
this channel. The liberty is abufed, I own; but I thinks 
before fuch a motion was made, it would have been proper 
for the Houfe to come to a refolution of your innocence, and 
let it be recorded in the Journals. I have no doubt, Sir, of 
Jrour innocence, and the letter alluded to being a libel 5 but I 
think we are too precipitate in our proceeding?. 

Mr. WARD faid, it was an idle notion the city of London Mr. WatA 
entertained, th^t the Speaker cannot command them to 
appear. He alked what were their privileges more than the 
city of Worcefter, or any other city ? Had they not lately had 
an inftance of the Speaker fummoning people from Worcefter^ 
and h^d they not attended ? He iaid, he fhould like to have this 
matter finally determined, whether they h^^d an authority in 
the city, or not. If their power was to be reftrained, he 
would fay to them what Oliver Cromwell faid to thofe that 
fiUed their feats in his time, * You ^arc no Parliament.* 

A motion was then made, " That the letter in the Publick 
AdyeEtiier of this date, addrefled to Sii* Fletcher Norton^ 
Kpjght, Speaker of this Houfe, is a falfe, fcandalous, and ma- 
licious libel, conttary to all law or juftice, and an open violation 
of the privileges of this Hdufe." 

The qiieilion was put, whethet* the above ihould pafs^ ancl 
agree4 to n^m. con. 

Mr. Herbert then moved "That the Printer of the Publick 
Advertifer be ordered to attend this Houfe on the 14th inila^it.'^ 
^{id i^e ff^ ordered ^oordinglj. 
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FcbHiary 14. The printer attended according toorder, and 
was called in ; and being afked to make his defence, he faid, 
« I received the letter from Mr. Home. I was the more in- 
duced to believe the contents true, becaufe I faw the copies of 
two petitions, the one figned Thomas De Grey, Efq. the other 
William Tooke, Efq. I did not read the former part of the 
letter, which negledt will, I hope, be imputed to that hurry 
which the nature of my bufinefs fubjefts me to.'* 

The Clerk having taken down this part of his exculpatory 
addrefe, the Speaker aiked, if that was all he had to fay in his 
defence ? He replied, <« During the courfe of twenty years in 
which I have been in buflnefs, I never before incurred the diC- 
pleafure of this Houfe. I have voluntarily obeyed the fum- 
mons, and throw myfelf upon the mercy of the Houfe.'* 

He was then interrogated by a Member, whether he knew 
Mr. Home's chriftian name ? He anfwered, «< John." Whe- 
ther Mr. Home was a clergyman ? His reply was, ** He is 
deemed fo." He was queftioned as to the place of Mr. Home's 
refidencc, and the profefSon he followed? He anfwered, after 
fome hesitation, ** That Mr. Home lived, he believed, at 
Brentford, and officiated as curate there." 

He was then ordered to withdraw, and the debate was opened 
by Mr. Herbert, who, after expatiating upon the enormity of 
the crime, the atrocioufnefs of the libel, and the neceffity of 
maintaining the privileges of the Houfe inviolate, moved, 
«* That H. S. Woodfall, for having printed a falfe, fcandalous, 
and feditious libel, fhould be comjnitted to the cuftody of the 
Serjeant at Arms." 

On the other iide it was alked, why they would fend the 
printer into confinement ? Had he not obeyed their iummons, 
and given up the author, which was as much as a man could 
do ? A gentleman declared himfelf an entu-e flranger to the 
printer, and faid, ** he never wrote a paragraph in his life, 
but was forry to fay, there were many Members in that Houfe, 
who, at times, wrote as fcurrilous libels in the publick prints, 
as the one in queftion, and the moft inflammatory paragraphs, 
and yet fome of thofe perfons would poffibly now declaim 
againft it. Did they mean to engrofs all the libelling, lying, 
and flandering to themfelves ? If they punifhed this man, they 
would never find another printer obey theb* fummons, for the 
ytmofl they could do Avould be to confine him, if he refiifed to 
obey their orders ; that he thought by encouraging the printer, 
they might difcover the authors, and thereby punifh thofe whp 
were guilty. 
^Mr. Saw- Mr. S AWBRIDGE faid, that the Houfe was now attempting 
Vridge. %Q yfurp an authority, which, in his opinion, they had no ri|^ 
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to do ; that, according to what his ideas were of the law^ this 
proceeding of theirs was direftly oppofite to Magna Charta ; 
that the firft time of the Houfe afluming this authority, was ia 
the reign of that defpot Queen Elizabeth, who had a com<« 
plaifant Parliament, that would punifh any perfon fhe took a 
diflike to. The next attempt was made in the reign of King 
Charles, and he imagined they would be ibrry to quote prece- 
dents from his reign ; that the moft fanguine for the power of 
the Houfe would not allow it went farther then imprifoning the 
offender for the remainder of the feffions ; that printers would 
not mind imprifonmcnt three or four montlis^ as it would 
pofRbly be the making of them, for the publick would fupport 
them, not as libellers, but men who had been falfely imprUbn* 
cd ; that the Houfe had no right to form themfelves into a 
court of criminal judicature \ there was fcarce a perfon among 
them, but was prejudiced in favour of what they were con- 
tending for (the privilege of the Houfe), and therefore were 
not fit perfons to be judge and jury in their own caufe ; that 
if this caufe was to come into the Court of King^s-Bench, and 
any of the Members were to be on the jury, the printer would 
have a juft right to ftrike them off as prejudiced perfons ; that, 
by punifhing the printer, they wou]d increafe the number of 
libels ; for during the eight months the Parliament did not fit, 
and as it appeared the Courts of Law had no right to interfere, 
the prefs would teem with the moft fcurrilous abufe, knowing 
they could not be hurt ; they would then have fome reafon to 
reftrain the liberty, which he imagined was what they aimed 
at. 

Mr. CHARLES FOX faid, he was not againft flxewing Mr. Chiri^t 
lenity to any man ; but to a perfon who had been proved guilty ^^** 
of fuch an atrocious crime, he thought committing to the Ser- 
jeant at Arms was not fufBcient : he fhould therefore move 
that he be committed to Newgate, as the proper place where 
offenders fhould be fent to, though hints had been thrown out 
that the Sheriffs would not admit him ; that the printer, to 
fhew you how much he regarded the Speaker's order, had, on 
Saturday morning laft, printed verbatim the refolutions of the 
Houfe* 

SIR JOSEPH MAWBEY faid, he thought the printer had Sir Jofcph 
a right fo to do 5 that the publick had a right to know what Miwbcy, 
v«ras going on within thofe walls ; that no perfon ought to dread 
the debates of that Houfe being given in the publick papers 
more than bimfelf, as he was often guilty of abmrdities ; tha.t 
himfelf had been dealt with pretty freely, but- not fo much h^ 
believed as the noble Lord^Lord North), yet he felt no kind oJF 
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refchtmcnt fcr the printer ; it was the author that Wa6 cul- 
pable, 
^ir William SIR WILLIAM MEREDITH faid, he had obferved the 
Meredith, debates given in the papers, and they were frequently falfc | 
for the perfons who gave theiU) if they had a mind to blatkeil 
any perfon's charaftcr, conld cafily do it ; that he had often 
^ fecn the noble Lord's (Lord North) fpeech greatly tnifrejfwe^ 
fentied, and he finccrely wiihcd ^ ftop might be put to their 
being given, 
^r4Nortli. LORD NORTH faid, it was true he could not recolleft 
^hat he f^ld on Friday laft, but he was certain he ineaiit no 
iarm to the liberty of the prefs ; that he thought the prcfs ^tr^ 
6Yi a very good footing, as it was at the printer's peril what hd 
publiflied ; yet he thought the printers more tulpable than the 
authors ; for if they did not keep open fl^ops for any wretched 
and malevolent fcribbler, we fhould have none of the abufe Wd 
how have ; that he was forry to hear the Honorable Gentle- 
man (C. Fox) mention, that hints were thrown out of what the 
Sheritfi would do ; he hoped there were no perfbns who would 
difpute the power of the Houfe ; that he fliould therefore move 
that the printer be committed to the Gatehoufe, as hfe thought 
It was highly imprudent to force ourfelves into a conteft with 
the City 5 it would come on foon enou^ of itfelf, if they were 
tefraftory ; that he fhoiild have had no objeftions to the firft 
motion, if a precedent could be found where a libeller wad 
committed to the Serjeant at Arms 5 that as to fhewing Icnity^^ 
he had no obje£lion<>, if the printer would afterwards petition | 
but it was neceirary for the honor of the Houfe, that he fhould 
be committed to fome jail, 
raptain CAPTAIN PHIPPS faid, he was furprifed to hear the vrord 

Phipps. honor mentioned in the Houfe, he thought it had been dif^ 
carded ; he knew of no honor they ought to contend fbi^ 
but the doing the duty of their conftituehts 5 faidj if they 
a£led confidently, they need never he afraid of their conduft 
oeing arraigned, but he was forry to fay they had loft the con* 
fidence of the people, 
Mr. C. Fox, Mr. C. FOX faid, we had not lofl the confidence of the 
people by the Middlefex eleftion, as was foolifhly thought, but 
Dy fufFcring with.tamenefs the m^ny infults that had been offer- 
ed to the Sovereign, and that Houfe ; that had he his will, 
ihofe Aldermen, and others who prefentcd their rfemonftraric^ 
to the Throne, fhould be taken into cuftody ; that a few years 
back they fent two Aldermen to the Tower, but fuflfercd a 
naltry printer, J, Miller, to hold them in cotitempt : that he 
nad not yet obeyed theit fnmtnoli*, and he fbppofed never 
would ; that it w^as by thefe means w^ loft the good-will of our 
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conftituebt^ ; but he hoped he fhould now prove, that no man 
in the kingdonii the Houfe of Peers excepted, had a right to 
difobey the order of that Houfe ; that if they had a right to 
fummons people for information, they had a rig^t to fummons 
them for any thing, 

GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE fpoke much in favour of the Goveraor 
printer ; faid, thi$ matter fcemed to be concertedj as they had Johofto»«- 
put up with much greater infults than the prefent. 

Mr. DEMPSTER faid, the Houfe had owned the gt-cateft Mr. Demp* 
power they had was committing to pnfon, and as Woodfall had ^'' 
not been guilty of the higheft offence, why fliould he fuffer the 
greateft puniflmietit ? that as to printing the debates, he con- 
ftantly read the paper, and feldom found any thing of their 

{>roceedings in it ; if he wanted to fte the debates^ he generally 
ooked at fome other. 

The other fpeakers for the printer Were, Mr. Mackworth, 
Sir Edward Aftley, and Mr. Van. 

Againft him, General Conway^ Sir Thomas Clavering, Co- 
lonel Burgoime, the Attorney Gkheral, &c. The other part 
of the debate was only concerning the privilege of the Hoiiiby 
ilHiether they had a right to commit to the Serjeant at Arms, 
Newgate, or the Gatehoufe. A number of precedents were 

Eroduced of people being committed to all the above places^ 
ut not for the like offence. 
Mr. Charles Fox withdrew his motion, and the queflion was 
put, << Whether the printer fhould be committed to the Serjeant 
«t Arms, or the Gatehoufe ?' Carried for the Serjeant at Arms 
by 151 againfl 68. 

He was accordingly ordered into tuflbdy. The queflion 
was then put and revived on unanimoufly, that John Home 
do attend this Houfe to-morrow. 

February 16. Mr. C. FOX faid, he had two ncwfpapers of 
that day in his hand ; that in each was a letter ftgned, << A 
South Briton," which, in his opinion, was the moft flagrant 
and malicious libel that ever appeared 5 that it was a libel of 
the mofl atrocious kind, as it reflcfted On his Majefly and the 
Government at large 5 that if they fuflfered thofe libellers to go 
unpunifhed, we fliould never be free from libels. 

He made a long fpeech in fupport of the privilege of the 
Houfe, and concluded by movihg, «< That his Majefly^^ Attor- 
ney General be ordered to profecute the authors, publifhers, 
and printers of the faid letter.'* 

RIGHT HON. T. TOWNSHEND fpoke againft profecut- Rt,Hcm.T^ 
ing the printer, as, he faid, he remembered much worfc "^^^^^^^^ 
jibek againft Government, written by Dr. Johnfon^and Dr. 

Shebbearej 
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Shebbeare, both of whom were now penfioners of Adminiftni-* 
tion 'f that the former had, fince his iirft penfion, written a moft 
atrocious libel, for which, he had been credibly informed. Dr. 
Johnfon had had his penfion doubled y that another perfon had 
endeavoured to vilify the charadters of the immortal Ruflei and 
Sidney, from what he called authentick papers; that he thought 
fuch a perfon deferved to be profecuted and perfecuted, for 
impo&ig upon the publick fuch infamous falfehoods, mud^ 
more than the poor wretch of a " South Briton,'* who feemed 
juft able to write his name, and retail from others. He was 
very fevere upon the conduA of Adminiflration in penfioning 
the Doftors Johnfon and Shebbeare ; that he had heard Dr. 
Johnfon thought it a difgrace to be mentioned with Dr. Sheb* 
beare, and Dr. Shebbeare thought it a difgrace to be mentioned 
with Dr. Johnfon 5 that he believed, however different their 
political opinions might be, they had both written libels to one 
purpofe, namely, to become penfioners ; that they had both 
infamoufly abuied the cliarafter of every King fmce the Revo- 
lution except his prefent Majefly (Dr. Johnfon, in particular^ 
fpeaking of King William, had called him the << gloomy 
William"), and he was forry to fee them driven to fuch a Ihift 
as to arraign the charaAers of the dead to make thofe of the 
living appear well. 
Mr.Stcphcn Mr. STEPHEN FOX arofe and faid, he heard Dr. Johnfon 
Tox. and Dr. Shebbeare mentioned ; he wanted to know what they 

had to do in the prefent queftioQ. 
LordXorth. LORD NORTH faid, he imagined the Honorable Gentle- 
man (Mr. T. Townfhend) meant Sir John Dalrymple ; that he 
did not know that Sir John ever received a farthjng from Go- 
vernment for his late publication ; but he would, in juftice to 
•Sir John, declare, that the papers which he compiled his work 
from were authentick ; and if they were falfe, it was the fault 
of thofe who writ them originally ; that he never read any of 
the letters till publifhed, and that the only fupport he had 
given the work, was buying the book when publiflied, from a 
bookfeller, and that at the fame price as any other perfon. 
Right Hon. RIGHT HON. MR. TOWNSHEND faid, he thought the 
Mr. Town- noble Lord had better have remained filent, for he had fpoken 
^^^^^ upon a fubjeft which he owned himfelf ignorant of; that he 
had thought proper to evade faying any thing about what he 
did not know relative to Dr. Johnfon or Shebbeare, who the 
noble Lord could not deny were peniioned. 

The motion was then made, «< That tlie letter figned a South 
Briton, printed in the Public Advertifer and Morning Chroni*- 
cle of this day, is a moit fcandalous, malicious, and traiterous 
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libel^ tending to excite infurreftionis, and difturb the peace of 
the Government." 

Mr. Charles Fox then moved, " That the Attorney Ge- 
neral be ordered to profcciite the authors, printets, and publifli- 
crs of the faki libel,'* which was agreed to, only bite diflelitient 
voice (Mr. Van). 

The order of the day was then read for the Rev. John Home 
to attend. The Speaker defired that his name might be called 
over in the lobby, to know if he attended. His name was ac-i 
cordingly called, but he did not attend. The meffenger was 
then ordered in who ferved Mr. Home with the fummons. 
A copy of the fummons was read 5 the meffenger was then de- 
fired to give an account of what paffed between him and Mr. 
Home when he delivered the fummons, and where he found 
Mr. Home. He faid, «< he went to Serjeants-Inn, in Fleet- 
ftreet, on Monday evening, about a quarter paft eleven o'clock, 
to a Mr. Tooke's ; that he alked the fervant if the Rev. Mr. 
Home was there .^ The fervant anfwered, " Yes." The fer- 
vant defired to know his name ? He replied, " Mr. Home did 
not know him, he wanted to fpeak to Mr. Home concerning 
fome bufinefs of the Houfe of Commons." The fervant then 
defired him to walk into a parlour where Mr. Home was fitting; 
•* that he then took the orders out of his pocket, and gave one 
to Mr. Home, and alked him if he was the Rev. Mr. John 
Home I" Mr. Home faid, ^ my name is John Home, but there 
are feveral John Home's in London befides me." When he 
looked at the letter, he faid, •< I fancy there is fome miftake 
m this ; but give my compliments to Mr. Hatfell, and tell him, 
that when an order of the Houfe of Commons is direfted to me, 
I fhall think it my duty to pay obedience." The meflenger 
was then afked, whether Mr. Home put the fummons in his 
pocket ? he faid, «« he left him with it in his hand*." Mr. Dc 

Grey 

• *^ Luna 14** die Fehuarji^ '774» 
** Tlic Houfe of Commom having on Friday laii rcfolvcd, neminc contradicenUf 
that a letter in a ne^vfpaper (intituled, The Public Advcrtifer, Friday, February 1 1, 
1774, ^^ purporting to be printed for H. S. Woodfall, No. 1, the corner of Ivy- 
lane, Patemoller-row) addreflcd to Sir Fletcher Norton, Knt. Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, refleding on his charader, and on his condud as Speaker of 
this Houfe, in relation to an applicatioa to the Houfe by petition for an inclofure of 
lands in the parifli of Tottington, in the county of Norfolk, is a falfe, malicious, and 
fcandalous libel, highly refl^ng on the charad^er of the Speaker of this Houfe, to 
the di(honor of this Houfe, and in violation of the privileges thereof; and the bid 
Henry Sampfon Woodfall having at the bar of this Houfe this day informed this 
Houfe, that the (aid letter was delivered to him by the Revejend John Home; 
«* Ordered, 
!• That the (aid Reverend John Home do attend this Houfe upon Wednefday next. 

"J. HATS ELL, 
ltCLDoin.Com." 
T* 
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. Mr. SAWBRIDGE then arofe, and obfervcd, that he Mr. ??aw«. 
remembered the time when the Honorable Gentleman thought ^»<lfic. 
k not derogatory to his honor to be reckoned amongft the lift ' '-* 

of modern patriots ; that when he belonged to that corps, the " ' * 
modem were as refpectable as ancient patriots ; but that the 
moment the Honorable Member thought proper to defcrt, 
from that .moment not one gentleman was to be found amongft 
modern patriots. The Honorable Member, he doubted not, 
had found out a genteeler, as well as a more profitable profef- 
fion, and he lincerely hoped he got more by that than the 
patriots did by their patriotifm. 

COLONEL ONSLOW again rofe to explain and vindicatcCol.Onflow. 
himfelf from the charge of defertion and inconfiftcncy. He 
faid, that he had always thought^ and did ftill think, that the 
moft impolitick blunder Adminiftration had ever been guilty of, 
was in expelling Mr. Wilkes for. his remarks on the King's, or, 
more properly fpeaking, the Minifter's fpeech. But though I 
was in that particular an advocate for Mr. Wilkes, was I (con- 
tinued the Colonel) therefore compelled to follow him through 
all his injcongruous abfurdities ? As to any profits he acquired 
by an exchange of his patriotifm, the Colonel declared the pa- 
triots derived more pecuniary emolument from that profeffion, 
than he did from the avowal of any principles he fubfcribed to. 
Neither courtiers nor patriots will pay my debts; yet the 
patriots had paid Mr. Wilkes's debts, amounting to 20,oool. 

Mr. DE GREY obferved, that the Honorable Member, who Mr. Dc 
ipoke iaft, had afforded much diveriion to the Houfe; but^^c/*^ 
they were met to debate ferioufly, and to talk wifely. Such 
ftrokes of humour might be very fuitable at Arthur's or Al- 
mack's, and the jocular author would be applauded for his bril- « 

liancy ; yet though he had delivered himfelf like a wit, he had 
not fpoken to the purpoie like a man of buftnefs ; he therefore 
begged leave to recall the attention of the Houfe to the .queftion, 
which was limply, whether Mr- Horhe, who received the fum- 
mons, was or was not .the pdrfon defcribcd* in tliat fummons i 
If he >vas, he was in contempt for difobeying xht orders of the 
Houfe. 

The queftion was then called 'for, and pafled, •« That tj^e 
Reverend John Horne ftiould be. taken into the cliftpcly of the 
Serjeant at Arms, and that the Speaker- Should forthwlth*;ifiue 
bis warrant for that purpofe." - , .. •„ • 

Feb. 1^1 fSlR THOMAS i^liAVERING made a motaon,-sir Thomat 
«« That.* €onu»itt^ be. appQinijedta enquire iuto the. ftate oJfciav«riiig. 
the LineiL M9Au&<^ure of Great Britain, and. leelaod^'^ He 
prefaced :bi3 motion with a number of' ai^gumeuts^ fetting fpttll 
the dcfperjiteiUte.the trade was, in.} that tfc^re \V;^.4^or>fijffi- 
i;. ' ". G a went 
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at their bar ; that if they were ftreriuous for preferving the 
honor of the Houfe, did it enhance their dignity to have the 
vcrieft of the rabble, the loweft wretches in God's creation 
kneel proftrate before them ? That in a contention with the 
other Houfe (which he feared he might call the Upper Houfe, 
for they were treated as if Uie inferior Houfe with a witncfs), 
that in fuch a contention, the exertion of privilege could not 
be carried with too high a hand j but to call forth, their powers 
againft the very dregs of the human fpecies, was afting to the 
laft degree abfurd. Mr. Burke concluded, that wlulft they 
exerted their rights as checks upon the other parts of the Con^ 
ftitution, they might expeft the fupport and countenance of the 
people ; but if their privileges were maintained upon every 
trifling occafion, againft men of no kind of weight or influence 
with the world, or againft the popular fcnfe of the nation^, 
they would fpon lofe the privilege of fitting in that Houfe. 
CoLOnflow. COLONEL ONSLOW— It was trne that he had bec« 
acceflary in bringing a milkman before that Houfe ; but he 
was far from being one of the rabble 5 he was fo rcfpeclable n 
charadlor, that a maglftrate abfolutely rcfufed to take 400I. 
bail for his appearance. The chimney-fr/eepcr alfo might, for 
aught he knew, be a man of as much confequence as fome of 
.our modern patriots ; nor (hould he wonder if a modem 
patriot ihould be found difguifed like a chimneyHweeper j 
that he begged leave to pit his chimney-f weeper againft Parfon 
Home ; a ni?n (for gentleman he could not call him) by 
no means fo rei'pcdablc as his milkman. The Colonel faid, I 
caufed the milkman to be brought before you with the 
very fame intent for which you brii'g a printer to your bar, to 
difcover the author*. Modern patriots hired the rabble to tra- 
•duce their betters j modern were as much like ancient patriots^ 
as much like Cato or Brutus, as the milkman was like a Peer. 
He added, that had he on that occafion been propejrly fupported, 
the Houfe would not now be troubled with the queftion be* 
fore them j but I was traduced (continued the Colonel) my life 
was once a£hially threatened, yet I laughed at fuch fcurrility, 
fuch futile attempts. Indeed I only ftiared an equal fate with 
fome other refpe^lable perfonages. I had the honor. Sir (faid 
the Colonel, addrefiing himfelf to the Speaker), I had the 
honor to be hanged [in effigy], onTower«Hill, on the fame gib* 
bet with ypu : indeed, in the dying fpeeches, the patriots pai4 
mc the greateft compliment, for they gave out that I died pe- 
^ niient, but that you. Sir, remained 'hardened to the laft. 

A burft of laughter enfued, which continued for fome 
piinutcs inceirantly, 

Mr! 
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Several queftions were propofed to the Speaker to be aiked 
Mr. Home. — Mr. Home was called in> aiid the queftion put to 
hiou^^He defired to know whether what Mr. Woodfall had 
iaid was the only evidence or charge againft him ? The Speaker 
faid, it was the charge ; he then faid, it was very droll, for he 
had a charge againft him ; he fpoke for a long time, and con-* 
clnded with faying, he fhould plead there, as in any other 
Court of Juftice, not guilty. He was again ordered out, and 
another debate enfued on the competency of Mr. Woodfall's 
evidence ; it was ftrongly urged on one fide^ th^t Mr. Wood- 
fsm being under fentence could not be a proper evidence; 
h was as ftrongly oppofed on the other. Mr. Home was again 
called in, and defiml to know, if he chofe to have Mr. Wood* 
fall before him ; which was agreed to. Mr. Woodfall was 
called in, and proved, that he received the letter firom that 
Mr* Home ; that it was that Mr. Home's writing ; and that he 
delivered that Mr. Home a proof of the letter before it was 
poblifhed ; that he went to Mr. Home as foon as he received a 
fummoQS to attend, and that that Mr. Home defired him to give 
lum up as the author. — ^They were again ordered to withdnw, 
and another debate arofe. Whether this evidence of Mr. Wood* 
fall was competent or not ? and it was propofed to alk Mr. 
Woodfall, If any perfon was prefent at any of the times when 
Mr. Home was with him ? They were both again called in ; 
Mr. WoodJEdl faid, no perfon was prefent when Mr. Home 

give him the letter, no perfon was prefent when he gave Mr^ 
ome a proof to correft — that when the proof was corrected 
it was fent back ; but he was not at home then, nor did not 
know who brought it or received it. He was afked the names 
of his fervants ? He gave in the names of three compofitors^ 
ibme of whom he imagined compofed it. They were both 
ordered to withdraw. 

Mr. Hbrbbrt moved, That the three perfons mentioned be 
ordered to attend the Houfe this day. A violent debate enfued, 
upon the propriety of trying a perfon, and not finding the 
evidence already produced fufficient to convift him, putting olF 
the trial to a farther day, in order to fearch for witnefies 
to condemn him. It was ftrongly objected to byMr.Sawbridge» 
Mr. T. Townfcnd, Mr. James Townfcnd, Mr. Dowdefwell^ 
Mr. Phipps, Mr. William Burke, Mr. Edmund Burke, Mr. CNi- 
ver, Colonel Barre, &c. and as warmly contended for by Lord 
North, the Attomey and Solicitor General, Mr. Gafcoigne, 
Mr. Herbert, Mr. De Grey, Siir William Meredith, &c. 
• The queftion was then put^ Whether thofe three perfon^ 
ihoukl be ordered to attend ?-^Ay^ 140, 'Noes 44. 

Feb. 1 8. The Ssrjeaiit wat-defirod to hriilg the Reverend 
Mr. Horne to the Bar* A warm altercation now arofe9 whether 

the 
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the queftions to be put to the witnefles fhould be propounded 
by the Speaker, or only fuggefted to him by the Members. 
Mr. Caven. Mr. CAVENDISH infifted that the Speaker had no fuch 
dift*. power in himfelf, and that while the mace was at the Bar, no 

Member could fpeak. 

To this it was objected, that it was extremely improper to 
fetter the Houfe with fuch an unneceflary form ; that if it was 
founded in reafon, tliat reafon ought to be afligned ; and if it 
was not, it was fitter to difpenfe with it than that the proceed- 
ings {hould be thereby interrupted. 
The The SPEAKER at length declared, that the mode of pro- 

Speaker, cecding in the prefent inftance had been agreed to already, it 
could not be therefore departed from, and that he fhould 
adhere to it. This explanation fatisfying Mr. CavendHb, the 
Houfe proceeded. 

Woodfall's tlirce compofitors were then fucceffively ordered 
in, and examined. The teftimony of the firO: witnefs went no 
further, than that he compofed the letter alluded to from the 
original copy ; that he did not know the hand-writing of Mr* 
Home, nor ever faw him write ; and that there were five other 
perfons employed in the fame branch of buiinefs. Another 
laid, that he had a tranfient view of the copy, but knew not 
whofe hand-writing it was: and the laft difclaimed the leaft 
knowledge of the matter in any ftage of it. 

After the examination of the lirft witnefs, the Speaker 
defired Mr. Home to put any queftion to him he thought pro- 
per 5 on which Mr. Home replied, that the only thing he 
Ihould deCre to know from him or the other two witnefles was^ 
if they ever heard him even Ipeak before the prefent time ; to 
which the witnefs anfwered in.the negative. 

The interrogation of the evidences being finiihed, the 
Speaker addreflcd the prifoncr in terms fubftantially as follow ; 
'* Mr. Home, you have heard the whole of the charge 
againft you, both from Mr. Woodfall and the evidences juft, 
now examined. If you have any thing to fay in exculpation of 
yourfelf, or any defence to make, now is your time to ofier it. 
I muft remind you, that you have no occafion to fay any tiling 
tending to convift yourfelf." Mr. Home, in an addrefe to the 
Chair, delivered himfelf thus : 

. ** I have only my thanks to return for the indulgence and 
perfonal favours which have been Ihewn me. There is. Sir, 
u maxim laid down by a very wife man, a maxim that hitherto 
I have found no reafon to difpute, it is, that truth ha^th no^ 
friends enough -to carry the point by vote j I truft, however, 
that from the event of this xlay, I (hall be convinced mj% 
friend'js maxim hatlji in one inftance SaHedJ* 

Queftioa 
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" Queftion from the Chair. " Is that all you have to fay,Sir ?** 

Anfwer. « Yes." 

He was ordered to withdraw. 

Mr. HERBERT then apologized for the trouble he had Mr. Her. 
given the Houfe, and added, that as the evidences had not^"* 
.proved Mr. Home the author of the libel, to evince his parti* 
ality, he fliould move, « That Mr. Home be now difcharged 
from the cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms." — ^Mr. Sawbridge 
moved this amendment^" without paying his fees.^' Mr. Phipps 
feconded the motion thus amended, upon a principle that he 
ought not to pay for the negleft of his accufers, in not having 
witnefles fuificicnt to prove the charge on the firft day ; and 
that if fuch procedure was once cftablifhed as a precedent^ 
it would be in the power of a malicious perfon to ruin any man» 
by producing frefh witnefles day after day, and thus keeping 
him a prifoner during the whole fefiions. But we have been 
4ed into thefe abfurdities, continued Mr. Phipps, by giving ear 
to falie prophecies. A noble Lord prophefied that Mr. Home 
would not attend ; he had therefore led the Houfe on a wrong 
fcent ; and his prophecy failing, no^wonder the neccflEuy pre* 
parations were not made for the event which happened. . 

Mr. CHARLES FOX faid, it was impoffiblc to fit ftill and Mr.Chtrlct 
hear gehtlemen give a falfc ftatement of the proceedings of the ^*"^' 
Houfe s he therefore mentioned the detail of occurrences in the 
order they happened. Though he was not againft the motioii 
for the difcharge of the prifoner, he hoped the failure of evi- 
dence would be a caution to the Houfe, in their future pro- 
ceedings, and particularly that the Houfe might not think the 
printer deferved any lenity for obeying the fummons, or giving 
up the autlior 5 he had done no more than his duty. The au- 
thor, Mr. Fox faid, was no objeft to him ; the printer, who 
had inferted fuch an infamous libel, he was thegreateft culprit^ 
and fhould have been committed to prifon, «s was at firft 
moved. But Mr. Fox faid, he fhould referve his fentiments 
until the printer thought proper to prefent a petition. 

Mr. HERBERT agreed with Mr. Fox, that the printer who Mr.Meib; 
inferted fuch a falfe and infamous libel deferved the fevcreft **^^ 
punifhment, and he gave notice, that whenever the printer 
prefented his petition, he fhould move a profecution againft him 
for the hbcl. With refpeft to the fees, Mr. Herbert contended, 
Mr. Home ought, to pay them, as his being in cuftody was 
owing to his not obeying the fummons. 

COLONEL BARRE then arraimed, in the fcoft pointed Colonel 
and farcaflic terms, the whole of the proceedings. He faid,®*"*' 
that but a very few days ago a Bill had been brought in, 
prohibiting any gaoler from accepting fees of perfons ac- 
(j^uitted of the crimes laid to their eharge. Were common 
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gaolers to be excluded, and was the gaoler of that Houfe to be 
permitted to receive fees in fimilar cafes ? Not (argued the 
Colonel) that I am for depriving the officers of this Houfe of 
their proper perquiiites ; but fui^>ofe we compliment them in a 
more handibme way ; fuppofe we petition the Crown to p«f 
thb gentleman's fees ; or what if the noble Lord ifiiies si 
Treasury order for the piurpofe j Treafury orders arc pretty 
things, and the noble Lord will not be difpleafed, if I think 
him tolerably expert at that buiinefs. It is urged. Sir, that 
the fees ihould be paid, becaufe Mr. Home was in con- 
tempt ; but if you difcharge, you acquit him both of the con* 
tempt and of being the author of the letter* If he is not 
acquitted of both, you ought not to difcharge him. At 
the firft commencement of this bufinefs I augured that it would 
end illy and I laft night felt inconceivable pain for the noble 
Lord ; his troops were no more prepared to defend than to 
£ght for him* I know fome little matter about the arrange^ 
ment of troops, but in my life I never faw a body of regulars cut 
fo wretched a figure ! The noble Lord has been charged with 
what I never fufpe&ed him guilty of, a precipitancy. I hope he 
will take hb fpirited friend's advice [Mr. C. Fox] and learn 
<• a little caution. Advice, whether coming from a grey or a 

green head, if good, ihould be followed. Sir, much has been 
Isud about die honor of this Houfe ; within doors, the terms 
begin with the printer's word *« punftilio," and end ^ without 
(atisfaAion ^'' but where was the honor of this Houfe, when 
Mr. Wilkes, in anfwer to the SherifiTs fummons, called the 
majority of this Houfe [I don't fay it becaufe I am feldom with 
the majority] corrupt, profligate, and venal ? Did he not fign 
that letter to the Sheriffs with his name i You had the author 
and printer in your power, where was your honor i Where 
that wonderful anxiety for the privileges of this Houfe ? yet 
you dare not attack Mr. Wilkes, but pitifully attack a man 
againft whom there is no proof, and bewilder yourfelves in 
fifhing out evidence from compofitors and printers devils ! 
We have had a great deal of found law i I wifh we had a little 
more found fenfe firom the other fide of the Houfe.' I have 
ereiy thing to hope from the noble Lord ; he is at prefent moft 
happily fituated, for if he wants law, he has but to look to the 
left [to Mr. Wedderbume] if he flands in need of common 
fenfe, his fpirited friend on the right [Mr. Charles Fox] can 
abundantly fupply him ! ^ 

Mr. De M^** I^ QREY oppofed the difcharge of Mr* Home, and 

C'cy. Yras deviating into an abnfe of Mr. Tooke, but Mr. Alderman 
Townfend called him to order.— Mr. Herbert's firft motion 
was then put. That Mr. Home be difchai^;ed from the cuflody 
of the Serjeant at Arms*. It pafiTcd. . 

Feb* 
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Feb. 21. Mr. GRAVES acquainted the Hou(e that, as he Mr.Gravei. 
was informed fome particular bufincfs was intended for that day, 
he fliould move, that the order which ftood for the fecond 
reading of his bill concerning vexatious removals of the poor 
be withdrawn, and Wednefday fe'nnight appointed in its ftead. 

LORD CLARE dclired that the Members might attend that Lordairc* 
Jay, as the bill was of the utmoft confequence. 

Notice was brought the Spoaker, that a perfon attended in 
the Lobby from the African Committee ; he was accordingly 
ulhered in, and delivered to the Speaker an account of the 
exports and imports to Africa for the laft ten years. 

The order of the day was read, and the Speaker left the 
chair ; the whole Houle went into a Committee of Supply, 
Sir Charles Whitworth in. the chair. 

Mr. BULLER made a motion, « That it was the opinion of Mr. Bulkr. 
this Committee, that a fum not exceeding 444,448!. be granted 
to his Majefty for the fcrvice of the navy, including the marine 
officers, half-pay, &c. for the year 1774.'* He prefaced his 
motion with ftating the particulars of wliat had occafioned this 
extraordinary demand j fome of which were, bearing 1688 more 
feamen than were voted ; being obliged to hire watchmen to do 
the duty the marines had formerly done ; feveral very great 
repairs to the navy and yards, &c. 5 that the 4I. per month per 
man was found not fufficient, by reafon that bifcuit, beef, 
pork, and beer, were confiderably dearer than at the time that 
price was fettled, &c. 

Mr. DOWDESWELL recapitulated the whole of Mr. Bui- Mr. 
Icr's reafons for this amazing demand, and anfwered them ail ^JJ*^^^' 
in a mafterly manner ; faid, he was very forry to fee the Houfe 
fo inattentive to bufinefs of this importance ^ that he was much 
afraid this would be a permanent eftablifhment ; inftead of our 
expences decreafing, they were every year more and more; 
that no one faving had been made but difcharging a few cutters; 
that it would be much more methodical for the gentlemen in 
that (the navy) department, to make their eftimates fomething 
near the mark, and not be bringing in after ones, which were 
always difagreeable ; that the accounts appeared to him to be verf 
high, and he fliouki be glad to have a Committee appomted to 
infpe^ into the navy accounts^ and to report what favings might 
be made, and whether the prefent demands were neccflary* 

THE HON. CONST ANTiNE PHIPPS faid, in his pro- iTic Hoiu 
vincial capacity it became him to fay fomething on this matter : Conftancia4 
he faid, in the year 1771, when the alarm of Falkland's liland '^^^ 
was, inftead of having a navy fit to curb our enemies infolenoe, 
he was forry to fay we had no navy at all ; that, what 
was ftill worfe, we had then no timber in our dock-yards, and 
it was faid that we never ihould be able to get a ftock of tim- 
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ber again ; that, in the hurry of laft war, we were obliged to 
contraft for jQilps to be built in the merchants yards j they 
were to laft three years, and fo well did the merchants mind 
their contract, that many of thefe fhips funk at the expiration of 
three years and four months 5 that we (hould have launched 
this year twelve fhips of the line and twenty frigates ; that o]ur 
navy was now on fo refpedlable a footing, that we could diC- 
patch any fhip at a week's notice ; that, after this year, we 
fhould have no occalion to em()loy the merchants yards, and 
confequently our expences would be leflened. He fpoke greatly 
in praife of the gentlemen who compofe the Admiralty and 
Navy Boards, faying, that a more able perfon than the Firft 
Lord of the Admiralty never prefided at any Board ; and, as 
for the Surveyor of the Navy, he was the moft diligent as well 
as converfant man in his office that ever was known j that our 
expences might be compared to eredling a fence round an es- 
tate, which, when once erefted, might be kept in repair for a 
trifle 5 that, as to difcharging of the cutters, it was of the 
utmoft confcquence, for it is one of the fineft engines a Firft 
Lord of the Admiralty could have in his hands, as he had fuch 
an opportunity of appointing Lieutenants to thofe lucrative and 
tempting employments. 
Mr. Tho. Mr. T. TOWNSHEND faid, he was afhamed to hear any 
Townfhcnd perfon fay, that in the year 1771 we had no navy; that he 
was much averfc to difbelievc the Honorable Gentleman, but 
he remembered in the year 1771 we were told our navy was in 
as flourifhing a ftate as the Honorable Gentleman reprefented 
it to be now ; that he had always obferved there was fome ex- 
cufe for their enormous demand ; that he might be fuffered to 
call it by that name, as the Honorable Gentleman who moved 
had done the fame 5 he was very fevere on the prefent Admini* 
ftration ; laid, in however high a light they might look on 
the gentlemen that filled the offices of State now, they could 
not be compared to the Adminiftration of Mr. Pelham ; that 
the army was never better governed than by the late Duke of 
Cumberland, nor the navy better than by Lord Anfpn : he 
fpoke much in favour of Sir Charles Saunders, and faid, he 
was the firft perfon that was always called out on any emer- 
gency, and the laft perfon thought of when any honors were 
to be beftowed. 
Mr. Edra. Mr. EDMUND BURKE made a very long and mafterly 
^iuke. fpeech ; faid, he heard the Honorable Gentleman (Mr. Phipps) 
fpeak in a provincial capacity ; he fhould like to hear fome 
gentlemen fpeak in an official capacity ; but, by the great en- 
comiums the Honorable Gentleman had paid the Firft Lord of 
the Admiralty, he imagined it would not be long before he 

fpoke 
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fpoke in an official capacity : he faid, he was fbrrf to find that 
neither the noble Lord, or any of the Treafury Bench, could 
give one reafon for this enormous expcnce, no otherwifo, than 
our navy was the bulwark of the nation, and we muft fupport 
it in defence of ourfclves, and to keep our enemies in awe ; 
that he had a very great regard for the navy, but we ought to 
confider whether we could bear this enormous expence ^ that 
by their own accounts the expence of the navy took up the 
whole of the land and malt tax; that all other exigencies 
were obliged to be thrown on the finking-fund : he faid, he 
owned his ignorance in the nature of their accounts ; but when 
the Honorable Gentleman (Mr. Pliipps) talked of fencing in 
an eftate, it was fomething in his own way, and he had often 
known more money laid out in fencing in an eftate, than the 
eftate was worth, and he was afraid that would be the cafe in 
the prefent inftance. He was very fevere upon the Navy and 
Admiralty Boards not being able to aflign any reafons for the 
increafe of their demands ; he faid, his Honorable friend (Mr. 
DowdefwcU) was apt to fpeak fafts that were very difgufting 
to the oppofite iide ; and obferved, that you might as well re- 
commend fafting to an Alderman at a turtle feaft in the city, 
as ceconomy to a Committee of Supply 5 he was very humourous 
in the latter part of his fpeech, by comparing Mr. Dowdefwell 
to a folid Englifh joint of meat 5 and that he imagined the 
noble Lord would open his budget of mirth, of which he had 
an amazing ftock, and aftbrd us an agreeable defert after din- 
ner. That, by our laying out fuch an amazing fum on our 
navy, we might poflibly render it ufelefs, as when we wanted 
itmoft, we had reduced ourfelves fo low, that we had no 
money to pay our feamen, and then our fleet would be but of 
little fervice. 

SIR GILBERT ELLIOT, in a mafterly manner, recapitu^^^ir Gilbert 
lated the different cxpences of oiu* navy from before the Re-«^^^°^ 
volution, but did not endeavour in the leaft to explam what 
this extraordinary demand was for, 

Mr. E. BURKE got up again, and faid, the Honorable Mr. E. 
Gentleman had been very particular in acquainting us what ^"^^*^* 
occafioned the different expences one hundred years ago, but 
had not informed us what occafioned the prefent. 

Mr. CORNWALL fpoke greatly againft their not being Mr. Com- 
able to inform the Committee what this enormous fupply was ^*^^ 
occaiioned by. 

Mr. PULTENEY fpoke much to the fame purport. ThcMr.Pulte* 
queftion was then put, That it is the opinion of this Commit** ^^' 
tee, that a fum not exceeding 444,4481. be granted to his 
Majefty for the fervice of the navy,- including the (larine offi^ 
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ccrs» hajf-pay, &c. for the year 1774 j which -was carrie4 
without a divifion. 

The Houfe broke up at three quarters pft fix o'clock, 
and adjourned to this day. 

Sir Edward Feb. 25. SIR EDWARD ASTLEY defired that the A£b 
^^^y* refpefting the trying of controverted cleftions by Committees 
might be read, which being complied with, he moved, ** That 
leave be given to bring in a Bill for making the faid Afts per-* 
petual." He made a ftiort fpeech in favour of the Biil^ hoping 
that the Houfe had feen the utility of it, and faid, he thought 
it ^ duty he owed to his condituents to make fo valuable a 
bleiling perpetuaU He made an apology for his not being able 
to fpeak fo much on the head as he could wiib, owing to his 
ill ftate of health. 
Sir John SIR JOHN MOLESWORTH feconded it ; he faid, Ad-r 
Molcfworth miftiflxation had been oppofers of this Bill from its firft ori-» 
gin, but he hoped no Member could be found now fo defti- 
tute of principle as to give his negative to the qucftion ; if 
there were any, their names ought to be expofed to the pub* 
lick, as the encouragers of venality and corruption. He faid, 
a chief motive of his wifhing to perpetuate it now was, that, 
on the general elcftion, poflibly a number of young men might 
come into Parliament, who, knowing nothing of the merits of 
the Bill, or who might gain their feats either by weight of 
purfe or a Treafury order, would, on the leaft application from 
the Minifter, give thqir vote for repealing it. He faid, he had 
an Honorable Gentleman in his eye who could tell the Houfe 
a good ftory, which, he made no doubt, would divert them. 
lordN-orth, LORD NORTH faid, he thought the Honorable Mem* 
bers had been too free in aflerting, that every perfon, who gave 
his negative to the queftion, was an cncourager of venality. He 
laid, no man difclaimed venality more than himfelf, nor could 
any man refpeil the Right Honorable Gentleman (the late Mr, 
Grenville) more than he did while living, nor revere his me- 
mory more now dead. That he looked upon him to be a great 
political charadlcr ; but he was certain he never intended this 
Aft to be perpetual J he only meant it as a temporary and experi«» 
mental Aft 5 that no proper experiment had, or could be made, 
until after the general eleftion : that if it was then found fuf- 
ficient to anfwcr the end it was made for, he fhould not be 
againft its being continued ; but he thought now a very im- 
jMropcr time to perpetuate it, as we had not yet any proper ex- 
periment of it^^ utility. He ufed no otlier arguments for his 
objeftioAs, anc^^concliided j^is fpeech jocularly, faying, the Hon. 
4ae&ticmaiii(Slr Johp Mol^worth) had paid a great ^ompH^ 
. .^ ^ mcnt 
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ment to theprcfent Parliament, by fuppofing no other would ren- 
der the people fo effential a fervice as making this AA perpetual. 

Mr. T. TOWNSHEND faid, the noble Lord, as ufual, Mr. T. 
when in a bad caufe, had forfook argument, and endeavoured Townfhcqd 
to divert the Houfc with fome of that wit of which he had fuch 
an abundant iharoj but he thought the noble Lord had ex- 
prefled hii efteem for the late Mr. Grienville in an odd man- 
ner, by voting againil his Bill while living, and oppofing it now 
the author was dead. He faid, how many trials would the 
noble Lord have of the virtues of the Bill before he gave his 
confent ? Had there not been five already, and had not thft 
decifions of them always been juft ? a thing which never hap- 
pened by the former mode, which was twenty or thirty Mem* 
bers attending, and poffibly half thofe afleep during the ex- 
amination of the evidence ^ but immediately as the quedion 
was put, down ftairs came tumbling a number of Members 
who had not heard a word of the trial, and whofe only excufc 
for voting as they did, was, they were not in their .fenfes ! He 
faid, the Bill was founded on fuch juft principles, that 
it muft and it fhould be made perpetual. He was ex- 
tremely fevcre on Adminiftration, and arraigned their con- 
duft throughout in a fpirited manner. 

Mr. S. FOX faid, he fhould oppofe the Bill being made per- Mr. S. Fo«. 
petual how, not out of any difregard to the author, but he 
thought with the noble Lord fufficient trial had not been made ; 
and as the Aft was made to cover the general eleftion, let us 
fee how it would anfwer its purpofe then ; if it was good, he 
would confent to its being continued for another limited time ; 
and if it was bad, it would expire of itfelf. 

Mr. T. TOWNSHEND replied to him in a very fevcre man- Mr. T. 
ner ; the Honorable Gentleman's arguments before were lownlhcnA 
generally manly, but now he had made ufe of as bad as the 
Honorable Gentleman his brother generally did, for. whofe un- 
precedented conduft he could make no allowance but his youth 
and inexperience. 

Mr. JENKINSON faid, he entirely agreed with the noble JJj^ J^*^^^ 
Ix)rd that the Aft was intended only as an experimental one, 
and as fuch he thought fufficient trial had not been had, and 
he doubted much whether it would not be found defeftive on 
trying a county elcftion, he Ihould therefore be againft its 
being made perpetual. 

Mr. JAMES GRENVILLE, Tun. faid, he very well knew Mr. jamct 
his uncle's intentions, %vhen he made the Bill, were for it to be GrcnviUc 
perpetual, but he found a difficulty in it, and rather than the 
people fhould lofe fo valuable a bleffing, he confented to make 
it for a limited time, not doubting but the utility of it would 
ibon be fcen^ and theii it would be made perpetual* He faid, 
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his uncle never intended it as an experimental Aft, for, before- 
he offered it, he was well affured it would anfwer ; he replied 
to all Lord North's objections in a very fpirited and pointed 
manner, for which he was afterwards applauded by every per- • 
fon who fpoke. 

s-irCHTorge SIR GEORGE YOUNG faid, an Hon. Member (Sir J. 

Young. Molefworth) had faid he could tell a good ftory, he would in- 
form the Houfe what it was : a fhort time iSnce, paffing through 
a borough in Hampfhire, he faw feveral men with cockades in 
their hats ; on his return, feeing more of the cockades, he 
a&cd his landlord the meaning, who replied ; " Sir, I fuppofe 
you have heard of the decifion of the Worcefter eledtion, it- 
has entirely ftopt all trade here ; for before we had two agents, 
down from London, who gave and fpent large fums of money^ 
by which means the whole town was alive ; but what. Sir, is 
ftill worfe, we hear the Houfe of Commons intend making that 
d — ^n'd A61 perpetual ; if fo, our town is ruined, for our chief 
dependance js on the bounty of thofe gentlemen that comecan- 
vaffing, and I am certain we fhall never have any more come^ 
if that Aft fhould pafs/' He faid, from this ftory we might 
judge what an effeft the Aft already had upon thofe who had 
been guilty of bribery, and he made no doubt that if the Aft 
was now made perpetual, it would deter, in a great meafure, 
any bribery at the general cleftion. 

Mr. Ward. Mr. WARD was much againft the old method of trying 
cleftions ; he faid, the Hon. Member (T. Townfliend) was 
right concerning the Members comipg to vote on thofe oc-% 
cafions fo intoxicated from Arthur's,or Almack's, that they could 
fcarce ftand. They feldom heard a word of the evidence, 
and yet gave their vote : in the prcfent method, he faid, fuch 
diforder could not happen, for the Committee was to fit from 
day to day, until the whole evidence was gone through, and 
their conduft was liable to the infpeftion of the publick, which 
would keep them in awe. 

Mr. Free- Mr. FREEMAN faid, he forefaw that, after a general eleo* 

"*■'*• tion, when poifibly twenty or thirty petitions, complaining of 

' undue eleftions, were prcfented, it would be impoflible to try 
them by the prefent mode in lefs than the whole feflions, as 
the Aft allowed but one Committee to fit at a time ; he fhould 
therefore be for the Aft continuing to the time it was limited, 
and not make it perpetual now, as it was imperfeft. 

Mr. Charlo Mr. CHARLES FOX faidj he fhould oppofe the Bill, not 

foj^ from the principles tlie noble Lord did, becaufe he refpefted 

its author ; no, he defpifed fuch mean, bafe, and treacherous 
conduft ; but from a proof that it would be parting with the 
power and privileges of the Houfe ; that if any perfon, how- 
ever 
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ever unqualified, was to get a majority of votes, by this Aft 

we flioulJ be obliged to admit him as a Member, and it would , 

lay in the breaft of the King and Lords whether the Houle 

(hould have any redrefs. He was extremely fevere on the 

noble Lord throughout the whole of his fpeech. 

COLONEL BARRE, amongft a variety of other partial- CoL Bax«. 
lars, faid, he fincerely hoped Lord North would not infift on 
the abolition, and call forth his Minifterial influence to carry 
a meafure fo obnoxious to the independent part of the Houfc ; 
but that, fhould his Lordfhip make a point of oppofing the 
Bill effectually, he felt himfelf fo warmed with enthufiaftick 
zeal for the meafure, that he would fpeak fuch things to the 
Houfe as fhouki make the gentlemen in oflicc tremble. This 
the Colonel declared he {hould do, iregardlefs of danger or any 
perfonal inconvenience. 

Mr. AUBREY — I fhall naturally be expefted to favour this Mr.Aubicy. 
motion^ from the acquaintance I had, very honorable to me, 
with the author of the Bill before us. . For could there be a 
doubt of its utility, yet the impreffion wliich his great know- 
ledge, and integrity had made upon all who perfonally knew 
him, would alone incline them to refpeft any plan modelled by 
him. But were all perfonal motives removed, I could not 
help giving my teftimony of approbation to this laft aft of that 
great Statefman, who, unhappily for this country, is now no 
more. He has, however, leift us this Bill, which I trull, from 
its importance in fccuring the rights of the people, wJU be con^ 
iidered as an inviolable legacy to us and our pofterity. 

The reafons upon which it is founded is well known. The 
power inverted in the whole Houfe of deciding eleftions was 
liable to abufe. Votes were determined rather by the influence 
of parties, than by the. merits of the caufe : and there can- 
not be a ftronger proof of this, than the thinnefs of the Houfe 
in the courfe of evidence, and the crowds that rufhed in at 
the clofe of it to give their fulfrages to that they could not 
have examined ; infomuch that, in the other Houfe, a late 
noble Peer, of a very diflinguifhed charafter (Duke of Argyle) 
called us, in derifion, that tribunal where there are few to 
hear, but many to judge. 

To remedy thefe mifchiefs, the prefent Bill was framed^ 
And though many gentlemen, in the coiu-fe of this debate, have 
laid much ftrefs upon the circumftance of the time for its ex*- 
ipiration h*ing limited by the author of it, yet I can take upon 
me to affure the Houfe, from my own knowledge, that he 
never meant it as a Bill of experiment. The faft is (and I can 
appeal to fome gentlemen now in the Houfe to bear me wit*. 
Bcfs in the aflertion) that Mr. Grenville originally intended tp 

make 



iyttiSii>aariii;i' ''• '^•'^•- 



^ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1774. 

make this a perpetual Bill ; but, in compliance with the opi- 
nions and foLicitations even of his friends, who feared, that^ 
by attempting too much at once, as the fubjeft was as new at 
it was important, they might lofe the whole ; and that there 
might be no complaint of its being haftily obtruded upon th« 
Houfe, he modeftly recommended it only upon trial. And I 
look upon tliis as a ftrong argument of his own conviction^ 
that a trial would only ftrengthen and cftablifh it. How fooa 
this trial would be made could not be forefeen. It was there- 
fore neceflary fome period to it fhould be fixed. But it 
is clear that a trial has already fufficiently been made in 
the opinions of many, otherwife we fliould not have met 
to-day to debate upon this motion. Has not this Bill proved 
in fadt what it appeared to be in fpeculation? Has not 
the decifion of every Committee been fo impartial and juft, as 
to meet with the applaufe of the whole nation ? I am One of 
thofe, Sir, who will venture to appeal in particular to that of 
the Shoreham eledlion. For, whatever may be the opinion of 
•fome gentlemen concerning it, it fo far received the fanAion 
of the whole Legiflature, as to be followed by an Adt of Parlia- 
ment, which I hope to fee the great land-mark for foture Com- 
mittees to fteer by on all fimilar occafions. 

The Hon. Gentleman (Mr. C Fox) who fpoke laft but one 
feemed to think, that the Houfe, by this Bill, parts with a 
power it ought to maintain. Others, perhaps, may go ftiU 
iiirther, and urge the common maxim, that the abufe of % 
power is no argument againft the ufe of it. This I acknow- 
' ledge to be true in any one particular inftance ; but I cannot 
help thinking, that the frequent and conftant abufe of any 
power is the ftrongeft argument for its total abolition. I leave 
it to the memories of the oldeft Members of the Houfe to make 
the application. 

It is therefore a power which no honeft man would wifh 
to fee continued with us. It likewife makes us fubjeft to the 
influence of a party, which, whenever juft ice is concerned, 
can never be exerted but to bad purpofes. For how could 
equity prevail, when every diflent from a friend was held a 
breach of friendfhip ? On the contrary, this Bill leaves every 
man independent of party claims 5 both him from whom it 
takes the power, and him to whom it gives it ; for the latter 
being bound by his oath, has nothing to liften to but evidence. 

Some gentlemen have objected, that, after the next general 

4 eleftion, petitions will probably be fo numerous as to em- 

barrafs a Committee with a feries of tedious examinations. If 

this objeftion fliould appear well grounded, why may not fo- 

verd Committees be appointed at the fame time ? The pri!>- 
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ciple of the Bill is, I believe, univerfally admitted. For the 
fake of this, therefore, let it be perpetuated ; as it will be 
always open to amendments, and whatever may be the incon- 
veniences of its prefent mode, t am fure there can be none fb 
Clocking in a cafe of juftice and equity as the fliort queftion. 

A noble Lord (North) who fpoke early in the debate, ex- 
prefled his furprife that gentlemen on this iide of the Houfe 
ihould think fo well of this Parliament as to choofe to truft the 
fate of this Bill with it. Sir, with regard to what the noble 
Lord alludes to, I am bold to fay, there is no man in this Houfe 
that can more difapprove of fome of its paft decifions, particu- 
larly that of the Middlesex eledlion, than myfelf. But I am, at 
the fame time, willing to acknowledge its merit, whenever I 
can. When, therefore, the noble Lord a£ks why we need 
e{%ai>lifli this Bill during the present Parliament ? I anfwer, this 
lidufe of Commons firft brought it to light. This Houfe of 
Commons has experienced its utility. Let us not leave it to 
another to confirm it. Upon the whole, I cannot help faying 
of this Bill, what its great author, in the warmth of his zeal 
and affeftion, faid of the Houfe of Commons itfelf, ejlo per* 
petua. 

Mr. De Grey, jun. i*pokc a few words againft the BilL 

CAPTAIN PHIPPS, in a long and animated fpeeeh, faid, Mr.THppi. 
110 perfon could obje^l to the old mode of trying eleftions more 
than he did, for it was an infult to common fenfe to call them- 
felves a Court of Judicature, on feveral eleftions which he had 
feen tried, to one of which he was applied to attend, but gave 
his vote againft his friend, for which it was faid he ufed him 
ill. He faid the Houfe ufed always to be a fc.etie of confufion, 
during the trial of an eleftion, and, if the petition was foundttl 
on bribery, it was laughed at. He afterwards fpoke much in 
favour of the prefent method, and faid, he agreed with the 
Hon. Member who feconded the motion, that any perfon who 
objected to it was an enemy to his country. 

COLONEL BURGOYNE, in a fpirited fpeeeh, fet forth Col. Bur- 
the utility of the Aft, faid, the plunder of Afia had been diftri-g^yo®- 
buted about this country in fuch a Aianner as made it neceflary 
for fome ftop to be put to the growing evil, otherwife no na- ' 

tural intereft or merit would ever be able to gain a feat 5 he • 
therefore fincerely wifhed the Afl: might be made perpetual, as 
it would deter many a young Nabob from fquandering away his 
fortune, in hopes of a feat at the general election. 

LORD GERMAINE faid, he well remembered the iniqui-Lord Ccr- 
tous proceedings on former trials of elections, the panics ufed mjunc, 
to apply to one fet of the Houfe to be their Managers, another 
fet to give their Attendance and Intereft ; to a third fet, with 

Vol. VH. I whom 
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whom they were intimate, they would apply for their Votc^ 
and to the lazy part of the Houfe they would fay, • Wc won't 
trouble you to attend the dry examination of a pared of xaean 
evidences 5 only let us know where you 'will be, and when thfe 
queftion is going to be put, we'll fend you a card/ Such were 
the proceedings of former trials ; and he was certain^ every 
Member, who- had feen both methods, would give the prefer- 
ence to the latter^ As to the arguments ufed by the HoncMrable 
Gentleman (Mr. C» Fox) they needed but little reply v fw it was 
abfurdta think the Houfe, by this Aft, gave away their privi- 
lege, as every Member had a chance of being one of the Com- 
mittee, if he chofe to attend. It was ridiculous to fay that the 
Aft was defeftive, and let it pafs on fo until the term it was made 
for. No, let it be made perpetual now, and if there were any 
amendments to be made, they cocdd be made afterwards^ ^ 
was dangerous to let flip fuch an opportunity, as not knowing 
who would be Minifter at the expiration of the Aft; he might 
be a great enemy to the Bill ; and as for a perfon faying, * let 
the Aft go on as it is now, when its time expires, I will not be 
againft renewing it ;' he would be bound to fay they would not 
have it in their power to give a fecond opinion on it, if they let 
the prefent occafion flip them ; he faid, the author of the Bill 
had prefcrved a good name while in office, and when out ; -and. 
he fincerely hoped the noble Lord would endeavour to have his 
name handed down to pofterity with the fame honor as Mr. 
Grenville had. 
Mr.EUis. Mr. WELBORE ELLIS faid, it was highly ridiculous t^ 
make this Aft perpetual now, though he laved the BMl : for as* 
the noble Lord {North) had faid, a proper trial of its merits 
had not been made, and it was confifl;ent with the rules of the 
Houfe in all commercial Bills to make them temporary, «intil 
proper proofhad been made of their utility : he feid, the en- 
couragers of the Bill had endeavoured, with the zeal of lovers, 
to proteft it, but he was confident it would deceive them at th^ 

Mr. Duo. Mr. DUNNING made an apology for his cold, and faid, no 
**^^' perfon had a jufter right to be. againft the Bill than himfelf, for 

it had hurt him much in his profeflional capacity ; for, fince 
the Aft had been put in execution, not one trial had come in- 
to Weftminfter-hall ; and he was confident, was the Aft made 
perpetual, there never would be one ; yet he would always fa* 
crifice private emolument to publick good : he expatiated much, 
on the merits of the Aft, and he would venture to fay, at a ge- 
neral eleftion, it would be found (even with all its defefts as 
had been ftated) a glorious Aft. 
&T^Giibcrt gjj^ GILBERT ELLIOT made a long fpeech of the privi- 
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l^s of Parliament in the reign of Elizabeth, but mentioned 
not a word of the merits or demerits of the Bill| only faid^ he 
ihonld oppofe it now. 

Mr. EDMUND BURKE was at once fatirical, mafterly, and Edmund 
eloquent. He attacked the Minifter in the moft pointed terms j ^^^^ 
called upon his boafted honefty to fupport the perpetuity of the 
Bill; he faid, though the noble Lord was daily deferted by 
numbers, he would ftill be deferted by more, for there were 
men in that Houfe, not like the Mlnifler, tired of being ho« 
neft. In addreffing the Houfe, he faiJ, we have the noble 
Lord now, let him not flip through our fingers | truft not to 
bis fpecious promiies a Angle hour ; his fmooth-tongued plau- 
iibility is calculated only to deceive ; let us at once finiih the 
buiinefs by making the Bill perpetual ; and if it (lands in need 
of amendments, they can be coniidered afterwards, but let us 
have no fhuffling o£F, no delay, no previous queflion. 

THE SOLICITOR GENERAL, in a long and mafterly Mr. w<^. 
fpeech, expatiated on the foundation of the Bill ; he was very dcrburnc. 
feverc on Mr. Charles Fox, who, he faid, had dreadful appre- 
henfions of lofing his privileges ; but did he think, if an old 
woman was to petition the Houfe, her petition would be refer- 
red to a Committee 5 and if it was, could he have any apprc- 
henfions from the decifions of the Committee f No. But if the 
young gentleman was not of fuch an obftinate difpoiition, he 
would endeavour to convince him of his error. He concluded 
with wifhing the Bill might be made perpetual. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL fpoke muchagainft the Bill Mr. Thur- 
being made perpetual ; he attempted to ridicule the methods ^^« 
prefcribcd by it ; he faid, what was the word Nominee, but 
Manager j and contended that a perfon flood no better chance 
of having a fair decifion from the prefent method than he had 
from the former. 

Lord George Cavendifh anfwered the whole of his obje£Uont 
in a very fpirited manner, and reminded him that both the 
judges and evidences were on oath by the prefent method^ 
which they were not in the former. 

Mr. Stanley made nearly the fame obje£Uons to the Bill as 
Lord North, 

Sir George Saville, in a long and animated fpeech, went 
through the whole of their objections, which, he faid, amounted 
to nothing ; he afterwards expatiated much on the merits of the 
Bill, and was for its being made perpetual. 

Sir William Meredith fpoke much in favour of the Bill, 
but was averfe to any refle^ons being t^xrown on the nobte 
3U)rd (North), 
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Mr. Dowdcfwell fpokc in favour of the Bill, and mentioned 
the decifion of the Worcefter election. 
Mr. Rigby. Mr. RIGBY was greatly againft the Bill, and contended that 
treats ought to be given at elections ; he faid, the A6t would 
fuit the ele^ed, but not the eleftors : he was much againft the 
decifions that had been given by the different Committees that 
had fat; he faid they had disfranchifed Shoreham and not 
Worcefter, which was much more corrupt than the former : 
and mentioned another inftance which happened at New Wind-, 
for ; he faid none of thofe pradlices were fo infamous as thofe 
pradlifed by people who had burgage tenures. 

Serjeant Glynn anfwered him very fmartly, and was n^uch 
in favour of the Bill being made perpetual. 
Mr.G. GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE faid, Mr. Speaker, I fhould 

Johnftonc. ^ot rife at this late hour of the night, if I did not think I had 
fomething new to fay on the fubje£t, notwithftanding it has 
been fo much exhaufted. I therefore beg the Houfe will in- 
dulge me, by hearing a few words as the reafons for my vote.— ^ 
I conceive the Bill, as it now ftands, to be a moft beneficial 
Bill ; fo far from altering the Conftitution, 1 think it is only 
recurring to the firft principles of our government, trial by 
jury. Neverthelefs, I fhould deem it arrogance to pronounce 
decilively upon any regulation of government, however flatter- 
ing, on general principles, without a fufficient experience, fo 
various are the fprings of human aftion. If this queftion, 
therefore, coulJ be difcuffed and determined with equal fair^ 
nefs, at the expiration of the term limited by the Bill, I fhould 
certainly wifh to give it the trial originally propofed ; but, fince 
that is impoffible, as I apprehend, I fhall now vote for making 
the Bill perpetual. 

My reafons for believing it hardly poffible the Bill fhall re- 
ceive a fair decifion on its merits and experience, three years 
hence, are thefe : 

It is clear this Bill diminiihes the power of the Minifter in 
all controverted eledlions ; at a general elcdl:ion, it may be cal- 
culated at not lefs than thirty members. Unlefs, therefore, we 
can fuppofe he fhall prefer the publick good to his own inte- 
reft (which I will never fuppofe of any Minifter), he will endea* 
vour to get rid of the Bill by every inftdious art. We muft all 
be fenfible of his power and opportunities, and therefore we 
fhould embrace this happy moment of rendering the talk more 
difficult, efpecially as it always remains in the breaft of the 
Houfe to make fuch alterations as may be necefTary, and even 
to annihilate the Bill, if it fliould (contrary to the experience 
we have already had, and to all human forcfight) pirove per* 
fiicious. 

I her^ 
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I here lay down my axiom — " This Bill is contrary to the 
imtereft of the Crown or the Minifter." And with all due de- 
ference to the memory of Mr. Grenvllle, I believe if he had 
been Minifter that he would not have propofed it ; nay, I be- 
lieve that he would not have permitted it to pafs. A happy co- 
incidence of circumftances forced it on the Houfe. A ft range 
coalition of parties now favours its final confirmation, before 
men dare forget their former declarations, and before the 
golden bridge is completely formed to pafs them through the 
ivory gate. 

Another reafon ftrikes me ftronger. If the Bill is permitted 
to run to the laft ftage, notwithftanding this Houfe may thea 
pafs it unanimoufly, the Houfe of Lords may reject it. Every 
man muft feel the difference between reviving a Bill when ex- 
pired, or keeping it alive when yet exifting. In the fame man- 
ner we muft fee the difl5culties between deftroying a Bill, and 
permitting it to fall in the prefcribed courfe. It is like mur« 
der and a natural death. I think, therefore, we ftiould look 
to the prefervation of this BilJ in di^e time, that in cafe Jtho 
Lords ihould prove refradlory, or Minifterial arts fhould bq 
pradlifed upon them, we may have time to enforce our wiftie« 
refpefting this Bill by the means the Conftitution has put in our 
hands. 

I fee a Right Honorable Gentleman laugh (Mr. Rig1?y) ; 
this puts me in mind of another argument ; he has boldly de- 
clared his objedlions to the principles of the Bill. It is probable 
he may become Minifter of this country. I am fure he has my 
good wifhcs J. but that I may wifti it with all my heart, I defirc 
this Bill may be perpetual, that I may have no referve in the 
good-will I bear him. For thefe, and many other arguments 
which have been already ufed, I heartily concur in the motion. 

Mr. DEMPSTER faid, it was necdlefs to compare the dif-Mr. Dcmp* 
ference between the prefent and former methods ; for thofe^*^" 
who would oppofe this Bill would not hear any reafon. 

The queftion %vas put, " That leave be given to bring in a 
Bill to make the prefent A6t for trying Controverted Elections,, 
by Committees, perpetual.*' 

For the Bill, 250. Againft it, 122. Majority, 128. 

Tbc Houfe broke up at twelve o'clock. 
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A ColOiECT List of tbofe Gentlemen who voted for pekpetu- 
jTiMG the Act for regubidng the Trials of Controverted 
Elections. 



Charles ABaafoft 

Benj. Allen 

Charles Ambler 

Lt. Gen. Acourt 

Sir Edw. Aftlej 

J. Aubrey 

Edw. Bacon 

Wm. Baker 

if. Barre 

Miles Barnes 

Nat. Bailey 

R. H. Ar Bennet 

Rich. Benyon 

Lord B.Bertie 

SlrW. Blackct 
J. Bond 

Rd. Wm. Bootle 
Ed. H. Bofcawen 
Charles Brett 
Mat. Brickdale 
Sir H. Bridgeman 
Sir B. Bridges 
J. Bailer, jun. 
Maj. Gen. Burgoyne 
Edm. Burke 
Wm. Burke 
R. H. Fred. BuU 
Nic. Calvert 
J.Camac 
J. Cater 

Lord G. Cavendifh 
Lord F. Cavendifh 
Lord J. Cavendifh 
H. Cavendifh 
Nat. Chomley 
G. B. Clarke 
SirT. Clavering 
Sir Rob. Clayton 
Wm. Clayton 
George Clive 
Sir Wm. Codrington 
Wen. Coke 



C. W. Comewall 
Tho. Coventry 
Sir C. Cocks 
Sir J- H. Cotton 
Rd. H. Cox 
Brafs Crofby 
T.E.Crefwell,jun. 
Hen. Curwcn 
Sir B. Cufl 
Hon. J. Darner 
Hon. G. Darner 
J. Darner 

Sir C. Davers 
Hen. Dawkins 
Geo. Dempfler 
Hon. C. Dillon 
Earl of Donegal 

R.Hon.W.Dowd€f- 
well 

Lord Vifc. Downe 
Wm. Drake, fen. 

Wm. Drake, jun. 

Tho. Dummer 

John Dunning 

Sir T. Egerton 

Maj. Gen. Evelyn 

Wm. Evelyn 

J. Elwes 

Wm. Ewer 

Tho. Fenwick 

Paul Fielde 

Sir J. Filmer 

Earl of Fife 

Savile Finch 

Hon. T. Fitzmautice 

Hen. Fletcher 

Tho. Foley, fen. 

Vifc. Folkflone 

Tho. Fonnereau 

SirT. Frankland 

Wm. Frankland 

Maj. Gen. Frafer 



Rofe Fuller 
Rd. Fuller 
Samb. Freeman 
T. E. Freeman 
Alex. Garden 
Bamber Gafcoyne 
Lord G. Germaine 
J. Glynn 

Ambrofe Goddard 
Wm. Greaves 
James Grenvillc 
SirJ. Grifiin 
Wm. C. Grove 
Sir Wm. Guifc 
Tho.Halfey 
Tho. Hampden 
Wm. G. Hamilton 
John Hanbury 
M. B. Hawkc 
Lt. Col. Hay 
James Hayes 
Rob. Hepburn 
Hen. Herbert 
J. M. Heywood 
Noel Hill 
Hon. G. Hobart 
Rowland Holt 
Lt. Gen.Honeywood 
Benj. Hopkins 
Beaum. Hotham 
Lt. Gen. Howard 
Hon.T. Howard 
Sir H. Houghton 
Lord Vifc. Howe 
Hon. Maj. General 

Howe 
Geo. Hunt 
Wm. HufTey 
Phil. Jennings 
Geo. Jennings 
Geo. Johnflone 
Lt. Gen. Irwin 
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A. J. Keck 
Lt. Gen. Lambton 
Dan. Lafcelles 
Ed. Lafcelles 
Pet. Legh 
Wm. Lemon 
Lord G. Lenox 
Benj. Lethieullier 
Lord Vif. Lifbume 
Tho. Lifter 
Sir James Long 
Rd. Lowndes 
Sir Jaoies Lo^i'ther 
Earl Ludlow 
Hon. T. Lyon 
J. Lutber 
Jof. Martin 
fion. C Marfham 
Jo&ua Mauger 
Sir Jofieph Mawbey 
Sir Wm* Meredith 
Rd. Milles 
Geo. Medley 
PaulMethuen 
Sir J. Molefworth 
Col. Molineax 
Hon. J. Montagu 
Fred. Montagu 
Cha. Morgan 
John Morgan 
James Murray 
Geo. Mufgravc 
Rd. Myddleton 
Arnold Nefbit 
Sir R. Newdigatc 
John Norris 
Fletcher Norton 
Rd. Oliver 
Js.T.Ofwald 
Hugh Owen 
Rt. Palk 
Earl of Panmure 
J. Parker 



Rd. Pennant 
Sir James Pennyman 
Ch. Penruddock 
Earl Percy 
LordPigot 
Hon. Capt. Phipps 
Thomas Pitt 
Wm. Plummer 
J.Plumptrec 
Alex. Popham 
Tho. Pownall 
H. M. Praed 
Rt. Pratt 
Geo. Prcfcot 
J. Pringlc 
Wm. Pultency 
Phi. Rafhleigh 
Rt. Hon. G. Rice 
Sir M. Ridley 
Mat. Ridley 
Denys RoUe 
John Ruihout 
Nat. Ryder 
Ant. St. Leger 
Sam. Salt 
Sir G. SaviUe 
John Sawbridge 
James Scawen 
Thomas Scrope 
Hen. Seymour 
J. Smith 
J. Skinner 
Ed w. Southwell 
Lord C. Spencer 
Fred. Standert 
Sir John Stepney 
Hen. Strachcy 
John Stewart 
Sir Sim. Stewart 
L' Sislivan 
Lord G. Sutton 
Sir Rd. Sutton 
James Sutton 



Rt. P. Taylor 
J. Tempcft 
Earl of Thomond 
Beilby Thompfon 
Hen. Thrale 
Hon.T.Townflieiul 
R.H.T.Townihcnd 
James Townfend 
Clement Tudway 
Qia. Turner 
Earl of TyroonacQ 
Ch.Van 

Wm. G. Vanneck 
Art. Vanfittart 
Earl Vemey 
G. V. Vernon 
Sir F. Vincent 
R. T. Walfinghaai 
Rt. Waller 
RoUe Walter 
J.Walih 
Sir P. Warrendcr 
Hon. J. Ward 
Wm. WeddeU 
Alex. Wedderbume 
James Wemys 
Vifcount Wenmaa 
Tho. Whitmorc 
Sam. Whitbread 
James Whitibed 
Rd. Whhwortt 
Sir H.Williams 
WatkinWiUiamt 
Tho. Willoughlw 
Mat. Wadbore 
Wm. Wocdaftox 
Sir C. Wray 
SirW.W. Wynnr 
Hon. J. Torke 
Sir G. Yongc 3150 

Tellers. 
Lord Guernfey 
George Byng. 
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A Correct List of thofe Gentlemen who voted AGAiNsf 
that Meafure. 



Rohert Adam 
Wm. Afhburnham 
A. Bacon 
T. Barret 
Vifc. Barrington 
Sir £. Baynton 
Ld, Robert Bertie 
Charles Boon 
Thomas BradfhaW 
Hon. J- Bnidenell 
G. B. Bnidenell 
Richard Bull 
Sir C. Bunbury 
Sir H, Burrard 
Pet. Burrell 
Hon. C. S. Cadogan 
Col. Calcraft 
Rt.H.LordF.Camp. 

bell 
Tim. Cafwall 
Robert Child 
JMajor Gen. Clinton 
Sir James Cockburn 
Grey Cooper 
Sir Eyre Cootc 
Rt.H.H. S.Conway 
Hon. Major Conway 
J. Crauford 
T. E. Crefwell, fen. 
Per. Cuft 
John Dodd 
Tho. De Grey, fen. 
Tho.DeGrey,jun. 
Capt. F.Wm. Drake 
Jn.St . Leger Douglas 
Rt.H.SirL,Dundas 
T. Dundas, jun. 
Sir Wm. Dolben 
James Durand 
Arch. Edmonftpne 
Lieut. Col. Egerton 
Rt.Hon.SirG.Elliot 
Rt. Hon, Wclb, Ellis 



Hon. Hen. Fane 
Hon. R. Fitzpatrick 
H-M.G.Ch.Fitzroy 
Sir Robert Fletcher 
Hon. Stephen Fox 
Lord Vifc. Gage 
Sir S^ Gideon 
T. Gilbert 
M. G. F. Grant 
Col. James Grant 
Hon. J* Grey 
Walden Hanmc^ 
Richard Harcourt 
Sir C. Hardy 
James Hare 
William N. Hart 
Rt.Hon.T.Harley 
Lt. Gen. Harvey 
Sir G. Hay 
Ld.V.Hinchinbroke 
Richard Hopkins 
Richard Jackfon 
Rt. Hon.Ch. Jenkin- 

fon 
J. Jenkinfon 
Soame Jennings 
William JoUiffe 
Whit. Keene 
D. Kennedy 
Benj. Langlois 
P.Leigh, of Ilchefter 
Edward Lewis 
Sir A. Levingftone 
Rt.H.J.S.M<Kenzie 
Sam. Martin 
Lord Melbourne 
James Montgomery 
John Morcton 
Hon. Col. Murray 
William Norton 
Lord North 
Rt.Hon.Ld.Ongley 
George Onflow 



Sir G. Ofborn 
Vifc. Palmerftort 
Gen. Parker 
Col. Phillipfon 
Henry Penton 
George Pitt 
Griff. Phillipps 
A. Powlctt 
Admiral Pyc 
John Purling 
Lt. Col. Rainsford 
Thomas Rumbold 
Rt. Hon. R. Rigbf 
John Robinfon 
H.Lt*CoI. St.JoliA 
Hon. J. St. John 
C. F. Scudamofe 
EarlofSefton 
George Sclwyn 
William Skryne 
Rt. Hon. H. Stanley 
Hans Sloane 
Philip Stevens 
John Stephenfbn 
William Stewart 
Richard Symond^ 
Lord Rt. Spencer 
Charles Townfhend 
Edward Thurlow 
J. Tucker 
Richard Vernon 
Charles Vernon 
James Wallace 
Hon. T. Walpolc 
Nat. Webb 
Sir C. Wliitworth 
Sir T.Wynne 
Glynne Wynne 12Z 

Tellers. 
R. Hon. G. Onflow 
Hon. C. J» Fox.- 
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February 28. The Speaker acquainted the Houfe, that 
he had received a letter from John Roberts, Efq. defiring 
leave to withdraw his petition, complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return for the city of London. 

ALDERMAN HOPKINS made a genteel apology for the Aid. Hop* 
trouble he had given the Houfe on Mr. Roberts's accouht i ^°*' 
faid, He was averfe from the firft to any petition being pre- 
icnted, as he was confident the prefent fitting Member was a 
gentleman of fuch honor, that he would not make ufe of any 
unfair means to gain a feat. That he could wiih tlie Honor- 
able Gentleman (the Lord Mayor) was prefent, as he would 
entirely acquit him (Mr. Hopkins) of any partiality in the faid 
bufinefs ; and he wiflied to acquaint the Houfe, that he only 

C'ented the petition as a Member^ by the defire pf Mr. Ro« 
s, whom, he faid, had not acquainted him with any in- 
tentions of withdrawing it. He concluded with wifhing the 
Lord Mayor health and profperity to enjoy his feat for life. 

A petition was prefented from Liverpool, fetting forth, That 
they annually ibnt perfons to refide in London during the fef^ 
fion of Parliament, in order to be informed of ariy tranfadtions 
that might affect the trading part of the nation in general^ 
and Liverpool in particular j that the fending of luch peribns 
was very expenfive, and praying Parliament to give them au- 
thority to impofe a tax upon all goods imported and exported 
to and from Liverpool, in order to raife a fund to defray fuch 
expences, and others as might accrue. 

Mr. GASCOIGNE was particularly fevere againft the peti- Mr. GiSm 
tion ; he faid. He thought taxes fufficient were already laid coignc. 
upon trade, more than it could well bear 5 and if Liverpool 
muft fend people up to attend Parliament, let the corporation 
defray their expences, and not impofe a tax upon merchants 
pf all countries, to defray a whim of that corporation. He 
iaid, they had defired leave to raife a fund tb defray the ex- 
peqcc of fending perfons to attend Parliament, and other pur- 
pofes. Now thofe other purpofes might be to bribe at elec- 
tions, oppofe the cuftoms or excjfe, or any other fuch illegal 
proceedings ; he therefore thought it an unprecedented peti- 
tion, and fhould be againfl it. 

SIR WILLIAM RlEREDITH fpoke a few words in favour Sir WiilUm 
of the petition, fetting forth. That Briftol did the fame* Meredith, 

On the queftion b^ing put, whether it fliould be referred 
to a Committee, the Houfe was almoft unanimous againft it ; 
but Sii" William Meredith demanded a divifion, which was ac- 
cordingly granted, and carried againft him by a great majo- 
rity. 

V0L.VIL K Sir 
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Sir Francis Vincent prefcntcd a petition from feveral vic- 
tuallers in the county of Surry, complaining of the licences 
being rcfiifed to be renewed by his Majefty's Excife Office, on 
account of their being figned at the petit feffions by Sir Jo- 
feph Mawbey, which they fince found was contrary to law 
for any brewer, diftiller, &c. to do. 
Sirjofcph SIR JOSEPH MAWBEY explained the cafe, which was, 
Mawbcy. r^^^^ ^ number of people attended on the ift of September 
laft to have their licences renewexl, and their being no other 
magifbate prefent than himfelf and Nicholas Dowe, Efq. he 
figned them with Mr. Dowe ; but had always made it a rule, if 
any other magiftrates were prefent, to let them fign licences, 
and not him. He faid, he had little or no connexion with 
any of the people, and figned their licences merely from nc- 
ceffity, no other magiftrate attending but Mr. Dowe and him- 
felf. 

Mr. Gafcoignc was very fevere, in a jocular mannet, on Sir 
Jofeph, for being a magiftrate and not knowing that fuch pro- 
ceedings were contrary to law, and that he lay under a penalty 
for fo doing. 

Mr. Alderman HARLfeY prcfented a petition from the book- 
fellers of London, &c. fetting forth, That many of them fhall 
be ruined by the late decifion in the Houfe of Lords, unlefs 
fome relief was given them. 
Mr. Saw Mr. SAWBRIDGE feconded the motion, faying, By a de- 
bridge* cifion in the year 1 769, in favour of copy-right, many of the 
bookfellers had laid out their whole fortunes in that article^ 
which right had now been taken from them by the drfcrmi- 
nation of the Upper Houfe 5 and if fome redrefs was not given 
them, many families would be totally ruined. 

Mr. Lascelles prefented a petition, upwards of ten yards 
long, figned by feveral hundred of the merchants and free- 
holders of the county of York, Lancafter, &c. praying leave to 
bring in a Bill to make a cut or canal from a part of York- 
^ Ihure, to join the canal now making from Leeds to Liverpool. 
It was objefted to by two Members, as it would injure their 
private property, and fetting forth, that ten out of fifteen 
landholders, through whofe eftates it would be cut^ were 
againft it. 

A debate enfued, whether it fhould lie on the table, or be 

referred to a- Committee. The laft was agreed to. 

Mr. Thur. The ATTORNEY GENERAL prefented a petition fromMa- 

low. jor General Frafer, praying to have thofe eftates of his father, 

Simon Lord Lovatt, which were forfeited to theCrown, rcftored 

to him. He prefaced the petition with a long pancgyrick upon 

the 



A. 1774. D £ B A T E & ^y^ 

the Major^ who, he faid, was fent early to Scotland, where 
he was educated under mafters who had a profefled regard 
for the late King ; that in the late rebellion Lord Lovatt in^- 
lifted on the Petitioner's taking up arms on the fame fide he 
did, although it was greatly againft the Petitioner's will ; that 
the Petitioner, after the rebellion, was offered a regiment in 
the French fervice, but he refufed, and defired leave to be em- 
ployed in the fervice of his late Majefty, where, in the begins 
ning of the laft war, he raifed 1 800 men, and had facrificed 
his blood and fortune in fupport of the Crown in America. 

LORD NORTH defired to acquaint the Houfe, That the LordNonh. 
petition had been fhewn to his Majefty, and he ftrongly re- 
commended it. ' 

Mr. T. TOWNSHEND faid. He had no objeaions to this, Mr. t. 
as it was a particular cafe, but he ftiould be againft its being Townlhend 
made a precedent ; he fliould therefore fecond this motion. 

Sir Robert Fletcher gave notice, That on Thurfday fe'n* 
night he fhould move for a Committee further to infpe^t the 
affiiirs of the Eaft-India Company. 

A confiderable number of private petitions, bills, &c. were 
received, it being the laft day. 

Sir Edward Astlet prefented the Bill for making the Aft * 
refpefting the trying of controvert^ eleftions by Committees 
perpetual, which was read a firft time. 

The Houfe went into a Committee (Mr. Robinfon in the 
chair) to confider of allowing a certain quantity of flour, bread, 
and bifcuit, to be exported to Newfoundland for the fupply 
of the fifhery,. which was agreed to. 

At fix o'clock the order of the day was read for hearing 
counfel on the Selby Canal Bill. 

Mr. Mansfield, counfel for the Bill, in a long fpeech, fet 
forth the utility of the Bill. Evidences were called in, and 
examined. Mr. Lee was afterwards heard on the other fide* 
The Houfe rofe at eleven, and adjourned the confideration of 
this BiU till Thurfday next. 

March 4. Lord North acquainted the Houfe, That the pa^ 
pers relative to the late proceedings at Bofton (deftroying a 
quantity of tea) would be laid before the Houfe on the 7th 
inftant. 

The order of the day for a fiirther enquiry into the ftate of 
the linen manufafture was read. Sir John Wrottcfley defired 
that it might be deferred for a day or two longer, as the Ame- 
rican papers were coming on. 

GOVERNOR POWNAL defired the fame, as, he faid,Govcnor 
There were feveral other manufaftures which were in great ^^^"*^* 

K 2 appre- • 
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fipprehcnfions from the decifion on the linen manafafhire ; 
that there were now people in town to defire longer time, from 
a county where the woollen branch annually amounted to 
3,195,000/. of which 2,060,600/. worth was annually export- 
ed ; that he thought fb valuable a body ought to be heard, 
eencral GENERAL CONWAY oppofed its bqing put ofF, and faid, 

ISonway. American affairs had nothing in the leaft to do with this ; 
that they had only four evidences to call in, to prove the ftatc 
of the linen trade in Ireland. Evidences were accordingly 
called in, who proved, that the trade had been on the decline 
• of late. 

March 7. The American papers laid before the Houfe, and 
ordered to be read on the i ith. 

March 10. In a Committee on the linen manufafture ; Mr. 
Clements was examined, and confirmed the evidence he gave 
laft year before the Committee, relative to the decline of the 
linen trade at Darlington, and its neighbourhood, in the county 
of York. He added fome further circumftances relative to its 
ftill more rapid decline fince that period. 
Governor ' GOVERNOR POWNAL begged leave to lay before the 
Pownal. Committee fome very important information he had received 
from Ireland ; he faid. It was the report of a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons oiF Ireland, fetting forth the claims that 
country had upon this to give it every poflible encouragement 
in the improvement of the linen manufafture, exclufive of all 
others ; and another report from the Linen Board, fhewing 
the prefent ftate of it, the caufes of its decay, and the pro- 
bable means of retrieving it. He then produced a letter from 
Sir Lucius O'Brien, chairman of the Committee, in anfwer to 
one he had wrote to him on the fubjeft, which accompanied 
the two reports. The firft contained an hiftorical account of 
the fteps taken immediately fubfequent to the Revolution, to 
render the linen manufafture the ftaple of Ireland, as the 
woollen was of England 5 the ideas had prevailed on both fides 
of the water to effeft it ; the line then drawn to prevent the 
interference in ftiture between the two ; the feveral Afts of 
Parliament made in both kingdoms in confirmation of this 
convention ; and laftly, the period which firft introduced z 
jealoufy, which broke that mutual confidence fubfifting be- 
tween both kingdoms, in breach of the compaft fo religioufly 
Obferved for the firft three reigns fucceeding the Revolution. 
The report from the Linen Board confirmed the parole evi- 
dence hitherto given at the Bar, relative to the ftate of the 
irade, the number of unemployed looms, the ruin of thi ma- 

nufafturcrs,- 
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nufadurers, the decreafe in the export, &c. &c. Befides theft 
there were a variety of other motives aligned, fuch as a want 
of the natural growth of flax and flax feed, ftagnation of cre- 
dit, money fpent by abfentees, rife of rents, reflriftion, and 
difconragements by the Britifli Parliament. The remedies 
propofed were, encouragements for the raiiing and cultivation 
rf flax, coUedling the duties on foreign linens in the fpirit in 
which they were held as to the real value t)f the goods, con- 
ftruing fome of the A6b of the Britifli Parliament in a libe- 
ral manner, with almoft an infinity of regulations, conformable 
to the idea which prevailed at the time Ireland relinquifhed all 
claim to the export woollen trade in favour of England. 

Dr. Williamfon of Philadelphia was called in. He faid, 
15,000 had migrated from Great Britain and Ireland within 
the laft two years into Pennfylvania only. 

March 14. LORD NORTH faid, That his Majefly's mef- LordNorth, 
fegc (which came and had been read -with the American pa^ 
pers on the nth inftant, and at his requcfl was now read 
again) contained two propofitions ; the one to enable his Ma- 
jefty to put an end to the prefent difturbances in America, the 
other to ' fecure the juft dependence of the Colonies on the 
Crown of Great Britain. His Lordfliip obferved, that the 
prefent diforders entirely arofe, and were occafioned by the 
inhabitants of Bofton in Maflachufets Bay; and hoped the 
method he fhould propofe to the Houfe would be adopted. 
He faid, he fhould confine himfelf particularly to thofe dif^ 
turbances which had been created fince the ift of December. 
He faid, that it was impoflible for our commerce to be fafe, 
whilfl it continued in the harbour of Boflon, and it was highly 
neccflary that fome port or other fhould be found for the land- 
ing our merchandize where our laws would give full protec- 
tion ; he therefore hoped, that the removal of the Cufl:om- 
houfe officers from the town of Boflon, would be a neceflary 
flep J and that the confcquence of that would produce one 
other propofition, which would be, the preventing any fhip- 
ping from endeavouring to land their wares and merchandize 
there, by blocking up the ufe of that harbour ; he faid, he 
fhould move for leave to bring in a Bill this day for thofe two 
purpofes. He obferved, that this was the third time that the 
ofificers of the Cuftoms had been prevented firom doing their 
duty in the harbour of Boflon ; he thought the inhabitants of 
the town of Bofton deferved punifhment, and required ani- 
madverfioh ; he faid, perhaps it may be objected, that fome 
few individuals may fuffer on this account who ought not ; but 
Twhere the authority of a town has been, as it were^ aileep 

and 
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and ina£live> It was no new thing for tlie whole town to be 
fined for fuch neglect i he inftanced the city of London in 
King Charles the Second's time, when Dr. Lamb was killed by 
unknown perfons, the city was fined for fuch ; and the cafexxC 
Edinburgh, in Captain Porteus's affair, a fine was fet upon 
the whole ; and alfo at Glafgow, where the houfe of Mr. 
Campbell was pulled down, part of the revenue of that town 
was (equeftered to make good the damage. He obferved, that 
Bofton did not ftand in fo fair a light as either of the three 
before-mentioned places, for that that town had been up* 
wards of feven years in riot and confufion ; aiTociations were 
held againft receiving Britifh merchandize fo long ago. He 
obferved, that all the difturbances that had been in the pro- 
vinces or colonies in America, had originated in the town of 
Bollon ; and that proceedings were openly carried on from the 
beginning of laft November to the 17th of December, denying 
the force or efficacy of the laws of this country to be exerted 
in the harbour of Bofton ; that during the above time, there 
was not the leafi: interpofition offered by the inhabitants of the 
town } that at their publick meetings they had regularly given 
orders for nightly watches to be appointed, confifting of a large 
body of perfons, which were to prevent the landing of the tea, 
* as the merchandize of Great Britain. This furely was highly 
criminal, and a dire£^ oppofition to the execution of a^ A£t 
of Parliament j and as the tea belonging to the India Company 
had remained twenty days in the harbour without a clearance^ 
they were afraid left it ihould be feized by the Cuftom-houfe 
officers, and by that means landed ; they therefore deftroyed 
it on the 20th day. That this appeared to be a moft violent 
and outrageous proceedmg done to our fellow-fubje£b, by a 
fet of people, who could not, in any fhape, claim more than 
the natural privilege of trading with their fellow-*fubje^. That 
Bofton had been ringleader in all riots, and at all times fhewn 
a defire of feeing the laws of Great Britain attempted in vain, 
in the colony of MalTachufets Bay. That the a£tof the mob 
in deftroying the tea, and other proceedings, belonged to the 
aA of the publick meeting, and that though other colonies 
were peaceably and well inclined towards the trade of this 
country, and the tea would have been landed at New York 
without any oppofition ; yet, when the news came from Bof- 
ton, that the tea was deftroyed. Governor Tryon, from the 
advice of the people, thought that the face of things being 
changed fince that account was fent, tliat it would be more 
prudent to fend the tea back to England, than to rifk the 
landing of it. His Lordfhip obferved, that Bofton alone was to 
blame for having fet this example, therefore Bofton ought to 

be 
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be the principal objeft of our attention for punifhment. He 
propoTed one tlaufe in the Bill, which, he faid, would prevent 
the Crown from reftoring the re-cftablifhment, till full fatit- 
faction was made to the Eaft-lndia Company for the lofs of 
their tea. He faid, he did not propofe it by way of tax, but 
by way of requifition to the injured, who are our own fub- 
jcfts I and let it go forth into the world, that the Parliament 
of Great Britain will proteft their fubjefts and their property; 
that the Crown, by that claufe, will not even then be obliged 
to reftore the Cuftom-houfe, unlefs his Majefty is thoroughly 
convinced, that the laws of this country will be better ob- 
fervedJn the harbour of Bofton for the future; this reftitu- 
tion entirely depended upon Bofton alone. He fhould be 
happy to have thofe, who had been the promoters of thefe 
difturbances in Bofton found out, and that they might be 
obliged to make good the damage to the India Company ; but 
as tnofe perfons are unknown to us, Bofton will, no doubt, 
endeavour to find out fuch perfons, or pafs Afts of their own 
Aflembly, to levy fuch money in the moft equitable and juft 
manner* We have only to requeft it for the India Company. 
He faid, that this Bill was not all he meant to propofe, that 
other parts, of more nice difquifition, will remain for the fu- 
ture cortfideration of Parliament. There, perhaps, might be 
other methods propofed that were better than this ; that he 
had as yet found out none that dcferved a preference. Some 
perfons had propofed, that the fifhery might be taken away ; 
but this, he obferved, would afFeft the whole colony at large. 
Others propofed the Streights trade ; and this would be liable 
to the fame objeftion. That no method of punifhment ever 
came from him, but with great regret : he therefore hoped 
for that unanimity in a vote of this fort, which would give a 
ftrength to the meafure. It had been faid, that we owe this 
proceeding of the Americans to our own ill conduft in taxing 
and repealing ; but if Gentlemen would recolleft, when the 
Stamp Aft pafled, there was hardly a diflenting voice ; and 
when it was repealed, it had the confent of a great majority 
of that Houft^; that the doftrine then laid down, that exter- 
nal duties were your right, internal taxes theirs ; that when 
the repeal of the Stamp Aft took place here, the clamour 
raifed againft that Aft in America was over, and had fubiided ; 
that the non-importation agreements, it was true. Were not re- 
medied, becaufe they ceafed of themfelves. It was Iny fate, 
he faid, to propofe the repeal of the duties laid on in 1767, 
and to continue the tea duty only. The reafon was, I thought 
the non-importation agreements would break up of themfelves, 
' which was afterwards the cafe. It was propofed by fome, that 

the 
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the tea duty fhould be taken ofFj it was urged by others, thscfi 
it would then become a monopoly of the Eafl-India Company: 
nor did I think, that the giving up the duty to the Eaft-Indi^ 
Company of confequence enough to venture the ftruggle of 
the legiflative authority of this country. If they could fell 
tea cheaper than any other people, they will certainty have the 
market to themfelves. tiis Lordfliip obferved, that at Bofton 
we are confidered as two independent States ) but we were no 
more to difpute between legiflation and taxation^ we were now 
to confider only whether or not we have any authority there $ 
that it is very clear we have none, if we fuffer the property 
of our fubje£b to be deftroyed. He hoped that all would agree 
with him, both Peers, Members, and Merchants, to pro<;eed 
unanimoufly to animadvert upon fuch parts of America as deny 
the authority of this country. We muft, he faid, puniih, con- 
troul, or yield to them. He did not wifh to moleft withoiit 
an offence given, he therefore propofed this meafure to day i 
and obferved, if fuch conduft was followed, it would tend to 
cement that country to this, being as important to the one a9 
the other ; he therefore moved, " That leave be given to bring 
in a Bill for the immediate removal of the officers concerned 
in the colle£tion and management of his Majeft/s duties and 
cuftoms from the town of Bofton, in the province of Mafla- 
chufets Bay, in North America ; and to difcontinue the land- 
ing and discharging, lading and fhipping of goods, wares, and 
merchandize at the laid town of Bofton, or within the harbour 
thereof.'* 

When Lord North fat down there was a perfeft filencc 
Mr.Grofvc-for fome minutes ; but Mr. GROSVENOR got up, and con- 
^^' demned very much the proceedings of Bofton ; and faid, they 

were all entirely owing to the repeal of the Stamp Aft. 
Govcnor GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE defired to know, if it was to 
Johaftonc. j^g ^ch to the Crown to what part of America the Cuftom- 

houfe fhould be removed ? 
LordNorth. LORD NORTH faid, a claufe was intended to be inferted 

in the Bill to leave that matter to the Crown. 

Mr. Demp. Mr. DEMPSTER obferved, that fhould this indemnification 

ftcr. to the Eaft-Lidia Company take place by way of tax, it would 

be coUefted over America, and thereby injure the property of 

people who had been entirely innocent of this afiair ; that 

when he fpoke formerly fo much about taxation in general, he 

meant not as to the right which we had, but only as to 

the prudence and policy of the meafure. 

Mr. Saw- Mr. SAWBRIDGE got up to fpeak, but the noife of the 

kridgc. Houfe being great for the queftion, he fat down, he faid, till 

gentlemen had done coughing, and the Houfe had done calling 

queftion ; 
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queftion 5 that though he could not be heard now, he fhould 
fit coolly till he could be heard. The Houfe being a little 
filent, he faid, he always gave his. genuine opinion, and that 
he was now, and always had been, of luch opinion, that this 
country had no right to tax America ; that it might be faid by 
fome people here, that America is not rcpreiented ; that 
If this country had a right to take a fingle ihilling out of 
an American's pocket, they have a right to take the whole. 
He then fat down a fccond time, the Houfe being noify, and 
iaid, though he could not be allowed to fpcak long, he could 
fit long ; and obferved, that this dcftruftion of the tea was en- 
tirely done by a mob unarmed ^ and that if a requifition was 
to be fent to Bofton to make fatisfa<Sbion to the India Company, 
he made no doubt but what it would be complied with. He 
iaid, he was againft the motion. 

Mr. BYNG faid, he only meant to afk the noble Lord one Mr. Byng, 
queftion, whether this meafure was not preventing the Englifh 
fiiips from trading there, and a pimifhment on ourfelves. 

Mr. R. FULLER faid, tlie Bill brought in would fhew Mr. Fuller. 
whether it was a punifhmcnt upon A or B ^ that he fhould re-* 
fervc his opinion until he faw tl^e Bill framed. 

Mr. DOWDESWELL arofe, upon which the Jloufe thought Mr. 
the debate would continue; he faid, he thought they '^^^^re^®^ 
going to do very great mifchief, and fliould think it his 
duty to give his opinion in this early ftage of the Bill ; he 
faid, this Bill was to punifli the town of Bofton ; why will yoii 
punifh Bofton alone ? Did not other towns fend your tea back 
to England, and refiife the landing ? Have they committed no 
offence ? He afked, if there was any evidence of a general 
concurrence of the inhabitants of Bofton 5 he faid, the exam- 
ples of punifhment the noble Lord had mentioned were not 
fimilar to the prefent cafe ; that the counties beins obliged by 
law to make good the lofs between fun and fun, was an 
old eilabhfhed law, not made for a particular purpofe ; that this 
Bill would be an ix poji foBolvif \ that the cafe of a corpora- 
tion was different from the prefent ; the corporation chufed 
their own officers, the magiflrates of the town of Bofton are 
chofe by the province at larse. Would the Houfe not hear 
what Bofton had to fay in its defence ? Would the Houfe con- 
demn without evidence, itt the abfence of the parties ? That 
he fhould trouble the Houfe no more at prefent, he thought 
they were going to do a wrong a£l, nor could he think, he faid, 
the cafes of London, Edinburgh, or Glafgow, could at all be 
brought as examples of puniftiment in tliis cafe 5 he difap- 
provcdanuch of the Bill, and faid, he fhould give a negative 
to it. 
VoL.Vn. L Mr. 
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Mr. Cavcn- Mr. CAVENDISH rofe to approve of the propofition in t?fie" 
^^^* Bill ; but he hoped,, that if the merchants of this country 

coiHil any way be injured by it^ that time would be given that 
they might come and petition. 
Mr. Phipps. ■ Mr^ PHIPPS faid, he fek no reafon to imagine, that any 
oppontion to the Bill at Bofton could be efieftual j that it was 
no new thing to- direA and order a port for the reception: 
of trade of America- 5 that harbours were in great plenty there ^ 
that all authority had been trampled upon in that country for 
many years ; that if our fubjcfts could not trade to Bofton^, 
they muft go where they coaid trade with fiifcty j that he did 
not attribute the difturbance* to the Stamp Aft, or repeat 
of it. When he was in that country,, he thought that that Aft 
might have been put in execution y that rise repeal mighS 
be proper^ He imagined,, one of the provifions that would be 
adopted by the Houle, would be to repeal the Declaratory Aft^ 
which, he faid, was the moft ab(urd and uneonftitutional Aft 
that ever pafled.. Let America alone,, amd it would retun* 
of itfelf to obedience,, and do not let us iearch for triflhig, 
f axes> by way of experiment, to try our power y the moment! 
they fee that taxation is not for effiftually collefting of money^ 
but for experiment onhr, they will always oppofc you. 
Lou\ Ceo. LORD G. C AVENDISK faid, he was not fure but die ob- 
c^.tuJiih. jg£^ before tlie Hou^S would be prejudicial to our trade ; that h« 
looked to the mutual intercft of die two countries ; that they 
were united by proper mcafures„ »iid„ he hoped,, they would 
be kept fi>; he wilhed that na idle ideas of fupcriority mightt 
prevail^ for that country whidttiskept by pcwer^ is la danger 
of being Joft every day. 
Col. Barre. COLONEL EARRE fmd„ lier was^ urged' to riic to difchargc 
his duty MT not giving a flllent vote upon the occafion^ The 
propo&ioit before the Houfe, he faid,. he could not help giving 
his hearty and proper affirmative to i that he liked it9.harfh as it 
was ; he liked it for its moderation y and argued,, that the noble 
Lord's (North) conduft would be of the fame ftamp throughout.- 
He faid,.' I think Bofton ouj^ht to be puniihed, ffae is your eldeft 
fon.. [Here theHoufe laughed,, and fome Members obferved by 
him, that he wouki be a proper perfon to direft the adxniffioxr 
of Wfh Members into the Houle, as he had hinted a day be- 
fore that office for Mr. Rigby.] Affer theHoufe had laughed 
heartily, he faid, I mean your daughter, flie i» a noble prop j 
that ihe gave herfclf that form of confKtution fhc now has ; 
chcrifh and fbpport her» He wifhed, he faid, to fee- an una-> 
nimous vote m the firft onfet of this bufinefs; that when 
Boftron faw this meafore was carried by fuch a confent, they 
would the more readily pay the fuox of money to the Indi» 

Oorapahy;. 
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Compaay; tKat hehopedj if they did, that th6' Crown would 
«niti^e the reR. of their puniihmcnt ; if the Crown went fiir* 
ther^ perhaps tkey could not do it without, as Governor Trjon 
•ebferved^ at the iBuzzle of your guns ; that we had given 
America limited tad prefcribed means to acquire wealth.; tliat 
iiC' hoped they would leave the reft of the matter to tlienw 
ielves ; that he had often thought, in the cooled hours, that 
America ought not to be taxed by this country.* Endeavour, 
Cays he, to take the power of taxing tmt of their AfTemblies, 
and k will be ftrongly oppoied) he meant hot to ftick to expe«i 
rimental taxes, the tax of the Stamp A& was made fo pleaie 
this fide ^meaning Mr. GremriUe's friends) of the Houfe. Go> 
fays he, to fome great requeft at once, and if they won't com* 
ply with it, try then y6ur pi9wer« Tou have been paying 
4,ooo,oool. for doing of nothing, only for teazing and fcratch- 
«ng; I wiffa to fee a fair decided line at once« I don't, fays he^ 
fee- any appearance of war at prefent ; now is your timb to try, 
an a civHized manner, your power over the Americans ; other 
of your enemies are not in a condition to take part with thenr, 
I am not in office, that my advice can be taken ; if I was 
I ihould give it freely. If office comes to me, it comes as an 
atonement for repeated and unmerited affronts. I fhall, at all 
tune», fpeak the language of a free and difinterefted Member* 
No divifioiu 

March i(J. A petition from the merchants of London, trad- 
ing to Hamburgh, and other parts of Germany, Holland, 
and Rv^a, was prefented, praying to be heard. Governor 
|PownaU moved, that Mr. Glover, as agent, be heard at the 
Bar in their behalf, and it wns agreed to. Mr. Payne, Gover* 
nor of the Bank, was examined. He proved, that the impor* 
tation of foreign linens had decreafed 11,000,000 of yards 
in X773* 

March 18. Lord North brought in the Bill to remove the 
fioard of Cuftoms from the town of Bofton. No debate. 

March ai. The Bill read a fecond time. 

Mr. IL FULLER faid, the Bill would be the total deftroc- Mr. FuDct, 
tion of this country, if pafled i that, in his opinion, the mode 
of punifhment ought to be altered to a fine of 2o,oool. to the 
£a(b-Indla Company, for the -demolition of their tea, and an- 
other fine to his M;^e{ly for damages done ; and that he would 
recommend them to follow the examples mentioned of Edin* 
burgh, Glafgow, &c* He concluded with faying, firft fine 
them, and tf they refufe to obey your orders, then put this 
AA in force. 

L 2 Amotiou 
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A motion was then made, ^' That this Bill be now com- 
mitted," which was carried in the affirmative without a divi» 
fion. No other debate. 

March 24. Mr, Feilde . reported from the Committee, to 
whom the petition of the bookfellers of London and Weftmin- 
fier, on behalf of themfelves and oth^rsi holders of copy right ; 
and alfo the petition of John Chriftian Bach, and Charles Fre* 
4erick Abel, on behalf of themfdves and feveral other compo* 
fers and proprietors of books, works, and compofitions in 
mnfic, were feverally referred j that the Committee had ex« 
amined the matter of faA contained in the firft-mentioned p6« 
tition 'f and had alfo examined the matter of the fecond^men** 
tioned petition ; .and that the Com^ttee had direAed hun to 
report a ftate of the faAs contained in the firft-mentioned pe-» 
tition, and alfo the matter of the^ fecond^mcntioned petition^ 
as it appeared to them, to the Houfe ; and he read the report 
in his place ; and afterwards delivered it in at the Clerk's table x 
where the fame was read. 

A ftate of the matter of faA contained ix\ the firft-mentioned 
petition, is as follows ; viz. 

It appeared, that by an AA of Parliament, pa0ed in the 
eighth year of the reign of her late Majefty C^een Anne, cn» 
tituled, " An Aft for the Encouragement of Learning, by vett- 
ing the copies of printed books in the authors and purchafers 
of fuch copies, during the times therein mentioned*'* it was^ 
amongft other things, enafted, That, from and after the tenth 
day of April 1710, the authors or proprictoirs of fuch books as 
had been already printed, ihould have the foje liberty of re- 
printing and publilhing the fame for twenty-one years, and no 
longer ; Then your Committee proceeded to examine 

Mr. William Johnfton, who had formerly been a bookfeller, 
but had left offbufmefs; who faid, he entered into buCnefs ia 
the year 1748, and left it off in June laft ; during which time, 
he attended all the capital fale^ of copy rights : that, on his 
firft entering into trade, he purchafed the whole ftoqk of books 
and copy right of Mr, John Clarke, for which he paid near 
3,oool. ; above one half of which fum was for copy right : that 
the fales are open to the whole trade ; but he never knew any 
but bookfellers apply to be admitted ; that, from that time, he 
continued to purchafe copy right to the amount pf near io,oooL 
more ; and believed three-fourths pf the books in trade had his 
name, as part proprietor, efpecially the old copies ; the rights 
to which are expired, according to the Aft of Queen Anne : 
lliat many of them had been priqted above twenty-eight years; 
iUid that he never imagined the Aft of Queen Aivne mterfercd 

with 
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with the common law right ; and it was moft undoubtedly the 
general idea of the trade, before the late judgment in theHoufe 
of Peers, that the bookfellers had a perpetual right in the 
copies they had purchafed of authors, and their aiOigns, by the 
common law ; and, if any doubts had been entertained before 
the late determination of the Court of King's Bench, that 
judgment Would certainly have removed them. 

Being afked, Whether he did not claim a copy right in fome 
of the editions of the Claffics in u/um Delphini ? he faid, Nd 
fuch right was ever claimed, fo as to exclude any other perfon 
who chofe to print them : that he had purchafed the right of 
printing in part fomc of thofe Claffics ; but never fuppofed 
that right protefted by any law, nor confidcred it in any other 
manner than as the purchafe of an honorary right ; which he 
explained to be a maxim held by the trade, not to re-print 
tspon the firft proprietor : that, in the fum of i2,oool. men- 
tioned to be paid by him for copy rights, fome fhares in the 
Claffics in ufum Delphini are included ; but to the beft of his 
recoIleAion fuch fhares do not amount in the whole to lool. 

Being examined as to the book called the Tatler, he pro- 
duced Sir Richard Steele's affignment of the copy right \ and 
faid, He had heard that the Tatlers were originally publiihed 
in numbers as newfpapers. 

Being examined as to his title to a fhare in Cambden's Bri- 
tannia 5 he faid. He never heard of, or faw, any affignment 
from Cambden; that it was Biihop Gibfon's edition of Camln 
den, of which he purchafed the fhare ; that he knows not 
what bookfeller firft printed Gibfon's Cambden ; and has 
bovght many (hares in books without looking into the title. 

That the purchafe deed does not fpecify any affignment from 
Cambden, nor was it requiiite ; that Cambden's original work 
was in Latin, and tranflated by DoAor Gibfon, afterwards 
Bifhop of London ; that he believes there were two or three 
editions printed of that tranflation, and one particularly within 
thefe four years, from a correfted copy of the late Bifhop, which 
edition -coft the bookfellers 800I. and the edition before that^ 
was eighteen years in felling off j that the confideration given 
(o Mr, tScott, for the copy with the faid corrcftions, was only 
a few copies of the book, for prefents to his friends ; that he 
never heard there was any affignment from Cambden, but has 
always underftood that the tranflator of any work, is proteAed 
in the right to his tranflation by the common law. 

That had he imagined a common law right not to exift, he 
ffaould not have laid out fo large a fum on a precarious title ; 
nor did he recolleft ever to have heard the common law right 
^^Ol^ed of| till agiuted in the Court of King's Bench \ that they 

always 
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always took aflignments from thofe of whom tkey purch^tfed^ 
which they fuppofcd to be aflignincnts of the common law 
right ; and he produced »n afligiunent of the Guardians, from 
$ir Ricl\ard Steele* 

That he never heard of cither cpmmon law or fiatute right 
beiBg inrcrtcd in an -afllgnment, but fuppofes and always un- 
derflood, that when a jnan fells all his right and title for ever. 
It means a common law. right, independent of mf ftatute ; and 
that is the id^a on wjii(;h the trade have always afted in pur- 
chaiing:{hare9'pf copy rigl^ ; ai^d that he never faw a term of 
years mentioned in an aeffignmcnt : that he purchafed his fhare 
yn.the Guardians, at Tonfon's fale, the i8th of Auguft 1767, 
and Sir Richard Steele's ailignment is in 1713, and that he 
}xad never met with any interruption in that right, iince he 
puFchafed it« 

That he never faw or heard of any aflignment, where tlie 
fecond term of fourteen years, mentioned in the Ad of Quectt 
Anne, was reiierved to the author ; but that undoubtedly he 
^Cts more money for his copy for twenty-^ight years, thsUi he 
would for fourteen, and feils the chance of the reverfion, When 
he ailigns it for ever : that all the affignmcnts he has ever feeH, 
tJfiiMtU and modem, run in general to the bookfeller and his 
afCgns, for ever ; and fome of them go fo far as to bind them^ 
folves, (their heirs and executors, to protect: the purchafer, his 
beir^. a«d executors, in the full and free enjoyment of fiich 
copy ^ight for ever : and he produced to your Committee, the 
•ffignmeot of DoAor Robertfon to Andrew Millar, of the 
Hiftory of Scotland ; which appeared to be of that fonOi 

Having mentioned feveral other books of which he had pnri» 
chafed iluures,.and, among others, Dryden's and Locke's works, 
lie faid. He had 00 aflignment of Mr* Dryden, but bought it at 
Mr. ToOfon'^ fale ](and one of the affignments at Mr. Toniim's 
•fale was produced}-^That he had never feen an afQgnment of 
Mr. Iiocke'ti works, and never heard any queftion about it be- 
fore i but he -really believes there was an affignment, which 
.belief he founds upon the praAice of the trade j for that the 
perfon felling was never required to (hew or deliver up the 
original ajGgnment ^ for in tlie purchafe of this property, they 
fiever eiiquire into the title, if they have an opinion of the 
feller* 

That it is always prefumed in the conrfe of trade, that a long 
poileflion of copy is a proof of title from the original author ; 
that ftuns to a very large amount have befen laid out upon this 
prefiimption ; and that he, in particular, ihould never have 
laid out fo large a fum as he had done, if he had entertained 
any ot]|{:r idea of'it; and that he never enquired into the 

length 
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lel^h of time that the feller had bech in poSeffibtt df the 
top7> in cafe he theiight the vender to be an honeft ttiktim 

Being aiked, Where a copy right is divided into many (htt^n^ 
where a perfon might feani the fcveral proprietors of thofe 
Ihares ? He anfwered. That when a book is rc-printed> the 
general role of the trade is, that the man who has the largeft 
fliare makes ap the account, and every peribn claiming a fliare 
in that work gives in his dbim, and has his proportion accord<» 
mg to his (bare ; fb that any perion wanting to know who are 
concerned in fiich a work, by applying to the perfon who 
makes up this account, may get the information y aod the per-^ 
fon who makes up theie accounts, fends written (timmoBfes to ' 
all whom he knows to be concerned* 

That he knows of no profecution at common law, againft any 
perfon ehh^r in town or country,, for printing any book unpro-» 
te£tcd by the Statute of Queen Anne \ that fiich books have 
been printed, but there was a much eaiier remedy than an? 
9&iein at law, for by liling a Bill in Chancery, the bookfelkr* 
ahrays obtained an injundlion, and by the anfwer given the 
feookfeller could afcertain the damage he had fuftained!^ as th^ 
defendants were obliged to declare the number they had print- 
ed r that he never made ufe of this remedy but once, which 
was in the cafe of printing the Pilgrrm'^s Progrcfs,. written by 
John Bunpn, which was printed by one Luckman, of Coven- 
tiy ; who delivered up all the books, paid the expences, and 
promifed never to offend again : that this affair \V2S made up by 
private agreement, Luckman made the propofal, and the wit- 
nefs accepted of it : that the title he fet up to the Pilgrim's 
Progrcfi, was by purchafe of the ftock of Clarke afbrefaid, 
among which was aflif»ncd to the witnefs, by Clarke's executor, 
the whole of the copy of the Pilgrim's Progrefs, but he did not 
look into the title which Clarke had to it ; and that he can 
fiiggeft no other rcafon for Luckman's delivering up the copies 
and paying the expences, than that he thought he was doing an 
nnlawful aft : that it is the cuftom of the trade, as he always 
nnderftood, to profecute offenders, in cafes of piracy of Copies^ 
at their own private expence ; and that the witnefs himfelf pro* 
fecuted at his own expence in two inftanccs, the firft about 
eighteen years ago, and the other about three or four. 

That he never confulted any counftl in making the purchafes 
of copy right, but laid out his money> upon the general opinion 
of the common law right. 

Being afked. Whether, in the courfe of trade, the un- 
diftnrbed pofleflion of a copy right, by any bookfeller, has not 
been deemed fuch a prefumption of an aflignment from the 
original author, as. to warrant perfons to lay out their money in 

the 
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the purchafe of it ? He faid> He always was of that opinion, and 
never would have laid out the fum he did, if he had had any 
other idea of it* 

That when an author chooies originally that his name fhould 
be concealed, no other proof than pofieffion can be had of his 
affignment ; or if the author choofes to make a voluntary pre- 
fent of his work to a bookfeller, it would appear very incon^ 
fiftent to alk fuch a.t\iing; and upon the prevalence of fych 
prefumptions, original alignments are not always carefully 
kept, and tranfmitted from hand to hand, as titles, when the 
tranfaAion has been a long, time paft, the nature of the trade 
not admitting of it. 

That, had a doubt exifted in the mind of the witnefs of the 
principle of the common law right, it would have been entirely 
removed by the frequent injunftions granted, unappealed from, 
and fubmitted to ; and he certainly Ihould have been the more 
inclined to lay out his money in copy right, and to have given 
larger fums for fuch purchafes, upon the authority of fuch in* 
junAions. 

Being aiked. If he knew any one injunction which turns upon 
the claim of common law right, independent of the flatute ? - 
He faid. He recolle£led but one, and that was Tonfon and 
Walker, in regard to Milton's Paradife Loft : that he never 
took a lawyer's opinion of the common law right, becauie he 
thought it unneceflTary ; and never heard the queftion agitated 
till it came into the Court of King's Bench, and then three, if 
not four of the Judges were clear as to the common law right i 
there were two caufes agitated in that Court, one, Tonfon 
againft Collins, when three Judges fat there, two of whom are 
dead, and' one retired (Mr. Juftice Dennifon, Sir Michael 
Fofter, and Sir Eardly Wilmot) and the opinion of the Court 
then was in favour of the common law right ; and in the cafe 
of Millar and Taylor, in the year 1769, a judgment was ob- 
tained in favour of fuch right : that, in the faid cafe of Tonfon 
and Collins, the Court of ICing's Bench did not proceed to 
judgment, becaufe (as he hath been informed within thefe two 
or three days, and colleAs from Sir James Burrough's reports) 
Lord Mansfield declared, in giving judgment in the cafe of 
Millar and Taylor, that the reafon of the Court's not proceed- 
ing to judgment, in the cafe of Tonfon and Collins, did not 
arife from any difference of opinion in the Judges of that 
Court, but becaufe they underftood that it was a coUufivc 
action. 

That, upon his quitting bufinefs, he afligned his property 
in copy rights to his fon, on condition he fhould be jointly 
bound with himfelf to pay all his creditors ; who, not doubt- 
ing 
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ing of the validity of the fecurity, readily con{ented to it. 
XJpon which the copy rights were valued by Mcffrs. Longman 
and Cadettt twx) bookfellers of the firft reputation, at between 
eight and 9000L; and the witncfs believes they would have 
fold for that fum in Junp laft, when he quitted bufineis ; but 
that fince the determination in the Houfe of Lords, they would 
flQt fell for a fourth part of that fum ; and had there remained 
a doubt in the mind of the witnefs of a legal property in thofc 
copies, exclufivc of the Statute of Queen Anne, he fhould 
never have involved a fon, who had a genteel fortune left him 
by his grandfather, to take them as a fecurity for any debts 
the witnefs owed* 

That if relief is not granted in the prefent fefSon of Paru 
liament, fo many books will be printed, both in London and 
the country, as will make it impoflible to grant the fufferers 
redrefs, without injury to the other publifhers. 

Being aiked. What had reduced the value of the copy rights, 
between the time of his purchafing them and transferring them 
to his fon ? He faid. That many circumftances contributed to 
reduce the value of copies : moft books are capable of improve- 
ment, in all arts and fciences ; that a copy this day may be 
worth 500I. which, !in a twelvemonth, may not be worth 5I. ; 
becaufe other works of a like nature come out with improve* 
ments, which render the old books on the fame fubje£t of no 
value; and a new edition of a Work, with improvements, 
after the purchafe made, leflens the value of the copy for a ' 
time. 

Being aiked. Whether, when bookfellers buy a copy right, 
they do not, at the fame time, buy all the copies then printed 
off? He faid. They frequently do, and frequently not ; but 
they never re-print any copy under that predicament, until the 
books remaining are fold otiF. 

Being a&ed the queftion, he faid. That when he fold his 
property in, copy righ^t to his fon, it was known among the 
trade, that there was an appeal depending before the Houfe of 
Lords, upon the point. Whether there was any literary pro- 
perty at common law ? but that the witnefs, and the trade in 
general, was fo well confirmed by the determination of the 
Court of King's Bench, that he thought there was little or no 
rifque at all i for, that had fuch a doubt exifted in his mind, 
he could have fold that property fome years ago, for nearly as 
much, if not the whole it coft him. And that he knows not 
of any fale of copy rights derived under authors at common 
law, fince the determination in the Honfe of Lords ; nor of 
any within fix months previous to that decifion, except hi9 
own* 

VoL.Vn. M Being 
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Being afked, Whether, in his opinion, if relief is not granted 
in confequence of this application, there is not a danger of 
valuable books being out of print, from a dread of competition 
by the multitude of copies that may be printed by different 
bookfellers, in different parts, of the kingdom ? He faid. That 
would certainly be the confequence as to elegant editions. 

That he thinks a month before the late deciiion in the Houfe 
of Lords, he could have difpofed of his property in copy rights 
for a very inconfiderable lofs. 

Being aiked. Why it was not the cuftom of thofe who arc ^ 
pofleffed of copy right, to enter them in the books of the Sta- 
tioners Company ? He faid, He could only anfwer for himfelf, 
that he never thought the penalties prcfcribed by the Aft of 
the eighth of Queen Anne were worth contending for, as z 
much fliorter and more complete relief might be had, by filing 
a Bill in Chancery 5 that the trade of a bookfeller is circum- 
fcribed by no law, nor any bye-law of the Stationers Company j 
and every man that pleafes may let up in the bufinefs, without 
an hour's fervitude to the trade ; and the wholefale bookfellers 
in London, folicit the country bookfellers to fupply them with 
books. 

I Then the agent for the petitioners produced to your Com- 
mittee, copy of a judgment of the Court of King's Bench, iu 
the caufe of Millar againft Taylor, in the feventh year of the 
reign of his prefcnt Majefty, in the year of our Lord 1766} 
whereby it appeared, that Millar recovered againft Taylor is, 
damages, and 60L cofts. 

Mr. John Wilkie, clerk to the bookfellers publick auftions, 
produced to your Committee an account, whereby it appeared 
that the fum of 49,981!. 5s. had been laid out at fuch publicfc 
auftions fince the year 1755, in money for copyrights; in 
which account the money laid out by private contrafts is not 
included. Then 

There was produced to your Committee, copy of a jucfg- 
ment of the Houfe of Lords, upon the appeal of Alexander 
Donaldfon and John Donaldfon, and the anfwer of Thomas 
Becket, Peter Abraham De Hondt, John Rivington, and 
others, refpondents ; whereby it is ordered and adjudged by 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aflembled, 
that the faid decree complained of in the faid appeal be re- 
verfed. 

In fupport of the allegations of the fecond^mentioned 
petition, 

Mr, Auguftine Greenland informed your Committee, that 
doubts have arifen, whether the rigl^t granted by the Aft of 
tUe eighth of Queen Anne to the i^uthors of books^ extends to 
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the authors of books or compofitions in mufick : that Mefl! 
Longman, Lukie, and company, and one Thorougbgood, 
have pubHfhed the compofitions of Mafters in Mufick, • appre- 
hending fuch compofitions were not within the intention of 
the faid Aft of the eighth of Queen Anne ; but that the wit- 
ncfs had not taken the opinion of counfel upon it. 

A motion was made, and the queftion being propofed. That 
leave be given to bring in a Bill for Relief of Bookfellers, and 
others, by vefting the copies of printed books in the purchafers 
of fuch copies from authors or their afligns, for a time therein 
to be limited ; 

An Amendment was propofed to be made to the queftion, 
by leaving out from the word " others" to the end of the 
quedion^ and inferting « Purchafers of copy rights, within 
a limited 'time.'^ 

And the queftion being put. That the words propofed to be 
left out ftand part of the queftion j 

The Houfe divided* 

The yeas went forth. 

TeUersfor the Yeas, ^ JJj; ^jS^tm^^^ SawbridgeJ ^^ 

rr» 11 iT ^u XT ^ The Lord Folkeftonc, 5 ^ 
TenersfortheNoes,^j^^ g^^^^^ ^25 

So it was refolved in the affirmative. 

Then the main queftion being put. That leave be given to 
bring in a Bill for Relief of Bookfellers, and others, by vefting 
the copies of printed books in the purchafers of fuch copies 
from authors or their afiigns, for a time therein to be limited i 

The Houfe divided. 

The yeas went forth. 

TeUers for the Yeas, ^ J^; ^^^^o^th. ] S* 

TeUersfor theNoes, ^ JJj; chSj^^Se^lpS. ] "^ 

So it was refolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That Mr. Feilde, Mr. Alderman Sawbridge, Mr. 
Solicitor General, Mr. Dunning, Mr. Burke, Mr. Alderman 
Harley, and Mr. Harris, do prepare, and bring in the faid 
BiU. 

March 25. The following petition was prefented againft the 
Bill to remove the Board of Cuftoms from the town of Bofton^ 
by the Lord Mayor. 
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To the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
afiembled. The humble Petition of feveral Natives of North 
America. 

Sheweth> 

*< That your petitioners being natives of his Majefl7*s do* 
minions in America, are deeply interefted in every proceeding 
of this Honorable Houfe, which touches the life, liberties, or 
property of any perfon or perfons in the faid dominions. 

«< That your petitioners conceive themfelves and their fel- 
lo\v-fubje£ts entitled to the rights of natural juftice, and to the 
common law of England, as their unalienable birth-right : 
That they apprehend it to be an inviolaUe rule of natural 
juftice, that no man fhall be condemned unheard $ ;and that 
according to law no perfon or perfons can be judgdi'.vithout 
being called upon to anfwer, and being permitted tc^'hear the 
evidence againfl them, and to make their defence. 

** That it is therefore with the deepeft forrow they under- 
ftand, that this Honorable Houfe is now about to pafs a Bill to 
punifh, with unexampled rigour, the town .of Bofton, for a 
trefpafs committed by fome perfons unknown, upon the pro- 
perty of the Eail-india Company, without the faid town's being 
appnfed of any accufation tn'ought againft them, or being per- 
mitted to hear the evidence, or msdke their defence. Your 
petitioners conceive fuch proceedings to be direftly repugnant 
to every principle of law and juftice, and that under fuch a 
precedent, no man, or body of men in America, could enjoy 
^ moment's fecurity : for if judgn^ent be immediately to follow 
an accufation againft the people of America, fupported even by 
perfons notorioufly at enmity with them, the accufed unac- 
quainted with the charge, and from the nature of their fituation 
utterly incapable of anfwering and defending themfelves, every 
fence againft falfe accufation will be pulled down, juftice no 
longer be their ihield, nor innocence an exemption from pu- 
nifhment. 

Tour petitioners beg leave to reprefent, that law in America 
minifters redrefs for any injury fuftained there^j and they can 
moft truly affirm, that it is executed in that country with as 
much impartiality as in any other part of his Majefty's domi* 
nions. In proof of this, they appeal to an inftance of great 
notoriety, in which, under every circumftance that could ex- 
afperate the people, and difturb the courfe of juftice, Captaiil 
Prefton and his foldiers had a fair trial and a favourable ver- 
di<^. While the due courfe of law holds out redrefs for any 
injury fuftained in America, they apprehend the interpofition 
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of Parliamentary power to be fall of danger, and without any 
precedent. If the perfons who committed this trefpafs are 
known, then the Eaft-India Company have their remedy 
againft them at law ; if they are unknown, your petitioners 
cannot comprehend by what rule of juftice the town can be 
punifhed for a civil injury committed by perfons not known to 
belong to them. 

<< Your petitioners conceive that there is not an inftancc> 
even in the moft arbitrary times, in which a city was punifhed 
by Parliamentary authority, without being heard, for a civil 
offence nof committed within their jurifdi£tion, and without 
redrefs having been fought at common law. The cafes which 
they have heard adduced are direfUy againft it. That of the 
ELing againft the City of London, was for a murder com- 
mitted within its walls by its citizens, in open day. But even 
then, arbitrary as the times were, the trial was publick in a 
court of common law, the party heard, and the law laid down 
by the Judges was, that it was an ofience at the common law 
to fufier fuch a crime to be committed in a walled town, tent'^ 
fore JiUTfw, and none of the offenders to be known or indi^d. 
The cafe of Edinburgh, in whicli Parliament did interpofe, was 
the commifGon of an atrocious murder within her gates, and 
aggravated by an overt aft of high treafon in executing ag<unft 
the exprefs will of the Crown the King's laws. It is obfervablc, 
that thefe cities had by charter the whole executive power with- 
in themfelves, fo that a failure of juftice neceffarily enfued from 
their contrivance. In both cafes, however, full time was al- 
lowed them to difcharge their duty, and they were heard in 
their defence. But neither has time been allowed in this cafe, 
nor is the accufed heard, nor is Bofton a walled town, nor was 
the faifl committed within it, nor is the executive power in 
then* hands as it is in thofe of London and Edinburgh ; on the 
contrary, the Governor himfelf holds that power, and has 
been advifed by his Majeft/s Council to carry it into execution. 
If it has been neglefted, he alone is anfwerable ; if it has been 
executed, perhaps at this inftant, while puniftiment is infliA- 
ing here on thofe who have not been legally tried, the due 
courfe of law is operating there to the dilcovery and profecu- 
tion of the real offenders. 

*< Your jjetitioners think themfelves bound to declare to this 
Honorable Houfc, that they apprehend a proceeding of fuch 
exceffive rigour and injuftice will fink deep in the minds of their 
countrymen, and tend to alienate their affe£dons from this 
country. 

« TTiat the attachment of America cannot furvive the juftice 
of Great Britain. 

« That 
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■ *' That if they fee a different mode of trial cftablifhed for 
them and for the people of this country, a mode which vio- 
lates the facred principles of natural juftice, it may be pro- 
dudlive of national diftruft, and extinguifh thofc filial feelings 
of refpcft and aHcdtion, wiiich have hitherto attached them 
to the parent ftate. 

** Urged, therefore, by every motive of afFe£lion to both 
countiries ; by the moft earncft defire not only to prcferve 
their own rights, and thofe of their countrymen, but to pre- 
vent the dilfolution of that love, harmony, and confidence be- 
tween the two countries, which was their ufual blefSng and 
fupport. 

" Your petitioners do mofl eafneftly befeech this HonoP« 
able Houfe not to pafs the faid Bill.'* 
The Houfe went into a Committee on the BilL 
Mr. Fuller. Mr. FULLER faid. He intended to make an alteration in 
the Bill, by firlt fubflituting a fine before the blocking up the 
port ; he fhould therefore propofe, that the words " from 
and after," be left out, in order to infert one of his own. He 
faid, that Boflon was a port of the greatefl confequencc to this 
country of any exifling ; that the Bill before them was totally 
unprecedented, for that the cafe of Edinburgh, Glafgow, &€• 
and others that had been mentioned, was not in the leafl fi- 
milar ; that the penalty of blocking up their ports was too fe- 
vcre for the firfl offence ; that when the nation came to know 
the contents of this Bill, he Avas very fure they would be dif- 
fatisfied with it ; that the Boflonians, upon the firfl rcfiflance, 
will tell you they won't remit the money which they owe you; 
that nothing but confederacies would fpring up among them ; 
that he was flrongly of opinion, that this Bill could be car- 
ried into execution without a miUtary force; that if you 
fend over a fmall number of mien, the Boflon militia would 
immediately cut them to pieces ; that if you fend over a 
larger number, fix or feven thoufand, the Americans will 
debauch them; and that by thefe means we fhould only 
hurt ourfelves. I would begin, fays he, by an amercement ; 
nor would I wifh this Bill to take place, until they had re- 
fufed the payment of it ; he fhould apprehend, that about 
15,0001. would make amends to the India Company, and would 
in fome meafure be a relief to poor Malcolm (the Cuflom- 
houfe officer, who had been tarred and feathered) ; it was al- 
ways a rule in law, he faid, where damages are done by un- 
known perfons, that the community fhould be made to pay ; 
he therefore wifhed that the Houfe would adopt the propofi* 
tion he bad made. 

Air Hcr^ Mr. HERBERT rofe, and oppofed the meafure which Mr. 

Wn. Fuller 
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Fuller propofcd ; faid, The propofition would by no means re- 
lieve us, but throw us into greater difficulties. He faid, the 
Boftonians would certainly rcfift the payment of the line 5 that 
wc muft then have recourie to this method ; the meafure pro- 
pofed was ftill more likely to be refifted than the Bill, becaufe 
the fine will be laid on all America ; this would induce others 
to join in the oppoiition, who before were not concerned in 
it. He faid, the Americans were a llrange fet of people, and 
that it was in vain to cxpedl any degree of reafoning from 
them ; that inftead of making their claim by argument, they 
always chofe to decide the matter by tarring and feathering ; 
that the method now propofed in the Bill would become more 
a puniihment by their refufal than by their compliance; that the 
Americans alone were the perfons by whofe behaviour the le- 
nity or feverity of the meafure was to be proved ; he therefore 
fhould agree to the Bill, in preference to the amendment pro- 
pofed. 

LORD NORTH rofe, and oppofed the amendment 5 faid, ^^'^^North, 
However great his obligations were to the candour and pub- 
lick fpirit of the Honorable Gentleman who made the motion, 
yet he differed much from him in the amendment propofed. 
His Lordfhip obferved, that though the Honorable Gentle- 
man had faid it was the firft offence, yet upon recoUe^ion he 
was very fure he would not be of that opinion, as the people 
at Bofton had began many years ago to endeavour to throw off* 
all obedience to this country ; that, indeed, this was the firft 
time that Parliament had proceeded to punifh them. He faid, 
I am by no means an enemy to lenient meafures, but I find 
that refolutions of cenfure and warning will avail nothing; 
we muft therefore proceed to fome immediate remedy ;~ now 
is our time to ftand out — to defy them — to proceed with firm- 
nefs, and without fear ;— that they would never reform until 
we take a meafure of this kind. Let this Bill produce a con- 
viftion to all America, that we are now in earneft, and that ^^ 

we will proceed with firmnefs and vigour 5 that conviftion 
would be loft, if they fee us hefitating and doubting ; that it 
would be enough to fhew that Great Britain is in earneft. 
The merchandize now will be landed at Marble-head, in the 
port of Salem, which is putting Bofton about feventeen miles 
from the fea with refpe^l to foreign trade ; this reftri£tion 
will be continued as long as they perfift in their proceedings ; 
it will operate feverely or mildly againft them, according to 
their behaviour ; if they are obftinate, the meafure will be fe- 
TOre ; if not, mild* He believed that Bofton would not im*. 
mediately fubmit to a fine, nor to the intention of the prefent 
Bill, unlefs it came attended with a mark of refolution and 
firwiei3 that wc mean to punlQi them, and alTert our right ^. . ^ 
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it is impoiEblc to fuppofe but foaie of our own people may in 
fbme degree fuffer a little, but we muft compare thofe tempo- 
rary incotiveniences with the lofs of that country, and its due 
obedience to us ;^ they bear no comparifon ; and the prefer<p 
cncc muft certainly Ije given to the latter, and attended tow 
The Honorable Gentleman, he faid, tells us, that the Ameri- 
cans will not pay their debts due to this country, unlefs we 
comply with their difpofition. I believe, fays his Lordfhip, 
things will remain much in the fame ftate as they did upon z 
Hke occaiion 5 they threatened us with the fame thing if wc 
did not repeal the Stamp A£l 5 we repealed that A£l, and they 
did not pay their debts. If tliis threat is yielded to, we may 
as wdl take no remedy at all; their threats will hold equally 
good to the fine propofed by the Honorable Gentleman, as to 
the operation of this Bill. I hope, adds his Lordfhip, that 
wc every one feel, that it is the common caufe of us all, and 
fuch an unanimity will go half way to their obedience to thw 
BilL The Honorable Gentleman tells us, that the Aft will 
be a wafte piece of paper, and that an army will be required 
to put it in execution. The good of this Aft is, that four or 
five frigates will do the bufinefs without any military force $ 
hat if it is necefiaoy^ I fhould not hciitate a moment to en- 
force a due obedience to the laws of this country. The fitua* 
tion of the troops in that country has been fuch, that no ma- 
siftrate or civil officer of the peace has been willing to call 
forth their ftrength on proper occaiions ; it will become us to 
find out fome method whereby the military force may aft with 
efieft, an4 without bloodihed, in endeavouring to fupport and 
maintain the authority of Great Britain; but I hope that this Aft 
will not, in any fhape, require a military force to put it in exe- 
cution ; the reft of the Colonies will, not take fire at the pro- 
per punifhment inflifted on thofe who have difobeyed your 
authority ; we fhall then be nearly in a fituation, that all le- 
nient meafures will be at an end if they do ; but if we exert 
ourfelves now with firmnefs and intrepidity, it is the more 
likdy they will fubmit to our authority. If the confequences 
of their not obeying this Aft are likely to produce rebellion, 
that confequence belongs to them, and not to us ; it is not' 
what we have brought on, but what they alone have occa^ 
fioned ; we are only anfwerable that our meafures are juft and 
oquitable. Let us continue to proceed with firmnefs, juftice, 
and refblution ; which, if purfued, will certainly produce that 
due obedience and refpeft to the laws of this country, and 
tjbe fbcurity of the trade o£ its. people, whkh I do ardentljr 
wifh for* 
Mr. Gaf. Mr. GASCOIGNE faid. He differed much from the pro* 
coigne. pofition made by Mr. EuUer, as an amendment to the BilL 
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Will Gentlemen confider what fort of Afts of Aflcmbly the 
Boftonians have lately pafleJ ? They have fent over one law, 
to be approved of by his Majefty, for the raifing and purchaf- 
log twelve pieces of brafs cannon ; thefe, he faid, were to be 
produced againft the prcfcnt propofition of amendment. D<> 
thele proceedings look with a peaceable eye to the propofition 
of his Honorable Friend ? It is not, fays he, the acVs of tar- 
ring and feathering only that fhew their difpleafure to pcrfons 
who have oflended them ; they have other modes of punifli- 
jnent, which they make ufe of by way of argument and rea- 
Ibn ; the houle of any perfon with whom they are difpleafed, 
they immediately daub over with excrement and tar, by which 
means the whole family is obliged to quit it. Thefe people, 
faid he, he was afraid, would hardly ever be brought to rea- 
fon ; for the moment a perfon offered to argue, the reply was, 
cither tarring, feathering, or daubing the houfe. That the 
Bill before them now, he apprehended, would bring thefe tar- 
ring and feathering cafuifts to a little better reafon ; nor did 
he imagine that a military force would be in the lead necef- 
fary ; that as their meetings were chiefly made up of mer- 
chants, the prefcribing limitations to their trade would be the 
only way to bring fuch merchants to their fenfes. 

Mr. MONTAGUE (fecond fon of Lord Sandwich) rofe for Mr. Mon- 
his firft time in the Houfe. He faid. That it was ufual to be- ^^^ 
gin by making fome fort of apology to the Houfe as a virgin 
orator 5 that he fhould, for the prefent, wave that, but fhould 
venture what little he had to fay with as much propriety and 
decency as he was able. He faid, he was the youngcft Mem- 
ber in the Houfe, and therefore might more properly lay his 
thoughts before the Houfe, in order that they might hereafter 
be corrected by men more able, and of greater experience j 
and that he might at laft be induced to give his vote at leaft 
reftified with fome fanftion of authority. He expatiated much 
on the load of debt which this country had incurred on ob- 
taining America in Germany j that we had fpilt the deareft 
and beft blood we had in the attainment of it ; that it had 
been the refult and deliberation of our councils to obtain the 
pofleflion of it by any means, and at any rifque whatfoever ; 
that it had been the darling objeft of this country, ever iince 
we poflTeiTed it, to cherifli and nourifli it as the main prop and 
fiipport of the conftitutional body of Great Britain ; that after 
all tliefe ftruggles for tlie pofleflion of fuch a jewel in the 
Crown of this country, it would be madnefs, it would be folly 
indeed to the laft extremity, were we not to purfue the mofl: 
determined conduft to preferve it hereafter ; the giving up 
that gem which we have fo carefully and fo diligently poliihed. 

Vol. VU. N or 
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or ncglefting to enforce that due obedience, and ci^ltivate the 
friendlhip, would be as it were an aftual furrender of all our 
right and claim. He fpoke much upon the indulgence that 
had been fliewn to the Colonies by the Mother Country, and 
obferved, that we had received nothing in return but contempt 
of Government.' Was this filial friendfhip ? Was this that 
debt of gratitude which was owing to this country ? Or was 
this that bond of mutual connexion which ought td have fub-» 
fitted between the Mother Country and its Colonies ? He faid, 
he looked upon the unity of Jegiflation to be as eflential to the 
body politick, as the Deity was to religion ; that the diforders 
abroad had entirely been owing to our weak councils at home, 
and condemned much the tame, unmanly proceedings of Go- 
vernment towards the Americans. Thofe afts of the Ameri- 
cans call now loudly for that power and that interpofition 
which has been fo long, and with fo much danger to this 
country vWthheld. Let us, fays he, now proceed, and con- 
fidcr what it is moft prudent to do in the prcfent lituation of 
things, rdms Jic talibus. Let us confider whether the Bill be- 
fore us will not be the moft proper method that can be adopt- 
ed. The Bill before them, he (aid, would operate as a refto- 
rative and palliative j but if the amendment was adopted, 
which was propofcd by the Honorable Member, it would in- 
deed produce a punifliment, the tting of which Great Britain 
would in fome meafure feel. H<? expatiated much alfo upon 
Gentlemen in that Houfe who had been clamorous againfl: 
meafures of Government with a view to make thcmfelvcs po- 
pular ; he termed them a faftion, whofe Very exiftence had 
arofe merely as it were from the vilcft excrement of the earth. 
He begged pardon for having detained the Houfe fo long ; as 
they had been fo kind and indulgent to him in the attention 
which they fhewed, he v^'ould conclude with giving his hearty 
approbation to the Bill before the Houfe, as it bore on its 
face thofe diftinguifhing lines which ought to be the true cha« 
rafteriftic of every Britilh Minifter, moderation and courage. 
Mr. Byng. Mr. BYNG. — I rife, Sir, to fpeak my mind upon this, and 
whatever principles I have hitherto adopted, be they right or 
be they Avrong, I have always adhered to ; and as I live with, 
fuch opinions, I hope I fhall die in them. Mens charafters 
are kno\vn after their death, and to have fteadily adopted one 
uniform fct of principles, from which I have not deviated, I 
hope will not be deemed faftious. This Bill, fays he,, will. pre- 
vent all importation of goods to Bofton, and thereby create 
that aflbciation in the Americans which you have fo much 
wifhed to annihilate. You are not punifhing tlic Boftonians ; 
you are puniihing the EngliiU merchants. They, Sir, would 
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petition this Houfc, but they might petition it in vain. I am 
againft both the proportion of the amendment, and the Bill 
itfelf ; I therefore propolc, that after the words, " not to 
import goods," the words, " except of Britiili merchants" be 
inferted. 

Mr. STANLEY fpokc very fhort, and faid. That the place Mr.Stanlcyi 
where trade and merchandize could not be landed in fafety, 
was not a port, it was therefore proper that fome other port 
fliould be found out where the fubjc<^s of this country might 
land their merchandize in fafety. I think, fays he, the Bill 
which is now before you, as far as it can convey punifhmcnt 
will be unavoidable ; fomething mufl be done, an immediate 
remedy mud be hadj and, I think, none can be adopted fo 
free from objedlion as the Bill before you. 

Mr- DEMPSTER faid. That he knew of no Aft to which Mr, Dcmp. 
•he gave his hearty confent in a more willing manner, than to '^*^^' 
that which was for the repeal of the Stamp Aft ; he faid, our 
diforders had arifen from our attempts to tax the Americans 
by that odious Stamp Aft ; he was very fure, he faid, the de- 
ftruftion of America would be certain if we fliould offer to tax 
It. Have we not, faid he, given an extent of power to hisMajefly, 
to prevent the port of Bofton from ever being reinftated if the 
King fhould think proper ? What limit or line is drawn to de- 
fine when it will be proper,* right, and juft, that the port of 
Bofton (hould be reinftated. He faid, the dignity of Parlia- 
ment was by no means concerned in the difputes with our Co- 
lonies ; that we fliould treat them as our children, nourifli and 
proteft them. 

LORD NORTH got up to explain himfelf. When he men- LordNortlii 
tioned the threats of Bofton were not to be depended upon at 
the repeal of the Stamp Aft, he faid, he did not mean to rip 
up wantonly, and without occaflon, the mention of the repeal- 
ing the Stamp Aft } that he begged to be underftood in that 
light, only to fliew, that the threats of Bofton, at that time, 
m not paying their debts, unlefs the Stamp Aft was repealed, 
were not always to be depended upon. 

Mr. WARD faid. He was furprifed to hear that we were Mr. War4. 
not ilow to tax America ; that he was equally furprifed not to 
find that unanimity which he expefted upon the prefent Bill ; 
that he himfelf was much againft the repeal of the Stamp Aft ; 
that he had prcfented four petitions from his conftituents in 
favour of the repeal, but that he, at the fame time, told them 
he muft be againft them. He approved, he faid, of this Bill, 
becaufe there was no other refource left ; that we were drove 
to the walL He difagreed, he faid, to the amendment. 
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there is any reafon to diftruft hU Majefty's Minifters, that they 
will not rcftore the port when it fliall be proper ; but I want 
to hear the reafon why this claufc ihould be fo left in the 
judgment of the Crown, and the next claufe (hould be fo par- 
ticularly granted, with fuch a guard upon his Majefty, to pre- 
vent him from rcftoring the port until the Eaft India Company 
ihall be fully fatisfied. 

Mr. PHIPPS faid, That nothing furely was fo proper as to Mr. Phippfc 
allow the Crown that power which always had been attributed 
to it, that of mercy ; his Majefty cannot deprive the people 
of a port without the leave of Parliament, but he may cer- 
tainly give one ; as to the power being lodged in the Crown, 
of reftoring the port upon proper contrition, it is highly pro- 
per, and not in Parliament, for Parliament may not be fitting 
at the time when the trade of Bofton ought to be reftored ; 
that power which has a right to give a port, has alfo a power 
of appointing quays and wharfs ; if the power was not lodged 
in the Crown, quays and wharfs might be made at places to- 
tally inconvenient to the Cuftom-houfc officers, and therebjr 
prevent the collection of his Majeft/s revenues. 

LORD NORTH (to explain) faid, That the teft of the LordNottlte 
Boftonians will not be the indemnification of the Eaft India 
Company alone, it will remain in the breaft of the King not to 
reftore the port until peace and obedience fball be obferved 
in the port of Bofton. I am ready (fays his Lordfhip) to ad- 
mit a daufe to fecure thofe wharfs and quays which are now 
in ufe, to be the fame when the port fhall be reftored. He 
obferved, he had been charged with changing his opinicm; 
that the declaration which he had made tended chiefiy to the 
punifiiment of the Boftonians, and that the Bill particularly 
adhered to the views of making the India Company fatisfac- 
tion. He believed the Houfe would do him the juftice to fay, 
that he'had declared both thofe meafures to be his intention at 
the firft fctting out of the bufijiefe, as well as to reftore the 
trade to a proper footing ; that he hoped he had never de- 
viated from them, notwithftanding what the Honorable Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Fox) had charged him with ; that he Ihould 
never be afhamed, at any time, to give up his opinion upon 
good grounds ; it would be the height of obftinacy not to do 
it, when he faw any good reafons to guide his opinion to bet- 
ter judgment. 

Mr. VAN faid, He agreed to the flagitioufiiefs of the of-Mr. Vi% 
fence in the Americans, and therefore was of opinion, that the 
town of Bofton ought to be knocked about their ears, and 
deftroyed| ddcnda efl Carthago. Says he, I atn of opinion you 
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will never meet with that proper obedience to the laws of this 
country, until you have deftroyed that nefts of locufls. 
Colonel COLONEL BARRE faid. He had very little thoughts of 

Barrc. troubling the Committee npon this claufe, but for an ex- 
preffion which fell from an Honorable Gentleman under the 
gallery, 4elenda eft Carthago. I jQiould not have rofe, fays he, 
had it not been for thofe words. The Bill before you b the 
firft vengeful ftep that you have taken. We ought, to go 
coolly to this bufinefs, and not trouble our heads with who 
pafled, or who repealed the Stamp Aft, or other taxes. We 
arc to proceed rebus ftc talibtis. The proposition made ye I 
thought a moderate one, though Imuft confefs I hate the 
word fine; it is a tax, and as long as I fit here among you I 
will oppofe the taxing of America. . This Bill, I am afiraid, 
draws in the fatal doftrine of fubmitting to taxation \ it is alfo 
a doubt by this Bill, whether the port is to be reftored to its 
full extent. Keep your hands out of the pockets of the Ame- 
ricans, and they will be obedient fubjefts. I have not a doubt, 
fays he, but a very fmall part of our ftrength will, at any time, 
overpower them. I think this Bill a moderate one ; but I au* 
gur that the next propofition will be a black one. You have 
not a loom nor an anvil but w:hat is ftamped with America ; 
it is the main prop of your trade. Parliament may fancy 
that they have rights in theory, which Til anfwer for they 
can never reduce to praftice. America employs all your work- 
men here 5 nouriih and proteft it, that they may be fupportcd. 
The claufes objeftcd to pafled in the affirmative without any 
diviiion but one or two negatives being given againft it. 

The Committee broke up, and the Bill was reported that 
night, and ordered to be engroiTed. 

March 2j. The Speaker put the queftion on the Bofton 
Port Bill, That the Bill do pafs. 
Mr. Fox. Mr. C. FOX faid. He got up only to make a motion to 
. leave out the two daufes, which, in the Committee, he had 
objcfted to. 

The Speaker defired to know if any amendment was in- 
tended to be made before he put the queftion, as fuch amend- 
ment would then more properly come in. 

Mr. Cooper propofed a fmall amendment, of inferting after 
the words November, December, and January, the word " laft.** 
r The queftion was then put, tliat thofe words that were read, 

down to the amendment, from the beginning of the claufe, 
fhould ftand part of the Bill \ it pafled in the affirmative with- 
out a diSenting voice. 

Mr, 
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Mr. FOX made the fame objeftion to the words of the other Mr. Fox. 
claufe, which alfo pailed in the affirmative without two nega« 
tivcs ; he faid, he did it, in order that it might appear on the 
Journals, that fomebody did object to them. The queftion,- 
That this Bill do pafs, being put up again, 

Mr. DOWDESWELL faid, he role to give his diflent to Mr. 
paffing the fame into a law ; that he had not the leaft degree ^^JJ^^^cl- 
of timidity in rifing to oppofe it ; that he always thought the 
propofition totally unjuft and unfair. By the Bill, a perfon is 
to underftand, that the commerce of all his Majefty's fubjefts 
IS interrupted ; and faid, I cannot give my aflent to it, imtil I 
hear the complaints from the ditlerent r anufadbirers of iron, 
leather, wool, &c. and the merchants of this country, which 
complaints, I imagine the hurry of paffing this Bill totally 
prevents. It is not, fays he, that any other goods are inter- 
rupted in the port of Bofton, but thofe which are charged with 
Z duty from hence. Look to the confequences of this Bill 5 you 
are contending for a matter which the Boftonians will not give 
up quietly. I remember, fays he, when it was held a doftrine 
in this Houfe, by perfons of great and extenfive knowledge, 
that we had no right to tax America. There is now no fuch 
opinion; the queftion was then, ** Whether, with the profits 
which we receive from all our manufacfhires exported hence, 
it would be a virife meafure to tax America ?" What is the 
rcafon, fays he, that you fingle out Bofton for your particular 
refentment ? Have there been no other towns in America which 
have difobeyed your orders ? Has not Philadelphia, New York, 
and feveral other provinces, fent back their tea ? Has not the 
Eaft India Company fufFered nearly as much damage from the 
tea being fent back, as indeed where they have landed it ? 
Charles Town is the only place where they have fuffered the 
tea to be landed 5 and what have they done ? They have put 
it into a damp cellar, and the whole has become rotten and 
ufelefs. You find yourfelves, fays he, much at a lofs.about 
this Bill, and are much hurt, becauie the innocent are likely 
to be involved in the fame punifliment with the guilty. You 
are now going to cenfure them, in the fame manner as was 
done in the cafe of Edinburgh and Glafgow, where the peo- 
ple at large were to fufter for the negleft of their magiftrates. 
There is a great difference between the magiftrates of Edin- 
burgh and thofe of Bofton ; thofe at Edinburgh are chofen by 
the people j thofe at Bofton are not ; they are appointed by the 
council, and the council are elefted by the province at large. 
You are going, fays he, to appoint a new port, where there 
are neither fufficient wharfs, quays, or waVehoufcs for carry^ 
ing QD bufinelsy Yqu hereby puoiih tlie Britiib merchants 

much 
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much more feverely than the people of Bofton. The folly and 
childifhnefs of canying on fuch a projeft is certainly very evi- 
dent. All that you have effected, is to carry your merchan- 
dize 17 miles further from the town of Bofton, fo that the 
Boftonians fhall be obliged to be at an additional expence in 
conveying their merchandize from the port of Salem by land. 
You aik, fays he, why the Americans don't pay their debts ? 
If you ftop the exports, you will of courfe ftop the payment 
of thofe debts. Now, Sir, fays he, let us confider how this 
Bill is founded upon principles of juftice ; if Parliament con- 
tinually pafles Bills, fometimes to punifh the perfon, at other 
times the places, you will, by and by, have your hands fully 
employed j you will foon inflame all America, and ftir up a 
contention you will not be able to pacify and quiet. The paflP* 
ing this Bill in a week or fo, does not give time to the injured 
perfons in America to petition this Houfe for redrefs. I re- 
joice, that you have at leaft had one petition from the natives 
of America refiding in this country ; the language of that pe- 
tition bears the face of a well-wrote, unanfwerable argument ; 
it is no common petition, it is the ftrong and pathetic lan- 
guage that tells their own feelings, and thofe of their fellow fub- 
jefts in America. I wifli to hear fome arguments offered by 
any gentleman in this Houfe, againft what is contained in it, 
for it will be faid, both here and in America, that fuch reafons 
and arguments deferve an anfwer. 
Mr. wcU Mr. WELBORE ELLIS faid, he. did not rife to anfwer 
hot€ LUii. the Hon. Gentleman to the firft part of what he advanced, 
being arguments which had, in a former debate, been urged 
and fufficiently replied to. He faid, this behaviour of the 
Americans was the moft direft oppofition to the laws of this 
country that could poflibly be conceived. If this country, fays 
he, h;^ not a right to pafs a tax on America, they have no 
right to pafs any law whatfoever relative to it. The prefcnt 
BUI, he faid, confirms no tax •, it enafts none, it impofes none ; 
the tax upon tea was introduced to prevent tea being fmuggled 
into that country. The Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dowdeftvell) 
had faid, this Bill was unjuft and unwife. I differ much from 
him, fays he, and think it both juft and wife. This Bill makes 
it expedient for them to do their duty, and puts the Boftonians 
upon the inquiry to find out who were the parties that com- 
mitted this riot ; the perfons or magiftrates in the town, not 
inquiring into the proceedings, are much to blame, and I can- 
not think this Bill in the leaft unwife. Can it, Sir, fays he, 
be unwife, unlefs it is unwife to maintain the authority of 
this country, and to punifh thofe who have been the aggreilbrs 
againft its laws ? The Hon. Gentleman, he faid, had men^ 
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tioned that others were guilty, and why were they not punifli- 
cd ? There is, faid he, a different degree of crime in each of 
them, and fomc are more to blame than others. It is treafon 
in the Boftonians^ and can only be deemed a high crime and 
mifdemeanor in the others; but, in my mind, it appears to 
be wife, firft, to iingle out Bofton as the principal ringleader 
of the whole difturbancc, and begin this punilhmont tlicrc, to 
fee what effeft the proceedings will have ; I therefore think 
this Bill wife, prudent, and juil. 

Mr. E. BURKE— I trouble you in the lail ffcage of the Bill, Mr. e. 
becaufe I would not appear petulant when my objections run ^^'^^^ 
to the whole of the Bill. I never knew any thing that has 
given me a more heart-felt forrow than the prefeiit meafuie. 
This Bill is attempted to be haftened through the Houfe in 
fuch a manner, that I can by no means affent to it ; it is to bo 
carried by force and threats into execution j and you have even 
refiifed to hear Mr. Bollan, the agent, declaring him to be no 
agent for Maffachufcts Bay, or properly authorifed by them to 
grefent fuch petition 5 you have not now one left in England 
to be heard in behalf of any of the Colonies 5 the only ob- 
ftru<5tion that this BUI has had, has been owing to its own vis 
inertia 5 but perfons who oppofe this Bill, are immediately put 
to the fame kind of punifhment in the publick papers which 
offenders in America are. Look, Sir, fays he, into the pub- 
lick papers, you will fee Cinna, and a thoufand other Roman 
names, throwing out their inveftives, and tarring and feather- 
ing all thofe who dare oppofe the Bill ; I fuppofe I ihall reap my 
ihare for this oppofition : but. Sir, at all events, I will enter my 
reafons and protefts againfl this Bill, and will mount my little 
palfrey, and fpeak of injufticc which the Bill contains with the 
greateft confidence. The grievance which is ftated in the pa- 
pers before you on the table, appears to be an univerfal refift- 
ance from ail America againfl any goods or merchandize that 
fhall be loaded with taxes 5 he defired that part of General 
Haldiman's letter, declaring the refolution of the Americans not 
to fubmit to receive goods with duty upon them might be read ; 
he read the extraft he had made in his place ; he faid, the 
whole meeting in the town of Boflon confided of fix or feven 
hundred men of the firft rank and opulent fortune in the place ; 
that the proceedings were cqndudted with the utmoft decency. 
He faid, this was not a meeting of mean perfons, but that 
theacls ofrefiftance were all countenanced by univerfal confent. 
Obferve, fays he, that the difturbances are general 5 fhew me 
one port in all America where the goods have been landed and 
Tended j the diftemper is general, but the puniflimcnt is local, 
by way of exchange. Whether it will be effeftual or not, I 
Vol. VII. O dou't 
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don't know ; but, Sir, fays he, let me paint to this Houfe the 
impropriety of a meafure like this 5 it is a remedy of the moft 
imcertain operation ; view but the confequence, and you will 
repent the meafure ; give orders at once, fays he, to your Ad- 
mirals to bum and deftroy the town ; that will be both efiefhial, 
proper, and moderate, and of a, piece with the reft of your 
proceedings, event us trijlis. One town in profcription, the reft 
in rebellion, can never be a remedial meafure for general diC» 
turbances. Have you confidered, fays he, whether you have 
troops and fhips fufficient to enforce an univerfal profcription 
to the trade of the whole continent of America ? If you have 
not, the attempt is childifh, and the operation fruitlefs. Only, 
Sir, fays he, fee the conftquence of blocking up one part ; for 
inftance, that of Virginia Bay ; which, if you do, you will de- 
ftroy the tobacco trade, and thereby bring, as it were, a cer- 
tain ruin on your own merchants at Glafgow and Edinburgh. 
This Bill, fays he, has been thought a vigorous, but not a 
rigorous punifhment. It is my opinion that you might even 
punifli the individuals who committed the violence, without 
involving the innocent ; I ftiould approve much of that ; but. 
Sir, to take away the trade from the town of Boflx)n, is furcly 
a fcvere punifhment. Would it not be a rigorous meafure to 
take away the trade of the Thames, for inftance, and direct 
the merchandife to be landed at Gravefend ? I call this Bill 
very unjuft that is now to be adopted. Is it not fundamentally 
unjuft to prevent the parties who have offended being heard 
in their defence ? Juftice, Sir, is not to be meafured by geo- 
graphical lines nor diftance. Every man. Sir, fays he, is au- 
thorifed to be a magiftrate, to put a ftop to difturbances which 
he perceives to be committed againft his Majeftys peace ; but 
did you cxpeft that the people who were not prefent at fuch 
difturbances, fliouldbc equally punifhed for not aiding and 
affifting in putting an end to thofe riots which they never faw 
or heard of? This, Sir, fays he, is furely the do£Wne of de- 
vils, to require men to be prefent in every part of America 
wherever a riot happens ; but this Bill involves thofe who have 
never in the leaft been guilty ; and then you again fay, that the 
difturbances which did happen ought to have been immedi* 
ately put a ftop to by the people of Bofton, and that they were 
bound to prcierve the good order of the town ; but. Sir, I 
have too much reverence for the image of God to conceive that 
the Honorable Gentleman (Mr. Welbore Ellis) does really and 
' truly imbibe fuch a doftrine. He then read part of Colonel 

Leflie's letter. No. 45, wKerein the Colonel faid, that neither 
the Governor, nor the Council, nor any of the Cuftom-houfe 
officers, have ever yet applied to me for any affiftance 5 if they 

had^ 
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had, I could moft ceruinly have put a ftop to all their riot and 
violences, but not without fome bloodlhed, and firing upon 
their town, and killing many innocent people. Why, Sir, lays 
he, did not the Governor at once fend for this alliflance ? 
Was it contrary to, or do you think he would have broke 
through his inftruftions if he had endeavoured, by fuch ways 
and means, to preferve the pubHc peace, and prevent violences 
from being committed ? The fault of this Governor ought not 
to be the means of puniihment for the innocent. You have 
found that there was no Government there. Why did not 
the Governor excrcife his authority ? Why did not the 
fliips execute their duty? What was the reafon they did 
not aft ? Why is not Mr. Hancock, and the chief people who 
arc known, punifhed, and not involve the innocent with the 
guilty in one univerlal calamity ? You, furely. Sir, cannot have 
power to take away the trade of a port, and call it privilege ! 
Why was not your force that was prefent applied to quell the 
difturbances ? How came they to be fo feeble and inaftive ? 
How are you fure that the orders and frigates which you now 
fend will aft better ? I cannot think this, by any means, a pru- 
dent meafure, in blocking up one port after another ; the con- 
fequence will be dreadful, and I am afraid deftruftive ; you 
wiU draw a foreign force upon you, perhaps, at a tim^ when 
you little expeft it ; I will not fay where that will end •, I will 
be filent upon that head, and go no further, but think of the 
confequence. Again, Sir, in one of the claufes of the Bill you 
profcribe the property of the people, to be governed and mea- 
fured by the will of the Crown. This is a ruinous and danger- 
ous principle to adopt. There is an univerfal difcontent 
throughout all America, from an internal bad government. 
There are but two ways to govern America ; either to make it 
fubfervient to all your laws, or to let it govern itfelf by its own 
internal policy. I abhor the meafure of taxation where it is 
only for a quarrel, and not for a revenue ; a meafure that is 
teizing and irritating without any good effeft ; but a reviiion 
of this queftion will one day or other come, wherein I hope 
to give my opinion. But this is the day then that you wilh to 
go to war with all America, in order to conciliate that country 
to this J and to fay that America fhall be obedient to all the 
laws of this country. I wifli to fee a new regulation and plan 
of a new legiflation in that country, not founded upon your 
laws and ftatutes here, but grounded upon the vital principles 
of Englifh liberty. 

IVfr. GREY CX>OPER iaid, he could not agree in the doc- Mr. Crey 
trines laid down by the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, that Coor»* 
the Bill y/fdfi uajaft or unwifc ; it was, he faid, in his opinion, 
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try, the emoluments of which arife from the labour and fweat 
of an American brow, it will undoubtedly, and very properly, 
totally annihilate the power of any fupreme officer in that 
country. Men look up to their fuperiors, and obey tlieir di- 
re(^tions according to the emoluments received from them; 
and when once there is no dependence in it, there will be na 
obedience, 
sir Fletcher SIR FLETCHER NORTON faid, he only got up to 
Norton. |^now> whether there was to be an Aflembly left to the Ameri- 
cans, or not ? for he was not able to fay, from what he had 
heard from the noble Lord, whether the Affembly was to be 
annihilated or not. 
LordNorth. LORD NORTH arofe to aflure the Right Honorable Mem- 
ber, that there would be nothing in this Bill that afFeftcd 
either the AfTembly or the Council in their legiflative power. 
Mr. s. Fox.. Mr. STEPHEN FOX faid. Can there be any thing fo nc- 
ceffiiry to alter as that government which can neither govern 
nor manage itfelf ? The people of Boflon have behaved in a 
moft outrageous maimer^ militating againft every principle of 
law and jufticc, combating againft its own conftitutional 
power, and totally fubverting every idea of order and regu- 
larity. Would you let thele men go on in that chaos of 
difturbance ? Would you wifh them to proceed fo precipi- 
tately to their ruin and'deftruftion, without once lending the 
aid of your deliberations to refcue them from the felf-coa- 
ceived and falfe opinions which they have imbibed. I hope> 
Sir, this Houfe will lend its advice, and endeavour to favc 
thefe hot-headed Americans, not by violent meafures> but by 
firm and manly proceedings. 
Lord Geo. LORD G. GERMAINE. — It may not be improper. Sir, i 
Germain, hope, to throw out a little upon this occafion, and to aik for 
further information, to know whether this is to be the extent 
of the propofition with regard to the falutary meafures that 
are to be made and taken in this Committee, during this 
■whole feflions 5 if fo, Sir, I fhould be glad to give my poor 
opinion, and add my mite of prefervation to that country. 1 
could have wifhed that the noble Lord, when he was form- 
ing this fcheme of falvation to this country, would have, at 
leail, confidered that there were other parts of the internal 
government ncceflary to be put under fome regulation* I 
mean particularly the internal government of the province of 
Maflachufets Bay. I wifh to fee the Council of that country 
on the fame footing, and on the fame ftate as other Colonies-. 
There is a degree of abfurdity, at prefent, in the election of 
the Council. I cannot. Sir, difagree with the noble Lord^ 
nor can I think he will do a better thing, tlian to put an end. 

to 
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to their town meetings. I would not have men of a mercan- 
tile caft every clay coliefting themfelvcs together, and debat- 
ing about political matters ; I would have them follow their 
occupations as merchants, and not coniidcr themfelves as mi- 
nifters of that country. I would alfo wiili, that all corporate 
powers might be given to certain people in every town, in 
the fame manner that corporations are formed here ; I fliould 
then expeft to fee fome fubordination, fomc authority and order. 
I don't know by what power thofe are to be formed, but I 
wifli that they may be formed by fomc. Again, Sir, I think 
that the method of grand juries ought to be much attended 
to : they are now chofen for life, and have a yearly falary, and 
thefe are the men to whom your life and property is entrufted. 
Your people know to whom to make application, when law 
and juftice are wilhed to be fubvertcd by favour and affection. 
Your petty juries are eledled annually, fo many perfons in 
each town ; to thefe men offenders know how to apply ; and 
when any riot happens between the military power and the 
people of the town, the jury, being taken principally out of 
that town, the power of the life and death of the offender is - 
lodged in thofe who are offended. Thefe juries, I think, 
require great regulation : they are totally different from ours, 
and, in my idea, carry with them not only the higheft degree 
of abfurdity, but are fubjeft to be led afide to commit the 
higheft and moft palpable enormities againft juilice and the 
laws of the land. I would not wifh to protract the noble 
Lord's Bill, either by lengthening it out to a degree which he 
does not wiih it to go, nor to oppofe the meafures which he 
has already adopted. I would wifh to bring the conftitution 
of America as near and fimilar to our own as is poflible. I would 
wifh to fee the Council of that country fimilar to a Houfe of 
Lords in this. I would wifh to fee chancery fuits determined 
by a court of chancery, and not by the Affembly of that pro- 
vince. At prefent, their Affembly is a downright clog upon 
all the proceedings of the Governor, and the Council are con- 
tinually thwarting and oppofing any propofition he may make 
for the fecurity and wel&re of that government. You have. 
Sir, no Government, no Governor, the whole are the pro- 
ceedings of a tumultuous and riotous rabble, who ought, if 
they had the leafl prudence, to follow their mercantile em- 
ployment, and not trouble themfelves with politicks and go- 
vernment, which they do not underftand. We are told by 
fome Gentlemen, oh ! do not break the charter ; do not take 
away their rights that are granted to them by the predeceffors 
of the Crown j whoever. Sir, wifhes to preferve fuch char- 
ters, without a due correftion and regulation ; whoever, Sir, 
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wiflies for fuch fubje^ls, I wifli them no worfe than to go- 
vern them. Put this people, Sir, upon a free footing of go- 
vernment 5 do not let us be every day aflerting our rights by 
words, and they denying our authority, and preventing the 
execution of our laws. Let us. Sir, perfevere in refining that 
government which cannot fupport itfelf, and proceed on iix 
the manner we have begun, and I make no doubt but, by a 
manly and ftcady perfeverance, things may be reftored from a 
liatc of anarchy and confufion, to peace, quietude, and a due 
obedience to the laws of this country. 
LordNorth. LORD NORTH. — I thank the noble Lord for every pro- 
pofition he has held out, they are worthy of a great mind, 
and iiich as ought to be adopted j and indeed I cannot fay, 
that at prefent there is any objection to what is propofcd being 
regulated at fome future period 5 if any thing can tend to the 
relief of the prefent diftreffes in America, it is the unani- 
mity of thi5 Houfe, and of men of fuch abilities as the noble 
Lord, in the projcftion of meafures neceflary to be taken. 
Every proportion the noble Lord has mentioned coincides 
with my mind; I fee the propriety of them, and I would vfiQat 
to adopt them. It is not my propofition to clofe this Conv* 
mittee before other meafures may be offered, which, for aug^ 
any thing I know, may have a degree of preference to thoie i 
have this day propofed. I, for my part, Sir, diM think of 
the propofitions made, and receive them to be canvailed l^ 
greater wifdom and abilities than mine. I am clear, with the 
noble Lord, that the conftitution of this charter ought noi to 
prevent Parliament from interfering to regulate thole matters 
in America, which the indigeftcd meafures of their charter 
have, perhaps, precipitately been, in fome degree, a means of 
preventing the peace and quietnefs of that country from bei&g 
reftored. 

Mr. Phipps got up, but the Houfe being noify, he was not 
much attended to. 

Mr. Pownall alfo fpoke, and ufed much the fame kind of ar- 
guments he had done in the former debates ; giving a judicious 
account of the government of America ; and concUidcd with 
giving to the Ajmericans the character of a conscientious, goody 
religious, peaceable fet of people, and that there was not in all 
his Majefty's dominions a more refpedbble fet of pcrfons e^ft^ 
ing. 

Leave was then given to bring in the Bill for the better regu- 
lating the government of the province of Maflachufets Bay, 
without further oppofition. 

Marcb 
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March 31. The Bankers Bill, and other private bufincfs. 
No debate. 

April 12. COLONF.L LUTTRELL rofe in his place, and Colonel 
ftated a long complaint agalnil thr. Sheriffs of London and Mid- i-uttrcllj 
dlefex, in not fummoniiig him to attend his tiuty in that 
lloufe, in obedience to the Speaker's orders iffucd for that 
purpofe ; and moved, " That the SherifS; be ordered to at- 
tend and account to the Houfe for the contempt on Tuefday 
the ipthult." — Hb fpeech was as follows : 

If I had not been prevented by illnefs, I fhould • certainly 
kave attended my duty here earlier in the feflioiis ; I felt very 
uneafy at being abfent when a matter was agitated here, in 
vhich I ihould have thought it necelVary for me to have taken . 
a very forward part. My own feelings, the intcrcfts of all the 
electors of Great Britain, will oblige me to reaiTume it, and in a 
manner, I hope, to prevent your being telzed with it in a future 
Parliament, or even in the next iei£ons. 

Previous, however, to my going into matters of that magni- 
tude, before I give a vote in the prefent fcfiions, I think it in- 
oimbent upon me to prefer a complaint againft the two Sherids 
of Middleiex, who, when commanded by this Houfe to fummon 
the Knights for the faid county to attend the fervicc of Parlia-. 
jnent, infi^ad of directing fuch fummons to me, as I prefume 
it was their duty to do (and of which duty they could not well; 
be ignorant), did take upon themfelves to conftitute and appoint 
;aiocher gentleman to fuperfede me in that capacity upon their 
mere licence and eledUon ; which daring and dangerous afiiimp- 
tion of power was farther aggravated by a formal, deliberate 
avowal of their criminal proceeding through you. Sir, the 
the Speaker of the Houfe, as matter of laudable and fpirited 
atchiev^ment. 

I mean. Sir, when the perfons who cxercifcd the fame office* 
of Sheriff bft year were guilty of a like offence, I thought this 
Uouie adbed with an ill-judged lenity and forbearance thereupon ; 
but 1 attributed its filcnce into a willingnefs to overlook an of- 
fence of this kind in the tirft inftance, as proceeding from the 
particular ignorance and delufion of the individual men, rather 
than from any magifterial principle and fyftem to be handed 
down and adopted by their fucceflbrs in office, in contempt of 
the legal rights of this Houle, and in open defiance of its juftice 
and authority. 

Such is my love of peace and quietnefs, that I did not choofe 
on that occafion to be the firft mover of any matter which might- 

riffibly produce difturbance, if I could with decency avoid it ; 
tlicreforc fufpended my attendance the whole fcffions, not 

finding 
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finding any momentous affairs then coming before you fo cri- 
tically circumftanced as to render my vote and opinion indif- 
penfably necefiary. 

I laughed indeed at your impotent threat, that if any Mem* 
ber fhould abfent himfelf other^vays than by leave of this 
Houfe, hcfhould be taken into cuftody. 

You Ihould have excepted me, at leaft, in your order. I 

dared you in the laft feiSons. With what degree of propriety 

could you. Sir, this, inflift any part of the threatened punifh- 

. ment upon me, had I not voluntarily chofe to pay you this vjfit, 

after an abfence of two years ? 

Befides, Sir, I was inclined to flatter myfelf that two other 
perfons could fcarcely be chofen by the livery of the city of Lon« 
don into fo refpe<Sfcible a fituation, who would prefume to re- 
peat and confirm the palpable infult ; but fuch having again 
dared to ftand forth, and boaft of it as one of the neccffary obli- 
gations of their office, I could fcarce apprehend (with all the 
fliirking and inconfiftency that I have obfcrved among you du- 
ring my few years experience here) that you would fufier iuch 
infult to be repeated, without fome notable mark of reproba- 
tion ; much lefs that, even when reported from the Chair, you 
would have fhammed deaf and dumb, and have remained in a 
manner planet-ftruck. 

I learn, however, that in a very recent exertion of your 
privileges againft the printer of a newfpaper, you proceeded 
with a rigour fully fufficient ; not indeed without a gene- 
ral imputation without doors of petulance, captioufnefs, and 
breach of faith. You dragged a poor private man from his fa- 
mily threihold, inflifted on him heavy mulfts and comfbrtleis 
durance, for an offence againft the dignity of this Houft, un- 
wittingly committed, and which, in its nature and probable 
coniequcnces was infignificant compared to the one you are 
now urged to take cognizance of. 

The offenders in queftion are in the cxercife of funflions of 
the moft refpeftable influence, and the firft publick account ; 
much fitter objects than thofe printers for your refentment. 
This refentment you owe not only to me as a finglc Member 
immediately injured, but to yourfelves in your coUeftive capa- 
city — that is, if you mean to abide by your decifion in the Mid- 
dlefex bufinefs. 

He was feconded by Mr. C. Fox, who, to fhew the necefflty 
there was for agreeing to the prefent motion, had recourfc to 
his former arguments refpefting the dignity and privileges of 
the Houfe. 

He was replied fliortly to by Lord Beauchamp, who remarked 

that 
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that the motion was premature, and moved for the order of 
the day. 

His Lordfliip was feconded by Lord North, who entered 
pretty fully into the merits. 

Mr. T. Townfhend remarked with fome degree of fevcrity 
on fome expreflions which fell from his Lordfliip. 

The queftion being at length put on the Colonel's motion, 
it pafled in the negative; this made way for Lord Beavichamp's 
motion, wliich paifed in the affirmative, there not being more 
than three or four diflenting voices. 

Mr. Tomkyns, from the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms at- 
tended, and laid before the aflembly feveral accounts relative 
to linens exported and imported, which were referred to the 
Linen Committee. 

Proceeded on the ftate of the linen manufaftory, feveral per- 
fons attended and were examined. 

April 15. LORD NORTH prefentcd to the Houfe the let- LordNortHi 
tCTS which he had lately received from America, which were 
referred to the Committee upon American Papers ; after which 
he prcfented the Bill, which he moved for before the holidays, 
to regulate the Civil Government of the Province of Mafla- 
chufets Bay ; the breviat of which was read, containing the 
propofitions which, in moving for the Bill, he had mentioned 
as the ground of it, with this addition and alteration, *« that 
the nomination of the Council fhould be by the Crown." He 
faid, in this Bill there would be no negative voice in the Coun- 
cil J nor was the Lieutenant Governor and Secretary to be of 
the Council, unlefs nominated by his Majefty; that the Council 
would have much the fame power as before, except the nomi- 
nation of judicial officers ; that he had altered the mode of 
chooiing of juries, from the hints that were thrown out the 
other day in the debate by a noble Lord (George Germainc) ; 
that the principle on which our juries were formed Teemed to 
be highly approved of, and that of the juries of America diC- 
approved of ; that he had now adopted the mode of choice as 
near the method of choofing the juries in England as poffible ; 
that this was a regulation of a very nice kind ; and if gentlemen 
did not like to have it made part of the prefcnt Bill, it might 
be feparated and made a Bill of itfelf. 

Mr. R. FULLER gave noticcfto the Houfe, that he intend- Mr. Fuller. 
cd to move for a Committee to enquire into the tea duty on 
Thurfday next, to fee whether or not it was poffible to repeal 
that Aft before the prefent one took place. 

Mr. Dempfter defired to aik the noble Lord, by whom the 
Gpvernors and Judges were appohited formerly, and by whom 
paid. 

T '>-n 1^ 
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Lord North. LORD NORTH faid, the Judges were paid by the Crox^Ti ; 
that their falaries were to accrue out of the duties chargeable 
on the tea. 
Mr. Mr. DOWDESWELL faid, he was unwilling to let the day 

Dowdcf- pjfs without fome obfervations on the Bill, as it was brought 
^^ ' in upon a different plan to what it was moved. He obferved, 

that Government had now received fufficient advice for regu- 
lating their conduct, and coming to fome decifion about what 
was proper to be done j but he obferved, the further they went 
the worfe they were 5 that the Houfe had now a Bill before 
•them, which was calculated to deftroy the charter of the pro- 
vince of Maflachufet's Bay ; that, if indeed we were now to 
make a new charter for governing and regulating the number 
of emigrants that are daily going to America, we fhould, per- 
haps, make it in a different manner, and ftiit it more properly 
to the difpofitlon of the times 5 but I wifh, fays he, to Tec no 
new charter granted. The Americans have laboured with an 
unwearied induflry, and floutiihed for near fourfcore years un- 
der that democratic charter 5 they have increafed their poQef- 
£ons, and improved their lands to a pitch we could not cxpcft, 
and we have reaped the benefit of their labour, yet you are tibw 
going to deftroy that very charter which has fubfifted to thfe 
mutual benefit of both tliis country and America ; the chaHief 
Which they have breathes a fpirit of liberty fuperior to thf 
thing either of the former or prefent times. It was granted 
in King William's time, iand is more adopted to the fpirit bf a 
free people, than any charter that can poflibly be framed by 
any Minifter now ; but, I hope, before this Bill pailei, that 
you will, at Icaft, recolleft yourlelves in a cool, difpaffionate 
manner, and look upon Americans as your children, and call 
them by whatever name you will, rebellious or difobedient, 
you will confider at the fame time, that they are forward chiU 
dren, that there are alfo peevifh parents, and that the ill hu- 
mour and difpofition of a child is oftentimes brought about 
by the petulant obftinacy of a foolifh parent. The ridiculous 
do^rine that parents arc apt to inftil into their children, of 
<* you fhall do it — ^yoa fhall do it," is oftentimes the Ineahs of 
enforcing the fame difpofition in the child, of '^ I won't.** I hate 
that abfurd obftinacy, of «* you fliall," and I " won't,** between 
parent and child. You are not now contending for a point 
of honor, you are ftruggling to obtain a moft ridiculous fuperi- 
ority, to which I hardly know a name bad enough to ftanip it 
with. The regulations which you are going to enaA, will be 
fo inadequate and fo improper a remedy, that in my opiniofl 
it would be better to give up the whole, than coifreft in fuch a 
violent and imprudent manner i let me at leaft adviie tempef 
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m your proceedings, and that whatever is done^ it may not be 
cffeAed with rigour and Teverity. 

Mr. POWNAL rofe to give the Houfe an account of the Mt.PowmI 
mode in which juries were choFen in America ; the Houfe at 
firft did not much attend, but his great and extenfive know- 
ledge in American affairs, foon drew that attention to what he 
iaid, which his abilities fo juftly deferved. He gave an account 
in what manner the counfel were chofen heretofore ; that they 
were elefted by the whole Legiflature, and not (as had been 
sniftakenly reprefent^d) by the people at large ; that the Seleft 
Men were a |:ind of Aldermen, much the fame as thofe id 
corporations in England ; that about forty were chofen in each 
town, after which the remaining ones were generally appointed 
as perfons proper to ferve upon juries, from which five or fi^c, 
people were taken, as occafion required ; that the grand juries 
were ftruck off from capital men, who were appointed for that 
purpofew He faid ** great inconvenience would arife from the 
town meetings not being held without the confent of the Go- 
vernor ; that all bu&nels of a municipal nature was done at a 
town meeting ; that thefe towns were» in many places^ 300 
miles from the capital, and that bufinels muft ftand ftill in many 
inftances, in thefe towns, till the Governor's confent could be 
obtained. He concluded with making a motion for the laws 
of the province of Maffachufets Bay, as far as related to the 
prefent Bill, to be laid before that Houfe." 

The Bill was theii read a firft timei and ordered to be read 
a fecond time on the aid* 

Mr. DowdefwcU moved, that the Bill might be printed^ 
which was agreed to* .The Houle then refolved itfelf into a 
Committee, to cbhfider further oh his Majeftys me^ge, and 
the American papers. iSir Charles Whitworth in the chain 
The papers which he had that day jirefented, were then read* 
When the reading of thefe papers was finifhed, ' 

LORD NORTO arofe, and faid, he meant now to propofe LordNwtfci 
a third Bill, which he hoped would effeftually fecure the pro- 
vince of Maffachufet^s Bay from future difturbances. The Bill 
that he meant to propofe was, to give every man a fair and im- 
partial trial 5 that the juries of that country, it was true, were 
^ot eftabliflied after the manner in which bur juries here are^ 
amd therefore were not fo likely to give to each offender that 
iibpartial trial, which, by the faws of this country, he ought 
to be entitled t6 ; for if it ftiall be found in that country, that 
a man h not likely to meet with a fair and impartial trial, the 
Governor will be impowered to fehd hixn to any of the other 
Colphies, whe^e the fame kind of fpirithas not prevailed ; but 
if it 0iaff 1>e thought that he cannot have fuch £ur and impar^ 
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tial trial in any of the Colonies, in that cafe he is to be fent to 
Great Britain to be tried before the Court of King's Bench, 
the expences of Tthich trial were to be drawn for on the Cuf- 
toms in England. Unlefs fuch a Bill as this now propofed 
fhould pafs into a law, the executive power will be unwilling 
to aft, thinking they will not have a feir trial without it. I 
would not, fays his Lordfhip, wifh to fee the leift doubt or 
imperfection remain in the plan which we have adopted ; if 
there does, the confequence may be that it may produce blood- . 
flied. That the whole plan be clear and decifive ; that every 
part of it may be properly fupported ; and I truft that fuch a 
meafure as this, which we have now taken, will {hew to that 
country, that this nation is roufed to defend their rights, and 
proteft the fecurity of peace in its Colonies ; and when roufed, 
that the meafures which they take are not cruel nor vindictive, 
but neceffary and efficacious. Temporary diftrefs requires tem- 
porary relief; I (hall therefore only propofe this Kll for the 
limited time of three or four years. We muft confider, that 
every thing that we have that is valuable to us is now at ftake ; 
and the queftion is very fhortly this : Whether they fhafl con- 
tinue the fubjeCts of Great Britain, or not. This I propofe as 
the laft meafure that Parliament will take ; after which, it re- 
quires, that his Majeft/s fervants fhall be vigilant in the exe- 
cution of their duty, and keep a watchful eye over every en- 
croachment againft the power we fhall now pafs, and not fiif- 
fer the leaft degree of difobedience to our meafures to take 
place in that country. Such a watchful and careful eye to 
prevent the firft rife of difobedience, may be a fure preventive 
againft future confequential mifchiefs. The ufual and cuftom- 
ary relief of troops that is ordered for that country, is ordered, 
in the firft place, to Bofton, four regiments being the ufhal re- 
lief. Governor Hutchinfbn comes home, and his Majefty has 
appointed General Gage as Commander and Governor in 
Chief; a man whofe great abilities, and extenfive knowledge 
of that countrv, will give him a fuperior advantage, and his 
occafional refidence there will prevent him from mewing any 
im|>olitic partiality to the Americans, and thereby embrce 
a due obfervance to thofe meafures which we have taken, 
and (hall (end out* There is (me thing I much wifh, trUch 
is, the panifhment of thofe individuals who have been the ring- 
leaders and forerunners of thefe mifduefs. Our attention 
will be continually aAive in that point. A profecution has 
been already ordered agsdnft them by his Majefty^s Servants, 
but I cannot promife niyfelf any very good effeA until this law 
fhall have reached the province. We muft particularly goard 
againft any illegal or inefteftual proceedings, or elfe^ alter all 

our 
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our trouble, we ihall find ourfelves at laft in the fame dilemoam 
vre were in at firft. We muft obfcrve a perfect innocence^ 
and a confcientious avoidance of the breach of any laws. His 
Majeft/s Servants, I make no doubt, wiU be thoroughly watchr 
fill againft fuch breach, nor will they at any time proceed upoo 
flight grounds. They have the happinefs to be affifted by th^ 
ableft lawyers, who have both great refolution and abili* 
ties ; and guarded by fuch outlines, I make no doubt, that that 
fpirit €^ difobedience, which has hitherto unfortunately pre- 
vailed, will be tempered and brought to reafon by a due obferv- 
ance of thofe meafures which we have now taken, and, I tru(l> 
will iecure to us the blef&ngs of peace, radicated out of the 
boiling difturbances and violent fpirit of oppofition in that 
country. When thofe meafures are purfued with that refolu- 
tion, and thofe abilities which I have mentioned, I doubt npt 
the event wUl be advantageous and happy to this country. 
J have no more. Sir, fays his Iiordihip, to add, but with per*- 
mi£5on will make the motion^ « That the Chairman be di« 
jreAed to move the Houfe, that leave be given to bring in a 
Bill for the impartial Adminiftration of Juftice, in the Cafes of 
Perfons queftioned for any A&s done by them in the Execution 
of the Laws, or for the Supprefiion of the Riots and Tumults 
in the Province of Maffachufets Bay, in New England." 

COLONEL B ARRE — ^I rife with great unwillingnefs to op- Col. fiarie. 
pofe this meafure in its very infancy, before its features are well 
formed, or to claim that attention which this Houfe feems to 
beftow with fo much reluctance on any arguments in behalf of 
America* But I muft call you to witnels, that I have been 
hitherto filent, or acquiefcing, to an unexpected degree of mo« 
deration. "WTiile your proceedings, fevere as they were, had 
the leaft colour of foundation in jufldce, I defifted from oppos- 
ing them ; nay more-*-though your BUI for ftopping up the 
Port of Bofton cootained in it many things moft cruel, un- 
warrantable, and unjuft, yet as they were couched under thofe 
glBQerU principles of juftice, retribution for injury, and com- 
puliation for lofs fuftained, I not only deiifted from oppofing, 
Lut aflented to its paffing. The Bill was a bad way of doinff 
what was right \ but ftill it vras doing what was right* I would 
not therefore, by oppofing it, feem to countenance thofe vio* 
iences which had been committed abroad ; and of which np 
man difapproves more than I do. 

Upon the prefent queftion I am totally unprepared. The 
motion itfelf bears no fort of rdemblance to what was formerly 
announced. The noble Lord and his friends have had every 
julvantage of preparation. They have reconnoitred the fiela» 
:«nd du^ thMT gcmnd* To at^ick thorn in thefe circum* 
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ftanccs may, perhaps^ favour more of the gallantry of a folcUer 
than of the wif4om of the fenator. 

But, Sir, the propofition is fo glaring ; fo unprecedented in 
any former proceedings of Parliament ; fo unwarranted by 
any delay, denial, or perverfion of juflice in America ; fo big 
with mifery and oppreflion to that country, and with danger 
to this — ^that the firft blufh of it is fufficient to alarm and roufe 
me to oppofition. 

It is propofed to ftigmatize a whole people as perfecutors of 
ihrtocence, and men mcapable of doing juftice ; yet you have 
not a fingle faft on which to ground that imputation. I cxr 
peft the noble Lord would have fupported this motion by pro- 
ducing inftances of the officers of Government in America 
having been profecuted with unremitting vengeance, and 
'brought to cruel and difhonorable deaths by the violence and 
injuftice of American juries. But he has hot produced one 
iiich inftance; and I will tell you more. Sir — ^he cannot pro- 
duce one. The inftances which have happened are direftiy 
in the teeth of his propofition. Captain Prefton and the foU 
diers, who fhcd the blood of the people, were fairly tried, and 
fully acquitted. It was an American jury, a New England 
jury, a Bofton jury, which tried and acquitted them. Cap- 
tain Prefton has, under his hand, publickly declared, that the 
inhabitants of the very town in which their fellow-citizens 
had been facrificed, were his advocates and defenders, b 
this the return you make them ? Is this the encouragement you 
give them to pcrfevere in fo laudable a fpirit of juftice and ino-. 
deration ? When a Commiffioner of the Cuftoms, aided by a 
number of ruffians, aflaulted the celebrated Mr. Otis in the 
midft of the town of Bofton, and with the moft barbarous vio-. 
lence almoft murdered him, did the mob, which is faid to 
rule that town, take vengeance on the perpetrators of this in- 
human outrage againft a perfon who is fuppofed to be their 
demagogue ? No, Sir, the law tried them ; the law gave heavy 
damages againft them ; which the irreparably injured Mr. OtU 
moft generoufly forgave upon an acknowledgement of the 
offi^nce. Can you expeA any more fuch inftances of mag- 
nanimity under the principle of the Bill now propofed ? 

But the noble Lord fays, ** We muft now fhew the Ameri- 
cans that we will no longer fit quiet under their infults." Sir, 
I aip forry to fay that this is declamation, unbecoming the chah* 
radler and place of him who utters itr In what moment have 
you been quiet ? Has not your Government for many years 
paft been a feries of irritating and oiffenfive meafur^$, without 
jpolicy, principle, or moderation ? Have not your troops and 
your Ihips made a vam and infulting parade in their firc^ and 
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In their harbours ? It has fecmcd to be your ftudy to irritate 
and inflame them. Tou have ftimulated difcontent into di& 
afieftion^ and you are now goading that difaffeAion into re» 
bellion. Can you cxpeft to be well informed when you liften 
only to partizans ? Can you cxpeA to do juftice when you will 
not hear the accufed ? 

Jjct us confider, Sir, the precedents which are offered to war- 
rant this proceeding— the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Aft 
in 1 745 — ^the making fmugglers triable in Middlefex, and the 
Scotch rebels in England. Sir, the firft was done upon 
the moft prefling neceflity, fiagrante belloy with a dangerous 
rebellion in the very heart of the kingdom ; the fecond, you 
well know, was warranted by the moil evident fafts : arm^ 
«d bodies of fmugglers marched publickly without prefent- 
ment or moleftation from the people of the county of Sufiex ; 
who, even to their magiftrates, were notorioufly connefted ^ 
with them. They murdered the officers of the revenue, en* 
caged your troops, and openly violated the laws. Experience 
convinced you, that the juries of that, and of the coimties 
£milarly circumftanced, would never find fuch criminals guilty ; 
and upon the conviftion of this neceffity you paiTed thei Aft. 
*Thc fame neceffity juftified the trying Scotch rebels in England. 
Rebellion had reared its dangerous ftandard in Scotland, and 
the principles of it had fb univerfally tainted that people, that 
it was manifeftly in vain to expeft juftice from them againft 
their countrymen. But in America, not a fingle aft of re^ 
bellion has been committed. Let the Crown law officers, who 
fit by the noble Lord, declare, if they can, that there is upon 
your table a fingle evidence of treafon or rebellion in America* 
They know, Sir, there is not one, and yet are proceeding as if 
there were a thoufand. 

Having thus proved. Sir, that the propofed Bill is without 
precedent to fupport, and without h&s to warrant it ; let us 
now view the confequences it is like %o produce. A foldier 
feels himfelf fo much above the reft of mankind, that the fbrift 
hand of the civil power is neceffary to controul the haughtU 
nefs of difpofition which fuch fuperiority infpires. You know. 
Sir, what conftant care is taken in this country to remind the 
military that they are imder the reftraint of the civil power» 
In America their fuperiority is felt ftill greater. Renlove the 
check of the law, as this Bill intends, and what infolence, 
what outrage may yo;! not expeft ? Every paffion that is per- 
nicious to fociety will be let loofe upon a people unaccuftomed 
to licentioufiiefs and intemperance. On the one hand will be 
a people who have been long complaining of oppreffion, and 
(ee in the foldiery thofe who are to enforce it upon them % 
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mk the other, an army ftudioufly pre poflefled with the idea of 
that people beUig rebellious, unawed by the apprehenfion of 
civil controul, and a£hiated by that arbitrary fpirit which pre- 
vails even among the beft of troops. In this jQtuation the pru- 
dent officer will find it impoffible to rjeu^in his foldiers^ or 
prevent that provocation which will rouie the tameft people 
to reiiftance. The inevitable confequence will be, that you 
will {MToduce the rebellion you pretend to obviate. 

I have been bred a fqldier ; have ferved long. I refpeA the 
profeffion, and live in the ftrifteft habits of iriendfhip with a 
great many officers : but there is not a country gentleman of 
you all, who looks upon the army with a more jealous eye, or 
would more ftrenuoufly refift the fetting them above the coof 
troul of the civil power. No man is to be trufted in fuch a 
^tuatian. It is not the fault of the foldier, but the vice of ha^ 
man nature, which, unbridled by law, becomes infolent and 
licentious^ wantonly violates the peace of fociety, and tramples 
upon the rights of human kind. 

With refpedt to thofe gentlemen who are deftined to this (er- 
"vice, they are much to be pitied. It is a fervice, which an 
officer of feeling and of worth muft enter upon with infinite 
jrelufbnce. A fervice, in vibich his only merit muft be, to kar 
nuicb^ and do little. With the melancholy profpeA before him 
of commencing a civil war, and embruix^ his hands in the 
blood of his fellow fubjedls, his feelings, his life, his honor are 
hazarded, without a poffibility of any equivalent fur compenfii- 
tion. You may perhaps think a law, founded upon th^ mo- 
tion, will be his proteAion. I am xniftaken if it will. Who 
IS to execute tt ? He muft be a bold man indeed who makes 
the attempt* If the people are fo exafperated, .that it is on* 
fafe to bring the man who has injured them to trial, let the 
Governor who withdraws him bom juftice look to himfelf. 
The people will not endiure it; they would no longer defervc 
the reputation of being defcended from the loins ofRngUflimcnj 
if they did endure it 

When I ftand up as an advocate for America, I fed myfidf 
Att firmeft fiiend c^ this country. We ftand upon the com* 
merce of America. Alienate your Colonies, and you will fub- 
■vert the ficnrndation of your riches and your ftrength. Let 
the .banners of rebellion be once fpread in America, and you 
are an undone people. You are iu*ging this defperate, this de* 
ftru£tive iffiie. You are urging it with fuch violence, and hf 
meafures tending fo manifeftly to that fatal point, that, bi^ 
that a ftate of madnefs only could infpire fuch an intention, it 
would appear to be your deliberate purpofe. In affisnting to your 
late Bill I refifted the violence of Americai at the hazard of 
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my popularity there. I now refift your plirenzy at the fame 
rifque here. You have changed your ground. You are be- 
coming the aggreflbrs, and offering the laft of human outrages 
to the people of America, by futyedHng them, in eflfcft, to 
military execution. I know the vaft fuperiority of your dii^ 
ciplined troops over the provincials ; but beware how you 
fupply the want of difciplinc by defperation. Inflead of fend- 
ing them the Olive Branch, you have fent the naked fword. 
By the Olive Branch I mean a repeal of all the late laws, fruit- 
lefs to you, and oppreffive to them. 

Aik their aid in a conftitutional manner, and they will give 
it to the utmoft of their ability. They never yet fcfiifed' it, 
when properly required. Your Journals bear the recorded 
acknowledgments of the zeal with which they have contri- 
buted to the general neceffities of the State. What madnefs 
is it that prompts you to attempt obtaining that by force which 
you may more certainly procure by requiiition ? They may be 
flattered into any thing, but they are too much like yourfelves 
to be driven. Have fome indulgence for your own likenefs ; 
refpeA their fturdy Englifh virtue 5 rctraft your odious ex- 
ertions of authority, and remember that — the firft ftep towards 
linking them contribute to your wantSj is to reconcile them to 
your Government. 

it was obferved that Lord North trembled and faultered at 
every word of his motion. 

SOLICITOR GENERAL— I take this Bill to be nothing Solicitor 
more than conveying a general fecurity to all perfons what-^*"*''*^ 
foever, as well as the military. It is neceflary there fhould be 
a new reform of the laws, and a proper fecurity under fiich 
magifterial authority. The Americans do not attack the law^ 
otherwife than attacking the Legiflature that made it. It is not 
this nor that law that is particularly difagreeable to them i 
they fay, no laws fhall be put in force there ; you fay, all laws 
fliall. A Angular cafe may happen^ of not meeting with that 
bir trial which is expected ; this Bill will be a remedy for it ; it 
Is a temporary relief for the limited time of three years. They 
have, in that country, an unwillingnefs to obey all magiftrates, 
who have authority from this country, a£ting under its laws ; 
nay, they even difpute the commiffion, and may not allow the 
appointment ; a trial, in fuch a cafe^ would certainly be doubt- 
ful. The revenue law gives the power of trial in another coun- 
ty; this cafe is a dire£l precedent of that impartial trial at 
which you want to come ; for if you cannot have it in one 
bounty, you muft remove and (hive to find it in another. No 
flian wUI deny me the dojfaine, that foch fur trial ought and 
mtift be faad« It is now no longer a queftioii oi expediency^ 
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it is a queftion of neceffity ; and it will be found ncccflary, at 
all events, to break into their charters, if you mean to pro- 
duce that fubordination which you are feeking } but I hope^ 
and firmly wilh, that even the idea of your authority being 
known to them, will at once prevent the exertion of it. I 
agree with the Honorable Gentleman, that the Olive Branch 
ought to go in one hand, but the fword fhould be carried in 
the other. Peace will be cftabliflied upon proper principles^ 
when there is a power to enforce it ; and your authority once 
eftablifhed, I would then drop the pomt of the fword, and 
make ufe of the Olive Branch, as far and as much as poffible* 
I could very eafily tell the colour of all which has already hap- 
pened in America, and the ground from which it arofe ; but 
I flop fhort, hoping that when they fee and know that you 
have both courage and firmnefs to proceed in your plan, it 
will prevent even the exertion of this neceflary meafure. I 
would not have them be too confident in our weaknefs and ir« 
rcfolution, but adopt the meafure of reformation, as arifing 
and occafioned by our firmnefs and courage in the exertion of 
thofe powers which are cntrufted to us for the prefervation of 
the peace of our Colonies. 
Ciptam CAPTAIN PHIPPS.— I commend much, and am glad to 

Phipps. }TLear of the appointment of CJeneral Gage. I think his abili- 
ties and knowledge of the people of that country will fuf- 
ficiently endear to him the affections of them, and be a means 
of inducing them to obey thofe meafures which are to be exe- 
cuted under his direction ^ and as much approve of the removal 
of one of the worft, one of the moft exceptionable fervants the 
Crown ever had, I mean Governor H. I wifh to fee the Bill 
before us without the trial by jury, for I always apprehended 
that the advantage of fuch trial was from the vicinage, and by 
men who knew the circumflances, as well as the characters of 
the offenders ; nor do I wifh to fee men fent to England to 
be tried. Thefc men in America are all brought up to mer- 
cantile bufinefs, and I don't know any recompence or fatisfac- 
tion whatever that can be made to a man for the lofs of his 
time in coming here and going back. I wifh much for unani- 
mity, becaufe I think it would add a chief fupport to our mea- 
fures ; but I think it impoffible to fend a man from America 
to be tried here, when we are three thoufand miles afunder. It 
would be better that America and England were feparated en- 
tirely, than to offer to bring men here to be tried, I wifh 
this Bill to go on without that trial by jury. I wifh much alfo 
the removal of Governor B. becaufe he was the firfl man. 
who oppofed a revenue law. He did.it upon the fame princi- 
ple as a imuggler does,, becaufe he would lofe by it* U this 
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Bill goes on in its prefcnt form, it will extort from' me that 
opinion in my Vote of affirmative, which I am unwilling to 
give. 

Mr. T. TOWNSHEND— I cannot, Sir, agree with my Mr. T. 
Honorable Friend, in approving of the removal of Governor Townflicnd 
Hutchinfon. The Bill is one of thofe mcafures to which I 
can eafily give my confent, as, I think, it contains a fecurity 
that the lives of innocent men may be fafe. I approve much. 
t)f the appointment of General Gage ; and as I don't find that 
the troops are with him, I muft exprefs a wifh, that they may 
be able to arrive time enough to prevent a riot, fooner than 
to quell one, and to let America fee we don't want to quarrel 
with them upon mere pundHlio ; don't let us, for God's fake, 
when we have afferted our authority to all that we wifh to do, 
and enforced that obedience, continue that little paltry duty 
upon tea ; let us then nobly lay afide thofe little, teazing, ir- 
ritating meafures, having once gained the grand point of 
peace and fubmiflion to our laws* 

Mr. DOWDESWELL— I am the laft man to entertain Mr. 
prejudices againft juries. I revere and honor the inftitution. ^°2[^*^ 
I rejoice alfo that Governor Hutchinfon is removed, becaufe^ 
he has not adVed as he ought to do, either to this country or 
America. 

LORD CARMATHEN~I do not mean. Sir, to trouble Lord Car. 
the Houfe long, but I hope I am juftified, by the importance "**f^«"- 
of the queftion, in delivering my fentiments. Great Britain 
neither can nor ought to fit filent, and beheld the riots and 
difturbances that have been committed in America ; commit- 
ted, I fay, by a people fent out from this country, as it ^ere 
from our own bowels j to fee thefe men difobey the laws and 
precepts of Great Britain, and to fit tamely, and take no no* 
tice, would be infipid conduft, highly unworthy the BritifhLe- 
giflature. For what purpofe were they fuffered to go to that 
country, unlefs the profit of their labour fliould^ return to 
their mafters here ? I think the policy of colonization is highly 
culpable, if the advantages of it fhould not redound to the 
interefts of Great Britain. I cannot fee this Aft in any other 
light, than as giving that fame degree of relief to every fub- 
jeft in America, in the fame manner as it gives proteftion 
and fecurity to the military, I fhall therefore give my affirma- 
tive, and hope, upon fome future day, to exprefs my further 
fentiments upon that part, particularly relating to the trial 
by jurjes. 

LORD NORTH— -I rife once more to wipe off the afper- LordNoith* 
fion that has been thrown upon Governor Hutchinfon, and I 
am much furprifed to find that it was the fentiment of even 
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one Gentleman in this Houfe, that the removal of Governor 
Hutchinfon was confidered as part of the merit of this mea- 
fure. I do not know a man who has a greater fhare of me- 
rit ; nor did I ever hear any charge brought againft him. He 
was IhamefuUy abandoned in tlie execution of his duty, by 
thofc who ought to have fupportcd him. Governor Hutchin- 
fon had before this affair deiired and obtained leave to come 
home. A fhip is now arrived at Briftol, in which he had 
taken a paflage, but as the government of the province, 
in thofe difturbed times, would have fallen into the hands of 
the Council in his abfencc, in cafe of the death of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, who was then very ill, he chofe rather to 
adhere to his duty, and ftay in that country, to endeavour 
to quiet thofe alarming difturbances. This furely. Sir, was 
acting the part of a faithful fervant of the Crown ; I would only 
tell Ae Houfe, that Governor Hutchinfon is not recalled home 
upon account of any mifcondu<St ; and that he is not here at 
prefent is certainly a mark of his duty, and defer ves the thanks 
of this Affembly. 
Captain CAPTAIN PHIPPS rofe to explain, and faid. That he did 

Phippi. j^Q^ blame Governor Hutchinfon for his conduft without rea- 
fon, which he would give to the Houfe ; he thought him cu^ 
pable upon two occafions, the one for fuffering his fon to be 
appointed a confignce of the tea, and the other for fetting at 
defiance the Affembly. I think him alfo highly blameable 
(fays he) for not afting without his Council. Here feems to 
be in him a pretended mildnefs, and a determined prepoflef- 
fion of irritation. 
General GENERAL CONWAY— We ought not. Sir, I think, to 

Conway, jj^^ -^^^ peojde's charafters ; the more important bufinefs 
requires our ferious confideration ; the meafure that is now 
before you is full of difficulties ; it has given a ferious turn 
to his Majeft/s Minifters ; and this Bill is the produce of 
many laboured hours, which we may felicitate ourfelvcs upon. 
I fhall not give my opinion now. I am for this plan, and for 
giving it its due confideration, though I am apt to think that 
this meafure will have no other tendency than a diftruft of the 
Americans. I am a friend to America. There muft be a kind 
of connexion with Great Britain, which is neceffary for the 
carrying on the meafures of Government. Let us preferve 
temper in our proceedings. The Americans have obeyed the 
laws, except that of taxation ; and I fhould be glad to hear 
how this olive branch, that is fo much talked of, is to go out* 
Nothing lefs than non-taxation, in my opinion, can be the 
olive branch ; if the fyftem of taxation is to be maintained, 
I am fure it wiU give trouble enough ; but if his Majeft/s 
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Minifters have the leaft thoughts of putting an end to the 
taxation, let them adopt it now at once, and it will put an 
end to every thing. 

Mr. VAN — I don't rife to give the Houfe much trouble, Mr. v«o. 
butjuft to make one obfervation upon what an Honorable 
Gentleman has faid ; that if we will not tax that country, they 
will return to their duty. I do moft heartily agree with him ; 
I believe they will ; but if they oppofe the meafures of Go- 
vernment that are now fent out, I would do as was done of 
old, in the time of ancient Britons, I would burn and fet fire 
to all their woods, and leave their country open, to prevent 
that protection they now have ; and if we are likely to lofe 
that country, I think it better loft by our own foldiers, than 
wrefted from us by our rebellious children. 

The queftion was then put, and leave was given to bring in 
the Bill without a divifion. 

April 19. Mr. FULLER made the motion, which he pro- Mr. Fuller, 
mifed, relative to the repeal of the tea duty. He opened it 
with declaring, that the Bofton Port Bill, and the other regu- 
lations, would be totally ineffectual without repealing the tea 
duty. He faid, he was very fure that the motion would be pro- 
duftive of a great deal of good ; that it could not pofEbly do 
any harm. He fpoke much to the temper and feelings of the 
Houfe ; and the arguments which he ufcd lerved rather to 
point out the former confiderations which the Houfe had had 
upon this queftion, and that the fubjeCt of taxation of Ame- 
rica was no new matter. After a fhort opening, he concluded 
by making the following motion : " That this Houfe will, 
on this day fevcnnight, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to take into confideration the duty of three- 
pence per pound weight upon tea, payable in all hjs Majefty's 
dominions in America, impofed by an Aft made in the feventh 
year of his prcfent Majefty, intituled. An Aft for granting 
certain Duties in the Britilh Colonics and Plantations in Ame- 
rica, &c. &c." 

Mr. PENNANT feconded the motion, and faid. He wiflied Mr. Pcn- 
much it might go to a Committee, becaufe he thought the ''**^' 
principle upon which the Bill was eftablilhed, as fet forth in 
the preamble, was unjuft and impolitick ; that it changed the 
nature of their conftitution, and it took away the power which 
had always been held facred to an Englifhman, that of levy- 
ing their own money 5 that it was fimilar to raifing the fhip 
money in King Charles's time ; that thofe who condemned 
that meafurc muft of courfe condenm this, the one being as 
arbitrary and unconftitutional as the other. He faid, he fub- 
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fcribed to the fupremacy of Parliament, but he tboagbt there 
was a plain method for raifing by requifition the money which 
you wanted ; that the people of that country would be better 
able to afcertai^ how, and in what manner the fame ought to 
be raifed, on account of the local circumftances which nwy 
attend it. The people of Bofton will be the firft viftims to 
your refentment y repeal this Bill, and you will meet with fujv^ 
port from the reft of the Colonies. 
Mr. Rice. Mr. RICE — ^This, Sir, is a motion upon the plan of rc^ 
conciliation, and there is no man would go further than my- 
ielf to correal any thing that I thought would be the means 
of bringing about fuch reconciliation -, but I cannot concur in 
any thing that endangers the fupremacy of Parliament. Let 
us but confider the confequence of fuch a repeal at thi» pre^ 
fent time. Whenever we have made the leaft conCeflion^ fhey 
have always required more ; they will think that we ackiioW-i 
ledge that we have no right, if we fhould repeal this law. 
The obie£tion has hitherto been made on the ground of tax- 
ation. I will confider truly what that ground is ', but I very 
much fear that they objedl to that cotitronl which rbzy be 
improper to take ofl'^ they fuboikted to extemal taxatioiif to 
internal they always objeAed. I will take that period, theny 
as the fixed a^ra for their allowing taxation, by the repeal of 
the Stamp A6):, as an internal tax. If you repeal this A^Vj^ 
you will allow that you have no right. I defire to keep my 
ftand here, and not to give up that authority which I am 
clear in. I wifh no new taxes to take place, bnt I wifh to 
keep the right and controul, which if you give up, you part 
with all. The intercft of America is the intercft of Great 
Britain, and I would wifh to make their happinefs the objeftj^ 
and do that which would be fatisfadtory to their minds ; but^ 
in this prefent cafe, I am greatly afraid if you give up tbisy 
you will be required to give up much more. 
Cantam CAPTAIN PHIPPS— I fhould be the laft perfon in the 

Phipps. Houfe to give trouble, if the importance of this que{)ioA did 
not urge me to it 5 but I cannot take the A6h of the province 
of Maflachufets Bay to be the opinion of all America, nor 
thofe of a few defigning interefted men in Bofton, to be the 
difpofition of the whole province at large. 1 perfeftly agree 
that the Americans cannot refift, and that the do^ine of fu- 
premacy is good 5 but I think the Americans hmve a real fe- 
curity in Parliament, which is, that you can do nothing that 
does not afteft Great Britain equally with America. I wiU 
confider the prefent meafure as an aft with which they cannot 
comply, or, more properly, that they will not. In the lig)it| 
thcBj of 9^ mercantile taxj it is tariflmg sid4 ridiculous ; as a 
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matter of revenue, it is abfurd. If they caimot refift, thej 
will find fome means of avoiding it. God and nature has 
given them an extenfive coaft, and of courfe an opportunity 
of fmuggling. You will injure the manufaftures of this coun- 
try in a very high degree ; I do not mean by their non-im- 
portation agreements, but by making them prefer the manu- 
fiafture which is worfe than your's, from your enemies, to thofe 
of this country, which is better. May the right long remain 
in the expediency of not exercifing it. I would only have it 
called for at particular times, when the emergency of affairs 
requires it, and when the whole of Great Britain and Ame- 
rica are to receive equal benefit ; but if you exercife that right 
when you have no occafion or urgent reafon for raiiing a re- 
venue, you will throw the quiet man of that country into the 
£ai£tious man. But how can you expe^ an obedience of that 
country, when the emoluments of it are taken from them to 
fupply the luxuries of men who live in this ? The province of 
Virginia, before Lord Botetourt was made Governor, w^s an- 
nually plundered of 5 cool, per annum, by the non-refidence of 
former Governors. I knew a perfon in that country who held 
eleven offices, the emoluments of which were appropriated to 
the fupport of men of bad defcription in this. I approved 
much of the Stamp A<ft, as a necelFary meafure to deftroy that 
neft of fmall pettyr-fogging attornies, whofe bufincfs it was to 
create diiVurbances and law fuits, and live by the plunder. 
There is a wide difference between giving up a right and ex- 
ercifing it, but I cannot fee that Parliament .in fa^ gives up 
that right, when they fay it is not expedient to exercife it. 
1 therefore wifh much for the repeal of this A^, which I think 
you will one day or other be forced to do. 

Mr. STEPHEN FOX— I rife. Sir, much in favour of the Mr,s. rox. 
motion on your table ; and I think the only reafon that has 
been urged againft it, is, that America cannot refift. Do 
not, Sir, let us exercife fuch a condu6l, merely to fhew our 
power. I am far from faying we ought not to exert this 
power upon proper occafions, but to make ufe of it by way 
of irritation, is to me the higheft ill policy, as well as abfur- 
dity ; I fhall therefore give my hearty affirmative to the motion. 

Mr* CORNEWALL— I wifh Gentlemen would take into Mr. €•»•. 
confideration the juftice of their former proceedings, and the ^*^ 
policy and expediency which the prefent times require and 
occafion. I don't love entering into the long debates which 
have formerly happened upon this buiinefs ^ I think it wrong, . 
and wifh only to purfue the prefent expediency of the mea*^ 
fure. The proportion which we are now called upon to. de- 
cide, b iimply this : Whether the whole of our authority over 
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the Americans fhall be taken away ? It has been faid, we have 
irritated the Americans, by taxes that are neither for the pur- 
pofcof revenue, nor for commercial regulations. That tax 
will be found to produce much more than Gentlemen thmk ; 
and however little it may produce, the taking of it oflFat this 
time would be both impolitick and imprudent. Much has alfo 
been faid about gaining the affe6tions of the Americans. If 
this was a new queftion, I fhould think the gaining of their 
affeftions is worth a thoufand times the produce of the tea 
duty. It is true, Sir, that England is loaded with a debt of a 
very confiderable amount, on account of the laffc American 
war ; and it is but juft and right that they fhould bear their 
proportion of expence. Gentlemen fay, that the propofi- 
tion fhould have been made to them by way of requifition. If 
I faw or apprehended the leaft inclination from them to affifl 
ns in any other mode as to taxation, 1 would readily give up 
this particular tax ; but has any one offered any thing on this 
head ? Has any perfon been authorifed to treat 5 or any Am- 
baflador fent on that occafion ? I would meet them half way 
in this propolition. It has been faid, that all their labours 
are centered in this country, and that we fliould injure our- 
ielves by laying this tax. I look upon the intereft of this 
country to be fo nearly connected with that, that our own 
a<5lions will be the guide of their fecurity, America does not 
meet you on the mode of taxation, but u]^on the queflion of 
right ; and, for my part, I cannot comprehend the diflinc- 
tion between internal and external taxtion. You repealed the 
Stamp A£t; did America then receive this boon of repeal 
cheerfully ? Difhirbances have been fomenting and growing 
ever fince. Some few years pafl you repealed three or four 
of thefe taxes ; I wifh much the ticbate on this queftion had 
then been agitated. The queftion now is. Whether it is pru- 
dent to repeal this tax at this critical jundhire ? The Americans 
fay, reftore us to the fame iituation we were in before the 
Stamp Aft pailed. Suppofe we do, we put them in a worfe 
iituation than they are now in. The confumer of a pound of 
tea before that Aft took place paid twelve-pence, by this Aft 
he pays only three-pence, the confumer therefore certainly 
• gains nine-pence by every pound he ufes. This tax upon tea 

is certainly not uncommercial, becaufe tea is much cheaper 
now than before 5 and therefore I think it cannot have any 
afpeft of grievance as a commercial tax. What then are we to 
cxpeft, if we fhew fuch a pufillanimous timidity in repealing 
this tax, merely becaufe they objeft to it ? On the queftion of 
right, they will certainly confider us in a more contemptuous 
light than they ever yet did. Let me alk, what anfwcr will 

they 



-"■■errri:!Ch,'KJIlir'??*S:^ ^zKiiKKhnsif iSSi/i'^mcsi 



A. 1774. DEBATES. 127 

they give, when, after this, the Americans {hall voluntarily ap- 
ply to repeal the duty on wine, &c. ? The fame principle as 
operates for the repeal of this, will go to that. I do not fee 
what anfwer you can give, nor where the complaint is likely to 
ftop, until you have given up the whole ; and by that means 
America itfclf. If you perflil in tlie meafures you have began 
with, I think there is not a doubt of your fuccecding, and 
become, if I may ufe the word, victorious ; but I would have 
this victory obtained by a firm, confiftent, juft, and manly 
conduct. I don't fee what line of difcrimination you can draw ; 
for many parts of America have in a , mcafure difobeyed the 
precepts of this country, and behaved much in the fame man- 
ner as Bofton. It has been faid, and it is a doCbrine I rea- 
dily agree to, that you ought to twine the olive branch round 
the fword ; but if, Sir, they will return to their duty as they 
ought to do, the fword will have no edge. Let us not give 
way to falfc conceits, or factious proceedings j be calm, and 
perfift in a juft condudl. Deep as our debt is on account of 
America, you will be deprived of a fourth part of the reve^ 
nue, in the day when the fyflcm of taxation will be found ne- 
ceiiary for carrying on the fupplies of war, and the exigencies 
of Government ; and when bufinefs muft be ftopt, without 
fome refource of fupply, there then won't be found two voices 
about taxing America. 

Mr. Cornewall's throwing reflexions on the repeal of the 
Stamp A£l, and on the conduA of the Rockingham Adminis- 
tration, called up Mr. EDMUND BURKE 5 who, on this Mr. Edm. 
occafion, is univerfally allowed to have excelled himfelf, and ^^^ 
to have made the mod mailerly fpeech that has perhaps been 
ever uttered in a public aflembly. The following is a correct 
copy of it : 

Sir, I agree with the Honorable Gentleman who fpoke laft, 
that this fubjeft is not new in this Houfe. Very difagrceably 
to this Houfe, very unfortunately to this nation, and to the 
peace and profperity of this whole empire, no topick has been 
more familiar to us. For nine long years, feffion after feffion, 
we have been lafhed round and round this miferable circle of 
occafional arguments and temporary expedients. I am fure our 
heads muft turn, and our flomachs naufeate with them. We 
have had them in every fhape ; we have looked at them in 
every point of view. Invention is exhaufted j reafon is fa- 
tigued ; experience has given judgment ; but obftinacy is not 
yet conquered. 

The Honorable Gentleman has made one endeavour more 
to diverfify the form of this difgufting argument. He has 
thrown out a fpeech compofed almoft entirely of challenges. 

Challenges 
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Challenges are ferious things ; and as he is a man of prudence 
as well as rcfolution, I dare fay he has very well weighed thoCb 
challenges before he delivered them. I had long the happi-> 
nefs to fit at the fame fide of the Houfe, and to agree with 
the Honorable Gentleman oh all the American queftions. My 
fentiments, I am fure, are well known to him ; and I thought 
I had been perfectly acquainted with his. Though I find my-» 
felf miftaken, he will ftill permit me to u& the privilege of an 
old friendfliip ; he will permit me to apply myfelf to tlie HovtCc 
under the fandtion of his authority; and, on the various 
grounds he has meafured out, to fubmit to you the poor opi- 
nions which I have formed, upon a matter of importance 
enough to demand the fulleft ccmfideratiim I could beftow 
upon it. 

He l\as dated to the Houfe two grounds of deliberation ; 
one narrow and fimple, and merely confined to the queftion 
on your paper : the other more large and more complicated ; 
comprehending the whole feries of the Parliamentary pro- 
ceedings with regard to America, their caufes, and their 
confequences. With regard to the latter ground, he ftates 
it as ufelefs, and thjnks it may be even dangerous, to en- 
ter into fo extenfive a field of enquiry. Yet, to my fur- 
prife, he had hardly laid down this reftriftive propofition, to 
which his authority would have given fo much weight, when 
direftly, and with the fame authority, he condemns it ; and 
declares it abfolutely neceflary to enter into the moft ample 
hiftorical detail. His zeal has thrown him a little out of his 
ufual accuracy. In this perplexity what fliall we do, Sir, who 
we willing to fubmit to the law he gives us ? He has repro- 
bated in one part of his fpeech the rule he had laid down for 
* debate in the other ; and, after narrowing the ground for 
all thofe who are to fpeak after him, he takes an excurfion 
himfelf, as unbounded as the fubjeft and the extent of his 
great abilities. 

Sir, when I cannot obey all his laws, I will do the beft I 
can. I will endeavour to obey fuch of them as have the fanc- 
tion of his example ; and to ftick to that rule, which, though 
not confiftent with the other, is the moft rational. He was 
certainly in the right when he took the matter largely. I can- 
not prevail on myfelf to agree with him in his cenfure of his 
own conduA. It is not, he Avill give me leave to fay, either 
ufelefs or dangerous. He afferts, that retrofpeft is not wife 5 . 
and the proper, the only proper, fubjeft pf enquiry is, <* not 
how we got into this difficulty, but how we arc to get out of 
k/' In other words, we are, according to him, to confuk 
our inycntion, and to rejeft our experience. The mode of 

deliberation 
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motives to the repeal, or had they been at all attended to, tea 
would have been the laft article we fhould have left taicd for a 
iubjeA of controverfy. 

Sir, it is not a pleafant confideration ; but nothing in the 
world can read fo awful and fo inftruftive a leflbn, as the con- 
duft of WTiniftry in this buiinefs, upon ^e mifchief of not 
liaving large and liberal ideas in the management of great 
afiairs. Never have the Servants of the State looked at the 
whole of your complicated interefts in one connefted view. 
They have taken things by bits and fcraps, fome at one time 
and one pretence, and fome at another, juft as the prefied^ 
without any fort of regard to their relations or dependencies. 
They never had any kind of fyftem, right or wrong ; but onljr 
invented occafionally fome miferable tale for the day, in order 
fneanly to fneak out of difficulties into which they had proudly 
ftrutted. And they were put to all thefe fhifts and devices, 
iiill of meannefs and full of mifchief, in order to pilfer piece- 
meal a repeal of an A6t, which they had not the generous 
courage, when they found and felt their error, honorably and 
fairly to difclaim. By fuch management, by the irrefiftible 
operation of feeble councils, fo paltry a fum as three-pence in 
the eyes of a financier, fo infignificant an article as tea in the 
eyes of a philofopher, have fhaken the pillars of a Commercial 
lEmpire that circled the whole globe. 

Do you forget that in the very laft year, you ftood on the 
precipice of general bankruptcy ? Your danger was indeed 
great. You were diftreflcd in the affairs of the Eaft-India 
Company ; and you well know what fort of things are involved 
in the comprehenfive energy of that fignificaift appellation. 
T am not called upon to enlarge to you on that danger, which 
you thought proper yourfelves to aggravate, and to difplay to 
the world with all the parade of indifcreet declamation. The 
monopoly of the moft lucrative trades, and the poffeffion of 
iihperial revenues, had brought you to the verge of beggary 
aind ruin. Such was your reprefentation — fuch, in fome mea- 
fure was your cafe. The vent of ten millions of pounds of this 
commodity, now locked up by the operation of an injudicious 
tax, and rotting in the warehoufes of the Company, would 
have prevented all this diftrefs, and all that feries of defperatc 
ineafures which you thought yourfelves obliged to take in con- 
fequence of it. America would have furnifhed that vent, 
which no other part of the world can fumifh but America ; 
where tea Is next to a neceflary of life, and where the demand 

Sows ujJOn the fupply. I hope our dear-bought Eaft-Inda 
)mmittees'have done us at leaft fo much good, as to let its 
know, that without a* more ei^tenfivc laic of that article, our 

Eaft-India 
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I {peak with great confidence. I have reafon for it. Ther 
Minifters are with me* They are at leaft conTinced tha^^.thc 
repeal of the Stamp Aft had not> and that no repeal can 
have, the confequences which the Honorable Gentleman who 
defends their meafures is fo much alarmed at^ To their con- 
duft, I refer him for a conclufive anfwer to his objection. I 
carry my proof irrefiftibly into the very body of both Miniftry 
and Parliament ^ not on amy general reafoning growing out of 
collateral matter, but on the conduft of the Honorable Gen- 
tleman's Minifterial friends on the new revenue itfelf* 

The Aft of 1767, which grants this tea duty, fets forth ia 
its preamble^ that it was expedient to raife a revenue in Ame- 
rica, for th^ fiipport of the civil Government there, as well as 
for purpofes ftill more extenfive* To this^ fupport the Aft 
affigns fix branches of duties* About two years after this Aft 
paifed> the Miniftry, I mean the prefent Miniftry, thought it 
expedient to repeal five of the duties, and to leave (for rea-» 
fons befV known to themfelves) only the lixth ftandmg^ Sup- 
pofe any pcrfbn, at the tune of that repeal, had thus addreffed 
tHe Minifter *. ** Condemning, as you do, the repeal of the 
St^mp Aft, Why do you venture to repeal the duties upon 
glafs, paper, and painters colours ? Let your pretence for the* 
repeal be what it will, are yoa not thoroughly convinced, that 
yo^fu- concefiions. will produce, not fatlsfaftion, but infolence 
in the Americans 5 and that the giving up thefe taxes will ne- 
p^flitate the giving up of all the reft ?" This objeftion was as 
palpable then as it isnow ; and it was as good for prefcrving 
the five duties as for retaining the fixth. Befides, the Mi- 
nifter will recoUeft, that the repeal of the Stamp Aft had but 
juft preceded his repeal ; and the ill policy of that meafure 
(had it it been fo impolitick as it has been reprefented), and 
the mifchiefs it produced, were quite recent. Upon the prin- 
ciples^ therefore of the Honorable Gentleman, upon the prin- 
ciples of the Minifter himfelf]^ the Minifter has nothing at aUb 
to anfwer» He ftands condenmed by himfelf, ^nd by all his 
afibciates old and new, as a deftiOTer, in the firft tnift of fi- 
mance, of the revenues ;, and in the firft rank of honour, as 
a betrayer of the dignity of his country. 

Moft men, efpecially great men, do not always knew their 
well*wifliers» I come to refinie that noble Lord out of the 
hands of thofe he calls his friends ;: and even out of his own^ 
I will do him the juftice he is denied at home. He has not 
been this wicked or imprudent man» He knew that a repeal 
bad na tendency to produce the mifchieft which give £b mudk 

* Iiord Northy thenCUiMcUor of ibe Exchequer* 

alanxft 



««:^rirv ^:?kk;:j ^i^rMii.*Oi.^#..vrrTr::SSS 



A«i774. DEBATES. 

alarm to his Honorable Friend. His work was not bad in its 
principle, but impcrfeft in its execution ; and the motion on 
your paper preflcs him only to complete a proper plan, which, 
by fome unfortunate and unaccountable error, he had left un- 
imifhed. 

I hope. Sir, the Honorable Gentleman who fpoke laft, is 
thoroughly fatisfied, and Hitisfied out of the proceedings of 
Miniftry on their own favourite A£l, that his fears from a re- 
peal are groundlefs. If he is not, I leave him, and the noble 
Lord who fits by him, to fettle the matter, as well as they can, 
together 5 for if the repeal of American taxes, deftroys all our 
Government in America— ^he is the man ! — and he is the 
worft of all the repealers, becaufe he is the laft* 

But I hear it rung continually in my ears, now and for- 
merly, — ** the preamble ! what will become of the preamble, 
if you repeal this tax ?" — I am forry to be compelled fo often 
to expole the calamities and difgraces of Parliament. The 
preamble of this law, (landing as it now flands, has the lie 
direft given to it by the provifionary part of the Aft ; if that 
can be called provifionary which makes no provifion. I fhould 
be afraid to exprefs myfelf in this manner, efpfecially in the 
face of fuch a formidable array of ability as is now drawn up 
before me, compofed of the ancient household troops of that 
fide of the Houfe, and the new recruits from this, if the mat- 
ter were not clear and indifputable. Nothing but truth could 
E'vc me this firmnefs ; but plain truth and clear evidence can 
: beat down by no ability. The Clerk will be fo good as to 
turn to the Aft, and to read this favourite preamble : 

" Whereas it is expedient that a revenue ihould be raifed 
in your Majcft/s dominions in America, for making a more 
certain and adequate provifion for defi-aying the charge of the 
adminiftration of jufticc, and fupport of civil Government, in • 
fuch provinces where it fliall be found neceflary 5 and towards 
further defraying the expences of defending, protefting, and 
fecuring the faid dominions.'* 

You have heard this pompous performance. Now where 
is the revenue which is to do all thefe mighty things ? Five- 
fixths repealed — abandoned — funk — gone — loft for ever. Does 
the poor folitary tea duty fupport the purpofes of this pream- 
ble ? Is not the fupply there ftated as effeftually abandoned as 
if the tea duty had periflied in the general wreck ? Here, Mr. 
Speaker, is a precious mockery — a preamble without an Aft 
— taxes granted in order to be repealed — and the reafons of 
the grant ftill carefully kept up ! This is raifing a revenue in 
America ! This is prcferving dignity in England ! If you re- 
peal this tax in compliance with the motioti, I readily admit 
^ ^S 2 that 
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EaHi-India revenues and acqulfitions can have no certain con- 
nexion with this country. It is through the American trade 
of tea that your Eaft-India conqucfts are to be prevented firom 
crufhing you with their burthen. They are ponderous indeed; 
and they muft have that great country to lean upon, or they 
tumble upon your Iff 2d. It b the fame folly that has loft you 
at once the benefit of the Weft and of the Eaft. This folly has 
thrown open folding-doors to contraband; and will be the 
means of giving the profits of the trade of your Colonies to 
every nation but yourfelves. Never did a people fuffer fo 
much for the empty words of a preamble. It muft be given 
up. For on what principle does it ftand ? This famous reve- 
nue ftands at this hour, on all the debate, as a defcription of 
revenue not as yet known in all the comprehenfive (but too 
comprehenfive !) vocabulary of finance — a preambulary tax* 
It is indeed a tax of ibphiftry, a tax of pedantry, a tax of dii^ 
putation, a tax of war and rebellion, a tax for any thing but 
benefit to the impofers, or fatisfa£tion to the fubjed. 

Well ! but whatever it is, gentlemen will force the Colonifts 
to take the teas. You will force them : Has fcven years ftn^- 
gle been yet able to force them ? O but, it feems, " we are in 
the right. — ^The tax is trifling — in efie£l it is rather an exonera* 
tion than an impofition j three-fourths of the duty formerly 
payable on teas exported to America is taken off; the place of 
colledkion is only fhifted ; inftead of the retention of a fhilling 
from the draw-back here, it is three-pence cuftom paid in 
America." All this. Sir, is very true. But this is the very 
folly and mifchief of the A£L Incredible as it may feem, you 
know that you have deliberately thrown away a large duty 
which you held fecure and quiet in your hands, for the vain 
hope of getting one three-fourths lefs, through every hazard^ 
through certain litigation, and pofiibly through war. 

The manner of proceeding in the duties on paper and glafii 
impofed by the fame A&, was exa^lly in the fame ijpirit. 
There are heavy excifes on thofe articles when ufed in 
England. On export, thefe excifes are drawn back. But in- 
ftead of withholding the draw-back, which might have been 
done with eafe, without charge, without pofiibiUty of fmug- 
gling ; and inftead of applying the money (money already in 
your hands) according to your pleafure, you began your opera^ 
tions in finance by iiingmg away your revenue 5 you allowed 
the whole draw-back on export, and then you charged the 
duty (which you had before difcharged), payable in the Colo- 
nies ; where it was certain the coUeAion would deyour it to the 
bone ; if any revenue were ever fuffered to be coUe£ted at alL 
One fpirit pervades and animates the whole mafi. 

Could 
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Could any thing be a fubjeft of more juft alarm to America, 
than to fee you go out of the plain high road of finance, and 
give up your moft certain revenues and your cleared interefts, 
merely for the fake of infulting your Colonies ? No man ever 
doubted that the commodity of tea could bear an impofition of 
three-pence. But no commodity will bear three-pence> or will 
bear a penny, when the general feelings of men are irritated^ 
and two millions of people are refolvcd not to pay. The feel- 
ings of the Colonies were formerly the feelings of Great Bri- 
tain. Theirs were formerly the feelings of Mr. Hampden 
when called upon for the payment of twenty {hillings. Would 
twenty {hillings have ruined Mr. Hampden's fortune ? No I 
but the pa3rment of half twenty {hillings, on the principle it 
was demanded, would have made him a {lave. It is the weight 
of that preamble, of which you are fo fond, and not the weight 
of the duty, that the Americans are unable and unwilling to 
bear. 

It is then, Sir, upon the principle of this meafure, and no^ 
thing elfe, that we are at ifCue, It is a principle of political ex- 
pediency. Your A61 of 1767 aflerts, that it is expedient to 
raife a revenue in America ; your Aft of 1769^ which takes 
away that revenue, contradifts the Aft of 17675 and, hf 
fomething much {Ironger than words, a{rerts, that it is not 
ex](>edient. It is a refledHon upon your wifdom to perfi{l: in a 
folemn Parliamentary declaration of the expediency of any ob- 
jcft, for which, at the fame time, you make no fort of provi- 
fion. And pray, Sir, let not this circum{lance efcape you; 
it is very material ; that the preamble of this Aft, which we 
wifh to repeal, is not declaratory of a right, as fomc gentle- 
men feem to argue it \ it is only a recital of the expediency of 
a certain exerci{e of a right iuppofed already to have been 
aflerted ; an exercife you are now contending for by ways and 
means, which you confefs, though they were obeyed, to be 
utterly infufiicient for their purpofe. You are therefore at 
this moment in the awkward fituation of fighting for a phan- 
tom ; a quiddity ; a thing that wants not only a fub{lance, but 
even a name ; for a thing, which is neither aUbraft right, near 
profitable enjoyment. 

They tell you, Sir, that your dignity is tied to it. I know 
not how it happens, but this dignity of yours is a terrible in- 
cumbrance to you 5 for it has of late been ever at war with 
your intere{l, your equit}", and every idea of your policy. 
Shew the thing you contend for to be reafon ; fliew it to be 
common fenfej {hew it to be the means of attaining fome 
txfeful end j and then I am content to allow it what dignity 
you pleafc. But what dignity is derived from the perftverance 

in 
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in abfurdity, is more than ever I could difcern. The Honor- 
able Gentleman has faid well— indeed, in moft of his general 
obfervations I agree with him — he fays^ that this fubjeA does 
not ftand as it did formerly. Oh, certainly not ! every hour 
you continue on this ill-chofen ground, your difficulties thick- 
en on you ; and therefore my concluilon is, remove from a bad 
portion as quickly as you can. The difgrace, and the neceflity 
of yielding, both of them grow upon you every hour of your 
delay- 
But will you repeal the Aft, fays the Honorable Gentle- 
man, at this inftant when America is in open refiftance to your 
authority, and that you have juft* revived yout fyftem of tax- 
ation ? He thinks he has driven us into a corner. But thus 
pent up, I am content to meet him ; becaufe I enter the lifts 
Supported by my old authority, his new friends, the Minifters 
themfelves. The Honorable Gentleman rememhers, that 
about five years ago, as great difturbances as the prefent pre- 
vailed in America on account of the new taxes. The Minifters 
reprefented thefe difturbances as treafonable j and this Houfe 
thought proper on that reprefentation, to make a famous ad- 
drefs for a revival, and for a new application of a Statute of 
H. VIII. We befought the King in that well-confidered ad- 
drefs, to enquire into treafons, and to bring the ftippofed 
traitors from America to Great Britain for trial. His Majefty 
was pleafed graciouily to promife a compliance with our re- 
queft. All the attempts from this fide of the Houfe to refift 
thefe violences, and to bring about a repeal, were treated with 
the utmoft fcorn. An apprehenfion of the very confequences 
now ftated by the Honorable Gentleman, was then given as a 
reafon for (hutting the door againft all hope of fuch an altera- 
.tion. And fo ftrong was the fpirit for fupporting the new 
taxes, that the feflion concluded witli the following remarkable 
declaration. After ftating the vigorous mcafures which had 
been purfued, the fpcecli from the Throne proceeds : 

<« You have affured me of your firm fupport in the profe- 
cution of them. Nothing, in my opinion, could be more 
likely to enable the well-difpofed among my fubjefts in that 
part of the world, effeftually to difcourage and defeat the do- 
iigns of the faftious and fedxtious, than the hearty concurrence 
of every branch of the Legiflatiu-e, in maintaining the execu- 
tion of the laws in every part of my dominions/' 

After this, no man dreamt that a repeal under this Miniftry 
could pofiibly take place. The Honorable Gentleman knows 
as well as I, that the idea was utterly exploded by thofe who 
fway the Houfe. This fpeech was made on the ninth day of 
May, 1769. Fivedavs after this fpeech j that is, on the 13th 

of 
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of the fame «onth, the piiblick jcirciilar letter, a part of which 
I am going to read to you, was written by Lord llilliborough. 
Secretary -of State for the Colonies. After reciting the fub- 
fiance of the King's Speech, he goes on thus : 

«< I can take upon me to aflure you, notwithftanding infi- 
Buations to the contrary, from men -with faftious and fcditious 
views, that his Majefty's prefent AdminiOratioii l\avc at no time 
entertained n dcfign toprcpofcito Parliament to lay any further 
taxes upon America, for the purpofc of RAISING A REVE^ 
NUE ; and that it is at prefent their intention to propofc, the 
next Sefiion of Parliament, to take off the duties upon glafs, 
paper, and colours, upon coiifideration of fuch duties having 
T)ecn laid contrary to the true principles of commerce. 

" Thefe have always been, and Hill are, the fentimcnts of 
Ills Majefty's prefent Servants -, and by which their condn^ in 
rcfpeft to America has been governed. And his Majefty relies 
«pon your prudence and >fiddity for furh au explanation of his 
fneafnres, as may tend to remove the prejudices which have 
been excited by the mifreprefentations of thofe who are ene* 
mies to the peace and profpcrity of Great Britain and her 
Colonies;; and to re-eftablilh that mutual confidence and af- 
feAioD, upon which the flory and fafety of the Britiih empire 
depend.** 

Here, Sir, is a canonical book of Minifterial fcripture ; the 
general epiftle to the Americans. What does the gentleman 
lay to it ? Here a repeal is promifed ; promifed without con- 
dition ; and while your authority was actually refifted. I pafs 
by the publick promife of a Peer relative to the repeal of taxes 
by this Houfe. I pafs by the ufe of the King's name in a 
matter of fupply, that iaored and referved right of the Com- 
mons. I conceal the ridiculous figure of Parliament, hurling 
its thunders at the gigantick rebellion of America ; and thea 
five days after, prollratc at the feet of thofc aflcmblies we 
aiFefted to defpife ; begging them by the i»tervcntiDn of our 
Minifterial fureties, to receive our fubmiffion; and heartily 
promiiing amendment. Thefe might have been ferious matters 
formerly ; but we are grown wifer than our fathers. Failings 
therefore, -from the conflitutional conikileration to tlic mere 
policy, does not this letter imply, that the idea of taxing 
America for the purpofe of revenue is an abominable projeft | 
when the Minifhy fuppofe none- but fadious men, and with 
feditious views, could charge them with it ? Does not this let- 
ter adopt and lanAify the American diftin£tion of taxing for a 
revenue ? Docs it not formally rejed all future taxation on 
that prmciple ? J)oes it not ffate the Minifterial rejeftion of 
iiich principle of taxation, not as the occaHozialj but the con« 
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ftant opinion of the King's Servants ? Docs it not fay (I care not 
how confiflently), but does it not fay, that their conduft with 
regard to America has been always governed by this policy? 
It goes a great deal further. Thefe excellent and trufty Ser- 
vants of the King, jiiftly fearful left they themfelves fhould 
have loft all credit \Yith the world, bring out the image of 
their gracious Sovereign from the inmoft and moft (acred 
fhrine, and they pawn him as a fecurity for their promifes— 
*^ His Majefty relies on your prudence and fidelity for fuch an 
explanation of his meafures/' Thefe fentiments of the Mini- 
fter, and thefe mcafures of his Majefty, can only relate to the 
principle and practice of taxing for a revenue y and accordingly 
Lord Botetourt ftating it as fuch, did with great propriety, and 
in the exaft fpirit of his inftru6tions, endeavour to remove the 
fears of the Virginian AffbmWy, left the fentiments, which it 
fccms (unknown to the world) had always been thofe of the 
Minifters, and by which their conduft in refj^eft to America 
had been governed, flxould by fomc poUible revolution, favour- 
able to wicked American taxers, be hereafter counteraftcd. 
He addrefles them in this manner : 

" It may poffibly be objefted, that as his Majefty's prefent 
Adminiftration are not immortal, their fucceflbrs may be in- 
clined to attempt to undo what the prefent Minifters fhall have 
attempted to perform •, and to that objeftion I can give but 
this anfwer : that it is my firm opinion, that the plan I have 
ftated to you will certainly take place, and that it will never 
be departed from ; and fo determined am I for ever to abide 
by it, that I will be content to be declared infamous, if I do 
not to the laft hour of my life, at all times, in all places, and 
upon all occafions, exert every power with which I either am, 
or ever fhall be legally invefted, in order to obtain and main- 
tain for the Continent of America that fatisfaftion which I 
have been authorifed to promife this day, by the confidential 
Servants of our gracious Sovereign, who, to my certain know^ 
kdge, rates his honor fo high, that he would rather part with 
his Crown, than preferve it by deceit *." 

; ♦ A mater'nl point it omitted by Mr. Barke in thii fptcch, viz. " the man^ 
ncr in which the Continent rccrivcd this Royal tffurance." TTie Anfembly of 
Virginia, in their Addrcfa in anfwer to Lord Botetourt's fpeech, exprels thcra"* 
felvcs ihui : " We will not faffcr our prefent hopes, arifing from the pleafing 
profpcdl your Lordfhip hath fo kindly opened and dtfplayed to ui, to bcdaflicd 
by the bitter refledibon that any future Adminifl ration will entertain a wiHi to de- 
part from that plan, which affords the fureli and moft permanent foundation 
t>f publick tranquillity and happinefs ; no, my Lord, we are fure our moft gra- 
cious Sovereign, under whatever changes may happen in his confidential ScrvanU, 
vill remain immutable in the ways of truth and juftice, and that he is incapable 
oF deceiving his faithful fubje^ ; and we efteem your Lordfhip's information not 
,nnly at waritnted, but even drntUfied by the Royal word." 

A glorious 
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A glorious and true charafter ! which (fmcc we fuffer his 
Minifters with impunity to anfwer for his ideas of taxation) 
"we ought to make it our bufuiefs to enable his Majcfty to pre- 
ferve in all its luftre. Let him have ciiara6lcr, lince ours is no 
more ! Let fome part of Government be kept in refpedl ! 

This epiftle was not the letter of Lord HilUhorough folely ; 
though he held the official pen. It was the letter ox the noble 
Lord upon the floor (Lord North), and of all the King's then 
Minifters, who (with I think the exception of two only) are 
his Minifters at this hour. Tlie very fi.ft news that a Kritifli 
Parliament heard of what it was to do with the duties which it 
had given and granted to the King, was by the publication of 
the votes of American Aflemblies. It was in America that 
your rcfoUtions were pre-declared. It was from thence that 
VC knew to a certainty, how much exadlly, and not a fcruple 
more nor lefs, we were to repeal. We were unworthy to be let 
into the ftcret of our own condu^. The Aflemblies had con- 
fidential communications from his Majefty's confidential Ser* 
vants. We were nothing but inftruments. Do you, after 
this, wonder that you have no weight and no rcfpedt in the 
Colonies i After this are you furprifed, that Parliament is 
every day and every where lofing (I feel it with forrow, I utter 
it with reluftance) that reverential afteftion, which fo endear- 
ing a name of authority ought ever to carry with it j that you 
arc obeyed folely from refpeft to the bayonet ; and tliat this 
Houfe, the ground and pillar of freedom, is itfelf held up only 
by the treacherous under-pinning and clumfy buttrefles of ar- 
bitrary power ? 

If this dignity, which is to ftand in the place of jufl: policy 
and common fenfe, had been confulted, there was a time for 
preferving it, and for reconciling it with any conceflion. If 
in the feffion of 1768, that feffion of idle terror and empty 
menaces, you had, as you were often prefled to do, repealed 
thefe taxes j then your ftrong operations would have come 
juftifled and enforced, in cafe your conceflions had been re- 
turned by outrages. But, prepofteroufly, you began with-vio* 
lence ; and before terrors could have any effeft, either good or 
bad, your Miniflers immediately begged pardon, and pro- 
mifed that repeal to the obftinate Americans which they had 
refufed in an eafy, good-natured, complying Britifli Parlia^ 
ment. The Aflemblies which had been publickly and avow- 
edly diflblvcd for their contumacy, are called together to re- 
ceive your fubmiflipn* Your Miniftcrial dureAors bluftcred 
like tr^giij; tyrmtM hcrej wd then -went mumping with a fore 
leg in America, canting, and whining, and complaining oiF 
ia^on^ w^i^ rq^ijBat^ tbcm ^ friends t9 a revenue from 
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rive Colonics. I hope nobody In this Houfe will hereafter have- 
the impudence to defend American taxes in the name of Mi— 
nifby. The moment they do, with this letter of attorney in 
my hand, I will tell them in the authorifed terms, they arc 
wretches, «^ with faftions and feditious Tiews 5 enemies to the 
peace and profperity of the Mother Country and the Colo- 
nies^** and fubverters " of the mutual aflFedlion and confidence* 
on which the glory and fafety of the Britifl^ Empire depend.'-* 

After this letter, the queftion is no* more on propriety or 
dignity. They are gone sdready. Tke faith of your Sovereign' 
is pledged for the political princifde;^ The general declaration* 
in the letter goes to the whole of it*. You muft therefore 
cither abandon theftheme of taxing; or you muft fend the 
Minifters tarred and' feathered to America, who dared to hold 
out the Royal faith for a renunciation of all taxes for revenue* 
Them you muft pumih^ or this faith you muft preferve. The 
prefervation <rf this faith is of more confcquence thanthe duties* 
on red lead, or white lead, or on broken glafs, or atlas ordi* 
nary, or demi-fine, or blue-royal, or bai^-dy or fbolWap, 
whidi you have given up ; or the three-pence on tea whicb 
you retained. The letter went ftampcd with the publick au» 
thority of thiis kingdom. The inftruftions for the Colony 
government go under no other fandtion ; and America cannot 
believe^ and- will hot obey youi if you do not preferve this chan* 
nel of communication facred* You are now punifhing thcr 
Colonies for afting on diftinftionsj held out by that very Mi- 
niftry which is here fhining in riches, in fevour, and in power y 
and urging the puniflimcnt of the very offcnce,^ to which they 
had themJeives been the tempters. 

Sir, if reafons refpefting (imply your own commerce, which 
is your own convenience, were the fole grounds of the repeal 
of the five duties; why does Lord Hillfborough, in difclaim- 
ing in the name of the King and Miniftry their ever having 
had an intent to tax for revenue, mention it as the means *< of 
rc-eftabliihing the confidence and afFedUon of the €i>kaiieS'P* 
b f t a way of foothing others, to afTure them that you will 
take good care of yourfelf ? The medium^ the only medium 
for regaining their afieAfon and confidence is, that you will 
take off fomcthing opprefGve to thehr minds. Sir, the letter 
firongly enforces that idea ; for though ths repeal of the taxes 
is promifed on commercial principles, yet the means of coun^- 
teraAing « the infinuations of men' with factious and feditious 
views," i^by a dtfclaimer tf the intention ot taxing for revc*- 
Hue, as a cosftant invariable fenfiimenr and rul& of conduct ia 
the government of America. 

I reoicinb^ ikat the nobte Lexd oa* the floori not in- % 
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fbrmer debate to be fure (it would be difordcrly to refer t& kp 
I fuppofe I read it fomcwhere), but the noble Lord was pleafed 
to fay, that he did not conceive how it could enter into the 
head of man to impofe fuch taxes as thofe of 1767 ; I mean 
thofe taxes which he voted for impofing, and voted for repeal- 
ing 5 as being taxes, contrary to all the principles of com- 
merce, laid on Britifh manufa^res. 

I dare fey the noble Lord is perfeftly well read, becaufe the 
duty of his particular office recpiires he fhould be fo, in all our 
revenue laws > and in the policy which is to be coliefled out of 
them. Now, Sir, when he had read this A61 of American re-- 
venoe, and a little recovered from his aftoniihment, I fuppofe 
lie made one ftep retrograde (it is but oae),. and looked at the 
Aft which ftands juft before in the Statute Book, The Ame* 
yican Revenue Aft is the forty-fiftli chapter ; the other to which 
I refer is the forty-fourth of the fame feffion. Thefe two Afts. 
are both to the fame purpofe ; both Revenue Afts ; both tax- 
ing out of the kingdom ; and both taxing Britifh manufaftures 
exported. As the 45 th is an Aft for raiiing a revenue in 
America, the 44th is an Aft for raifing a revenue in the Ifle 
of Man. The two Afts perfeftly agree in all refpcfts, except 
one. In the Aft for taxing the Ifle of Man, the noble Lord 
will find (not, as in the American Aft, four or five articles) 
but almoft the whole body of Britifh manufaftures, taxed fron^ 
two and an half to fifteen per cent, and fome articles,, fuch as 
that of fpirits, a great deal higher. You did not think it un« 
commercial to tax the whole mafs of your manufaftures, and, 
let me add, your agriculture toa; for, I now recolleft, Britifh 
com is there alfo taxed up to ten per cent, and this too in the 
very head-quarters, the very citadel of fmuggling, the Ifle of 
Man. Now, will the noble Lord condefcend to tell me why 
he repealed the taxes on your manufaftures fent out to Ame» 
rica, and not the taxes on the manufaftures exported to the 
Ifle of Man ? The principle was exaftly the fame, the objefts 
charged infinitely more extenfive, the duties without compa- 
rifon higher. Why? why, notwithflanding all bis childiih 
pretexts, becanfe the taxes were quietly fubnxitted to in the 
I(le of Man; and becaufe they raifed a flame in America. 
Yorar reafons were political, not commercial. The repeal was 
made, a& Lord Hiilfhorough's letter well exprefles it, to re- 
gain •* the confidence and afiiftion of the Colonies, ou which 
the glory and fafety of the Britifh Empire depend.'* A wife 
and jufl motive furely, if ever there was fuch. But the mif- 
chief and difhonor is, that you have not done what you had 
given the Colonies, jufi caufe to expeft,. when your Miniflers 
diiclaimed the ide4 of taxes for a revenue. There is nothing 
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fimplc, nothing manly, nothing ingenuous, open, dedfive, or 
fteady, in the proceeding, with regard either to the conti^ 
nuance or the repeal of the taxes. The whole has an air of 
littlenefs and fraud. The article of tea is flurred over in the 
circular letter, as it were by accident — ^nothing is faid of a re- 
folution either to keep that tax, or to give it up* There is uq 
fair dealing in any part of the tranfaAion. 

If you mean to follow your true motive and your publick 
faith, give up your tax on tea for raifing a revenue, the prin- 
ciple of which has, in effect, been difdaimed in your name ; 
and which produces you no advantage ; no, not a penny. Or,, 
if you choofe to go on with a poor pretence inftead of a folid 
reafon, and will ftill adhere to your cant of commerce, yoa 
have ten thoufand times more ftrong commercial reafons for 
giving up this duty on tea, than for abandoning the fiye others 
that you have already renounced. 

The American confumption of teas is annually, I believe^ 
worth 300,0001. at the leaft farthing. If you urge the Ameri- 
can violence as a juftiiication of your perfevcnuice in enforcing 
this tax, you know that you can never anfwer this plain quef- 
tion — ^Why did you repeal the others giveu in the fame Aft, 
whilft the very fame violence fubfifted ? — ^But you did not find 
the violence ceafe upon that conceiSon. No I becaufe the 
conceffion was far fhort of fatisfying the principle which Lord 
Hillfborough had abjured ; or even the pretence on which the 
repeal of the other taxes was announced : and becaufe, by 
enabling the Eafl-India Company to open a {hop for defeating 
the American refolution not to pay that fpecifick tax, you ma* 
nifcftly fhewed a hankering after the principle of the Aft 
which you formerly had renounced. Whatever road you take 
leads to a compliance with this motion. It opens to you at 
the end of every vifto. Your commerce, your policy, your 
promifcs, your reafons, your pretences, your confiftency, your 
inconiiftency — all jointly oblige you to this repeal. 

But ftill it flicks in our throats, if we go fo far, the Ameri* 
cans will go farther. We do not know that. We ought, 
from experience, rather to prefume the contrary. Do we not 
know for certain, that the Americans are going op as faft as 
poffible, whilft wc refufc to gratify them ? Can they do more, 
or can they do worfc, if we yield this point ? I think this cour 
ceffion will rather fix a turnpike to prevent their further pro- 
grefs. It is impoffible to anfwer for bodies of men. But I aqi 
iure the natural efPeft of fiddity, clen^ency, kmdnefs in Go- 
vernors, is peace, ffood-will, order, and efteem,ton the part 
cf the governed* I would certainly, at leaft> give theft: lair 
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principles a fair trkl y which, fince the making of this AA to^ 
this hour they never have had. 

Sir, the Honorahle Gentleman having fpoken what he 
thought neceflary upon the narrow part ot the fubjeft, I have 
given him, I hope, a fatisfaftory anfwer. He next prcfles me 
by a variety of dired challenges and oblique reflexions to faj 
fomething on the hiflorical part. I fhall therefore, Sir, open 
myfelf fully on that important and delicate fubjed j not for the 
{ake of telling you a long ftory (which, I know, Mr. Speaker, 
you arc not particularly fond of), but for the fake of the 
weighty inflxu£tion that, I flatter myfelf, will neceflarily refult 
from it. It fhall not be longer, if I can help it, than fo ferious 
a matter requires. 

Permit me, then, Sff, to lead your attention very far back ; 
back to the Aft of Navigation j the corner-ftone of the policy 
of this country with regard to its Colonies. Sir, that policy 
was, from the beginning, purely commercial ; and the com- 
mercial fyftem was wholly reftriftive. It was the fyftem of a 
monopoly. No trade was let loofe from that conflraint, but 
merely to enable the Colonifts to difpofe of what, in the courfc 
of your trade, you could not take ; or to enable them to difpofe 
of fuch articles as we forced upon them, and for which, with- 
out fome degree of liberty, they could not pay. Hence all 
your fpecifick and detailed enumerations : hence the innumer^ 
9ble checks and counter-checks : hence that infinite variety of 
paper chains by which you bind together this complicated 
iyftem of the Colonies. This principle of commercial mono- 
poly runs through no lefs than twenty^nine Afts of Parliament, 
from the year 1660 to the unfortunate period of 1764. 

In all thofe Afts the fyftem of commerce is eftabliflied, as 
that, from whence alone you propofed to make the Colonies 
contribute (I mean direftly, and by the operation of your fu^ 
perintending legiflative power) to the ftrength of the empire* 
I venture to fay, that during that whole period, a Parliament 
tary revenue from thence was never once in contemplation* 
Accordingly^ in all the number of laws pafled with regard to 
the Plantations, the words which diftinguiihed revenue laws^ 
fpecifically as fuch, were, I think, premeditately avoided. I 
do not fay. Sir, that a form of words alters the nature of the 
laW, or abridges the power of the lawgiver. It certainly does 
not. However, titles and fonfial preambles are not always 
idle y^otds ; and the lawyers frequently argue from them. I 
ftat^ thefc fadb to flicw, not what was your right, but what 
has been your fettled policy. Our revenue laws have ufually a 
titie^ pbrporting their being grants^ and the words give and 
gtant ttfiudly precede the enafting parts. Although duties 
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were impofed on America in Afts of King Charles the Second^ 
and in A<Eh of King William, no one title of givmg *' an aid 
to his Majefty,*' or any other of the lifual titles to Revenott 
A£ts, was to be found in any of them till 17^45 nor were the 
words " give and grant" in any preamble until the 6th of 
George the Second. However the title of this AA of George 
the Second, notwithftanding the words of donation, coniiders 
it merely as a regulation of trade, " An Aft for the better fc* 
curing of the trade of his Majefty's Sugar Colonies in Ame- 
rica." This Ad was made on a compromifc of all, and at the 
cKprcfs defire of a part of the Colonies themfelves. It was 
therefore in fome meafure with their confent ; and having a 
title direftly purporting only a commercial regulation, and 
being in truth nothing more, the words were pafled by, at a 
time when no jealoufy was entertained, and things were little 
fcmtinized. Even Governor Bernard, in his fccond printed 
letter, dated *n 1763, gives it as his opinion, that " it was an 
Aft of Prohibition, not of Revenue." This is certainly true ; 
that no Aft avowedly for the purpofe of revenue, and with the 
ordinary title and recital taken together, is found in the Sta^ 
tute-book until the year I have mentioned ; that is the ycai*; 
1764. All before this period ftood on commercial regulation' 
and rcftraint. The fcheme of a Colony revenue by Britifh au- 
thority, appeared therefore to the Americans in the light of a 
great innovation; the words of Governor Bemsffd's ninth 
fetter, written in November 1 765, ftate this idea very ftrong« 
ly; •« it muft," fays he, " have been liippofed, fuch an inno- 
vation as a Parliamentary taxation, would caufe a great aiarmj 
and meet with much oppoficion in moft parts of America i it 
was quite new to the people, and had no vifible bounds fct to 
it." After dating the weaknefs of Government there, he fays, 
<< was this a time to introduce fo great a novelty as a Parlia- 
mentary inland taxation in America?" Whatever the right 
might have been, this mode of uilng it was abfolutdy new 
in policy and praftice. 

Sir, they who are friends to the fchemes of American reve- 
liyac fay, that the commercial reftraint is fall as hard a law for 
America to live under. I think fo too, I think it, if uncom« 
penfated, to be a condition of as rigorous fervitude as n^ can 
be fubjeft to. But America bore it from the fundam^phtal Aft 
of Navigation .until 1 764. Why ? Becaufe meif <£ bear the 
inevitable conftitution of their original nature with' all its infir* 
mities. The Aft of Navigation attended theC^olonies fSroni 
their infancy, grew with their growth, and ftrengthened with 
their ftrength. They were confirmed in obedience to it, even 
tnore by uiage than by law. They fcu-cely had remembered a 
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them, by playing before their eyes the image of a revenue to 
be raifed in America. 

Here* began to dawn the firft glimmerings of this new 
Colony fyftem. It appeared more diftinftly afterwards, when 
it was devolved upon a perfon to whom, on other accounts, 
this country owes very great obligations. I do believe, that 
he had a very ferious de(ire to benefit the publick. But with 
no fmall ftudy of the detail, he did not feem to have his view, 
at leaft equally', carried to the total circuit of our affairs. He 
generally confidered his objefts in lights that were rather too 
detached. Whether the bufinefs of an American revenue was 
impofed upon him altogether ; whether it was entirelj^ the 
rcfult of his own fpeculation •, or, what is more probable, that 
his own ideas rather coincided with the inlhru^Hons he had 
received ; certain it is, that, with the beft intentions in the 
world, he firft brought this fatal fcheme into form, and efta- 
blifhed it by AO: of Parliament. 

No man can believe, that at this time of day I mean to lean 
on the venerable memory of a great man, whofe lofs we de- 
plore in common. Our little party-differences have been 
long ago compofed ; and I have afled more with him, and 
certainly with more pleafure with him, than ever I afted 
againft him. Undoubtedly Mr. Grenville was a firft-rate figure 
in this country. With a mafculine underftanding, and a ftout 
and refolute heart, he had an application undiflipated and un- 
wearied. He took publick bufinefs, not as a duty which he 
was to fulfil, but as a pleafure he was to enjoy ^ and he feemed 
to have no delight out of this Houfe, except in fuch things 
as fome way related to the bufinefs that was to be done within 
it* If he was ambitious, I will fay this for him, his ambition 
was of a noble and generous flrain. It was to raife himfelf, 
not by the low pimping politicks of a Court, but to win his 
way to power, through the laborious gradations of publick 
fervice ; and to fecure to himfelf a well-earned rank in Parlia- 
ment, by a thorough knowledge of its conftitution, and a per- 
fe& praf^ice in all its bufinefs. 

Sir, if fuch a man fell into errors, it muft be from defeAs 
not intrinfical •, they muft be rather fought in the particular 
habits of his life *, which, though they do not alter the ground- 
work of charafter, yet tinge it with their own hue. He was 
bred in a profeffion. He was bred to the law, which is, in 
my opinion, one of the firft and nobleft of human fciences ; 
a fcience which does more to quicken and invigorate the 
underftanding, than all the other kinds of learning put to- 
gether ; but it is not apt, except in perfons very happily born^ 
to open and to liberalize the mixfli exactly in the fame pro- 
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with (bmething of too exquifite a jealoufy towards the contra* 
band. He certainly felt a iingular degree of anxiety on the 
fobjed ; and even began to adt from that paiEon earlio* than 
is commonly imagined. For whilft he was Firft Lord of the 
Admiralty, though not ftridtiy called upon in his official line, 
he prefented a very ftrong memorial to the Lords of the Trca^ 
fury (my Lord Bute was then at the head of the board), hea- 
vily complaining of the growth of the illicit commerce in 
America. Some mifchief happened, even at that time, from 
this over-eameft zeal. Much greater happened afterwards 
when it operated with greater power in the higheft depart- 
ment of the finances. The bonds of the Aft of Navigation 
were ftraitened.fo much, that America was on the point of 
having no trade, either contraband or legitimate. They found, 
under the conftruftion and execution then ufed, the Aft no 
longer tying but aftually ftrangling them. All this coming 
with new enumerations of commodities; with regulations which 
in a manner put a flop to the mutual coafting intercourfe of the 
Colonies ; with the appointment of Courts of Admiralty under 
various improper circumftances ; with a fudden extinftion of 
the paper currencies ; with a compulfory provifion for the 
quartering of foldiers ; the people of America thought them- 
felves proceeded againft as delinquents, or at beft as people 
under fufpicion of delinquency; and in fuch a manner, as 
they imagined, their recent fervices in the war did not at all 
merit. Any of thefe innumerable regulations, perhaps, would 
not have alarmed alone ; fome might be thought reafonable ; 
the multitude ftruck them with terror. 

But the grand manoeuvre in that budnefs of new regulating 
the Colonies, was the fifteenth Aft of the 4th of George IIL; 
which, befides containing feveral of the matters to which I have 
juft alluded, opened a new principle : and here properly be- 
gan the fecond period of the policy of this country with re- 
gard to the Colonies ; by which the fcheme of a regular plan^ 
tation Parliamentary revenue was adopted in theory, and fet- 
tled in praftice, A revenue not fubftituted in the place of, 
but fuperadded to, a monopoly; which monopoly was en- 
forced at the fame time with additional flriftnefs, and the 
execution put into military hands. 

This Aft, Sir, had for the firft time the title of " granting 
Duties in the Colonies and Plantations of America ;** and for 
the firft time it was aflerted in the preamble, " that it was 
iuft and neccflary that a revenue fhould be raifed there.**- 
Then came the technical words of << giving and granting ;** 
and thus a complete American Revenue Aft was made in all 
the forms, and with a full avowal pf the right, equity, policy, 
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and even neceffity of taxing the Colonies, without any formal 
confent of theirs. There are contained alfo in the preamble to 
that Aft thcfe very remarkable words— the Commons, &c.-— 
*^ being defirous to make fome provifion in the prefent feffion 
of Parliament towards raifing the faid revenue." By thefe words 
it appeared to the Colonies, that this Aft was but a beginning 
of forrows ; that every feffion was to produce fomething of the 
fame kind 5 that we were to go on from day to day, in charg- 
ing them with fuch taxes as we pleafed, for fuch a military 
force as we fhould think proper. Had this plan been purfuedj 
it was evident that the provincial Aflemblies, in which the 
Americans felt all their portion of importance, and beheld 
their fole image of freedom, were ipfo faBo annihilated. This 
ill profpeft before them feemed to be boundlefs in extent, and 
cndlefs in duration. Sir, they were not miftaken. The Mi- 
niftry valued themfelves when this Aft paffed, and when they 
gave notice of the Stamp Aft, that both of the duties came 
very ihort of their ideas of American taxation. Great was 
the applaufe of this meafure here. In England we cried out 
for new taxes on America, whilft they cried out that they were 
nearly crufhed with thofe which the war and their own grants 
had brought upon them- 

Sir, it has been faid in the 'debate, that when the firft Ame^ 
rican Revenue Aft (the Aft in 1 764, impofing the port duties) 
pafled, the Americans did not objeft to the principle. It is 
true they touched it but very tenderly. It was not a direft 
attack. They were, it is true, as yet novices ; as yet unac- 
curtomed to direft attacks upon any of the rights of Parlia- 
ment. The duties were port duties, like thofe they had been 
accuftomed to bear 5 with this diiFerence, that the title was 
not the fame, the preamble not the fame, and the fpirit alto- 
gether unlike. But of what fervice is this obfervation to the 
caufe of thofe that make it ? It is a full refutation of the pre- 
tence for their prefent cruelty to America ; for it fhews, out 
of their own mouths, that our Colonies were backward to en- 
ter into the prefent vexatious and ruinous controverfy. 

There is sdfo another circulation abroad (fpread with a ma^ 
lignant intention, which I cannot attribute to thofe who fay 
the fame thing in this Houfe), that Mr. Grenville gave the 
Colony agents an option for their Aflemblies to tax themfelves^ 
which they had refiifed. I find that much ftrefs is laid on this, 
as a faft. However, it happens neither to be true nor poifible. 
I will obferve lirft, that Mr. Grenville never thought fit to 
make this apology for himfelf in the innumerable debates that 
were had upon the fubjeft. He might have propofed to the 
Colony agents, that they fhould agree in fome mode of taxa- 
tion 
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tion as the ground of an Aft of Parliament. But he never 
could have propofed that they fhould tax themfelves on re- 
quifition, which is the affertion of the day. Indeed, Mr- 
Grenville well knew, that the Colony agents could have no 
general powers to confent to it ; and they had no time to con- 
fult their Aflcmblies for particular powers, before he pafled 
his firft Revenue Aft. If you compare dates, you will find 
it impoflible. Burthened as the agents knew the Colonies 
were at that time, they could not give the leaft hope of fuch 
grants. His own favourite Governor was of opinion that the 
Americans were not then taxable objeds. 

" Nor was the time lefs favourable to the equity of fuch a 
taxation. I don't mean to difpute the reafonablenefs of Ame- 
rica contributing to the charges of Great Britain when fhe is 
able J nor, I believe, would the Americans themfelves have 
diTputed it, at a proper time and feafon. But it fhould be 
confidered, that the American Governments themfelves have, 
in the profecution of the late war, contrafted very large debts ; 
which it will take fome years to pay off, and in the mean 
time opcafion very burdenfome taxes for that purpofe only. 
For inftance, this Government, which is as much before-hand 
as any, raifes every year 37,5001. fterling for finking their 
debt, and muft continue it for four years longer at leaft before 
it will be clear.** 

Thefe are the words of Governor Bernard's letter to a mem- 
ber of the old Miniftry, and which he has fince printed. Mr. 
Grenville could not have made this propofition to the agents, 
for another reafon. He was of opinion, which he has declared 
in this Houfe an hundred times, that the Colonies could not 
legally grant any revenue to the Crown ; and that infinite mif- 
chiefi would be the confequence of fuch a power. When Mr. 
Grenville had pafled the firft Revenue Aft, and in the fame 
fefiion had made this Houfe come to a refolution for laying a 
Stamp-duty on America, between that time and the pafilng 
the Stamp Aft into a law, he told a confiderable and moft re- 
fpeftable merchant, a Member of this Houfe, whom I am truly 
forry I do not now fee in his place, when he reprefented againft 
this proceeding, that if the Stamp-duty was difliked, he was 
willing to exchange it for any other equally produftive ; but 
that if he objefted to the Americans being taxed by Parlia- 
ment, he might fave himfelf the trouble of the difcuflion, as 
he was determined on the meafure. This is the faft, and, if 
you pleafe, I will mention a very unqueftionable authox^ity 
for it. 

Thus, Sir, I have difpofed of this falfehood. But falfehood 
has a perennial fpring. It is faid, that no conjefture could 

be 
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be made of the diflike of the C>lonie9 to the principle. This 
IS as untrue as the other. After the rcfolution of the Hoafe^ 
and before the paffing of the Stamp A£t, the Colonies of Mai^ 
fachufet's Bay and New York did fend remonftrances, objeA-> 
ing to this mode of Parliamentary taxation. What was the con- 
fcquencc ? They were fuppreflcd ; they were put under the 
table ; notwithftanding an order of Cotmcil to the contrary^ 
by the Miniftry which compofed the very Council that haid 
made the order y and thus the Houfe proceeded to its bofineis 
of taxing, without the leaft regular luiowledge of the objeo* 
tions which were made to it. But to give that Houfe its duey 
it was not over defirous to receive information, or to hear rc- 
monftrance. On the 15th of February 1765, whilft the Stamp 
Aft was under deliberation, they refiifed with fcom even 10 
much as to receive four petitions prcfented from fo refpe£bble 
Colonies as Connefticut, Rhode Ifland, Virginia, and Caro* 
lina ; bcfides one from the traders of Jamaica. As to the Co* 
lonies, they had no alternative left to them, but to difobey i 
or' to pay the taxes impofed by that Parliament which was not 
fufFered, or did not fufier itfelf, even to hear them remon* 
ftrate upon the fubjcft. 

This was the ftate of the Colonies before his Bffajefty thought 
fit to change his Minifters. It ftands upon no authority of 
mine. It is proved by uncontrovertible records. The Ho- 
norable Gentleman has defired fome of us to lay our hands 
upon our hearts, and anfwer to his queries upon die hiftprical 
part of this conilderation ; and by his manner (as well as my 
eyes could difcem it) he feemed to addrefs himfelf to me. 

Sir, I will anfwer him as clearly as I am able, and with great 
opennefs : I have nothing to conceal. In fti^ year fixty-five^ 
being in a very private ftation, far enough from any line of 
bufinefs, and not having the honor of a ieat in this Houfe, it 
was my fortune, unknowing and unknown to the then Mi- 
niftry, by the intervention of a common fi-iend, to become 
connefted with a very noble perfon, and at the head of the 
Treafury department. It was indeed in a fituation of little 
rank and no confequence, fuitable to the mediocrity of my 
talents and pretenfions. But a fituation near enough to en*' 
able me to lee, as well as others, what was going on ; and I 
did fee in that noble perfon fuch found principles, fuch an 
enlargement of mind, fuch clear and fagacious fenfe, and fudi 
unfiiaken fortitude, as have bound me, as well as others much 
better than me, by an inviolable attachment to him firom that 
time forward. Sir, Lord Rockingham, very early in that fum- 
mer, received a ftrong reprefentation from many weighty Eng- 
iifli merchants and manufafturers^ from Governors of pro- 
vinces 
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vinces and commanders of men of war, againft almoft the 
whole of the American commercial regulations : and particu- 
larly with regard to the total ruin which was threatened to the 
Spanifli trade. I believe, Sir, the noble Lord foon faw his way 
in this bufinefs. But he did not rafhiy determine againft Afts 
which it might be fiippofed were the refult of much delibera- 
tion. However, Sir, he fcarcely began to open the ground^ 
when the whole veteran body of office took the alarm. A vio- 
lent outcry of all (except thofe who knew and felt the mif- 
chief) was raifed againft any alteration. On one hand, his 
attempt was a direct violation of treaties and publick law.— - 
On the other, the Aft of Navigation and all the corps of trade 
laws were drawn up in array againft it. 

The firft ftep the noble Lord took, was to have the opinion 
of his excellent, learned, and ever lamented friend the late 
Mr. Yorke, then Attorney General, on the point of law. 
When he knew that formally and officially, which in fub- 
ftance he had known before, he immediately difpatched orders 
to redrefs the grievance. But I will fay it for the then Mi- 
nifter, he is of that conftitution of mind, that I know he 
would have iffiied, on the fame critical occaiion, the very fame 
orders, if the Afts of Trade had been, as they were not, di- 
refty againft him 5 and would have cheerfully fubmitted to the 
equity of Parliament for his indemnity. 

On the concluiion of this buftnefs of the Spanifh trade, th« 
news of the troubles, on account of the Stamp A61, arrived in 
England. It was not until the end of 06lober that thefe ac- 
counts were received. No fooner had the found of that 
mighty tempeft reached us in England, than the whole of the 
then Oppofition, inftead of feeling humbled by the unhappy 
iffiie of their meafures, feemed to be infinitely elated, and 
Cried out, that the Miniftry, from envy to the glory of their 
predeceflbrs, were prepared to repeal the Stamp Aft. Near 
nine years after, the Honorable Gentleman takes quite oppo- 
flte ground, and now challenges me to put my hand to my 
heart, and fay, whether the Miniftry had refolved on the 
repeal till a conilderable time after the meeting of Parliament, 
Though I do not very well know what the Honorable Gen- 
tleman wifhes to infer from the admiffion, or from the denial, 
of this faft, on which he fo earneftly adjures me ; I do put my 
hand on my heart, and affiire him, that they did not come to 
a refolution direftly to repeal. They weighed this matter as 
its difficulty and importance required. They confidered ma- 
turely among them (elves. They confulted with all who could 
give advice or information. It was not determined until a 
little before the meeting of Parliament ; but it was determined. 

Vol. Vn. X and 
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and the main lines of their own plan marked out before that 
meeting. Two queftions arofe (I hope I am not going inta 
a narrative troublefometo the Houfe). 

[A cry of^ Go on, go on.] 

The firft of the two confiderations was, whether the repeal 
fhould be total, or whether only partial } taking out every- 
thing burthenfome and produftive, and refer ving only an 
empty acknowledgement, fuch as a ftamp on cards or dice* 
The other queftion was, on what principle the Aft fliould be 
repealed ? On this head alfo two principles were ftarted. One^ 
tliat the Legiflative rights of this country, with regard to 
America, were not entire, but had certain reftriftions and H^ 
mitations. The other principle wasy that taxes of this kind 
were contrary to the fundamental principles of conunerce on 
which the Colonies were founded ; and contrary to every idea 
of political equity ;. by which equity we are bound, as much 
as poffible to extend the fpirit and benefit of tlie Britifli con- 
ftitution to every part of the Britifh dominions. The option^ 
both of the meafure,and of the principle of repeal, was made be- 
fore the feffion •, and I wonder how any one can read the King's 
Speech at the opening of that feffion, without feeing, in that 
Speech,, both the repeal and the Declaratory Aft very fufficiently 
crayoned out. Thofe who cannot fee this can fee nothing. 

Surely the Honorable Gentleman will not think that a great 
deal left time than was then employed ought to have been 
fpent in deliberation, when he confiders that the news of the 
troubles did not arrive till towards the end of Oftober. The 
Parliament fat to fill the vacancies on the 14th day of Decern-* 
ber, and on bufinefs the 14th of the following January,. 

Sir, a partial repeal, or, as the bon ton of the Court then was> 
a modification^ would have fatisfied a timid, imfyfteniatick,^ 
procraftinating Miniftry, as fuch a meafure has fince done fuch 
a Miniftry. A modification is the conftant refource of weak 
undeciding minds. To repeal by a denial of our right to tax 
in the preamble (and this too did not want advifers), would 
have cut, in the heroick ftyle, the Gordian knot with a fword.. 
Either meafure would have coft no more than a days debate.. 
But when the total repeal was adopted ; and adopted on princi- 
ples of policy, of equity,, and of commerce ; this plan made 
it ncceffary to enter into many and diflScult meafures. It be- 
came neceflJuy to open a very large field of evidence com- 
menfurate to thcfe extenfive views. But then this labour did 
knights fervice. It opened the eyes of fiiveral to the true 
ftate of the American affairs 5 it enlarged their ideas ;. it re- 
moved prejudices *, and it conciliated the opinions and affe£tions 
of men. The noble Lord who then took the lead in Ad- 
mini- 
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xniniftration, my Hon. Friend (Mr. DowdefwcU) under me, 
and a Right Hon. Gentleman (General Conway), (if he will 
not rejeft his ihare, and it was a large one of this bufinefs) 
exerted the moft laudable induftry in bringing before you the 
fulleft, moft impartial, and Icaft-garbled body of evidence that 
•ever was produced to this Houfe. I think the enquiry lafted 
in the Committee for fix weeks j and at its conclufion this 
Houfe, by an independent, noble, fpiritcd, and unexpefted 
majority 5 by a majority that will redeem all the z£ts ever done 
by majorities in Parliament j in the teeth of all the old merce- 
nary Swifs of State, in difpite of all the fpeculators and augurs 
of political events, in defiance of the whole embattled legion 
of veteran penfioners and praftifcd inftruments of a Court, 
gave a total repeal to the Stamp Aft, and (if it had been fo per- 
mitted) a lafting peace to this whole empire. 

I ftate. Sir, thefe particulars, becaufe this aft of fpirit and 
fortitude has lately been, in the circulation of the feafon, and 
in fome hazarded declamations in this Houfe, attributed tQ 
timidity. If, Sir, the conduft of Miniftry, in propofing the 
repeal, had arifen from timidity with regard to themfelves, it 
would have been greatly to be condemned- Interefted timid- 
ity difgraces as much in the cabinet, as perfonal timidity does 
in the field. But timidky, with regard to the well-being of 
our country, is hcroick virtue. The noble Lord who then con- 
dufted affairs, and his worthy colleagues, whilft they trembled 
at the profpeft of fuch diftrefles as you have lince brought upon 
yourfelves, were not afraid fteadily to look in the face that 
glaring and dazzling influence at which the eyes of eagles 
have blenched. He looked in the face one of the ableft, and. 
Jet me fay, not the moft fcrupulous Oppofitions, that perhaps 
ever was in this Houfe, and withftood it, unaided by even 
one of the ufual fupporters of Adminiftration. He did thi« 
when he repealed the Stamp Aft. He looked in the face a 
perfon he had long rcfpefted and regarded, and whofe aid 
was then particularly wanting ; I mean Lord Chatham. He 
did this when he paffed the Declaratory Aft. 

It is now given out, for the ufual purpofes, by the ufual 
cmiflaries, that Lord Rockingham did not confent to the re- 
peal of this Aft until he was bullied into it by Lord Chatham ^ 
and the reporters have gone fo far as publickly to aiTert, in ant 
hundred companies, that the Honorable Gentleman under the 
gallery (General Convey), who propofed the repeal in the 
American Committee, had another fet of refolutions in hi5 
pocket direftly the rcverfe of thofe he moved. Thefe arti- 
fices of a defperate caufe are, at this time, fpread abroad, 
with incredible care, in every part of the town, from the high- 
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eft to the loweft companies ; as if the induftry of the circula- 
tion were to make amends for the abfurdity of the report. 

Sir, whether the noble Lord is of a complexion to be bullied 
by Lord Chatham, or by any man, I muft fubmit to thofe who 
know him. I confefs, when I look back to that time, I con-* 
iider him as placed in one of the moft trying fituations in 
which, perhaps, any man ever ftood. In the Houfe of Peers 
there were very few of the Miniftry, out of the noble Lord's 
own particular connexion (except Lord Egmont, who a£led, 
as far as I could difcern, an honorable and manly part), that 
did not look to fome other future arrangement, which warped 
his politicks. There were in both Houfes new and menacing 
appearances that might very naturally drive any other, than a 
moft refolute Minifter, from his meafure, or from his ftation. 
The ho^fehold troops openly revolted. The allies of Minif- 
try (thofe, I mean, who fupported fome of their meafures, but 
refufed refponfibility for any) endeavoured to undermine their 
credit, and to take ground that muft be fatal to the fucceft 
of the very caufe which they would be thought to countenance. 
The qucftion of the repeal was brought on by Miniftry in the 
Committee of this Houfe, in the very inftant when it was 
known that more than one Court negociation was carrying on, 
with the heads of the Oppofition. Every thing, upon every 
fide, was full of traps and mines. Earth below (hook ; Hea-* 
yen above menaced ; all the elements of Minifterial fafety were 
diflblved. It was in the midft of this chaos of plots and 
counterplots j it was in the midft of this complicated warfare 
againft publick oppofition and private treachery, that the firm-* 
nefs of that noble perfon was put to the proof. He never 
ftirred from his ground j no, not an inch. He remained fixed 
and determined, in principle, in meafure, and in conduft. 
He praftifed no managements. He fccurcd no retreat. He 
fought no apology. 

I will likewife do juftice, I ought to do it, to the Honor- 
able Gentleman who led us in this Houfe (General Conway). 
Far* from the duplicity wickedly charged on him, he afted his 
part with alacrity and refolution. We all felt infpired by the 
example he gave us, dov/n even to myfelf, the wcakcft in that 
phalanx. I declare for one, I knew well enough (it could not 
be concealed from any body) the true ftate of things ; but, 
in my life, I never came with fo much fpirits into this Houfe. 
It was a time for a man to a6l in, We had powerful enemies 
but we had faithful and determined friends ; and a glorious 
caufe. We had a great battle to fight •, but we had the means 
of fighting ; not as now, when our arms arc tied behind us* 
Wcdid fight that day and conquer, 

I remem^ 
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I remember. Sir, with a melancholy pleafure, the fituation 
of the Honorable Gentleman (General Conway) who made the 
motion for the repeal 5 in that crifis, when the whole trading 
intereft of this empire, crammed into your lobbies, with a 
trembling^and anxious expectation, waitod, almoft to a winter^s 
return of light, their fate from your rcfolutions. When, at 
length, you had determined in their favour, and your doors, 
thrown open, fhewed them the figure of their deliverer in the 
well-earned triumph of his important viftory, from the whole 
of that grave multitude there arofe an involuntary burft of 
gratitude and tranfport. They jumped upon him like children 
on a long abfent father. They clung about him as captives 
about their redeemer. All England, all America, joined to 
his applaufe. Nor did he feem infenfible to the beft of all 
earthly rewards, the love and admiration of his fellow-citizens, 
Hope elevated and joy brightened his crefl. I flood near him ; 
and his face, to ufe the expreflion of the Scripture of the firfi 
martyr, " his face was as if it had been the face of an angel.** 
I do not know how others feel ; but if I had flood in that 
fituation, I never would have exchanged it for all that Kings 
in their profufion could beflow. I did hope, that that day^g 
danger and honor would have been a bond to hold us all to- 
gether for ever. But, alas ! that, with other pleaiing vifions, 
is long fince vanifhed. 

Sir, this aft of fupreme magnanimity has been rcprefented, 
as if it had been a meafure of an Adminiftration that, having 
no fcheme of their own, took a middle line, pilfered a bit 
from one fide and a bit from the other. Sir, they took no 
middle lines. They differed fundamentally from the fchemes 
of both parties j but they preferved the objefts of both. They 
preferved the authority of Great Britain. They preferved the 
equity of Great Britain. They made the Declaratory Aft ; 
they repealed the Stamp Aft. They did both fully j becaufe 
the Declaratory Aft was without qualification ; and the repeal 
of the Stamp Aft total. This they did in the fituation I havfc 
dcfcribed. 

Now, Sir, what will the adverfary fay to both thefe Afts ? 
If the principle of the Declaratory Aft was not good, the 
principle we are contending for this day is monflrous. If the 
principle of the repeal was not good, why are we not at war 
for a real fubflantial effeftive revenue ? If both were bad \ 
why has this Miniflry incurred all the inconveniences of both 
and of all fchemes ? Why have they enafted, repealed, en- 
forced, yielded, and now attempt to enforce again ? 

Sir, I think I may as well now, as at any other time, fpeak 
%Q a certain matter of faft not wholljr unrelated to the quef- 

tion 
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tion under your confideration. We, who would perfuade you 
to revert to the ancient policy of this kingdom, labpur under 
the effeft of this fliort current phrafe, which the Court leader* 
have given out to all their corps. In order tp take away the 
credit of thofe who would prevent you from that frantick war 
you are going to wage upon your Colonies. Their cant b this ; 
«* All the difturbances in America have been created by the 
repeal of the Stamp Aft." I fupprefs for a moment my indig- 
xiation at the falfehood, bafenefs, and abfurdity of tlus moft 
audacious affertion. Inftead of remarking on the motives and 
charaAer of thofe who have iilued it for circulation, I will 
clearly lay before you the ftate of America, antecedently to 
that repeal ; after the repeal ; and iince the renewal of the 
ichemes of American taxation.. 

It is faid, that the diihirbances, if there were any, before the 
repeal, were (light ; and, without difficulty or inconvenience^ 
might have been fuppreflcd. For an anfwer to this aflertion, 
I will fend you to thi: great author and patron of the Stamp 
Aft, ^ho certainly, meaning well to the authority of this coun- 
try, and fiiUy apprifed of the ftate of that, made^ before a re- 
peal was fo much as agitated in this Houfe, the motion which 
is on your Journals ; and which, to fave the Clerk the trouble 
of turning; to it, I will now read to you. It was for an amend*- 
ment to the Addrefs of the 17th of December 1765 : 

<< To exprefs our juft refcntmcnt and indignation at the 
Outrageous Tumults and Infurredions which have been excited 
and carried on in North America ; and at the refiftance given 
by open and rebellious force to the EiLccution of the Laws in 
that part of his Majefty's dominions. And to a£ure his Ma^- 
jefty, that his faithful Commons, animated with the warmeft 
duty and attachment to his Royal Ferfon and Government^ 
will firmly and efTeAually fupport his Majefty in all fuch meai- 
fures as fliall be neceiTary for preferviug and fupporting the 
legal dependance of the Colonies on the Mother Country, 
&c. &C'' 

Here was certainly a difturbance preceding the repeal ; fuch 
a difturbance as Mr. Grcnville thought neceftary to qualify by 
the name of an infurreflion, and the epithet of a rebel- 
lious force: terms much ftronger than any by which thofe, 
vho then fupported his motion, have ever ilnce thought pro^ 
per to diftinguifh the fubfequent difturbances in America. 
They were difturbances which feemed to him and his friends 
to juftify as fbrong a promife of fupport, as hath been ufual 
to give in the begiiming of a war with the moft powerful and 
diedired enemies. When the accounts of the American Go- 
Tcrnors came before the Houfe^ they appeared ftronger evea 

than 
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than the warmth of pobltck imagmation had painted them ; 
fo much ftrongcr, that the papers on your table bear mc out 
m faying that all the late diftiirbances, which have been at 
one time the Mihiftcr^s motives for the repeal of five out of fix 
of the new Court taxes, and are now his pretences for refuf» 
ing to repeal that fixth, did not amount — why do I compare 
them ? — no, not to a tenth part of the tumults and violence 
which prevailed long before the repeal of that Aft. 

Miniftry cannot refufe the authority of the Commander in 
Chief, General Gage, who, in his letter of the 4th of No- 
vember, from New York, thus reprcfents the ftate of things r 

«< It is difficult to fay, from the higheft to the lowcft, who 
has not been acceffory to this infurreftion, either by writing or 
mutual agreements, to oppofe the Aft by, what they arc 
pleafed to term, all legal oppofition to it. Nothing efFeftual has 
been propofcd, either to prevent or quell the tumult. The reft 
of the Provinces arc in the fame fituation as to a pofitive re- 
fiifal to take the Stamps ; and threatening thofe who fhall take 
them, to plunder and murder them ; and this alFair ftands in 
all the Provinces, that unlefs the Aft, from hs own nature, 
enforce itfelf, nothing but a very confiderable military force 
can do it.** 

It is remarkable. Sir, that the perfons who formerly trum- 
peted forth the moft loudly, the violent refolutions of Affem- 
blies ; the univerial infurreftions ; the fcizing and burning 
the damped papers ; the forcing ftamp officers to refign their 
comnuffions under the gallows 5 the rifling and pulling down 
of the houfes of magiftrates ; and the expulfion from their 
country of all who dared to write or fpeak a finglc word in 
defence of the powers of Rirliament 5 thefe very trumpeters 
are now the men that reprefent the whole as a mere trifle j 
and choofe to date all the difturbances from the repeal of the 
Stamp Aft, which put an end to them. Hear vour officers 
abroad, and let them refute this (hamelefs fatiehood, who, in 
all their corrcfpondence, flate the difturbances as owing to 
their true caufes, the difcontent of the people, from the taxes. 
You have this evidence in your own archives — and it will give 
you complete fatisfaftion ; if you are not fo far loft to all Par- 
liamentary ideas of information, as rather to credit the lie of 
the day, than the records of your own Houfe. 

Sir, this vermin of Court reporters, when they arc fbrccd 
mto day upon one point, are fure to burrow in another ; but 
they fhall have no refuge: I will make them bolt out of 
all their holes. Confcious that they mufl be baffled, when they 
attribute a precedent difturbancc to a fubfcquent meaflire, they 
take other ground, almoft as abfurd, but very common ra 
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modern praftice, and very wicked; which isj to attribute the ill 
effe6b of ill-judged conduft to the arguments which had been 
ufed to difluade us from it. They fay, that the oppoiitiop made 
in Parliament to the Stamp AQ. at the time of its pafling^ en-» 
couraged the Americans to their refiftance. This has even 
formally appeared in print in a regular volume, from an ad- 
vocate of that faftion, a Dr. Tucker. This Dr. Tucker is 
already a Dean, and his carneft labours in this vineyard will, I 
fuppofe, raife him to a Bilhoprick. But this aflertion too, juft 
like the reft, is falfe. In all the papers which have loaded your. 
table ; in all the vaft crowd of verbal witnefles that appeared at 
your bar, witnefles which were indifcriminately produced from 
both iides of the Houfe ; not the leaft hint of fuch a caufe of 
difturbance has ever appeared. As to the faft of a ftrenuous 
oppofition to the Stamp Aft, I fat as a ftranger in your gallery 
when the Aft was under confideration. Far from anything 
inflammatory, I never heard a more languid debate in this 
Houfe. No more than two or three gentlemen, as I remem- 
ber, fpoke againft the Aft, and that with great refcrve and re- 
markable temper. There was but one diviiion in the whole 
progrefs of the Bill ; and the minority did not reacli to more 
than 39 or 40. In the Houfe of Lords I do not recoUeft that 
there was any debate or divifion at all. I am fure there was 
no proteft. In faft, the affair pafled with fo very, very 
little noife, that in town they fcarcely knew the nature of 
what you were doing. The oppofition to the Bill in England 
never could have done this mifchief, becaufe there fcarcely ever 
was lefs of oppofition to a Bill of confequence. 

Sir, the agents and diftributors of falfehoods have, with 
their ufual induftry, circulated another lie of the fame nature 
with the former. It is this, that the difturbanccs arofe from 
the account which had been received in America of the change 
in the Miniftry. No longer awed, it feems, with the fpirit of 
the former rulers, they thought themfelvcs a match for what our 
calumniators choofe to qualify by the name of fo feeble a Mi- 
niftry as fuccceded. Feeble in one fenfe thefe men certainly may 
be called ; for with all their efforts, and they have made many, 
they have not been able to refift the diftempered vigour, an4 
infane alacrity with which you are rufhing to your ruin. But 
it does fo happen, that the falfity of this circulation is (like 
the reft) dcmonftrated by indifputable dates and records. 

So little was the change known in America, that the letters 
of your Governors, giving an account of thefe difturbances 
long after they had arrived at their higheft pitch, were all di- 
rcftcd to the old Miniftry, and particularly to tlie Earl of Hali- 
fax, the Secretary of State correfponding with the Colonics, 
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without once, in the fmalleft degree, intimating the flighteft 
lufpicion o£ any Minifterial revolution whatfoever. The Mini- 
ftry was not changed in England until the i oth day of July 
1765. On the 14th of the preceding June, Governor Fau- 
quier from Virginia writes thus ; and writes thus to the Earl 
of Halifax : " Government is fet at defiance, not having 
flrength enough in her hands to enforce obedience to the laws 
of the community. The private diftrefs, which every man 
feels, increafes the general diflatisfadtion at the duties laid by 
the Stamp Aft, which breaks out, and fhews itfelf upon every 
trifling occafion." The general diffatisfaftion had produced 
fome time before, that is, on the 29th of May, feveral ftrong 
publick refolves againfl the. Stamp Aft ; and thofe refolves arc 
afligned, by Governor Bernard, as the caufe of the infurreftions 
in Maffachufet's Bay, in his letter of the 15th of Auguft, flill 
addrefled to the Earl of Halifax ; and he continued to addrefs 
fuch accounts to that Minifter quite to the 7th of September 
of the fame year. Similar accounts, and of as late a date^ 
were fcnt from other Governors, and all direfted to Lord Hali- 
jfax. Not one of thefe letters indicates the flightefl idea of a 
change^ either known, or even apprehended. 

Thus are blown away the infeft race of courtly falfehoods ! 
thus perifh the mifcrable inventions of the wretched runners 
for a wretched caufe, which they have fly-blown into every 
weak and rotten part of the country, in vain hopes that when 
their maggots had taken wing, their importunate buzzing 
xmght found fomething like the public voice ! 

Sir, I have troubled you fufficiently with the flate of Ame- 
rica before the repeal. Now I turn to the Honorable Gentle- 
man who fo floutly challenges us to tell, whether, after the 
repeal, the Provinces were quiet ? This is coming home to the 
point. Here I meet him direftly ; and anfwer moft readily— 
they were quiet. And, I in my turn, challenge him to prove 
when, and where, and by whom, and in what numbers, and 
with what violence, the other laws of trade, as gentlemen af- 
fert, were violated in confequence of your conceffion ; or that 
even your other revenue laws were attacked ? But I quit the 
vantage ground on which I fland, and where I might leave the 
burthen of the proof upon him : I walk down upon the open 
plain, and undertake to fhew that they were not only quiet, 
but fliewed many unequivocal marks of acknowledgment and 
gratitude. And to give him every advantage, I feleft the ob- 
noxious colony of MafTachufet's Bay, which at this time (but 
without hearing her) is fo heavily a culprit before Parliament ; 
I will feleft their proceedings even under circumftances of no 
fmall irritation. For, a little imprudently I mufl fay, Gover- 
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nor Bernard lAiXed in the ^miniftration of the lenitive of the 
repeal no fmall acrimony, arifing from matters of a fcparraftf 
narure. Yet fee. Sir, the effeft of that lenitive, though mixed 
with thefe bitter ingredients v and how this mgged people can 
exprcfs themfelves on a meafure of concefiion. 

«< If it is not in our power,'* fay they in their addreis to 
Governor Bernard, ^* in fo full a numner as will be expefted, 
to fhew our refpedlful gratitude to the Mother Country, or W 
make a dutiful and afFeftionate return to the indulgence of the 
King and Parliament, it fhall be no fault of ours } for this -we 
mtend, and hope we (hall be able fully to effeft." 

Would to God that this temper had been cultivated, mflK 
naged, and fet in action ! other effefts than thofe which we 
have fince felt would have refulted from it. On the requifi- 
tion for compenfation to thofe who had fuffered from the vio-- 
lence of the populace, in the fame addrefs they fay^ " The re* 
commendation enjoined by Mr. Secretary ConWa/s letter, and 
in confequence thereof made to us, we will embrace the firft 
convenient opportunity to c<»ifider aiid aft upon.** They did 
confider ; they did aft upon it. They obeyed th^ requifition* 
I know the mode has been chicaned upoA^ but it was fdhftan-^ 
tially obeyed 5 and much better obeyed than I fear the Pitflia* 
fnentary requifition of this ieffion will be, thoufgh enfofc^ed 
by all your rigour, and backed with all your power. Ill 4 
Word, the damages of popular fury were compenfated by le]^f^ 
lative gravity. Almofl every Other part of America, in vafious^ 
ways, demonftrated their gratitude. I «fl bold to fay, that fo 
fudden a calm, recovered after fo violent a f^orfti, is without 
parallel in hiftory. To fay that no other difturbatlce fhould 
happen from any other caufe, is folly. But as far as appear-^ 
ances went, by the judicious facrifice of one taw, yo« procured 
an acquiefcence in all that remained. After this experience^ 
nobody (hall perfuade me, when an whole people are concerned^ 
that afts of lenity are not means of conciliation. 

I hope the HonoraUe Gemtleman has received a fair and fiill 
anfwcr to his queftion. 

I have done with the third period of your policy j that of 
your repeal} and the return of your ancient fyftem, and your 
ancient tranquillity and concord. Sir, this period was not M 
long as it was happy. Another fcene was opened, and <ithct 
aftors appeared on the ftage. The State, in the condition I 
have defcribed it, was delivered into the hands of Lord Cha** 
tham — z great and celebrated name ) a name that keeps the 
name of this country rcfpeftable in every other on the globe» 
It may be. truly called 

Clarwn et venerahik nomen 
Centibus^ et multwn ncftra quodproderat urti. 

Sir^ 
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Sir, the venerable age of this great man, bis merited rank, 
his fuperior eloquence, his fplendid qualities, his eminent fer« 
▼ic66, the vaft fpace he fills in the eye of mankind ; and, more 
than all the reft, his fall from power, which, like death, ca« 
lionizes and fanftifies a great character, will not fuffer me to 
cenfure any part of his conduit. I am afraid to flatter him ; 
I am fure I am not difpofed to blame him. Let thofe who 
have betrayed him by their adulation^ infult him with their 
malevolence. But what I do not prefume to cenfure, I may 
have leave to lament. For a wife man, he feemed to me, at 
that time, to be governed too much by general maxims. I 
ipeak with the freedom of hiftory, and I hope without offence. 
One or two of thefe maxims, flowing from an opinion not the 
moft indulgent to our unhappy fpecies, and furely a little too 
general, led him into meafures that were greatly mifchievons to 
himfelf, and for that reafon, among others, perhaps fatal to 
his country ; meafures, the efiefts of which, I am afraid, are 
for ever incurable. He made an Ad mi nift ration fo checkered 
and fpeckled ; he put together a piece of joinery, fo crofsly mm 
dented and whimfically dovetailed j a cabinet fo varioufly in* 
laid ; fuch a piece of diverfified Mofaic ; fuch a teffelared pave* 
mcnt without cement ; here a bit of black flone, and there a 
bit of white ; patriots and courtiers ; King's friends and repub- 
licans ; whigs and tories ; treacherous friends and open ene- 
mies: that it was indeed a very curious fhow ; but utterly un- 
fafe to touch, and unfure to ftand on. The colleagues whom 
he had afforted at the fame boards, dared at each other, and 
were obliged to afk, «< Sir, your name ? — Sir, you have the 
advantage of me — Mr. Such a one— I beg a thoufand par- 
dons — '^ I venture to fay, it did fo happen, that perfons had a 
fingle office divided between them, who had never fpoke to 
icach other in their lives, until tlicy found themfelves, they 
^ew not how, pigging together, heads and points, in the 
fame truckle-bed *^ 

Sir, in confequence of this arrangement, having put fo 
much the larger part of his enemies and oppofcr? into power, 
the confufion was fuch, that his own principles could not pof- 
fibly have any efieft or influence in the conduft of affairs. If 
ever he fell into a fit of the gout, or if any other caufe with- 
drew him from publick cares, principles direftly the contrary 
were fur^ to predominate. When he had executed his plan, 
he had not an inch of groun4 to ftand upon. When he had 

♦ Suppofcd to allude to the Right Hon. Lord North and George Cooke, Efq. 
^ho were made joint Paymaftcr* in the fummer of 1766, ou \hc removal ct the 
EoduBsfaam A^niioiftratioA. 
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accompliflicd his fchcmc of Adminiftration, he was no longer a 
Minifter. 

When his face was hid but for a moment, his whole fyftcm 
was on a wide fea, without chart or compafs. The gentlemen, 
his particular friends, who, with the names of various depart- 
ments of Miniftry, were admitted to feem as if they adted a 
part under him, with a modefty that becomes all men, and 
with a confidence in him, which was juftified even in its ex- 
travagance by his fupcrior abilities, had never, in any inftance, 
prefumed upon any opinion of their own. Deprived of his 
guiding influence, they were whirled about, the fport of every 
guft, and eafily driven into any port ; and as thofe who joined 
with them in manning the veflcl were the moft direftly oppo- 
fite to his opinions, meafures, and character, and far the moft 
artful and moft powerful of the fet, they eafily prevailed, fo 
as to feize upon the vacant, unoccupied, and derelift minds of 
his friends 5 and inftantly they turned the veilel wholly out of 
the courfe of his policy. As if it were to infult as well as to 
betray him, even long before the clofc of the Hrft feffion of his 
adminiftration, when every thing was publickly tranfafted, and 
with great parade, in his name, they made an Aft, declaring it 
highly juft and expedient to raife a revenue in America. For 
even then, Sir, even before this fplendid orb was entirely fet, 
and while the weftem horizon was in a blaze with his defcend- 
ing glory, on the oppofite quarter of the heavens arofe another 
luminary, and, for his hour, became lord of the afcendant. 

This light too is pafled and fet for ever. You underftand, 
to be fure, that I fpeak of Charles Townfhend, officially the 
re-producer of this fatal fcheme ; whom I cannot even now 
remember without fome degree of fenfibility. In truth. Sir, 
he was the delight and ornament of this houfe, and the charm 
of every private fociety which he honored with his prefence^ 
Perhaps there never arofe in this country, nor in any country, 
a man of a more pointed and finifhcd wit; and (where his paf^ 
fions were not concerned) of a more refined, exquifite, and 
penetrating judgment. If he had not fo great a ftock, as 
fome have had who flouriftied formerly, of knowledge long 
treafured up, he knew better by far, than any man I ever was 
acquainted with, how to bring together, within a ftiort time, all 
that was neceflary to eftablifh, to illuftrate, and to decorate 
that fide of the queftion he fupported. He ftated his matter 
Ikilfully and powerfully. He particularly excelled in a moft 
luminous explanation and difplay of his fubjeft. His ftyle of 
argument was neither trite and vulgar, nor fubtle and abftrufe. 
He hit the Houfe juft between wind and water. — And not bo- 
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ing troubled with too anxious a zeal for any matter In queftion^ 
he was never more tedious, or more eameft, than the pre- 
conceived opinions and prefent temper of his hearers required 5 
to whom he was always in perfect unifon. He conformed ex- 
aftly to the temper of the Houfe ; and he fecmed to guide, be* 
caulc he was always fare to fQllow it. ' 

I beg pardon, Sir, if when I fpcak of this and of other great 
men, I appear to digrefs in faying fomething of their charac- 
ters. In this eventful hiftory of the revolutions of America, 
the characters of fuch men are of much importance- Great 
men are the guide-pofts and land-marks in the ftate. The cre- 
dit of fuch men at Court, or in the nation, is the fole caufe of 
all the publick meafures. It would be an invidious thing (moft 
foreign, I truft, to what you think my difpofition) to remark the 
errors into which the authority of great names has brought the 
nation, without doing juftice at the fame time to the great qua- 
lities whence that authority arofe. The fubjeft is inftruftive to 
thofe who wifh to form themfelves on whatever of excellence 
has gone before them. There are many young members in the 
Houfe (fuch of late has been the rapid fucceflion of publick men) 
who never faw that prodigy Charles Townfhend ; nor of courfc 
know what a ferment he was able to excite in every thing by 
the violent ebullition of his mixed virtues and failings ; for fail- 
ings he had undoubtedly — many of us remember them ; we 
are this day confidering the effeft of them. But he had no 
failings which were not owing to a noble caufe 5 to an ardent, 
generous, perhaps an immoderate paiGon for fame ; a pailion 
which is the inftinft of all great fouls. He woHhipped that 
goddefs wherefoever (he appeared ; but he paid his particular 
devotions to her in her favourite habitation, ih her chofen temple, 
the Houfe of Commons. Bcfidcs the characters of the indivi- 
duals that compofe our body, it is impoffible, Mr. Speaker, not 
to obfervc that this Houfe has a collective character of its ovm. 
That character too, however ImperfeCt, is not unamiable. Like 
all great publick collections of men, you poflefs a marked love 
of virtue, and an abhorrence of vice. But among vices, there 
is none which the Houfe abhors in the fame degree with ob- 
ftinacy. Obftinacy, Sir, is certainly a great vice ; and in the 
changeful ftate of political affairs it is frequently the caufe of 
great mifchief. It happens, however, very unfortunately, that 
almofl the whole line of the great and mafculine virtues, coiw 
ftancy, gravity, magnanimity, fortitude, fidelity, and firmnefs, 
are dofely allied to this difagreeable quality, of which you 
have fo jult an abhorrence \ and, in their excefs, all thefe vir- 
tues very eafily fall into it. He, who paid fuch a punctilious 
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attention to all your feelings, certainly took care not to fhock 
them by that vice which is the moft difguftful to you. 

Tliat fear of difpleafing thofe who ought moft to be pleafed^ 
betrayed him fometimes into the other extreme. He had voted, 
and, in the year 1765, had been ai\^ advocate for the Stamp Aft* 
Things and the difpofition of mes's minds were changed. In 
ihort, the Stamp Aft began to be no favourite in this Houfe. 
He therefore attended at the private meeting in which the rc- 
folutions moved by a Right Honorable Gentleman were fett 
tied \ refolutions kading to the repeal.. The next day he voted 
for that repeal ; and he would have fpoken for it too, if an 
illnefs (not as was tlien given out a pdiitical, but, to my know* 
ledge, a very real illnefs) had not prevented it. 

The very next feffion, as the fafhion of this world paileth 
away, the repeal began to be in as bad an odour in this Houfe 
as the Stamp Aft had bc:n in the feffion before. To conform 
to the temper which began to prevail, an4 to prevail moftly 
amcMigft thofe moft in power, he declared, very early in the 
winter, that a revenue muft be h^d out of America. Inftantly 
he was tied do¥m to his engagements by fome who had no ob- 
jeftion to fuch experiments, when made at the coft of perfons 
for whom they had no particular regard. The whole body of 
courtiers drove him onward. They always talked as if the King 
ftood in a fort of humiliated ftate, until fomething of the kind 
fhould be done. 

Here this extraordinary man, then Chancellor of the Ex* 
(chequer, found himfclf in great ftraits. To pleafe univerfally 
was the objeft of his life; but to tax and to plealci no more 
than to love and to be wife, is not given to men. However he 
attempted it. To render the tax palatable to the partizans of 
.^jnerican revenue, he made a preamble ftating the neceffity of 
iucha revenue. To clofe with the American diftinftion, thi^ 
revenue was external or port-duty j but again, to foften it tq 
the other party, it was a duty of fupply. To gratify the Colo* 
iiifts, it was laid on Britifh manuf^ftures ; to fatisfy the mer^ 
chants of Britain, the duty was trivial, and (except that ontea, 
which touched only the devoted Eaft India Company) on none 
of the grand objefts of coolmerce. To counterwork the Ame-» 
rican contraband, the duty on tea was reduced from a Ihilling 
to three-pence. But to fecure the favour of thofe who woula 
tax America, the fcene of colleftion was changed, and, with 
the reft, it was levied in the Colonies. What need I fay more? 
This fine-fpun fcheme had the ufual fate of all exquifite policy. 
^t the original plan of the duties, and the mode of executing 
that plan^ both arofe &ngly and folely from a love of our ap^ 
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pbttfc He wa» truly the child of the Houfis. He never 
thought^ did, or faid any thing but with a view to you. He 
every day adapted htmfelf to your difpofition ; and ^jafted 
himielf before it^ as; at a looking-glafs. 

He had ob(erved (indeed it could not efcape him) that (eve-* 
til perfon^y infinitely his inferiors in all refpedts, had formerly 
rendered themfeWes confiderable in this Houfc by one method 
alone. They were a race of men (I hope in God the fpecies \m 
extlnA) whO) when they rofe in their {^ace, no man livin^^ 
coidd divine^ from any known adherence to parties, to opini- 
OBSy or to principles y from any order or fyftem in their poli* 
^cs y or from any fequel or connedlion in their ideas, what part 
they were going to take in any debate. It is ailoniihing faow 
imich this uncertainty, efpecially at critical times, called the 
attention of all parties on fuch men. All eyes were fixed on 
them, ail ears open to hear them : each party gaped and looked 
alternately for their vote, almoft to the end of their fpeeches* 
While the Houfe hung in thb uncertainty, now the Hear-hims 
rofe from this fide — now they re^bellowed from the other ; and 
that party to whom they fell at length from their tremulous 
and dancing balance, always received them in a tempeft of ap- 
plaufe. The fortune of fuch men was a temptation too great to 
be refifled by one, to whom a fingle whiif of incenfe with^heid 
gave much greater pain than he received delight in the cloods 
of it which daily rofe abotit him from the prodigal fuperftition 
€xf imromerable admirers. He was a candidate for contradic- 
tory honors \ and his great aim was to make thofe agree in 
admiration of him who never agreed in any thing elfe. 
. Hence arofe this unfortunate Aft, the fubjeft of thk day's 
debate ; from a difpoiition which, after making an American 
revenue to pieafe one, repealed it to pleafe others, and again 
revived it in hopes of pleafing a third, and of catching fome* 
thing in the ideas of all. 

This Revenue Aft of 1767, formed the fourth period of 
American policy. How we have fared fince then— what woe-^ 
ful variety of fchemes have been adopted ; what enforcing, and 
what repealing 5 what bullying, and what fubmitting; what 
doing and undoing ; what flraining dnd what relaxing } what 
Afiemblies diiTolved for not obeying, and called again without 
obedience ; what troops fent out to quell refinance, and, on 
meeting that refiAance, recalled; what fhiftings and changes, 
andjumblings of all kinds of men at home, which left no po& 
fibility of order, coniiflency, vigour, or even io much as a des- 
cent unity of colour in any one publick meafure — it is a tedious, 
irkfome talk— -my duty may call me to open it out fome other 
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co-ordinate to each other, they ought all to be fubordinate %o 
her 5 elfe they can neither prefervc mutual peace, nor hope for 
mutual juftice, nor effeftually afford mutual affiftance. It is 
neceflary to coerce- the negligent, to reftrain the violent, and 
to aid the weak and deficient, by the over-rulipg plenitude of 
her power. She is never to intrude into the place of the 
others, whilft they are equal to the common ends of their in- 
ftitution. But in order to enable Parliament to anfwer all theft 
ends of provident and beneficent fuperint^ndance, her powers 
muft be. boundiefs. The gentlemen who think the powers oiF 
Parliament limited, may pleafe themfelves to talk of requifir 
tions. But fuppofe the requifitions are not obeyed ? TA/liat f 
Shall there be no reftrvcd power in the empire to fupply a de- 
ficiency which may weaken, divide, and diflipate the whole ? 
We are engaged in war — the Secretary of State calls upon the 
Colonies to contributcr— fome would do it, I think moft would 
cheerfully furnifli whatever is demanded — one or two, iuppofe, 
hang back, and eafing themfelves, let the ftrefs of the draff 
lie on the others — furely it is proper that fome authority might 
legally fay — « Tax yourfelves for the common fupply, or Par- 
liament will do it for you." This backwardnefs was, as I am 
told, aftually the cafe of Pennfylvania for fome (hort time 
towards the beginning of the laft war, owing to fome internal 
diffentions in the Colony. But, whether the feft were fo, or 
otherwife, the cafe is equally to be provided for by a competent 
fovereign power. But then this ought to be no ordinary 
jpower i nor ever ufed in the firfi inftance. This is what I 
meant, when I have faid at various times, that I confider the 
power of taxing in Parliament as an inftrument of empire, and 
hot as a means of fupply. 

Such, Sir, is my idea of the conftitution of the Britifh Em^ 
pire, as diftinguifhed from the Conftitution of Britain 5 and on 
thefe grounds I think fubordination and liberty may be fufiSf- 
ciently reconciled through the whole ; whether to ferve a rer 
fining fpeculatift, or a faftious demagogue, I know not 5 but 
enough, furely, for the cafe and happinefs of man, 

Sir, whilft we held this happy courfe, we drew more from 
the Colonies than all the impotent violence of defpotifm ever 
could extort firom them. We did this abundantly in the laft 
war. It has never been once denied — and what reafon have 
we to imaging that the Colonies would not have proceeded in 
fupplying Government as liberally, if you had not ftepped in 
and hindered them from contributing, by interrupting the 
channel in which their liberality flowed with fo ftrong a 
courfe J by attempting to take, inftead of being fatiisficcf to 
receive. iSir William Temple fays, that Holland has loaded 

itfclf 
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Your Miniftprsj in their own and his Majefty*s naitlCj have 
ah'eady adopted tlie American diftinftion of internal and exter- 
nal duties. It is a diftindUon, whatever merit it may have^ 
that was originally moved by the Americans themfelvcs 5 and 
1 think they will acquicfce in it, if they are not pufhed witk 
too much logick and too little fenfe, in all the confequenccs* 
That is, if external taxation be underftood, as they and you 
tmderftand it when you pleafe, to be not a diflihftioii of geo- 
graphy, but of policy ; that it is a power for regulating trade, 
and not for fupporting eftabliftimcnts. The diftin<Slion, which 
is as nothing with regard to right, is of tnoft weighty confider- 
ation in pra6^ice. Recover your old groimd, and your old 
tranquillity — try it— I am perfuaded the Americans will com^ 
promife with you. When confidence is once reftored, the 
odious and fufpicious fummumjus will perlfh of courfe. The 
fpirit of prafticability, of moderation, and mutual conveni- 
ence, will never call in geometrical exaftnefs as the arbitrator 
of an amicable fettlement. Confult and follow your experi-^^ 
ence. Let not the long ftory with which I have exercifed 
your patience, prove fruitlefs to your interefts. 

For my part, I fhould choofe (if I could have my wifh) 
that the propofition of the Honorable Gentleman (Mr. Fuller) 
for the repeal, could go to America without the attendance of 
the penal Bills. Alone I could almoft anfwer for its fuccefs* 
I cannot be certain of its reception in the bad company it may 
keep. In fuch heterogeneous aflbrtmcnts, the moft innocent 
perfon will lofe the effcft of his innocency. Though you 
fhould fend out this angel of peace, yet you arc fending out a . 
deftroying angel too ; and what would be the effeft of the cC)ii- 
flift of thefe two adverfe fpirits, or which would predominate 
in the end, is what I dare not fay : whether the lenient mes(- 
fures would caufe American paffion to fubfide, or the fevere 
would increafe its fury— All this is in the hand of Providence ; 
yet now, even now, I fhould confide in the prevailing virtue, 
and efficacious operation of lenity, though working in dark« 
nefs, and in chaos, in the midfl of all this unnatural and tur- 
bid combination. I fhould hope it might produce order and 
beauty in the end. 

Let us, "Sir, embrace fome fyflem or other before we end 
this feflion. Do you mean to tax America, and to draw a 
produftivc revenue from thence ? If you do, fpcak out: name, 
fix, afcertain this revenue ; fettle its quantity \ define its ob- 
je^; provide for its collection; and then fight when you 
have fomething to fight for. If you niurder— rob ! If you 
kill, take pofleffion 5 and do not appear in the charafter of 
madmen, as well as afTaiUns, violent, vindiftive, bloody, and 
Vol.- VII. Z tyran- 
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tyrannical, without an objeft. But may better counfels guide 
you ! 

Again, and again, revert to your old principles— feek peace 
and enfue it — ^leave America, if fhe has taxable matter in h^, 
to tax herfelf. I am not here going into the diftinftions of 
rights, nor attempting to mark their boundaries* I do not 
enter into thefe metaphyfical diftin£tions; I hate the very 
found of them. Leave the Americans as they anciently flood, 
and thefe diftinftions, born of our unhappy conteft, will die 
along with it. They, and we, and their and our anceftors, 
have been happy under that fyftem. Let the memory of all 
aAions, in contradiAion to that good old mode, on both fides^ 
be extinguifhed for ever. Be content to bind America by laws 
of trade ; you have always done it. Let this be your reafon 
for binding their trade. Do not burthen them by taxes $ you 
were not ufed to do fo from the beginning. Let this be your 
reafon for not taxing. Thefe are the arguments of ftates and 
kingdoms. Leave the reft to the fchools i for there only they 
may be difculTed with fafety. But if, intemperately, unwifdy, 
fatally, you fophifticate and poifon the very fource of govern- 
ment, by urging fubtle dedu£lions, and confequences odious 
to thofe you govern, from the unlimited and illimitable natiure 
of fupreme fovereignty, you will teach them by thefe means to 
call that fovereignty itfdf in queftion. When you drive him 
hard, the boar will furely turn upon the hunters. If that 
fovereignty and their freedom cannot be reconciled, which 
will they take ? They will caft your fovereignty in your face. 
No body will be argued into flavery. Sir, let the gentlemen 
on the other fide call forth all their ability ; let the beft of 
them get up and tell me, what one character of liberty the 
Americans have, and what one brand of flavery they are free 
from, if they are bound in their property and indufhy, bv all 
the reftraints you can imagine on commerce, and at the lame 
time are made pack-horfes of every tax you choofe to impofe^ 
without the leaft fhare in granting them ? When they bear the 
burthens of unlimited monopoly, will you bring them to bear 
the burthens of unlimited revenue too? The Englifhman in 
America will feel that this flavery— -this legal flavery, will 
be no compenfation, either to his feelings or his underftand* 
ing. 

A noble Lord (Lord Carmarthen), who (poke fome time agOf 
is full of the fire of ingenuous youth ; and when he has mo- . 
delled the ideas of a lively imagination by further experience^ 
he will be an ornament to his country in either Houfe. He 
has faid, that the Americans are our children ; and how can 
, they revolt againft their parent ? He fays^ that if they are not 

free 
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free In their prefent ftate^ England is not free ; becaufe Man- 
chefter, and other confiderable places are not reprefented. So 
then, becaufe fome towns in England are not reprefented^ 
America is to have no reprefentative at all. They are ** our 
children;'* but when children aik for bread, we are not to 
give a ftone. Is it becaufe the natural refiftance of things, and 
the various mutations of time hinders our government, or any 
fcheme of government from being any more than a fort of ap- 
proximation to the right, is it therefore that the Colonies are 
to recede from it infinitely ? When this child of ours wiflies to 
affimilate to its parent, and to refleft with a true filial refem- 
blance the beauteous countenance of Britifh liberty ; are we to 
turn to them the fhameful parts of our Conftitution ? Are wc 
to give them our weaknefs for their ftrength ; our opprobrium 
for their glory ; and the (lough of flavery, which wc are not 
able to work off, to ferve them for their freedom i 

If this be the cafe, alk yourfelves this queftion— will they 
be content in fuch a ftate of flavery ? If not, look to the con- 
fequences. Reflect how you are to govern a people, who 
thmk they ought to be free, and think they are not. Your 
fcheme yields no revenue ; it yields nothing but difcontent, 
diforder, difobedience \ and fuch is the flate of America, that 
after wading up to your eyes in blood, you could only end juft 
where you begun ; that is, to tax where no revenue is to be 
found, to— my voice fails me ; my inclination indeed carries 
me no further — all is confufion beyond it. 

Well, Sir, I have recovered a little, and before I fit down 
I mufl fay fomething to another point with which gentlemen 
urge us. What is to become of the Declaratory Acl afferting 
the entirenefs of Britifh legiflative authority, if we abandon 
the praftice of taxation ? 

For my part, I look upon the rights ftated in that Aft, ex- 
a£Uy in the manner in which I viewed them on its very firfl 
propofitipn, and which I have often taken the liberty, with 
great humility, to lay before you. I look, I fay, on the impe- 
rial rights of Great Britain, and the privileges which the Co- 
lonifls ought to enjoy under thefe rights, to be juft the moft 
reconcilcable things in the world. The Parliament of Great 
Britain fits at the head of her extenfive empire in two capaci- 
ties : one as the local Legiflature of this ifland, providing for 
all things at home, immediately, and by no other infli*ument 
than the executive power. The other, and I think her nobler 
capacity, is what I call her imperial charaAer ; in which, as 
from the throne of heaveh, fhe fuperintends all the feveral 
inferior Legiflatures, tod guides and controls them all without 
annihilating any. As all thefe provincial Legiflatures are only 
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bracing a fyflem that tends to the deilniAion of feme of the 
very beft and faireft of his works. But I know the map o£ 
England, as well as the noble Lord (Lord North), or as any 
other perfon ; and I know that the way I take is not the road 
to preferment. My excellent and honorable friend under me 
on the floor (Mr. DowdefwcU), has trod that road with great 
toil for upwards of twenty years together. He' is not yet ar- 
rived at the noble Lord's deftination. However, the tracks of 
my worthy friend are thofe I have ever wifhed to follow ; bc- 
caufe I know they lead to honor. Long may we tread the 
fame road together ; whoever may accompany us, or whoever 
may laugh at us on our journey ! I honeftly and folemnly d^ 
dare, I have in all feafons adhered to the fyftem of 1766, for 
no other reafon, than that I think it laid deep in your trueft 
interefts — and that, by limiting the exercife, it fixes on the 
firmeft foimdations, a real, confiftent, well-grounded autho- 
rity in Parliament. Until you come back to mat fyftem, there 
will be no peace for England. 
Mr. Wed- Mr. WEDDERBURNE— I am not willing to trouble the 
^crbume. JJoufe long upon this occaiion, as it is impomble to fay any 
thing that has not been touched on before i but I cannot agree 
to the charafters the Honorable Gentleman has given ; I differ 
much from him in the charafter of that great man (Mr. Gren- 
ville) of whom I fhall always fpcak with veneration ; but I can- 
not help. Sir, but think, that if you repeal this Aft, the Ame- 
ricans will confider your weakncfs in the higheft degree, and 
receive it in the fame manner as if you had done it through 
fear. The difpofition to deny your authority in America, was 
long before the pafling or repealing the Stamp A6L The 
Aflembly addrefs the Council, how an Aft of the Legiflature 
came to be enrolled in their ftatute book, not afliented to by 
them. Was this not a flagrant inftance of their rebellious dill- 
pofltion? They confider all the Afts that reftrain trade as 
illegal, and they want to treat with you upon an independent 
footing ; but if you give up this tax, it is not here that you 
muft flop, you will be required to give up much more, nay, to 
give up all. Much has been faid about requifltion j but I wifh 
gentlemen would confider how, and in what manner the Mi- 
niftcrs of this country, treating with the Aflemblies of Ame- 
rica, are to raife the money without the aid of their Legifla- 
ture. 

[Mr. Burke rofe to explain, that he did not mean to caft the 
leafl flur upon the charafter of Mr. Grenville ; and concluded 
^ with faying, he would not raile the bodies of the dead, to fuck 
put the virtues of the living.] 

Mr. 
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•Mr. C. FOX — Let us confider, Sir, what is the ftate Amc-Mr. Charlet 
Tica appears in to this country ; they will appear as ufeful fub- ***** 
jcfls, if you ufe them with that temper and lenity which you 
ought to do. When the Stamp Aft was repealed, murmurs 
ceafed, and quiet fucceeded. Taxes have produced a contrary 
behaviour; they have been fucceeded by riots and difhirb- 
ances. Here is an abfolute dereliftion of the authority of this 
country. It has been faid, that America is not reprefented 
here, but virtually the Americans are fall as virtually taxed, 
as virtually reprefented. A tax can only be laid for three 
purpcfes ; the firft for a commercial regulation, the fecond for 
a revenue, and the third for aflerting your right. As to the 
two firft, it has clearly been denied it is for either; as to the 
latter, it is only done with a view to irritate and declare war 
there, which, if you perfift in, I am clear of opinion you will 
effeft, or force into open rebellion. 

LORD BE AUCH AMP— Sir, I (hould not intrude at this Lord Bew!- 
fate hour of the night, did I not wifli to exprefs my thoughts, <^^«P- 
that the Americans are not contending for the mode of taxa- 
tion, but the right. Some years ago, when this Aft was pailed^ 
combinations took place, in order to oppofe that authority 
which you wifh to exert. Meafures are now adopted to induce 
them to confent to this Aft, not by force, but by means which 
I hope will bring them to a fenfe of their duty. Had this re- 
peal been propofcd fome feffions ago, I fhould moft p/obably 
have adopted it ; but the prefent difturbances in America to- 
tally prevent my giving my confent to it. I think it imprac- 
ticable to repeal it, becaufe we give up our right ; and I am not 
right to fay, that no future moment I would not tax America. 
There may be times when the neceffity of fupplying the exi- 
gencies of this country may demand that aid; and therefore I 
"Would exert our authority now by a prafticable claim of rights 
which I hope will not hereafter be difputed. 

GENERAL BURGOYNE— Sir, I look upon America toCcn. Bur- 
be our child, which I think we have already fpoiled by too*^**^"** 
much indulgence. We are defired to conciliate meafures with 
the Americans ; I look upon this meafure to have a total differ- 
ent effeft ; I think it a mifufe of time to go into a Committee, 
and that even the enquiry, the news of which will foon reach 
America, will tend to nothing but to raife heats, and not ap- 
peafe, but irritate and difturb the more. It is faid, if you re- 
move this duty, you vnH remove all grievances in America ; 
hut I am apprehcnfive that it is the right of taxation they coo^ 
tend about, and not the tax ; it is the independent ftate of 
that country upon the Legiflature of this, which is contended 
for ; but, Sir, I am ready to rcfift that propofition, and to 
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contend^ at any future time, againft fucfa independence. I 
will not enter into the chara£ter^ of people, nor will I call^thc 
great perfon who planned thefe meafures a cherubim, fera^ 
phim, or arch-angel *, but, as a pian, I believe he has a good 
head and an honeft heart. [The Houfe here. Teemed very 
noify, and did not atllend, being tired with. the debate, think<«> 
ing that the General belonged rather to the heavy than the 
light horfe.] He fat down, concluding, that he wifhed to fee 
America convinced by perfuailon rather than the fword. 
Mr. T. Mr. T. TOWNSHEND— Sir, I wifh much to go into z 

Townihend Committee upon this occafion, becaufe the te^duty, as an ob-i 
jcft of revenue, is unworthy your cqnfideration ; but it is an 
objeft which, when once removed from the Americans, will 
give eafe and fatisfaAion to their minds ; and it is preferved by 
you merely to keep up a continual conteft. I Will not go back 
to the ground of arguments which has been fo often trod, and 
which I wifh had not been brought forth as the ground of 
former proceedings, mixing them with the prefent. I fhall 
look upon this Committee (if granted) as the prelude to that 
peace and quietnefs which you want to reflore to America, and 
ihall therefore give my hearty affirmative. 
Lord LORD CLARE — ^Every man who has fpoke on this occa- 

Clare. Goti, prudently has. avoided going into any thing that gave 
rife to the original taxation. I am forry to find that there is 
even a negative voice againfl continuing this tax ; but as I ^d 
there is difTention upon the occafion, it will give room to the 
Americans to fay that the queftion was much debated, and far 
from being unanimous; they will upoxi that account, hold re- 
fiflance to the meafure to be a good ground for fome time or 
other producing a repeal. I could have wifhed to have feen 
the Houfe nearly unanimous againfl the motion, as I am afraid 
our differences here will countenance refiftance there. What, 
Sir, would they have us furrcnder the right of Great Britain i 
It is impoffible, in the nature of things, that he can carry this 
queflion 5 and inflead of my Honorable Friend (Mr. Fuller) 
wifhing to reflore peace and quietude, he will find he is whet- 
ting his fword that it may cut with a keener edge. 
Mr. Buller. Mr* BULLER^ — Sir, I would treat the Americans as fiib- 
jefte to Great Britain, and think them liable to be taxed as 
well as any others. I am afraid that the effeft of all thefe dif^ 
turbances has been owing to a change of. meafures in this 
country. I think a repeal of this Adl will have a bad effeft, 
and you will not know where it will end. 
Mr. F. Mr. FREDERICK MONTAGU— Sir, I feel a flrong incli- 

Monu^ xiation to trouble the Houfe on this occafion. There mufl be 
one fupreme right of taxing, I allow, but I think it inexpedi- 
ent 
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pit at prcfeilt to exercife it, and the only proper vfzj of taxa- 
tion of America through the medium of comme^e, and not by 
hard money. If this motion is rejected, I do not think it win 
carry the appearance as if we meant to be pacific* 

COLONEL' BARRE— I have fpoken, Sir, fuUy on this Col. Btrre. 
^Xffair, ih what I have faid at different times before, apd it is 
impoffible to tread the fame gromid, and to make it pleafant 
to the hearers. It has been {aid that millions have been coU 
lefted from, America for the ufe of this country ; but it ought 
to be confldered, that the ftroke of war has been given in dif- 
ferent parts of his Majefty^s dominions, fometimes neceflary in 
one, fometimes in another, and wherever an injury has been 
ftnlck, there Great Britain refents it* This tax has been faid 
to be not a fruitful one ; I think it a very fruitful one, for it 
has produced riots and difturbances ; it has been refifled, it has 
done its duty, let us difmifs it. I have been much quoted for 
requlfitions j if you will ijiakc them with fome addrefs, they 
will comply. I have been alfo quoted for the olive-branch ; I 
fay, you have let flip feveral millions in the Eafl, and now look 
for a revenue from a pepper-corn in the Wefl. This you will 
have to lay to your charge, that you will wet your fword in the 
bowels of your own fubjefts, and have malTacrcd many of your 
fellow-creatures, who do not know under what conflitutlon of 
government they live, by enforcing this tax. You will at lafl 
rcfort to that romantick idea of requifltion. The Houfe was 
very noify, and not giving much attention to him, prevented 
him from going on, or {peaking as he had ufually done, and 
confufed him fo much, that in the little argument he had, he 
took not, as a military officer, the advantaged ground. 

LORD NORTH faid, he was a{hamed to take up the time LordNorthi 
of the Houfe at that late hour of the night, and more fo, as 
what he had to fay chiefly related to himfelf. He gave an ac* 
count of the letter which Mr. Burke had read from Lord Hills- 
borough to the Americans, and ftated the matter of its coni* 
tents in a far more fen{ible light than had before appeared* 
His Lordlhip faid, this letter of conceffion was fo far from 
quieting the minds of the Americans, that they were guilty of 
:dl riots and diflurbances ; that the non-importation agreement 
was as impudent and futile a meafure as ever exifted ; and faid, 
he was glad he did not, at that time, propofe the repeal of this 
tax, when all the refolutions of the town meetings denied the 
authority of this country. Nothing but wifdom on our fide, 
and prudence on theirs, can bring them to a better temper* 
The tea tax is not an inconfiderable revenue. Convince your 
Colonies that you are able and not afraid to controul them, and, 
4epend upon it, obedience in them will be the refult of your 
Vol. VIL A a deU* 
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deliberation ; and let us conduft ourfclves with firmnefs and 
refolution throughout the whole of thcfe meafures, and there 
is no doubt but peace and quietude will foon be reffored. 
Mr. Mr. DOWDESWELL— I wifh the noble Lord would con- 

D^def. fider what will be the refult of thefe meafures. I apprehend 
the confequences will be dangerous. We are now in great 
difficulties ; let us refolve to do juftice before it is too late. 

The queftion for tl\e repeal of the tea duty was then put, 
and the Houfe divided. Ayes 49; Noes 182. 

April 20. The order of the day was read for the Houfe to 
go into a Committee to enquire into the flate of the linert ma- 
hufafture of Great Britain and Ireland. Mr. Glover was then 
called to the Bar, 'who informed the Committee, that he had 
another witnefs to examine, a Mr. Rufh ; liis evidence chiefly 
confifled in a geographical defcription of Germany, of the 
different parts of it from which we had our foreign linens, of 
the nature of our export trade thither, our communication 
with them from the out-ports by the feveral great navigable 
rivers in that country, and the feveral commodities of native 
produce and import exported to that country. As foon as his 
teflimony was finiflied, Mr. Glover entered into a recapitula* 
tion of the whole evidence on the part of tlie Hamburgh mer- 
chants, and accompanied it with fuch obfervations as fuggefled 
thcmfelves to him on this occafion. His fpeech lafled three 
hours, and was as follows : 

When I firfl had the honor of admiffion at this Bar, I pre- 
faced the examination under my particular care with an afler- 
tion, that no queflion of higher national import could come 
before you ; that the very bafis of this kingdom's flability and 
power was concerned in your invefligation, and the future de- 
cifion of Parliament upon your report. It ref!s upon me to 
make the afTertioh good. With all due attention to the evi- 
dence I have examined, I fhall take my principal fland upon 
the report of lafl year, made publick by the authority of this 
» Houfe. I fhall not to my knowledge quote any controvertible 
faft ; deductions and conclufions rank under another predica- 
ment. The report fets forth a decline in the Britifh and Irifh 
manufaAure of linen, and the numerous emigrations of your 
people ; fafts which I admit: but that they are imputable to 
an mcreafed import of foreign linens, or to any other abufe in 
tfaofe imports, is a conclufion I totally difpute. Having there- 
fore admitted the evil, and rejected the caufe aligned, I feel 
it incumbent upon me to fearch for the real one, upon whofe 
difcovery the main of this queflion in the firfl inflance abfo- 
lutely depends. Briefly, Siri the method I (hall purfue is to 
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fliew, what has been the genuine caufe of the evij, what has 
not, and what is not the remedy. I will then dirdofe the 
nature, depth, and extent of the malady, not Iiitherto fully 
reprefented to you ; the quarter where it ftill continues con- 
fiiming the vital there, and threatening more mifchief to thQ, 
whole i and I will conclude with fuggelling, under your per* 
miflion, the only radical cure. 

The caufe^ Sir, unparalleled fince the firft intcrcourfe be- 
tween nation and nation, of a calamity fo feverely felt by three 
kingdoms, and the quarter whence it took its rife, ^nd made 
its progrefs over all, will require a narrative, founded on that 
material part of Mr. Payne's evidence relative to the general 
ftagnatiop of credit ; a narrative neceflary for your informa- 
tion, conclfe I could wifh, accurate I truft, undeniably truq I 
know -y and fuch, that if the manner could equal the matter^ 
would lift your attention to aftonifliment. In all commercial 
nations, whenever moderation and frugality have yielded to 
extravagance and ambition, wants have been created, which 
common profits could not fupply ; thofe wants have been the 
parents of projefts, and a ra(h afpiring fpirit of cnterprife has 
overborne the fober temper of regular trade. This reftlefs and 
intemperate fpirit has been predominant among one people, 
diflinguifhed by a feries and variety of recent projefts, con- 
certed without knowledge, without forccaft, without fyftem, 
executed by rafl\nefs, terminating in ruin, almoft total to 
themfelves, and detriment almoft general among their fuffer- 
ing neighbours. It is from this quarter we have feen ftupen- 
dous undertakings in buildings, in the cultivation of remote 
iflands, in manufaftures, upon no other certainty than an 
enormous and infupportable expence. It is from this quarter 
we have feen projefts of avarice, of rapacity, produftive of 
mifery and depopulation under the miftaken name of improve- 
ments. It is from this quarter, that the great markets of trade , 
have been glutted by wild commercial adventures under the 
delufidn of a temporary but falfe capital ; but above all, the 
banking adventure is filled moft with the marvellous. That 
part I fliall not detail merely to avoid an imputation readily 
thrown upon me^ an imputation of amufing the Committer 
with poetick fiction \ but thus much I muft lay, in one period, 
that if a certain celebrated Spanifti author could revive to ex- 
hibit his hero ynder the new character of a banker, h^ might 
fpare his invention every kind of labour, as recent find indubi- 
table fadls in our own ifland could fiimifli incidents, every one 
at leaft upon a par with his windmills; yet, Sir, could that 
moft fagacious perfon travel over, that land of proje£ls, and 
converlc with its inhabitants, he would find amongft them, 
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erudition and fcience, jurifprudence, theology, hiftoiy, ora^- 
ton* — in fhort, Sir, every fenfe, but that common fort, upoa 
which all worldly welfare, "both publick and private depends i 
by a juft application of the elemeiUs of trade, manufaftures, 
mone}', and credit to rational and praftical improvements, a 
fyftem yet to be learned by that fcientiiick, lettered and elo- 
quent nation. Sir, 1 will now elFay to excite your aftonifh- 
ment; thefe numerous undertakings, I think juftly termed 
ftupendoiis, were attempted nearly at once in the fame period^ 
were carried on at an expence of fums incredible, and yet the 
projeiftors had no capital of their o\^-n. They had, I prefume^ 
a fecond fight of immenfc acquifitions, and one would think 
purfued their plan by fonie fupernatural aid. Sir, what they 
did will not be credible to pofterity ; the univerfe never fur-i 
rfifhed a people that ever made fuch a gigantick attempt at the 
attribute of Omnipotence in creation ; abfolutely they created 
millions of money out of nothing j by a certain alchymy which 
they pofleffed, they extracted millions of hard money out of 
the pliant purfe of their neighbours, and at the fame time ruin-i 
ed thcmfclves. This operation, Sir, is called paper circula-i 
tion. 

My Honorable Hearers arc above the want or ufe of fuch 
an operation J to fuppofe them, therefore, unacquainted with 
it, I mean a compliment to them, and an apology for myfelf, 
in giving fome brief explanation of it. 

A knot of projectors at one end of the iiland fend up im- 
meafurable quantities of this enchanted paper to their brethren,^ 
their countrymen, projectors like themfelvcs, fettled at the 
other end. Thefe, Sir, by their magical tip of the pen, called 
acceptance and indorfemcnt, inftantly converted this paper 
into money to any amount by what is called difcount ; the firft 
produce was inftantly abforbed by the projefts in hand, a ki^ 
cond muft be provided equal to the firft, to difchargc the 
firft fet of men when due ; elfe the fpell would be immedi- 
ately broken, A fecond fet was fent up and converted into 
money the fame way, and applied to dilbharge the firft. A 
third the fecond, a fourth the third, and fo on. 

Children in fport can make a circulation upon water by 
the caft of a ftone, and by that repetition can keep it up for 
a while, but the child knows he caanot make it everlafting. 
This was not known to the man of the North, whofe infar 
tuation adopted the chimera of the South Sea year, that credit 
was infinite. For example 5 Sir, one fociety only, in the midft 
of all this defolation which remains to be delcribed,had drained 
a certain capital of fix hundred thoufand pounds in hard mo- 
ney, in exchange for a nominal value in paper j it ^oft them 
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tbout nine per cent, to raUe that fum in order to be Jent out 
dt five *f and there were among their managers, who looked 
upon this, Sir,, a& |>rofit (nobody will difpute what I iay upon 
this head)^ and that the more this paper w^s extended the 
better; a bubble fcarce to be matched in the 1720 of one 
country, and in defpite of all experience then, or fince, referved 
to diftinguifh the other in 1772. In fhort. Sir, Inch was the 
inexplicable coincidence of circumftances, that what with the 
pcrfeverance of one kingdom, in borrowing, and what with 
the torpid facility of the other, in lending, a chain of circula- 
tion was eftablifhed, which comprehended both the capitals^ 
and moft of the intermediate places ; a chain growing in fize 
weekly and daily, enduring for the whole years 1 770 and I77i> 
down to June 1772, when one link gave way— the charm was 
inftantly diflblved, leaving behind it confternation in the place 
of confidence^ and imaginary afiluence changed to real want 
and diftrcfs ; a torrent of ruin from the North forced a pali 
fage into your capital, into the moft fecret depofitories of trea«» ' 
fure ; a run was felt by your bankers, fucceffive falls of houfes 
in trade, eminent at leaft for the wildnefs and immenfity of 
their tranfaftions, became the daily, the hourly news ; an unl- 
verfal difiidence enfued j credit feemed withering in the root i 
a general ftagnation prevailed in every branch of trade and 
manufadhire ; the commercial genius of your ifland languiflied 
in every part» For a fingle manufa^ure in that part, whence 
the evil took its rife, to have efcaped, would have been a won- 
der bordering upon prodigy ; none to have fhared the com^ 
mon lot of all from a grievous and popular diftemper, arifing 
from that quarter the moft reftlefs of all, when its unfatisfied 
and intemjperate ambition gave wing to that black fwarm o? 
projecb, which at once overfpread tbreq kingdoms, like one 
of tfie ten plagues. Sir, I have pointed out a faft of publick 
notoriety ; the quarter whence the evil came ; but as a further 
coni^mation, among the millions ftagnated, or loft, in confe- 

3uence of failures in that fatal period, four-fifths in value are 
ireftly chargeable upon the natives of that quarter \ and of 
the remaining fifth, the greateft part fell among thofe unfor- 
tunate men of this kingdom, who had connecUons with the 
Other, 

Sir, there is no exaggeration in this defcription. I fiiould 
have reafon to boaft of my own powers, could I give a perfeft 
pifture of the diftrefs of that time ; might I refer to the tefti- 
mony of one, who, by his fituation that year, muft have been 
better informed than any other pcrfon, he beft knew the ter- 
ror which opprefied all men, when he produced the palladium 
of publick credit, depofitcd by the ftate, in the cuftody of 

that 
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that mod illuftrious corporation, the Bank of England ; he 
there diftinguifhed himfelf. I hope no man ever will have oc^ 
cafion to do more. It was he, he and his brethren, thougli. 
they could not prevent the mifchief already done, ufed their 
utmoft endeavours, looking flill to that country whence the 
evil took its rife. I was myfelf a fubaltern upon the occafion^ 
ufing my feeble endeavonrs to refcue that country from its own 
fuicide hand. Sir, he confefledly, at that time, faved the prin-? 
cipal commercial town of that country ; that eye of Scotland, 
by ftraining at a view too extenfive, had been ei(tingiii£hed 
without the affiftance of that witnefs, who, when firft intro- 
duced at yoiir bar, appeared fo hurt, as a gentleman and as a 
merchant, at certain infinuations thrown out upon the whole 
trade. Sir, neither Mr, Payne, npr myfelf, the fecond often- 
iible perfon upon this occafion, could look upon ourfelves but 
as above any fuch imputation ; but it is not in our power to 
ihnt the mouth of national prejudice 5 there may be thouiands, 
whom we cannot controul, who may charge thcfe, and many 
more afperfions thrown out during this proceeding, with the 
imputation of containing in them an illiberal and ferocious 
tinfture, verging on barbarifm. I have now undeniably afcer- 
tained the genuine caufc of the cal^imity, which is known to be 
general, and the quarter whence it folcly took its rife. 

Next, Sir, there is another calamity, which is, I cannot 
help faying, undauntedly afcribed to the increafcd import of 
foreign linen, the emigration from one kingdom at leaft, con- 
fifting of hufbandmen and peafants, men altogether uncon- 
neftcd with manufaftures. Sir, I hope I have not tired you 
with narrative, I am very unfortunate if I do j for above half 
my difcourfe will be hiftorical. I muft give you a fhort nar- 
rative now by way of interrogation^ I a£k. Whether not more 
than twenty hufbandmen of fome propertv in one of the weft- 
cm iflands, in the northermoft part of this country, did not 
make the firft emigration to avoid an increafe of renjts, irfiich 
appeared to them exorbitant, and drew after them many hun* 
dreds of inferior perfons, never to return more ? Did not fome 
hundreds, in another of die weftern iflands, fly from the op- 
preflion of fadlors and doers, that is, agents and ftewards^ of 
a much injured and noble proprietor, himfelf excelling in me- 
rit and accomplifhments ? Did not fome hundreds in Suther-i 
land fly from a new oppreflion under an Hebrew tribe, called 
tackmen, leflees, as is the cafe in Ireland, who find a profit in 
grinditig the hard labouring man ? I^cy, Sir, had the auda- 
city to revive perfonal fcrvicc, in imitation of the Corvees in 
France, where days work are exa^^ed from the vafl[al to the 
Lord. Sir, I had all this in the countr\' itfelf. I will aflc them, 
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Whether a fanner, by the name of James Hogg} of BorIum> 
ii^Thurfoe, in Caithnefs, did not laft November embarfc 
with two hundred more, and winter in the Orkneys, remain* 
ing there for a frefli fhip from Leith to profecute their voyage 
to Ndrth Carolina, never to revifit their old habitations, though 
feparated from them at no greater diftance than Pentland 
Firth." After this, a phrenfy of emigration became epidemical 
in Invemefs and Murrayfliire i many embarked for America, 
who had no caufe of complaint againft their fuperiors. As 
I was told, they went upon a principle of pride to North Ame- 
rica, expc6Kng to become lairds themfelves in that fuppofed 
paradife. I almoft repeat the words I heard at Edinburgh, and 
leveral other places. Sir, the fame phrenfy penetrated to 
kofsfhire, upon a vafl: tradl of land poflefled by a gentleman, 
illullrious for his gallant and meritorious fervices in the mili- 
tary line, not lefs meritorious now in his retirement, devoted 
to civilize and cultivate his country j his difcretion, equal to 
iijs humanity, by condefcending to reafon with his inferiors 
in their own mode, reconciled them to the comfortable fitua- 
tion of tenants under him ; but if his example is not followed, 
emigration will take place, and augment year after year ; and, 
I hope, without offence, I may recommend the fame example 
to Ireland. Sir, I will likewilc recommend my Honorable 
Hearers to an Highland difcourfe upon this fubjeft, tranfinit- 
ted to me from Scotland, which more forcibly and more pa- 
thetically afcribes this emigration to the fame caufes I do, fu- 
peradding one of his own infinitely beyond my reach, that this 
ipirit is infufed by divine vengeance, to chaftife avarice and 
cruelty. And thus. Sir, I have endeavoured to fhew what 
has been the caufe of this evil. 

But now, Sir, the authors of all thefe evils, with no other 
fenfation than of their local diftrefs, concealing, that their 
wounds were given by their own fuicide hands, without com- 
punftion for the mifery brought on two fifter kingdoms by {o 
many unwarrantable and pernicious projefts, have taken the 
field a fecond time upon a new adventure, which I will prove 
hurtful to themfelves and the publick : but let them not think, 
that their march has been in difguife, by placing an Englifh 
manufafture in their van. Sir, I honor the individual indus- 
try of that manufafture, as mudh as in the greateft ; but I am 
fatisfied no Englilh gentleman can be difpleafed, when I tell 
him, that the utmoft annual value of that manufaAure, to 
die higheft amount of their own ftating in thp printed report, 
is not a five hundredth part of the woollen 5 nor can they 
conceal under the name of another kingdom, quiet and con- 
tented in itfelf from the encouragement already received, no 
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ways ^ddiAcd to projefts, knowing, experiencedj and regular 
in their trade. I fay, that under that name, they muft not 
think to conceal that impetuofity, which has brought them 
forward again, and has fixed them upon a ground of allegation 
and calculation diametrically repugnant to the truth of figures* 
I believe I muft now trouble yon with a little calculation. 

Mr. Payne, Sir, delivered to the Committee moft accurate 
calulations of foreign imports at feveral periods— a paper 
(No. 12) in the printed report, will fufiiciently fliew the fiuc» 
tuation of trade. I, when afked as a Hamburgh merchant, 
what the quantity of yards might be at a medium, have always 
anfwered, that for many years they have amounted to twenty- 
five millions of yards a year, not meaning that every year was 
alike : and one, who judges of trade by the higheft year, and 
another by the loweft, would be both equally miftaken, and ever 
remTun in the dark. Accidents, common or uncommon, occa-* 
fioH thefe variations. This paper (No. 12), a paper of their 
own, iSir (I hope I fliall not be guilty of any tiling clandef> 
tine, in making ufe of any thing from their own papers againft 
them), this paper exhibits the imports for twenty years, from 
Chrifhnas 1751 to Chriftmas 1771 ; to form a comparative 
judgment of trade, you (hould always take large periods. In 
the firft ten years the imports amounted to three hundred mil- 
lions of yards, or thirty millions at an annual medium. The 
laft period of ten years amounted to two hundred and fifty 
millions of yards, twenty-five millions at an annual medium. 
Now, Sir, it fcems to me, that this is a decreafe of five mil- 
lions of yards ; and that twenty-five is lefs than thirty by 
five. They call this an increafe ; it is not the firft time they 
and I have diftered about the meaning of words. The quan- 
tity of Iriih linen in the firft period, is a hundred and thirty 
millions of yards ; in the laft period, one hundred and eighty 
millions. This I call an increafe in the laft period of fifty 
millions, or five millions a year. The quantity of Scotch linen 
ftampt for fale in the firft period, is ninety-nine millions of 
yards ; 4n the laft, one hundred and twenty-feven millions. 
An increafe of twenty-eight millions, or 2,800,000!. a year, 
I^ Sir, who have been intimately converfant with a cei^tain new 
race of calculators upon a former occafion, do fufpeft, th^ upon 
the prcfent occafion they have lent fomc of their flcill to the 
Irifli J nor am I in the leaft furprifed at my differing with 
them in the meaning of decreafe and increafe : we never could 
agree upon the fenfe of the words profit and lofs : for, Sir, no 
warning, no advice, no argument could perfuade thefe calcu- 
lators, that lending out at five per ce^tt. money which ftood 
them in nine, was an operation dire£Uy the reverfe of profit ^ 
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fior tai they were wiiolly undone did they difcovcr, and thea 
by the perception of feeling only, that five was Jefs than nine. 

Gentlemen will obferve, that this calculation in their paper 
goes no farther than Chriftmas 1771. The two fubfequciit 
years, 1772 and 1773, will aftbrd fome peculiar obfervations, 
which I hope may throw fome commercbl lights into the Com- 
mittee; lights, I hope, intelligible without commercial prac- 
tice. Will Gentlemen pleafc to look over the paper (No. 12) 
they will find in the years 1770 and 1771, theincrcafe of linen 
imported was very confiderable ; fo they will find the cafe of 
linen and all other articles, either home-made or imported, 
that could fiipply the North American markets. The expcft- 
ation of an immenfe export to that country, upon their can- 
celling their non-importation central, natulrally produced thig 
increafe of ftock in all kinds of goods, foreign or home-made, 
for that market. Unfortunately, Sir, at this very crifis, the 
pernicious paper circulation ¥ras in fiill aAion, and by the crea- 
tion of falie capitals, encouraged {o many adventurers to en- / 
gage in this export, that the American markets became over- 
ftocked ; and what was in itfelf an advantage became a difaftcr. 
Thus, Sir, I do not allow, that evch the over-flocking the 
American markets was a caufe, even in concurrence, of the 
calamities 1 began with defcribing ; it was itfelf an efFeft of the 
original, primary caufe, the paper circulation : but the difafler 
was not known in time to prevent more mifchief in 1772 ; for. 
Sir, the Irifh, in that fatal year, fiirnifhed a very full quantity, 
twenty millions and a half of yards, the Scotch above thirteen 
millioni, a trifle lefs than in 1 77 1 ; the foreign merchants 
twenty-fcven millions, about a million lefs than the year be- 
fore ; a quantity, upon the whole, too large for any ufual de- 
mand. In this ftate intelligence was received, that goods fold 
to lofs in North America. Upon this, Sir, the grand northern 
apparatus of the philofopher^s fione was overfct ; and all that 
flbagnation, all thefc evils enfued : the merchant and manufac- 
turer were found loaded with goods, which they could not fell. 
lliis. Sir, is a natural effeft of the original caufe. Then, Sir, 
a monitor more powerful than King, Lords, and Commons, 
-or all the powers upon earth, the irrefiflible monitor, necef^ 
fity, took place of prudence. What was the confequencc in 
1773 ? The Irifh in 1773 reduced their quantity only about 
.two millions of yards, one-tenth part : the Scotch, pro hac vicf, 
wifer than the Irifh, reduced theirs from thirteen millions to 
ten millions feven hundred thoufand yards. The merchant, 
rather more enlightened, and endued with more forecafl tha9 
the manufacturer, reduced his from twenty-feven millioPo* to 
fcventeen and a half, the lowefl import that ever was k«o\vn : 
Vol. VII. 15 b and 
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and in that very year, the authors of all the mifchief accufed 
the merchants of having brought over fuch a quantity of linen 
as occafioned all their diftrefs. This is the ilate of the cafe. 
Thus, Sir, I have (hewn what was the real caufe of the evil in 
the firft inftance, and in this laft what was not, if there is any 
truth in figures. Here I muft obferve, low as the import of 
foreign linen was in the year 1 773, when it was accufed of an in« 
creiafe, it will dill be lower this year. I do not fpeak merely 
from the opinion either of Mr. Milloway or my own, or the 
Hamburgh merchants put together ; I have really enquired, 
and find by the fhip brokers, that the Hamburgh merchants 
this fpring have brought on&-third lefs than they brought at 
this time laft year ; a fortunate event to one kingdom, an in* 
inocent partaker of the mifchiefs refulting from the projcfts 
of the other ; fortunate too for that laft, if at length, warned by 
their own felf-created fufferings, they will learn to controid 
that inordinate and intemperate ambition, which, defpifing ad« 
vantages flow but fure, and forcing births premature, hath 
produced fo many ruinous abortions. They are moft of them 
fcholars j they will find that fentiment better expreffed in the 
original, the wifeft of Roman hiftorians, under the head of 
Brutidius Niger, in thefe words defcribing men, ^//, fpntis<^ 
qua tarda cum fecuritaUj prematura vel cum exitio properant *. I 
Xtrould likewife recommend the whole paflage to their feriout 
attention, as a preparation for their only remedy, iar different 
from any they have yet fuggefted for themfelves. This brings 
me to that part, where I am to confider, what are not the rc^ 
medies. And here. Sir, I take the moft open- ground of aa 
advocate, the friendlieft of advocates of our home manufa£hnre 
t)f linen, in particular the Scotch ; as a partiality is due to a 
country the deepeft in diftrefs: but, Sir, fevere fincerityisa 
^art of friendihip ; nay force, to hold back the hand of error 
from diftempered lips, eager to fwallow poifon for a medicine. 
I think, Sir, now, whatever may have been the projefts at firft 
•intended, or now meditated, or even wifhed for on this fub- 
jefi: -, I fay, after having ftudied it for forty years, and court-^ 
•ing fuch an occafion as this, I am determined, if yon will con- 
defccnd to hear me, that the whole and every part of this im« 
^ortant queftion (liall be fifted to the bottom once for all. 
Sir, the firft idea, but I call it projcft — ^I will prove all to be 
yrojeft-— the firft projeft is an impofition (we talk from pub- 
lick notoriety,not from matter of fuppofition)of lo/fr^^/.upon 
all foreign linen imported. I aver, that upon the ten fpecie^ 
of narrow German linen, the duty for many years paft is about 

♦ Tacit. Ann. 3, C. 66« 
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87 per cent* upon the prime coft, computed to the time tho 
goods are put on board the fhips for London ; but minute 
calculators may add forty fhillings more for the freight and 
ipfurance to London, which will make 27 upon 102. As for 
mj own imports, I folemly declare, upon the niceft calculation 
for years back, I pay more than 30 per cent. I pay 30 pe9 
cent, but there is a reafon ; I deal more in the lower fort. I 
ftated about 27 as the medium price upon all German linen 
imported. I have proved by that moft candid and weighty 
witnefs Mr. Pearfon, that under the old duties, foreign linen^ 
and fome of the bulkief^^ are run into feveral parts of £qg« 
land. When I mention my own imports paying 30 per cent. 
thefe new calculators tell me I pay but 15, according to their 
mode of computing duties in their country. If they were to telj 
me they did not pay a {hilling, I would not difpute their vera* 
city. I beg they would not difpute mine. I did allude to an 
afperfion thrown out (I, it is true, have proved a dandeftino 
import into England), but as to the afperiions which have been 
thrown out, that even the merchants themfelves are guilty of 
abofes in the entries, I fhall only remind the calculators for 
the prefent of an old Spanifh proverb-«-He whofe houfe is 
made of glafs, fhould not be the firft to throw ftones. I have 
defoibed a certain national prppenfity in one region to pro* 
jeAs ; there is another propenfity, which the very fight, air> 
and finell of the fea ftimulates immediately to aftion. Sir, that 
propenfity is fo flrong and fo prevalent, that the greateft pub*- 
lick undertaking there was abufed to the encouragement of 
that propenfity, under the fpecious title of promoting agriculp 
ture, trade, and manufa£hires. The firft and nobldl in dig^^ 
nity and fortune, diftinguifhed more for their honor and pro* 
Uty than for their rank and titles, were deluded and deceived^. 
And numbers of men have felt to their coft, that that fociety, 
the greateft that ever was formed without a charter, wliidi at 
one time could liTue 8oo,oooL in paper, and draia the dty of 
Xondon of 6oo,oooL in hard money^ was orioinally, who can 
^iifpute it, the device of fmugglers ? and by thor ii^uence in 
the dIreAion, capitals were fumilhed to noted fmuggling fo- 

* And grofsly injured, might be added* .Every n)Bn of commoa feofibility ind 
redi|u4e muft have felt the ftroq^d indignatioa to htve fieen lb much vi^e made 
the property of clandeftine art]£e. A bill of pains and penalties was applied in 
1730. With equal julUce the £u&e rigid meafure is applicable to 177a, ansBrm 
more fatal than the former to the trade and manufadbres of thcfe kingdoms. Let 
i; be obfcrved^ however, that the general ftagnattoh was owing to a numerous train 
' of other defeated projectors, who fhall be namelefs, and was more I apprehend 
than derived from MeiT. Douglas, Heron, and Co. The higheft ackuowledgmcnts 
and veneration are due from die whole community to the iUuftrious and worthy 
part of that unfortunate fociety, who, at lb cxprbitaqt an cx^ence to themfelves^ 
'4id not leave a fingle bill of theia unpaid. 
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cicties to the amount of 28,000!. in one inftance, the moft no- 
torious of all I do not mention this by way of retaliation, buti 
I mention it as argument. This inference may be drawn 
from the practice of both kingoms, that at any time, from any 
quarter, where this propeniity prevails the moft, any propoli- 
tion for an increafe of duty, already heavy, ihould be received 
by the Legiflature with a jealous ear. Here 1 ftep forth agaia 
in behalf of the koneft Scotch manufad^arer. He, Sir, not 
fpeculating beyond liis kom, taking all for encouragement 
which come»from Parliament^ particularly this addition of 10 
per ctnt. upon 27, will double his indullry, will over-ftock 
himfelf, and find himfelf, after allr his labour, fupplanted by 
the fmuggler. I do not deal in allertion : I reft upon a fa£t 
proved at your bar* When the cambricks were put under a 
prohibition^ twa manufedtures were foon eftabliihcd \ one in 
the Souths whicli loft all their capital^ I fancy more; the 
other in the North \ they. Sir, were great fufterers^ becaufc 
the fnuigglers fupplied all the ;i>arkets in England. 

The next projeft is to retain the new duty upon export to 
the Colonies* Two confequenccs may be cleiu-ly forefeen 5 
the poor induftrious Scotchman will exert liimielf again under 
the douUe dehiiion of % fuppofed encouragement, and, at firft> 
the fudden rent of his goods ^ for I know. Sir, that in cafe 
it were poffibk this could pa&, there are adventuiers in that 
comxtry, who wodid immediately have another fecond fight of 
great acquifitioms from the Axncrican markets \ would ihip 
large cargoes of linen, taken up upon credit •, they wouid get 
thither, and find the maricet poflelled by the clandeftine im- 
port of foreign linen. Sir, I repeat again, it is forty years I 
have been ferioufly confidering the merits of this affair, and 
frequently, in conjunftion with my brethren, have oppofed,. 
particularly, the difailowance of drawback upon exportation* 
The whole body of plantation merchants always joined in the 
oppofition, upon a faft, from time immemorial, that foreign 
iinens were run into thofe parts. It is true, S^, that there 
have been well difpofed Colonifts, who ufed confideraUe 
quantities of linen through the channel of the Mother CorniK 
try, though they could have had them 20 per cetit. at leaft 
cheaper direftly firom the foreigner ; and now, Sir, when there 
is fcarcc a wcH-difpofed Colonift left, when they have been 
exerting the moft contumacious and ferocious diibbedience 
on account of one tax, it is fuggefted to impofe another ; as 
if linen coidd not be run into America with the fame facili- 
ty as tea, or as a pipe of wine into Great Britain. By this 
means you are really raifing an encouragement to their fmugf* 
glers from 20 to 30 ptr cmU \ 20 per cent, it cofts abreadf 
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to go through the Mother Country to America; and on 
the head of emigrationi admitting all her weavers, you 
would be virtually giving a bounty to the diligence and ikill of 
thofe new fettlcrs, to rival you there in the linen manufadure 
of this country. In the mean time what becomes of your ad- 
venturer ? His goods will remain unfold ; I mean the ad- 
venturer who fcnt out Scotch linen upon credit ; no return 
will come home ; he will become infolvent, and the poor, in- 
jiuredy deluded manufadhirer, may make frcfh application to ^ 
you, to you for ever molefted with applicatiwiSy to atchieve 
unpoffibilities : as if an A£t of Parliament could regulate the 
conduA of a projedlor, in defpite of hb fblly, or allot to every 
acre of land a fpecific produce, in defiance of the fcafon. But 
the other ill confcquence of a more formidable nature, my 
honorable hearers may find in the printed report, the gradual 
increafe of the linens exported from the Scotch and Irilh ma- 
nufaAures to North America, under the head of what bounties 
have been received ; add to this the linens which are exported 
without bounty. I will venture to call the whole together at 
above four hundred thoufand pounds a year,, of which the 
better half falls to the (hare of Scotland. I am almoin difpofed 
to quote Tacitus again. Would thefe people leave fuch a value 
at the mercy of American fmugglers ? If they d'j> I believe it 
will be loft ; and then I do not want to be aflured, that nothing 
more is wanting to complete the mifery and defolation of their 
country ; and thus by the impofition of new duties at home, 
and the retention of them, upon exportation. Parliament will 
run the riik of ftrangling the manufa£hire, the fmuggler of 
America holding one end of the cord, and the fmuggler of 
Great Britain the other. 

I am now come to that part of the fubjeil, which> with 
fubmiflion, I believe you will deem of moft confequcnce. I 
addrefs you in \your mixed capacity of fenators and ftatefmen. 
I name the revolution! an sera, which all muft hear with re- 
verence ; an cera, which not only eftablifhed your civil and 
religious rights at home, but provided for them an im- 
pregnable bulwark againft foreign attacks, by eftabliihing 
your fyftem of foreign trade. Throw back your rcfleftion 
upon the glorious annab of your country, from your 
deliverer's firft war with France down to the laft. What 
fortimate B>eans have enabled this ifland to endure a drain 
of more than one hundred millions during a period of about 
.feventy years ? The fupreme guardian of all, among the multi- 
tude of his blefCngs on this ifland, has rendered its foil un- 
fruitful in precious metals \ he hath given you materials to 
cxercifc the faculties Lnparted to yoar people, endurance of 
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labour, induftry, and fkilL Parliament, as far as httmanper'- 
IWtion can extend, have adopted and purfued this great and 
original plan. By their prudent interpofition, new materials^ 
have been borrowed from foreigners, diverfity of new produqe, 
raifed in diftant fettlements, for the ftrrthcr exertion of your 
national aftivity, invention and toil; which applied by the' 
merchant, have formed that vaft an4 multifarious ms^ine^ 
that fublime fyftem of foreign trade, whence your arts and in- 
duftry have derived fuch an influx of wteilth as hath fupborted 
a fucceffion of expenfive wars, unmatched in hiftory, and leaves 
you dill in rank among the firft nations. Would the^ finger 
of policy touch the finalleft part of fuch a fyftem but with a 
trembling delicacy ? Yet nmv the boifterous hand of proje£t is 
ftretched forth to fhatter the whole frame. 

Sir, I muft now trouble you with a little more calculation. 
Upon this head, I muft begin by removing fome fmall obftruc- 
tions throvm in my way. You have a paper. Sir, I think, in 
the report which ftates the exports to Germany and the ex- 
ports to Ireland j I may add, that the exports to Scotland, the 
export from the city of London to every fea port, market town^ 
tnd village in England, would have made the value a great 
deal higher, and would have furnifhed matter for my new 
calculators to exercife their faculties upon. Are not the Eng* 
liih, Scotch, and Irifti, all fellow-fubje^ under the fame head ; 
and were they altogether unconnefted with the reft of the globe, 
would there not be a great traffic carried on amongft them- 
ielves, and the community not one (hilling richer or poorer ? 
I wifh the other two kingdoms took lefs from England, and 
fpent lefs in it, upon the principles that no great members 
can decay without prejudice to the whole, as England has 
found to her coft. Traffic, therefore, between fubjeft and 
fubjeft cannot be produfkive of any national wealth. Sir, there 
can be no propofition more felf-evident, than that fo far as every 
part of a great community throws produce and manufaftures 
into the foreigner's markets, fo far as he takes from you more 
than you take from him, in that proportion, and by theie 
means only, can you receive wealth. It is by thefe means you 
have increafed to fuch a degree as to render you fecure at home, 
and formidaUe to your enemies. Sir, it is certain, that yoa 
muft fupply your wants from other places, not merely, Sir, for 
your manufadhires : there is a material you want for your pre- 
fervation and your very being, or you would not have a ihip of 
war, or a merchantman. Firft let us change the laws of na- 
ture, and then tell foreign nations you will raife every article 
within yourfelves for your own ufe, and they {hall take every 
article from us for their ufc. 
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Sir, I have fliewn that bf retaining drawbacksi yon hazard 
s \o& of 400}0oo/. a year in linen Vended to America. Sup« 
yofCi Sir, tlut by the impofitioa of new duties at home yon 
Ihoiikl fucceed ; that you fhould at once annihilate the ufe and 
confiimptiiSn of all German and Dutch linens, and, by a miracle^ 
your home manufaAure fhould inftantly fupply Uie confumers 
wants in cheapnefs, quantity, and quality ^ what will be your 
objeA i Tou have a paper upon your table which gives you 
the medium value for ten years of Dutch and German linen 
imported, about 470,000/. I cannot allow all that as gain; I muft 
deduA 1 70,000/. for the foreign yearn which is notorioufly ufed 
in the Britifh fabrick, for which I refer gentlemen to the paper 
which ifaews the great increafe of foreign yarn import^ | 
therefore all the poffible objeft of advantage may be fet at 
300,000/. upon an hypothe& in itfelf imppiRble. Now let us 
confider, on the other hand, what you put in hazard. Mr. 
Payne has given you a ftate of your exports in two periods of 
five years each; in one, from 1762 to 1766, the axmual me- 
diom 18 about 4,000,000/; in the fecond period, from 1767 to 
1771, the annual medium is reduced to 3,000,000/. It i$ 
fHH an immenfe objeA. I mufl now remove another obje£kioii ; 
Imay be told the Cuflom Houfe (late of thefe exports is vegue j; 
granted, Sir ; I will allow 500,000/. for errors ; this leaves a 
remainder -of two millions and an half; flill an immenf^ ob^ 
3ed. But, Sir, I certainly of all men muft grants that thefe 
Coftom Houfe accounts are vague. When I had the honor 
-of a feat within the bar, I was the firft for many years who 
called for thofe accounts. I had many conferences with the 
officers. I know their mode is vague. I know they go upon 
tte fame plan as lince the £rfl inftitution of the infpefbsr'a 
<yffice "by the advice of Dr. Davenant. What is the inference i 
T(9 carry their point, your new calculators, never looking 
a^A both fides of a quefiion, fay, the infpedor has ovexw 
widaed your exports. When I reply, they are under-valued, I 
>do nut mean to fet one aflertion againft tihex)ther. I will fu^ 
port mine, at leafl by probable conjefture. It takes the re- 
duced fbteof the exports at 3,000,000/. Idedudt 1,100,000^ 
the total import from Germany and Holland, there remains a 
balance of 1,900,000/. If there is no more, we are in a do^ 
plorable fbte. Now I beg you will honor me with fome at» 
teiition. I believe. Sir, every one of my honorable hearers will 
allow, if we owe any debts to Holland and Germany, on anf 
^ther account, part of our balance in trade will be applied to 
difclharge that debt. I don^ know whether any gentleman 
remembers, that I did flate it in 1763, when withm the bar* 
Sir, you pay to thofe countries, particularly Holland, to a day, 
about poo^ooo/. for the dividend on their ihare in your funds ; 
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that muft be paid by part of the balance they owe to you on 
trade. Another thing will be allowed to be very obvious too ( 
if we owe a balance of trade to thofe countries which border 
upon Hdland and Germany, where this balance is due to us, 
k will naturally center in Hamburgh, but in Amfterdam chiefly, 
whence by negociation of exchange it will be applied to di& 
charge that balance. I don't pretend to be accurate, Faleat 
quantum valere poteft. We certainly do pay to Sweden, Nor- 
way, Ruflia, and the Eaft country, above a million a year for 
materials, without which you could not fubCft. There are 
other incidents, many things I have not mentioned. I have 
taken up too much of your time already. I have a great deal 
more to fay. Now, Sir, I will give another conjefture. In 
1 771, the export of Britifh produce and manufaAures to-i 
gcthcr to Germany, is fet down at 386,000/. and for the five 
years of that laft period, at a medium, the whole value of Bri- 
tifh produce and manufaAures comes to about half a million a 
year. I have a paper, I believe, more accurate : it is a paper 
authentick, and being right in one article out of four, give» 
credit to the other three. It gives a ftate of the export of 
Saxon linen to England, and of three only of our manufadures 
into that country. They give you the value of their linen at 
T 66,000/. which we will admit to be a very juft valuation. Sir^ 
^hc value of our hardware, furriery, and woollen goods^ is 
340,000/. Gentlemen, remember Mr. Rafch's evidence. If 
Saxony, in three articles only, takes off 340,000/. and under 
this head produce is not to be reckoned, I fubmit whether 
160,000/. a year is not too little for the fupply dire£t of all 
Germany befides. The Cuftom Houfe accounts put them in 
only at half a million. I think it is impoflible but that they 
do under-value the manufactures of this country ; I could iay^ 
our own manufadurers and exporters 'are of the fame opinion \ 
however, I will take no advantage of thcfe conjeftures ; I will 
revert to the reduced ftate of the exports at 3,000,000/.; only 
obferving, that fcizr-fifths of thofe to Holland go from thence 
to Germany. Now, Sir, fhall that be expofed to any degree 
of refentment from foreign Princes ? For what ? For procur* 
ing an opportunity for your manufafhirers to try an experi- 
ment, which may not fucceed perhaps in half a century, and 
-certainly hath hitherto made fo little progrefs in the linens 
confumed by our poor againft the German under the prelent 
duty of 27 per cent. To gain what ? Why no more than 
300,000/. a year. In the mean time all the poor of England, 
the labourer, mechanick, and mannfa^rer, muft be taxed ten 
fer cefiU for all they ufe 5 they cannot bear that tax ) they 
muft be paid more f»r their labour, and the tax muft be di£^ 
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fated all over England. Hence you are eicpofing your own 
xnanufaAures to gain-yearly 300,000/. only ; whilil in the mean 
time you tax the country in this cruel manner. I always make 
a refer ve; the fmuggler is always very ready to give relief ( 
he may relieve. Now, Sir, having confidered the projedls of 
the upper clafs, I will defcend to thofe of the loweft, which I 
muft beg leave to call the fediment of the crucible. I do flat- 
ter myfelf the great apparatus wiU be overfet j there may be 
ibme hopes the rates of Silefia linens may be raifed, being that 
fibrt which certainly exceeds eight pence an ell ; there may be 
fome expedlation that at leaft we may raife the rate upon that, 
notwithftanding the rate now at a medium of all the narrow 
German linen is as much as can be, being rather more than 
prime coft. Upon this head I fhall be very fliort ; you have 
heard Mr. Rafch. I beg leave to recommend every one of my 
Honorable Hearers to look over any common map of Germany, 
and if he can find any one potentate who commands the chan- 
nels of communication in Germany, through which three or 
four millions a year muft go ; if he can find who is mafter of 
the Viftula ; who is mafter of the Oder, by Stetin j who is 
mafter of the Elbe where Hamburgh lies ; and through whofe 
dominions that river runs ; who is mafter of the Wefer by 
Minden, where Bremen ftands ; who is mafter of the Embs 
by Embden, and of the Rhine by Wefel ; you will find that 
yoijr whole export which goes through Germany (the greateft 
part I allow for the conlumption there), but whicli afhially 
reaches Poland, Alface, and Lorraine, &c. (there is likewife a 
very great value goes to France through Germany) I fay, you 
will expofe all this to the mercy of that potentate who com- 
mands the whole, and who would be lefs offended at your lay- 
ing a general impofition upon all linens, than fetting a ftigma 
upon his in particular* It is fo evident in point of pohcy, 
1 will not trouble the Committee with any thing more upon 
that head. However, Sir, there is another very minute pro- 
jeA indeed, and of all others the mtoft inconfiftent with £ng« 
lifh generofity and juftice, the putting the Silefia damafks a^d 
tabling upon the footing of the Holland bleach, which, as has 
been proved to you, will amount to a prohibition. It has been 
proved to you, that thefe linens are made in Saxony, a friendly 
power. The ftate of your trade in his country I have already 
produced : your goods pay but a tranfit of about two per cetit. 
add to this the excife paid by his fubje^ts for thofe confumed 
at home ; they amount together but to a trifle more than half 
of what his linens pay here. What we pay him for thefe articles 
does not exceed 20,000/. a year. Is it pofiible a Britifh Par- 
liament can tre^t a friend fo ? I muft now make ufe of my 
Vol,. VII. C c main 
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main argument. I am fefiotis, when I talk in the manner I 
am going to do. I am a friend of the Scotch manufedhircr* 
I have in my eye again that deluded man, who would go to 
work to mak^ damafts and diapers ; he will find himfelf fup-» 
planted by the fmugglers again* I fay every lady has as good 
a right to cover her table with fmuggled damaflcs, as her huf' 
band has to fet on his fmuggled wine. Will the apulent be 
rcftrained in their luxury ? I have drank fmuggled wine at the 
table of a Firft Commiffioner of the Trealury ; I have told 
him fo ; had not his wife a right to cover it with fmuggled da- 
mafk ? Why, Sir, if every mafter of a family were as rigid 
as Cato the Cenfor> he couVd only anfwer for himfelf v he could 
not reftrain the female part of his family in their dear delight 
of purchafing pennyworths from fmugglers. Sir, the laft re- 
mains of our broken crucible is the dilallo^vance of the draw- 
backs upon foreign linen printed here. 1 believe the evidence 
of Mr. Walker cannot be well forgot* The export is very con- 
fiderable ; his alone 50^000/. a year : the valHc of the labour^ 
induftry, and Ikill, exceeds the value of the material. Wc 
gave no offence to Germany by this 5 flie will thank us for it^ 
being an encouragement from her numerous manufaftures in. 
printed lineUy to expel you from every market in Europe and 
Its Colonies. I fhall clofe this head with a reference once more 
to Mr. Payne's ftate of exports for the two periods, and fhall 
add a difleftfon and corollary of my owm, which fUb me with 
alarming ideas. Sir, of the 5,000,000/. (Gentlem«n> I be- 
lieve, rcmcmbeTj the firft period produced foiu- aiillions a year> 
iind the laft three) of the 5,ooo>ooo/. loft io the laft period^ 
4,000,000/. fall on your manufa6lures. Firft I muft premife ; 
In the Cuftoro Houfe accounts you fee two heads of exports ^ 
6tte under foreign goods and mcrchandife, the other under 
Britifh manufiiftures and produce. The decrcafc on the foreign 
fatt is but 856,000^ the remaining 4,160,000/. confift of Bri- 
tifh mattufaftures and produce*. Sir> the produce cannot 
dmount to more than the odd money; the produce being lead> 
fek, c6a!, tin, and other trifling articles; therefore the re- 
maining dccreafe of 4,000,000/. falls upon yonr manufaAure 
Ut Ac rate of 800,000/. a year. Now, Sir, I have got to com- 
pare with ifbh decreafe a ftate to ihew, whether m the fame 

* To fatuty the carious, the annual mediunu of Brttifh manufadhire and pro- 
duce, tx^rttd to Holland and Germany, are here fubjoined, for four periodi of 
five years eacb» inftead of the two above : 

1751 to 1756 inclufivc, about i,6«2,ooo. 

>757 *7^i i,8oo,oco. 

176* 1766 4,04." ,000. 

»7^7 »77« 1,216,000. 

1 778 and 1 7 73, ^ a medhira, i ,03 1 ,oo9» 

period 
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period the linen manufafture has decreafed in proportion. Sir, 
upon their own paper, and upon tUcir own value. I find, while 
your exports decreafed ,iA that proportion which fell upon 
your manufaftures, principally the woollen, that the linea 
Bianufa<^ure has increafed above 300,000/. a year ; what are 
we to underftand by all thefe complaints ? I defire to know, 
what check have they met with ? Sir, it appears by thofe pa- 
.pcrs, that -they have increafed above 300,000/. a year, while 
your manfaftures decreafed 800,000/. a year. Here, Sir, I 
defire to hear no more of the vague accounts of the Cuftom 
Houfe, but inflead of 4,000,000/. call the firft four parts ; in- 
Aead of 3,000,000/. call the lafl three parts : then I tell thofe 
who did not, upon one occafioa, know that five was lefs than 
nine, and on another, that twenty-five was kfs than thirty, I 
do infift upon it, that three is lefs than four ; in that propor- 
tion have your exports decreafed. No doubt, there are errors 
in the Cufiom Houfe accounts ; but as thofe errors are com- 
mon to all periods, the proportion of increafe and decreafe is 
true. If four be more than three, which is my way of calcu- 
lating, there is a decreafe of one fourth part j of that, four 
fifths fall upon your manufaftures. I will tell another mod: 
extraordinary thing : of that decreafe in your manufaftures 
near three-fourths is in the export to Germany, and but little 
more than one-fourth to Holland, though Holland, for twenty 
years together, had taken confiderably more of your exports 
than CJermany ; but the exports direil to Germany chiefly go 
to that part where the linen fabricks are carried on. I muft 
mention an aera that appears very fingular to me j others may 
call it ominous. The year I look back to is 1767, when I 
had the honor of a feat among you, I did with others oppofe 
a new duty upon German linen, upon the fame principles and 
arguments I ufcd this day; a predominant interefl over-powered 
41S : but it is flrange, that the decline in your wQollen manu- 
fafture jufl coincided with that year in which you laid the new 
duties, particularly upon Sileila lawns. This being the cafe, 
your linens increafed as your woollens decreafed ; and this all 
proved from their own papers. I have, in the beginning of 
my difcourfe. Sir, admitted a decline ; fo i did. What is the 
;nature of that decline, and extent of it, I will explain to you. 
There was no other check, but what came from paper circula- 
tion ; I know of no other. Your exports plainly have beqa 
checked. What is the nature of that check upon tlie linens ? 
They made the full quantity in 1772 ; in 1773, Ireland made 
a tenth part lefs than. they did the year before ; which, Sir^ is 
a flu£hiation that may be- the effeft of any common cafualty in 
^ny great manu£a£hire ; and to fay, becaufe m 1773 they ^^^ 
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two millions two hundred thoufand yards Icfs than in 1772, 
that that has occaiioned an emigration of thirty thoufand peo- 
ple. — Sir, it is an afiront to your underftanding, to come and 
allege fuch an argument as this. Such an accident might have 
happened without any man's being able to ailign any caufe at 
all. Whim, fancy, mode, will make an alteration of a tenth 
part one year with another. Add the Scotch and Irifti toge- 
ther, it is but a feventh or eighth part diminution in both, 
between 1772 and 1773; it is all the check they have met 
with from that paper circulation, which ihook the credit of 
England to its bafis. Why, now. Sir, let us add, that in 
1773 foreign linen was reduced a third; in 1774, I pledge 
myfelf, it will be reduced lower. As thefe people have the 
markets here before them, and their ancient competitor in this 
crippled ftate, with what propriety, with what decorum is any 
favour of any fort due to them, who have been proved to be in- 
crealing when your great ftaple was decreafing, and is ftill, from 
no other caufe but from the dreadful northern projefts , while 
the linens are now in a fituation to be envied by every other 
manufafture, even by that great ftaple itfeif ? Sir, alking a 
favour under thefe circumftances for a manufadhire, is over- 
looking your own great ftaple. Sir, fuch a preference would 
be an infult upon the firft intereft of this country^ the landed 
intereft ; it would be an infult upon the fecond, the com«- 
mercial and manufa£hiring intereft ; it would be an infult upon 
the common fenfe of every rank and order in this country. 
And why ? Sir, is it becaufe your own manufefturers have not 
vexed Parliament with applications ; have not applied to you. 
Sir, as the grand phyfician o£ the State, and treated you as 
an empirick to undertake diftempers incurable, but by time 
and neceffity ? Is it becaufe their complaints have been only 
whifpered and murmured within their own neighbourhood ? 
-Have you not feen the ftreets of the capital filled with men- 
dicant cries of miferable fwarms from the filk manufaAory ? 
Were not thefe people content to render themfelves the ob- 
jefts of private charity ? Did they come to your door ? Wha 
is it that has molefted Parliament, and exhaufted your time ? 
Did other manufadhirers, particularly the poor weavers, under 
• all the horrors of northern paper circulation, which even di^ 
minifhed the traffic and confumptiori among yourfelves ? Did 
they not fubmit in quiet, did they afk your aid ? No, Sir, 
they never wearied and troubled Parliament. Is Parliament, 
are Committees to fit, is the whole Houfe to be taken up under 
aU thefe circumftances, which I do fay, I have proved ? Is it 
for one manufa^hire in a ftate to be envied at this time by your 
WOQllen m;uiufa£hu:es ? As if the firft m^that envied ftate are 
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the only objefts of Parliamentary attention ; and muft yen 
everlook all others, becaufe they have been fUent, bccaufe they 
have been patient, while thofe others, Sir, the authors of aU 
the evils (I fay again) defperate in undertakings, even of credu* 
lity and hope^ defperate alike imder difappointments, whether 
imaginary or real, are now come, not intentionally but even- 
tually, to widen the wound already given to your own great 
ftaple, to empty your populous towns by unravelling, with ob* 
tuie and impolitic violence, a texture woven with fo much at- 
tention by the wifdom of your fathers, and maintained by your 
own 5 that texture, which the guardian power of your ifland 
extends over the whole empire, to diftribute thofe copious fa^ 
culties which conftitute your national fecurity and greatnefs, I 
mean your fyftem of foreign trade i And upon what allega- 
tions, upon what calculations, what arguments and deductions 
I need not repeat. And what time has this unfortunate people 
chofen to raife a flame among all the great interefts of this coun- 
try ? At a time, I tell them, when the falvation of their country 
depends upon the faculties of England, and her liberal and 
immediate application of them to preferve a reftlefs, ambitious, 
and improvident fifter. Sir, this leads me now to the laft head 
of my fubjeft. I have fhewn you not only the caufe of the 
diftemper, but where it lies. Sir, it lies there ftiU ; that fifter 
is as much diftempered as ever, and fhe muft be faved ; for it 
is impoffible that Scotland can fall but London muft totter ; 
and yet. Sir, her diftemper is of fo peculiar a fort, that it is not 
curable by time and neceffity; but it may by Parliament. 
Now, Sir, I will fliew to you what thediforder is. In confe- 
quence of fb many unfuccefsful projeAs (I ftiall not be con- 
tradifted. Sir), ftie has contraCled a capital of debt to England, a. 
recent debt, all within four years, which flie can't pay ; it would 
be injurious and indecent for me to hint at any thing more 
than one fociety, about which I profefled never to keq) a fecret ; 
it now owes 600,000/. Pay-day muft come ; I hint at nothing 
elfe. Payments in the fhape of intereft and annuities have 
created an annual drain upon that country it cannot bear. 
There is another new annual drain created by their own credu- 
lity, which taking their increafed paper currency for an ad- 
dition of folid wealth, increafed their expence of Uvine in pro* 
portion. The imaginary wealth is vaniftied, and the habit of 
expence remains. I do take upon me to fay, I defy all Scotland 
to fay, they underftand their affairs as well as I do ; no. Sir, 
not all Scotland together. I don't fpeak with vanity, I pay 
piyfelf no compliment when I fay fo. Then, Sir, what muft 
be done ? Nothing but an immediate influs^ of money. Eng- 
land 
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bnd, I believe, is awakened from her ftupefaaion, and will no 
longer be fafcinatcd at the fight of Scotch acceptances and m* 
dorfements. Money they have not. Now I come with my 
remedy. You have already pafled one Bill to ratify the agree^i 
ments made with the annuitants of Douglas, Heron and Co.* 

Sir, 

. • Mr. Glover's Speech introductory to the propofals laid before the Annoitinte 
of Mcil. Douglas, Heron, and Co. at tlie King's- Arms Tavern, ComhiUi on the 
^th of FcUruary, 1774. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

YOU arc called togetljcr by virtue of an advertifement, inviting the Amiuitaiiti 
of Melf. Douglas, Heron, and Co. to meet at this place and receive propoSUs for 
the redemption of their Annuities. 
Ladies and Gcnilcmen, 

You ha\'c conferred upon me the honor of prefiding among you in this chaifv 
vrhere I appear before you in a double capacity : firlt, as an Annuitant myfclf ; 
Fecondly, as one dcfirous to contribute my part, however inconfidcrable, to prevent 
any frefh wound to publiclc credit, foclTcntially hurt from June, 1772) ind requir- 
ing a whole twelvemonth after to revive. 

JEvery one muft remember that fatal month of June, when the firfl link of that 
chain of unnatural and forced circulation gave way, the number 'of bankruptcies 
vhich cnfued, and the aimofl total flagnatton of trade and manufa£bire in every 
branch. In the midil of this calamity the unadvifcd and ra{h condu^ of the Air 
bank had out in London bills, to be provided for, amounting to dx hundred thou* 
fand pounds. 

Had their managers known the CKtent of their own circulation, and the fpecific 
periods of its coming due, common forccafl would have made the orceflary provifioD 
jn time, and enabled them to have fuld their annuities with more facility at ten and 
«leven years purchafe, than at fevcn and ci;;ht, and confcquently have produced • 
faving of more than 180,000/. to thjt unlortunate company. But the want of all 
forecall brought upon them immediate prcirtircs, iufurmountable by commoa 
means, and compelled them to the recnurfe of tendering uncommon advantages to 
lenders, that thofe who had money might be tempted to part with it at a notice 
fometimes not exceeding eighi-and-forty hours. 

fiy this defperate meafure they railed at diHercnt periods, in about thr; e moothf y 
460,000/. burdened witii an annual charge of 60,'joc/. ; an increafe of drainbeyond 
the faculties of Scotland to bear. To this 460,000/. they added, from their own 
caih, about 60,000/. more, all they could poflibly muller; and. accordingly di{> 
4:harged 520,000/. value of their bills in London, but leaving ilili a circulation of 
So,ooc/. to be flruggled with. Their daily declining credit could endure thia laft 
conflift no longer than April 1773, when they were faved froni bankruptcy, and 
publick credit from another fatal blow, by the interpolitiun of Mr. Banks of Liflr 
coln'f.Inni and of myfelf under Iiim, wl<o fuppliedthat 8:,ooo/. upon the fccurity 
of landed eftates in Scotland aiTigned to Sir William Henry Afliurft, the Lord Ad- 
vocate of Scotland, the Solicitor-General of England, the Solicitor-Genenl of 
•Scotland, Mr. Banks, Mr. M*Konochie and myfelf, as truftect in behalf of the len* 
ders, but with this exprefs condition prcviouily agreed, tliat Mdl. Douglas, Hcron» 
and partners, fhould be dilTolved as a banking company. By this lall (Upulation 
the publick indeed was ferved, being no longer expo fed to a paper circulation of fo 
pernicious a nature. However, the book and bond creditors, the annuitants, and 
every partner of this unhappy company, were left in a precarious fituatxon from fi 
weight of annual payment, to which their monied faculties were unequaL 

Many of the annuitants have been alarmed at a fug!;eftion that their annaiti«t 
would be made void in law, as ufurious bargains, 'i rue it is, that inftnuations of 
that fort have been thrown out ; but it is as true that they were heard with the 
higheft indignation by all the worthy members of this focicty, and by thofe noble 
perfonagcs in pamculari who have now llept forth and taken upon tncalblvcs tbc 

il»nl| 
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Sir, I make no doubt, you pafled that Bill upon thofe Jwinci- 
ples correfponding with your dignity, which arc publick princi* 
pics ; if that propofal had not taken place, you would hate 
lecn the fame fccne of defolation in 1774 as in 1772, there- 
fore it was from publick principles. The authors of that Bill 
aAed upon thofe principles, to proteft publick credit fromiuch 
another ftunning blow which it received in 1772. All is due 
to the noble perfonages in that affair, whom I not only lore and 
eftecm, but admire ; they, by the fevereft loiTes, purchafed an 
opportunity of fhewing to God and Man, how much the chaftc 
light of honor and probity exceeded the glare of pomp and 
title* But their own, in this afiair, was but a fecondary con- 
iideration. I have taken up too much of your time already^ 
or I could demonftratc from fafts, taken upon my own know- 
ledge, that you would have feen a return of the fame defola- 
tion before the expiration of 1774* This is only a part of a 
l^an to fave Scotland. I believe, we fhall not lend them money 
on their bills and notes, but are willing to lend them money 
upon land, an indubitable fecurity incapable of fallacy. I can*^ 
xxot mifs this opportunity of recommending another Bill, which 
is under the conlideration of the learned gentlemen of both 
kingdoitis. I am fo convinced of the neceflity of it, I cannot 

manly part of winding up this unfortunate bnfincfs, the nnadvifed, the blamcable 
project of others ; and were they convinced that thcfc cohirads were adtually void- 
Jible inlaw, yet confcious of a tranla£lion fo publick, open and fair, the noble 
I^erfbna^s rejeA the very thought of fo mean' a fubterfuge, and pkdge the Afelves 
and their eftates to the ftrict performance of their engagements. Heavy iadeed 
viU bethe]o(s fufbined by tlicfe noble- Dukes ; but probity can deducf good out o^ 
€vil. Without this fevere trial they never could have found fo (Iriking an occafion 
of evincing to mankind, how much the dignity and ludre derived from honor and 
redbtttdc are fuperior to rank, title and fortune. The one begins li£e. witii the 
early acquifition of glor)', refulting from honefty, that foprrme gift of God. The 
other will clofc his term with a laft and grratcft exertion of his long-approved in« 
tcgrity, which hath ever obtained univcrul love and eiteem, and vrill accwopany 
his venerable head to the grave. 

It was jointly with them only, and diredlyonthc finglc principle of fuplporiinr 
publick credit, and relieving fo many diftreffcd and alarmed indindnah, tli«t f 
have lent my bed afii(Unce. Solicited and authorifed by them, I anw appear hi 
tlieir behalf before this refpedable AiTemhly with propofals, v hidi, wiicthcr 
accepted or rejeded by you, will demonftratc the upright intentions of thcfe dc- 
ferving and virtuous Noblemen ; whom, as an independent man, I do not court; 
but to whole taerit, as an honeft man, I mull do comaion. julhce : and have don^ 
tio more. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The fubjed before you is of a publick nature ; I have no fccrcts aboHlit f put t*> 
Vne what queftions you pleafe ; I will anfwer to the bed of my kocwlcdgc aacl 
information. ^ . 

N. B. TTic propofals, which have been fmce fo wcllunderRood.by the publick, 
were unanimoufly aereed to by a very numerous meeting of afiniiitaats', ani the 
two original propofals, which were figncd at the meeting, were lBft,*one *t Mr. 
Glover's in Martin's Lane, Cannon Street, the other at Mr. Maync's in Jcrmya 
Street, for fuch annuitants as pleafcd to fubfcribc. 

omit 
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omit Ais opportunity of recommending what I mean by a ra- 
dical cure. There are objeftions to Scotch mortgages, which 
will deter Englifh lenders. In the firft place, money lent 
upon a Scotch mortgage is not perfonal property, nor devife* 
able by will : John Bull will not lend upon fuch principles ; and 
if you want the principal, it is not recoverable as in England. 
Sir, there muft be a Bill, which is under confideration, to put 
Scotch mortgages upon the footing of Englifh ones. Now, 
Sir, it will be an advantage to the South Britain to lend out his 
money, fo pcrfeftly fecure, upon fo high an intercft. It will 
be in the power of the Nortli Briton to pay that intereft, firom 
the profitable ufe he will make of the money 5 for, by that 
means, in a few years, he may be enabled to pay his debts, 
and to be at eafe, like the other parts of the kingdom : and 
this. Sir, will tend to extraft the very root of all their diC- 
temper, which is pride and ambition, upon this axiom, that 
in all conununities which are moft at their eafe, the fpirit of 
projeft prevails the leaft. I want to put Scotland into that 
ftate of eafe ; they then would find how much more comfort- 
able it is to enjoy advantages flow and fure, from moderate, 
temperate trade, and look back with horror upon thofe 
paroxyfms of mind in that dreadful interval between the 
birth of a projedl, and its laft fatal diiTolution. They have 
room for improvements ; they can make ten, fifteen, twenty 
per Kent, and afford to pay you five ; you, by thefe means, 
make a fifter kingdom happy, and cure her both in mind and 
body. 

Now, Sir, my peroration fliall confifl in a finglc rcquefl 5 
that you. Sir, and the Committee, will be pleafed to accept 
fuch cxpreflions my gratitude may furnifh, of fenfibility for 
fo much indulgence, fo much of your time and patience ; and 
if, Sir, I have performed what I undertook ; if I have afcer- 
tained the genuine caufe of the diforder ; if I have fliewn what 
are not the remedies, what is the nature of the dlftemper, and 
wixat is the ci^re : if, Sir, I have ufed no language illiberal, no 
arguments fallacious, no allegation untrue ; if. Sir, befides the 
accuftomed grac^ and humanity within thefe walls to all who 
appear open and undifguifed at the Bar ; if, befideS the com- 
placency of thofe among my Honorable Ueai*ers, who may not 
know me, or the partiality of thofe who do, I may. Sir, be 
difmifled from this place, under the humble hope of having 
obtained the fmalleil fhare of your folid .approbation, in con- 
fequence of having thrown the flightcfl ipark of light upon 
a fubjeft fo copious and national, this laborious exertion of 
mme, full Uttp in life, and I truft the laft, will be deemed b^ 

me 
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mc as aufpicious and honorable for the remainder of my 
days*. 

* Papers illuftrating the Speech. ' 

♦ Total quantities of foreign linens imported into England from 
Chriftmas 1751 to Chrillmas l^^l* 
Yards. 
1752 27,856,122]: 

*753 35>372'907 

175+ 30*87 1. 973 J 

«75J 3^*947 '447 

'75^ 3^759*^34} 

1757 28,429,072i 

1758 ^9.770,104^ 

1759 4^057,SJJr 
J760 27,988,973^ 
1761 30,428,424. 

. , — . i Yards, 

299,48i,79ii Tot, which is 29,948,1 79 per ann. 



1762 18,827,853^ 

1765 26,634,851 

1764 28,092,2154 

1765 25.497'795J 

1766 25,624,1074 

1767 21,054,411 

1768 23,112,549 

1769 25,431, 162J 
1270 27,ioi,343j 
1771 28,243,121^ 



Yards. 



249,619,210^ Tot. which is 24,961,921 per ann. 

1772 27,338,881 

1773 i7>7^5*443 

Total quantities of foreign linens exported from England from 
Chriftmas 1751 to Chrillmas 1773. 
Yards. 

1752 .7»i87,iioi 

1753 7'448,672;- 

1754 6,981,5281 
^7SS 7'542.694j 

1756 8,461,726 

1757 8,461,031* 

1758 7,989,160 

1759 >o,482,73oJ 

1760 J 0,07 1,851; 

1761 6,740,960!- 

-^ Yards. 

8 -7354661 Total i which is 8.137,546 per anr. 

Vol. VII^ D d Yards, 
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1762 5,990,7061- 

1763 8,046,8441 

1764 7,889,265! 

n^S ^>394»H7 

1766 7,171,891 

1767 7''74>784 

1768 8,046,980^ 

1769 7,102,527^ 

1770 8,461,5461 

1771 10,470,129^ 

76»748>833l Total] which is 7,674,883 jfef 



*77* 8,721,791 

'773 7«058,9it 

Total quantities of Iri(h linens exported from Ireland From Marcfc 
25» *75'» *o March 25, 1773, as delivered by Mr. Hcaiy Betty. * 
Yards. 
1752 10,656,003 
'753 10,493,858 
1754 12,092,487^ 
'755 '3>379.733l 

ns^ 13.27^*8841 

'757 1 5*508,709 
1758 14.982,557! 
'759 '4.093*431 
'7^o '3.375.456f 
J761 12,048,881! 

Yards. 
I 9,904,00^^ Totrfj which is 12,990,400 per anJu 

'7^2 15,559*^7^ 

1703 16,013 I05I 

'7^ i5,ioi,o8i| 

"^J^i t:f,355,205 

1766 17,892,101^ 

1767 20.148,1704 
J768 18,490,019^ 

1769 17,790*705 

1770 23,560,754 
'77' 25,376,808 

181,287,627 Total; which is 18,128,7(52! per aiti. 

'77* 20,599,178* - 

'773 i8,450^70oJ 
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Total quantities of Scotch linens^ ftamped for fale Jfi Scotland, from 
Che ifl of Nov. 1751 to the ifk of Nov« ijfjf ^ 4fUveie4 I^J 
Mr. George Goldic. 
Yards. 

175* 8.759»943t 
»753 9»422,593l 
«754 8»9i4»369 
1755 «f»^M7^ 
«75^ 8>547>i53i 
>7S7 9'7^4.4o8J 

1758 10,624,435^ 

1759 10,830,707 

1760 ii»747»7*S| 

1761 11,995,494 

■ Yar*. 

98,729,306^ Total; which is 9,872, 930 J fcrantu 



176^ 11*303**37 

17^3 »*399.6$6| 

1764 12,823,0481- 

176^ 12,746,6595 

1766 13.224,557 

17^7 ia»7^3»o43 

1768 ii,795»437 

1769 13,4^6,125 

^770 13.049.S3S 

J711 ijw06 ,274f 

1^6,997,572 J Total; whidiU 12,699,7575 per aiuu 



I77» 13,089,0061 

1773 iP,748.uo4 

Total quantities of Irlfh linens imported into Exigbod fiOBi Chrift* 
mas 1756 tpC^riftmas i77> 
Yards- 
1757 11,925,290 
I7S» 14.383*248 
^759 12,793,412 
1760 13,311,674 

»7^^ U*3H*448 ' ^^ , 

. : Yards. 

65,768/>72 Total; whidi ij ij,i53.$i4 P^ *«». 



1762 13,476,366 

1763 13,110,^58 
^764 i3.i«7»^o9 
'765 «4t757»353 
1766 17,491,229 



7^#47^^9?5 Tpt^; wl4f* is I4.4©4»flj F«#MU 
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1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 



1772 
1773 



Yards. 
16,500,7$^. 
15,249,284 
16,496. 271 
18,195,087 
10,622,217 

87,063,578 Total; which is 17,612,715 pcrani^ 



i9»'7'»77i 
17,896,994 



Total quanfitics of Britifli and Irilh linens exported from England 
and Scotland from Jannary 1757 to January 1774, with the boun- 
ties paid each year thereon. 



1757 
1758 

1759 

1760 

1761 



firitifh. 
2,052,628 
5,163.069 
3,088,910 
■ 2,390,526 
2,364,263 



Irifti. 
2,345,994 Yds^ 

2. 577*357 
.2,287,707 

2,652,891 
2*253*370 



Boonty. 

iC 27353 " 
35832 1 

33584 4 
31471 12 
28855 H 



4 

10 

I 

I 

4 



Total i3»059*39^ 12,117,319 

perann. 2,611,879 2,423,463 



157097 3 8 



31419 



8 9 



1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 



2,<;98,524 
3,801,421 
3,744,861 
3.340*263 
3,648,247 



3,460,453 

2,953*324 

2,175,004 

I >964*579 
2,224,547 



Total I7*'33»3i6 12,777,907 



perann. 3,426,663 



2,555,581 



37868 12 o 

42199 8 10 

36892 o 9 

33155 5 4 

36682 16 II 

186748 3 10 

37349 »* 9 



1767 
1768 
1769 

1770 
1771 



3^973*9^4 
4*295,949 
4,606,235 
4,8:6,184 
6,650,879 



2,746,464 
2,827,544 
2,503,871 
3,501,712 
4*245*553 



Total «4,333,2ri 15,825,144 



per ann. 4,866,642 



3,165,028 



41971 11 9 

44517 18 11 

44386 5 I 

51901 16 1 

62203 14 J 

244681 6 3 

4893^ S 3 



1772 

»773 



8,479,408 
7>9o8,554 



3,508,827 
25752*99* 



61038 % o 
53623 17 I 



The above account of Britifli and Irifli linens exported inclades 
only fuch^ are entitled to the bounty^ a very con£iderable« quantity 
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is exported above i8d. a yard« of which no account is fsiniSied 
from the Coflom-Houfe. 



Sundry States and Obfervations thereupon. 

Sxpoits from England to Holland from i-'62 to 1766 inclufive, fo- 
. reign, viz. all the £aft> Weft-India^ and North- American com- 
modities to 
tlolland, £, 4,820,4i2 4 z 

Ditto to Germany 5*276,958 7 o 

Total from 1 62 to 1766 io*97»i70 11 % 

Foreign as above from 1767 to 177 1, 
To HoUand, 4*854,331 9 3 

Ditto to Germany, 4*393*547 3 '^ 

Total from 1767 to 1771, 9,247,878 1$ 1 

Decreafe in the forrign 849,291 18 1 

All in the export to Germany; with jf« 33*9^9 5 1 more, theez-* 

port to Holliind having increafed to that amount. 
Britifh mamifadure and produce, the latter lead, tin, coals, iklt, 

&c, of trifling value to the whole, exported from 1 62 to 1766 

inclulive. 
To Holland, 4,868,221 5 5 

Germany, 5»3 S»^S9 •* 7 

£. 10,243,881 5 o 
From 1767 to 1771, 
To Holland, 3,540,631 13 8 

Germany, 2,540,405 18 9 

Total from 176710 1771, 6,081,037 12 y 

Decreafe in the Britilh, 4,162,843 12 7 

Ditto Foreign, as before, 849.291 18 i 

Total of both, £' 5»oi2,i^^ 10 S 

At a medium of the laft H e years 

/. .,002,427 2 2perann. 

N. B. Decn:afe in the Brit, to Germany, £. 2,835,254 o 10 

Ditto, Foreign ro ditto, 883,211 3 2 

Total Decreafe to Holland, 1,293,670 6 8 

£. 5,012,135 10 8 
Nearly % to Germany dire(^. 

But : <o Hollasid dire(^. 

Although upon a medium for 20 years the exports to HoUand have 
fxceedcd the exports to Germany, 

N.B, 
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N. B« The total of exports to Germany and Holland from 176a t6 
1766 is about £• 20> 340^000 

Off £. 4,068,000 at a mcdiam per ann. 

Ditto from 1767 to 177 1 about I5»330,ooo 

Or, £• 3, c 66,000 per ann. which makes above £9 1,000,000 per 

ann. lofs, yet in this ftatc of decline ftill exhibits an export of the 

Uft mentioned fum, viz. jC* 3«o66,ood 

The imports from thefe comitrles for ten years back are given in at 

about 1,090,000 per ann. 
Balance in favour of Great Briuin, £• itgyS^ood 

SOLti of the linen exported from Ireland, and of linen ftampt for fale 

in Scotland in the above periods, viz. 
From 1762 to 1766, 141,418,328 yards, Val. iC«9>347*^3 

At a medium of thefe five 

years, 28,283,665 yards. 
From 176710 1771, 166,866,870 yards, VaL ;f. 10,855,528 

At a medium of thefe fi\'e 

years, 33,323,374 yards. ^ ^ 

Annual increale of linens at a medium m 

the lafl period about 5,000,000 yards VaL £• 325*276 

Annual decreafe in the exports to Holland 

and Germany to the value of £. i,ooo,odo 

K. B. Of die faid decreafe in the exports £» 800,000 falla on mama- 

fadluie. 
N. B. Since thefe calculations were produced, an account hadibeea 

laid before Parliament diftin^ifhing the different heads of export; 

whereby it appears, that Britilh produce, particularly coal, is efti* 

mated higher than is conjectured here ; to agree therefore with that 

paper, the total decreafe may be dil^ributed as follows : 
In Foreign goods and merchaiidixe about £» ieo,ooo 

Britifh produce, 66t,ooo 

Ditto manufadlore, 3»50o,ooo 

Total £» 5,012,000 



Obfervations on the Evidence relating to the Ruffia Trade : 
aa delivered T^t the Bar of the Honorable Houfe of Com- 
monS) on the 5th of May 17741 to a Committee of th^ 
whole Houfe, appointed to enquire into the prefent State c£ 
the lanen Trade of Great Britain and Ireland, by Mr. For- 
ftcr. (Originally printed for the Ruf&a Company.) 

^ Sir, I appear here as agent for the Ruffia Company. Be- 
lore I call in the witnefles whom I £hall beg leave to examijie, { 
will take the liberty to acquaint the Committee what has been 
the occailon of my giving tliem this trouble. 

•* The Ruffia Company perceived, by the Report of tb< 
Committee appointed to enqubre mto the prefent ftate of the 

Linea 
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jLinen TVade in Great Britain and Ireland, that a confider* 
fiUe decay m that trade was complained of, and imputed 
(among other caufes) to the increafed importation of foreign 
linens ; and to the importation of them on too low duties* 
And finding that fome of the witnefles, examined by the Com- 
mittee, had imputed part of the evils they complained of, to 
the interfering of Rui£a linens, the RuiSa Company thought 
it incumbent on them to defire to be heard ; in hopes that bf 
sfidifputable evidence, they could convince the Committee that 
ao part of the evil complained of could, with juftice, be im- 
puted to the increafed importation of Ruf&a linens, or to the 
importation of them on duties too low. 

<< I wiih. Sir, to lay before the Committee a ftate of the 
trade between England and Ruflia ; in doing this, the points 
which, among others, I fliould be moft folicitous to eftablifliy 
are thefe : 

<< That the linens imported from Ruilla are of inch a qoalitf 
bs to be chiefly confumed by the poor : 

^ That the want of them could not be fupplied by any of Ae 
manufa^hires of Britain : 

*< That the importation of them is not increafed : And, . 
** That at prefent they pay an high duty. 
•< That our importation of flax is confiderablc. 
«« That the manufaftures of Great Britain, exported to Rut 
fia, exceed in value the RuflSan manufafhu-es imported into 
firitain. 

« That the duties paid on the importation of the woollea 
mznufadhires of Britain in Ruflia, are low, in comporifon of 
thofe paid in Biitain, on the importation oE the Ih^en manii- 
£i&ires of Ruflia. 

^ That the whole of the trade between Ruflia and Great 
Britain is carried on in Britifh fliipping ; and that the Britiflt 
merchants, refident in Ruflia, enjoy very valuable privileges, 
not granted to other European nations. 

<« I winnow beg leave to call in our witnefles.* 
[Mr. SamueV Stratton was then examined on thoie points 
which related to the importation of Ruflia linens ; smd his ex-> 
amination having taken up a confiderable time, it was not 
thoaglit neceffary to call Mr. William Edwards, who was pre- 
pared to have given a full and circumfhintial evidence on the 
iame points. 

Mt* Nicholas Cavanaugh. was exammed on thde points 
which related to the exports from Great Britain to Ruffia, to 
the exportation of flax from Ruflia, to* the quantity of Britifli 
fliipping employed, and to the privileges granted by the Ruf. 
fian government to the Britiih mcrcl^ts refident in Ruflia. 

His 
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His evidence having been clear and circnmAantial ; the agent 
thought it unneceffary to call other witncflcs, who were readj 
to have confirmed it.] 

By leave of the Committee, the Agent proceeded thus :— 

«* The evidence which has been laid before the Committee, 
I think, amounts to this : 

« That the linens imported from Ruffia are chiefly ufed by 
the poor ; that the want of them could not be fupplicd by our 
home manufa<Shires j that the importation of them is decreafed; 
that the annual amount of thefe importations is from 100 to 
140,000/.; that the prefent duties on the importation of them, 
amount, in the lowefl indances, to above 26 per cent^ on the 
value j in the higheft to above ^o per cent • \ that an increafe of 
duty would increafe the price to the poor ; that our exports to 
Peterfburgh only amount to about 300,000/. annually ; that of 
this fum, the manufaftures of Britain amount to 2 00,000 1. the 
unmanufactured produce to 100,000/. ; that the duties paid on 
the importation of our woollens, in Ruflia, are between 1 7 and 
1 8 per cent, on their value ; that the fhipping employed by us is 
1 70,000 tons ; that we import between 7000 and 8000 tons of 
flax annually ; that our merchants refident in Ruflia have dif- 
tinguifhed privileges. ^ 

*< This being the ftate of the evidence, I underftand I may 
be permitted to make fome obfervations on it, and on other 
circumftances of our trade, in which I fliall endeavour to be 
concife. I mean to confine myfelf ftridlly within my proper 
limits, the bufinefs of the Ruflia Company. The general fnb- 
jedt before the Committee was amply entered into by Mr. 
Glover, who, through life, has been diftinguiflied in the lite- 
rary, the commercial^ and the political world. I fliould little 
expedl to be attended to, if, after him, I was fo impertinent as 
to enter on the fubjeft at large. 

" The bufinefs of the Ruflia Company lies within a fmall 
compafs ; perhaps no argument of mine will be fo ftrong, as 
the inexperience and want of ability you will perceive in mc 
their Agent : had they had a doubtful caufe, they would have 
ufed fome diligence to have fought an able advocate 5 they 
would not have trufted their affairs to my management. 

*« By the evidence of Mr. Stratton it appears, that the poor ♦ 
can furnifh themfelves with (he linen manufaAures of Ruffia, 
on much cheaper terms than^vnth any of our home manufac- 
tures; he has not mentioned" on how much cheaper terms ; 
but, I think, I have heard they may clothe themfdves at two- 

* A part of our linen importations are alfo ufed for hammocks by the navy and 
merchant ibipi| and for tenu, and many fortt of camp equipage. 

thirds 
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diirds of the expence ; and this with a ]men^ which, having 
paid to Government one third of its value at leaft in duty^ has 
already been ajQiftant in fome meafure even to thofe who wear 
k, by contributing to thofe wants of the ftate, which, if they 
were not alleviated by duties on foreign importations^ muft 
fall ftill heavier on the neceflaries of life than they now do. 
Under tliefe circumftances, if the Committee are convinced 
that the linens imported from Ruifia are ierviceable to the la« 
bouring poor; if they find that, in thefe times of diftrefs, they 
afford' them a much cheaper clothing than they could procure 
from our own manufafhires ; it is then evident, that any in- 
creafe of duty, or any impediment thrown in the way of our 
linen importations, would be an additional burthen, not onthfi 
fantaftick wants of the elegant and luxurious, but on the neceC* 
fities of the whole clafs of our laborious poor. There needs no 
argument to convince the Committee of the inexpediency, I 
am tempted to add, of the inhumanity, of fuch a meafure— ft 
meafure not neceiTary, as I conceive, for the relief of thof(; 
wlio have applied to you, Sir, for afliftance* 

<< The inconveniences they fuffer are not imputable to us ; 
for the decay they complain of in their trade cannot be imputed 
to the incre^e of our importations, as the mofi experienced of 
our importers has informed you, on his own knowledge *, that 
the importation is decreafed ; and that it is fo, is notorious. 

<< You have heard. Sir, what the duties paid on Ruflia li« 
nens are ; that they amount in the lowed inftances to above 26, 
in the higheft to above 50 per cent, on their value f i sifter this, 
the Committee will not think a defray hi the linen manufaAures 
of Great Britain and Ireland <;an be imputed to the increafed 
importation of. Ruflia linens, on too low duties* We are con- 
fident, tliat the wifdom of Parliament will not adopt a meafure 
ineSeAual to the purpofes fcr which it would be defigned, in^ 
jurious to the labouring poor, and which in its coniequences 
may be highly prejudicial to every manufafture of thefe king- 
doms, the linen manu£i&ure itfelf not excepted. 

«< For we have fhewn you, that the whole value of our ex- 
portations to Ruffia amounts to above 300,000/. annually. Mr. 
Cavanaugh fpoke only as to the exportations to Fcteriburgh, 
which he (aid aminyited tp about that fum. That the value of 

* I think the annual importation of Ruflia linens might be eftiraated at abo^-e 
f ve million yards ; for the two lall yeara, it has been about 4,100,000 yarda ; it hai 
^ecrealed about one-fifth of the whole importation. 

f By value I would always be underftood to mean the value really received by 
the mauufaduring or producing countries ; thus the value of Kuflia linen includet 
•U charges incurred in Ruflia, but is exdufivc of Britifli charges ; the value of Brie 
ciili cxporutioo iaclMdes all Biitifli charges, bat no Ru(&an osM. 

Vol. V. E c Britifli 
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Britifli manufaftures exported, exceeds confidcrably the value 
of the Ruffian manufadturcs we import ; fo that, the trade of 
inanufaftures only confidered, the balance is in our favour. 
That our woollen manufafturcs' pay, on their importation into 
Ruffia, a duty only of between 1 7 and 1 8 per cenU on their va- 
lue, while the duties paid on the importation of Ruffian manu- 
failures ihto Britain, amount ■* to double that proportion* 
Now, fhould we increafe this high duty on our part, the 
foundeft policy would warrant, the ftridtefl equity would juf» 
tify, the Ruffian government in increafmg their duties on Bri- 
tifh commodities : nor would there be the fame objections from 
internal policy as with us ; for many of the articles imported 
from Britain into Ruffia, are not to fupply the wants of the ne- 
ceffitous, but to contribute to the elegancies of the luxurious, 
Wc; cannot doubt but, under thefe circumftances, the Ruffian 
government would increafe the duties on our manufa<^tures, 
Und, leffijnirifT the attention they now give to the linen, their 
enly confiderable and favourite manufacture, they would, on 
the principles of the foundeft policy, give countenance to any 
efforts to eftabliih other manufactures as the rivals of ours. 
Thefe ideas are not wantonly produced from the hoard of an 
inventive imagination. The Ruffian government is poflefled 
of the trueft principles of commercial policy. The fenfible 
edift which precedes the tariffi; of 1767 warrants this aflertion.' 
Tlie Ruffian empire is rifing in arts, and has much in its 
power. 

«« But this is not the only bad efFcft which might be the cbn- 
fequcnce of our endeavours to check the Ruflian manufactures 
of linen. There is a mcaAire which the Ruffian government 

o 

might adopt, which would afieft materially, and, as I conceive, 
affeCt only the linen manufactures of Britain and Ireland. 
When you rccolleCt that our importations of flax from Ruffia 
are between 7 and 8000 tons yearly, you will be aware how 
materially a very high duty on the exportation of this article 
from Ruffia would prejudice our linen manufactures. Should 
we endeavour to injure the Ruffian manufacture of linen, this 
would be an obvious, a juft, and, I am fure, it would be an 
effectual remedy, as it would lower the price of flax in Ruffia, 
by tending to prevent the exportation of it, and raifc the price 
on our manufacturers. Should urgent occafion, fhould fudden 

* In nrdr- to enable mc to aiTcrt, as much as was poflible from iaCUt rather thaa 
Aaiaila:ed c itiiaates : u.ic ot oar moft coofiderable and mod grueral importers took 
the value ot his whole lalt year's importations, and the amount of the duties h« 
paid Oil ilicm : on comparing them; he fouQj he had paid .^o ptr cent, on the orU 
(Inai value ui Uuti^i« . 

refentment| 
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rcfcntment, prompt the meafure, why might not the Rufllaa 
government totally prohibit the exportation of llax ? 

*< Nor are thefe the only mifchiefs we have to fear, fliould 
we throw any diificultics in the way of the favourite manufac- 
ture of Ruilia. You have been informed by one of our wit- 
nefles, who has been rcfulent in Rulfia, and who fpeaks from 
an experience of thirty-two years, that the Britifli are a favoured 
nation, favoured in a very peculiar manner by the grant pf pri- 
vileges denied to other nations ; privileges of a nature pecu- 
liarly acceptable to a Briton. We almoft carry with us into 
Ruffia the freedom of our o\vn happy country ; a ray of Britifli 
liberty breaks through the gloom of northern defpotifm, and 
enlightens the dwellings of a Briton in Ruilia. Not only fa- 
voured, and materially favoured in tl\e manner of paying our 
duties, the fricndfliip of the Ruffian government has given u5 
a degree of perfonal freedom beyond what the fubjec^s of Ruf-^ 
fia, beyond what any other nations enjoy in Ruffia. The ar- 
bitrary order of an inferior military officer cannot quarter fol- 
diers in the houfe of a Briton ; nor exa£t, as he can from 
others, even from Ruffians of the firft rank, pecuniary amends 
for not molefting him with fuch troublefome inmates. 

" A Britilh merchant is not amenable, in matters relating 
to bufinefs, to any of the inferior courts of juftice, the feats of 
endlefs and uncertain litigation ; his caufe is heard by the col- 
lege of commerce, a court that confiders itfelf as the guardian 
of commercial rights. 

" The fubjcdts of Britain rcfident in Ruffia, are not confined 
in the difpofal of their effefts at their death, by the Ruffian 
laws of inheritance ; but they may difpofe of them, by willj in 
fuch manner as is moft for the ihtereft of their families. 

<« In cafes of bankruptcy, and of legal arreft, very valuable 
privileges refpedling peribnal freedom, arc enjoyed by our 
countrymen in Ruffia. 

« It is evident by thefe repeated inftances of favour, that 
the Ruffian government wilhes to be on the moft friendly 
terms with us j but Mr. Cavanaugh, in confequence of a quef- 
tion from an Honorable Member of this Houfe, has told you 
that the Ruffian government thought themfelves aggrieved by 
the additional duties laid on linens in 17675 and furely they 
were not without reafon for thinking fo ; that part of the du- ' 
ties partkularly, which was an additional duty on all linens 
above 36 inches broad, fell heavily on ouf flicetin^, which al- 
ready paid a duty on a rate equal to their value, and eftabliihed 
as lately as the vear 1765. This meafure, we had reafon to 
think,^ was adviicd by a perlbnwho had himfelf, or whofenear 
relatipns had, an intercft in a manufafture of (hecting, whofe 

E c a motive 
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motive was to check the importation of Ruffia fheeting, in or- 
der to benefit this manufafturc — the efFeft, I believe, in no re- 
fpeft anfwered his expeftation ; Ruflki {heeting continues to 
be imported, is ftill ufed *, and virill continue to be ufed, as 
long as it is found to be fuperior to every manu£ii6ti3re of the 
lame kind. 

•* This is a ftriking inftance of the inefficacy of additional 
duties on foreign linens, in affifting home manufactures. 

*« I cannot quit this fubjeft> without digreffing a little, to 
mention with honor the conduA of the inhabitants of that 
town, for whofe benefit this meafure was fuppofed to have 
been advifed. They have had the fenfe to perceive what they 
could not do ; they have had the genius to difcover what they 
could do* Encouraged only by the grant of the importatien c^ 
their raw material free of duty,, by their ingenuity and petfe« 
vering induftry, the inhabitants of Manchefter have brought 
* their cotton manufacture to a degree of excellence beyond, I 
believe, their own moft fanguine expectation. A very confider- 
able, a very increafing, exportation of this beautiful manu£io> 
ture to Ruffia, contributes to reward the genius aind induftry 
of the manufacturers* But to return to my fubjeCL 

<< The Britifb nation has been hitherto confidered as the 
friend of Ruffia : independent of the important privileges wc 
enjoy, the peculiar civrhty and< attention paid by the Ruffian 
coiurt to the fubjeCb of Britain^ are alone proofs of its friendly^ 
difpofition — Shall we hazard this eftablifhed friendfhip, thefe 
important privileges ? fliall we hazard the benefits we receive 
from a confideraUe, an increafing (for fuch it is) exportation of 
our own mauufaCtures, by a meafure ineffectual to the purpofes 
for which it would ieem to be defigned, and immediately in- 
jurious to the moft valuable of our fubjcCls, the labouring 
poor, of our hufiandry, and our fiihcriesj 

<' I fufpeCt it may thought that I have forgotten the real 
' itate of the trade between Ruffia and England — 3, trade, the 
balance of which is very confiderably in favour of Ruffia f • 
There is no one circumftance of our trade to which I more fin- 
cerely wifli to engage the attention of the Committee.^ Other 
branches of commerce boaft of the bsdance they bring home ; 

that 

* It is ftill ufied ; bat the exorblunt daiynow paidooit, hat» to tgiMt inea* 
lure, deprived the lowed dafaof ]fteople of tlie ufe of it ; they are now forced into 
thcufeofravenfduck, inftead ofiheetine, which, though bought at a lower price 
than (heeting can be fold for, is neither to convenient, nor advantageous to them ; 
io tliat this additional duty has, in fadt, boen of prejudice to the poor. 

f This may be cmiTidered as the ftate of the trade, cxdufivt of the article of 
jewels ; thofc of tallow aod irou «rc coaildciably Incjccaicd of late ycai«« Ovr im* 
portsarc, 

^ - Kemp^ 
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that ]Sf fuppoHng thdlrs was the only trade carried on» of the 
quantity of sold and filver they would introduce into Britain* 
But} Sify of gold and £lver you can neither make an anchor 
nor a ploughmare. The inftruments of agriculture, of naviga^ 
tionj and of arts> are produced by the mines of Siberia, not 
by thofe of Peru. The articles we bring from Ruffia, otar 
hempf our iron, our flax, are fo indifpenfably neceflary to u» 
for every ptupofe of agriculture and of commerce, that, had 
wc no export trade, it would be very expedient we fliould at- 
tentively cultivate the friendihip of RuiHa on account of our 
import trade only. The Ruffian government has been for fome 
years engaged in an expenfive war ; a very considerable reve- 
nue might be raifed by adcUtional duties on hemp, flax, and 
iron ; a tax we mufl: pay, however exorbitant it might be» 
The annual want of 7 or 8000 tons of flax would be felt by our 
linen manufadhires ; hemp and iron we muft have ^ without 
them, our navy, our commerce, our agriculture,, are at end ^ 
without them, where would be oiu: wealth, where our naval 
honors ? The gold, it is true, would be produced in the mines 
of Peru, but not for us ; we obtain it, not by plunder, but by 
commerce ; by a commerce protefted, when attacked, by our 
naval ftrength. You will never. Sir, think that trade a pre- 
judicial one, which brings home the materials, without which 
commerce could neither be undertaken nor protedled. You 
will think that trade an advantageous one, which, carried on 
entirely in Britiih fhips, employs annually * 1 70,000 tons of 
ihipping. 

•* Popular prejudices prevail againft contraftors. I never yet 
beard a whifper raifed againft the contrackors with the Govern- 
ment for hemp ; the navy is fupplied with this ufeful article of 
our trade on terms as reafonable as any private rope-maker. 
We have, among the members of the Ruflia Company, names 
as diftinguifhed even for fortune as any in the city ) but their 
fortunes were either inherited, or acquired by that gradual in- 

Hemp, 16,000 tons, atjfiS ----.- /"aSSjOoa 

Iron, 30,000 - 10 ------ 300,000 

Him, 7,500 - 30 - • - - 225,000 

linens, ia value ....-- 130,000 

Tallow, .....•- 90,000 

Deals, - . - - -^ - * 70,000 

BrxlUes, Uinglafs, Unfeed, hides, and mats, • " 30,000 

furs, rhubarb, and other articles,. about « ^ • 20,000 

£sporU to Peterftjurgh only, abou^ - . - - 300,00a 

Of the exporu to other ports in RufHa wc haye no accoUiOts. ' 
* The labour of fcamen, andfrci^t of ihipi, U klwaysgof the natureof an ex. 
ported commodity. Petty 's Pol. Anth. ^ . 
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duftry and oeconomy which ufed to give credit to the name of 
Merchant j they are not fortunes acquired by the plunder of 
Government, by rapine, or by a mad fpirit of enterprife as 
mifchievous to fociety as either. While I am recollcfting fucli 
members of the Ruffia Company, I cannot but place at their 
head the venerable name of Mr. Nettleton, our Governor, who 
has paflcd a long life, equally refpedled for his abilities and in- 
tegrity, who, for many years, has found, and ftill finds *, at 
a very advanced age, in the chair of the Ruffia Company, the 
iionejlijfimum doinkilinm feneElut'is* 

<* 1 have now laid before the Committee the circumftances 
of the Ruffia trade, ufeful to the community, I tnifl, in every 
branch of it \ exporting annually more than 300,000 /. in value 
of our produfts, of which fum two-thirds at leafl are our ma- 
nufadlures, importing chiefly the mofl neceflary raw materials. 
The manufadhires we import do not amount to more than one 
eighth part of our whole importations, and thofe manufaftures 
of a coarfe quality. Our more confiderablc imports are hemp, 
iron, flax, tallow, timber, deals; all necefTary for the ufes 
even of the lowefl clafs of people, not one offering at the (hrine 
of luxury. The feverity of a Spartan government would have 
given countenance to a commerce like this. 

<< I have faid nothing relating to the fubjeft of drawbacks 
on exportation, as I am unwilling to take up the time of the 
Committee about a matter which, as a part of the general fub^ 
jeft, was confldered by Mr. Glover. One of our witnefles, 
Mr. Stratton, has informed you, that, fince the taking away 
the drawback, on Ruffia fail-cloth, confiderable quantities of it 
go from Holland to our Colonies ; that we do not fend more 
than one quarter of the number of pieces we ufed to export, 
the remaining three quarters are now an aid to tlie trade and 
navigation of our neighbours the Dutch f • Such a faft is of 
more weight than any argument ! 

*< It is time that I conclude — 

« If, Sir, the Committee are convinced that the fuppofitions 
of an increafed importation, and of an importation on too low 
duties, are groundlcfs — that our importations of linen arc 
highly ferviceable to the poor— if they think tliat any altera- 
tions in the (late of the duties on Ruilia linens, might have 2 
tendency to check a very beneficial and incrcafing exportation 
of our own manufaftures j and an importation of raw matc- 

* The Ruffia Company have to regret, that any circptnllance hu prevented Mr* 
Nettleton from undertaking to appear in their behalf at the bar of tiyc Houle. 

f The importanco of being the cirrien for otlier nationa, can n^yer.betoo 
murh attended to; the value of a fcaman nuift be rated hi^ in the polittcal ari:b- 
xneuck of Great Britaia* 

rials 
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riaU advantageous to our Britifli and Irifh manufactures of li- 
Stcn% and cli'cntially ncccllary to our navy and our coiumerce« 
ire are confident we can have nothing to icar. 
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April 21. The Houfe fat half an hour without any bufinefs 
before them ; at length Lord North came, and prefented to 
the Speaker feveral Extracts of Letters, &c. and the third Boi^on 
Bill, ^* For the impartial Adm'miftration of Juftice in the Cafes 
pf Pcrfons queftioned for any Afts done by them in the Execu- 
tion of the Law, or for the SupprcfTion of Riots and Tumults, 
in the Province of Maflachufct^s Bay, ixi New England," 

The Bill was read a firft time ; upon which, 

Mr. SAWBRIDGE arofe, faying. Sir, I am aftoniilied atMr.&wy. 
the noble Lord's proceeding, in bringing in a Bill of the ut«.l>rMi«c« 
moft confeqiience, at a time when there is fo thin a Houfe. 
|Thcrc were only forty-one Members.] It is an improper 
time ; it is taking us by furprifc ; it is cowardly. But, Sir, I 
ihould think myfelf highly unworthy a feat in this Aflfembly, 
was I to fuSer fo pernicious a Bill to pafs in any ftage, without 
giving my hearty negative to it. I will oppofe it. every time I 
have an opportunity, although I do not imagiue I Ihall be much 
attended to. This is a Bill, Sir, of fuch a ridiculous and cruel 
nature, that I really am aftonifhed how any perfon could think 
6f making it. Docs the noble Lord think that a man who 
chances to fee a perfon murdered in America, will come over 
here as an evidence againft the aggreffor? Does the noble 
Lord think that any American woiild hazard a trial here, or 
that he would expert to have juftice done him, if he was to 
come over i Then, Sir, a pexfon would be brought oyer here 
to be tried, and you would have evidences only on one fide ; 
but I imagine if thofe evidences ihould not be fufficient, evi- 
dence htrci who never faw the tranfa^^ion, would be procured, 
ftnd the criminal acquitted. I plainly forefee the dangerous 
confequences of this Bill ; it is meant to enflave America ; and 
the fame Minifter who means to enflave them, would, if he 
had an opportunity, enflave England ; it is his aim, and what 
he wiihes to do; but I finccrely hope the Americans will not 
admit of the execution of thefe deft motive Bills, but nobly refufe 
them ; if they do not, they are the moft abjeft flaves that ever 
the earth produced, and nothing that the Minifter can do is 
bafe enough for them. 

LORD NORTH~Sir, I think myfelf called upon to vindi^ LoraNoith; 
cate my conduft for bringing in tiie Bill in fo thin a Houfe. 
Sir, W2% 1 to know there would but few Members attend ? I 
did as I promifed I would do, which was, to bring in the Bill 
V foon as it was ready ; it was but juft £nj)Qied when I brougl^ 

it. 
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it, and I little expeAed to have any debate upon it in this 
flage : I thoughtj Sir, the debate would be upon the ieamd 
reading; it u&ally h fo ; and I fincerely hope when this Bilt 
is read a fecond time, ti;at we fhall have a very full Houfe» 
and let every gentleman give his opinion upon it. I wifh to 
have it thoroughly difcuiled, and if it fhould be found to be a 
bad Bill, in God's name throw it out ; but if found otherwife, 
you cannot be too unanimous in alicuting to it ; the more una* 
nimity there is, the ftronger c(Feft it will have. As to its being 
meant to enflave America, I deny it, I have no fuch intention ; 
it is an unpleafant, but neceiTary ftep to bring them to a fenie 
of their duty, that aflcrtion has much the fame truth in it as 
what has been before faid, that the Americans had feen their 
error, and were willing to fatisfy the India Company. Sir, 
there is a fhip arrived, I think her name is the Fortune, Capt. 
Goreham; fhe arrived in Bofton harbour the latter end of 
February, or beginning of March 1774, I cannot fay which; 
fhe w^s loaded with tea ; the inhabitants came immediately and 
unloaded her, and emptied the contents of her cargo into the 
fea. Is this. Sir, feeing their error ? Is this, Sir, reforming i 
Is this making reflitution to the India Company ? Surely na 
gentleman will, after this, urge any thing in their defence. 
The Honorable Gentleman has faid this Bill is a pernicious 
one ; I truft, when gentlemen come to confider it, they will 
fee it is quite otherwife. 
^^^J|^» SIR THOMAS FRANKLAND arofe only to acquaint the 
* Houfe, that he, yefterday afternoon, after the Houfc broke 
up, was fhewn a letter which a friend of his received from 
Bofton, dated March 1774, which mentioned the tea being 
deftroyed, which was the cargo of Capt. Goreham, as the 
noble Lord had mentioned. 
Ifr. Bpg. Mr. BYNG — Sir, I cannot help rifing to oppofe this Bill* 
I agree with my worthy friend, that it is a moft pernicious 
Bill, and, I fear, made with no good intention. I really am 
furprifed at the nobie Lord, who faid, his wifh was to make 
their laws in America as near as poffible to oar own* Is this 
Bill any thing like it ? No, it is quite the reverfe ; drzgging 
people fi-om one country to another to give evidence, is fiich a 
proposition I never heard before, nor could have thought off 
•bur, Sir, every pcrfon muft know, and will allow, that the 
noble Lord finds his other two Bills arc fo defeAive and dan* 
gerous, that no perfon will venture to put them into execu- 
tion ; he is therefore obliged to have recourfe to a thirds to in* 
demnify fuch perfons as ihall be concerned in executing hi$ 
deftruftive projcft. I fhall oppofe this Bill every time I have 
an opportunity, and I truft every lover of his country will do 
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t^e fame. He further faid, that whatever profeflions of can*^ 
dour were thrown out, he fhould truft to them with great 
caution ; that for his part thefe attacks made abroad, feemed 
to be intended to prepare men's minds for meafures of a fimilar 
nature to be enforced at home i and that the condu^ and com- 
iplexion of publick meafures in general wore the appearance 
of a fyftematick defign of enflaving the people^ as well in Great 
Britain as the Colonies. 

LORD BEAUCHAMP— I really am furprifed, Sir, to hear lord JSetb* 
an Honorable Gentleman fay, thjit every perfori niuft know*^**"P^ 
that the two former Bills are defective. Sir, I will venture to 
fay the fa& is otherwife ; every perfon muft allow they are ne- 
cdOlary for the prefervation of peace, and reftoring the Ameri- 
cans to a fenfe of their duty. Does the Honorable Gentleman 
think the foldiery at Boflon will aft without they are indemni- 
fied ? No; they could not. No perfon would execute the laws 
half fo well, was this Bill not to pafs. I think it a neceflary 
Bill ; it will make their trials by juries like ours, which are fo 
much 2(9proved of; and I ihall give my hearty affirmative to 
it. 

Mr. SAWBRroGE— Su-, I rife to explain to the noble Mr. Saw% 
jLord why I think it a pernicious Bill. I am certain, that^"^^' 
however willing I might be to bring an offender to juftice, was 
I to fee a murder committed in London, my love of juilice 
might induce me to go to any part of the country to appear as 
an evidence ; but I affiire the noble Lord I would not go over 
to America on any account, nor for any mandate that he could 
iffiie ; and I believe that the noble Lord will allow, that not 
any fum would induce him to go over now ; therefore we have 
the fame right to imagine, that people in America will not 
come over here. I make no doubt but GovejCniiient will take 
care to bring over evidence in fupport of their fide, but they 
will not trouble themfeives with evidence on the contrary; 
therefore all your trials will be ex parte^ and nothing but a 
mockery of juftice* I do not mention this as an advocate for 
America, but mention it as an Engliihman. 

The queftioh was then put, and carried, that this Bill be 
read a fecond time on the 25th inftant; 

April aa. Mr^ FltLL£R faid, he did not rife to make any ^r. Follef. 
debate, for h& was not enabled as yet to form any opinion 
whether the Bill brfore the Houfe was a proper Bill, or not ; 
as cOjpies of* the ciiartcxs which had been ordered before the 
Houfe yrtxt not yet laid, he would venture to fay, that no man 
Icnew tlie ocmiiitution of that sovcmment % it was therefore 
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impoflible for him to fay, in what manner he would correft 
and amend it. 
4t George SIR GEORGE SAVILLE faid, he had not troubled the 
^"^^ Houfe before on the occafion, but he could not help obferv- 
ing, that the meafure now before the Houfe was a very doubt- 
ful and dangerous one ; doubtful as to the matter and pro- 
priety of regulation, and dangerous as to its confequence ; that 
charters by Government were facred things, and are only to be 
taken away by a due courfe of law, either as a puniflimcnt for 
an oflFence, or for a breach of the contraft, and that can only 
be by evidence of the fadls; nor could he conceive that in 
either of thofc cafes there could be any fuch thing as proceed- 
ing without a fair hearing of both parties. This meafure be- 
fore us feems to be a moft extraordinary exertion of legiflative 
power. Ijet us fuppofe a leafe granted to a man, wherein was 
a covenant, the breach of which would fubjeft him to a for- 
feiture of his leafe — would not a court of juftice require evi- 
dence of the faft ? Why, then, will you proceed different from 
the line which is always obferved in courts of jufticA You 
are now going to alter the charter, becaufc it is convenient. 
In what manner does the Houfe mean to take away this char- 
ter, when in faft they refiife to hear the parties, or to go 
through a legal courfe of evidence of the fafts ? Chartered 
rights have, at all times, when attempted to be ahered, or 
taken away, occafioned much bloodfhed and ftrife ; and what- 
ever perfons in this Houfe may have advanced, that they do 
not proceed upon this bufinefs but with trembling hands, I da 
alfo affure them that I have fhewn my fears upon this occafion^ 
for I have run away from every queftion, except one, to which 
I gave my negative. I do not like to be prefent at a bufinefs 
which I think inconfiftent with the dignity and juftice of this 
Houfe ; I tremble when I am, for fear of the confequences 5 
and I think it a little extraordinary, that Mr. Bollan ihould be 
admitted to be heard as an American agent in the Houfe of 
Lords, when in the Houfe of Commons he was refnfed. I be- 
lieve It is true, that the fafts fet forth in his petition to this 
Houfe, were different from thofe which he prefented to the 
Houfe of Lords ; in one declaring himfelf an inhabitant of 
Bofton, and in the other omitting it. I cannot conceive it 
poffible to proceed on this Bill upon the fmall ground of evi- 
dence which you have had. 
Mr.Ellifc Mr. W. ELLIS— I muft rife. Sir, with great confidence, 
when I differ from the Honorable G^tleman who fpoke laft^ 
whofe abilities are fo eminently great ; but I think. Sir, that 
chartered rights are by no means thofe facred things which 

never 
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never can or ought to be altered ; they are vefted in the Oown^ 
tis a prerogative, for the good of the people at large ; if the 
fupreme Legiflature find that thofe charters fo granted, ara 
both unfit and inconvenient for the publick utility, they hav6 
a right to make them fit and convenient ; wherever private 
property is concerned, the Legiflature will not take it away 
without making a full recompence ; but wherever the regula« 
tion of publick matter is the objeft, they have a right to cor- 
reft, controul, or take it away, as may beft fuit the publick 
welfare. The Crown may fometimes grant improper powers 
with regard to governments that are to be eftablifhed — ^will it 
not be highly proper and neceflary that the Legiflature, feeing 
m what manner the Crown has been iJl-advifed, fliould take it 
into their confideration, and alter it as far as neceflary ? It is 
the Legiflaturc's duty to correft the errors that have been 
eftablifhed in the infancy of that conftitution, and regulate 
them for the publick welfare. Is a charter, not conuflent 
with the publick good, to be continued ? The Honorable 
Gentleihan fays, much bloodfhed has been occafioned by 
taking away or sdtering of chartered rights ; I grant it ; but it 
has always been where encroachments have been made by im- 
J>roper parties, and the attack has been carried on by impro- 
per powers. He alfo fays, this form of government in Ame- 
rica ought not to be altered without hearing the parties ; the 
papers on your table, furely, are fuflficient evidence what they 
have to fay in their defence 5 — ^look only into the letter dated 
the 19th of November, 1773, wherein the Governor applied 
to the Council for advice, and they neglected giving it to him $ 
and alfo wherein a petition was prefented to the Council by 
certain perfons who applied for proteftion to their property 
lluring thefe difturbances; the Council, without giving any 
ahfwer, adjourned for ten days, and the Governor was not 
able to do any thing himfelf without their opinion. Look 
again. Sir, into the refolution which the Council came to when 
they met again, ftating the total infufficiency of their power* 
This, furely, Sir, is an evidence competent to ground this Bill 
upon. We have now got no farther than juft to alter thefe 
two parts, as fl:ated by themfelves. Surely, Sir, that form of 
government which will not proteft your property, ought to be 
altered in fuch a manner as it may be able to do it. 

GENERAL CONWAY— What I intend to fay will not Gcncnl 
delay the Houfe long. [The Houfe being rather noify, the Co«^^y- 
General faid, I beg leave once more to fay a Ihort word.] I 
am very.furc what I intend to fay will little defcrve the atten- 
tion of the Houfe, but the fubjeA is of that importance, that 
it requires it, Tht confequence of this Bill wiU be very im- 
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portant and dangerous. Parliament cannot break into a right 
without hearing the parties. The queftion then is fimply this ; 
Have they been heard ? What ! becaufe the papers fay a murr 
der has been committed, does it follow they have proved it i 
Audi alteram partem is a maxim I have long adhered to ; but i| 
is fomething fo inconfiftent with Parliamentary proceedings 
not to do it, that I am aftonifbed at it. The Council are 
blamed, becaufe they did not give that advice to the Governor 
which he wanted. I think, Sir, the Governor might have 
afted alone, without their affiftance. Gentlemen will confider^ 
that this is not only the charter of Bofton, or of any particu- 
lar part, but the charter of ALL America. A^e the Ameri- 
cans not to be heard ?— Do they not choofe to eonfent and agree 
about appointing an agent ? I think there is no harm, upon 
this occafion, in ftretching a point ; and I would rather hear 
Mr. Bollan as an ^gent of America (though he is a little irre- 
gular in his appointment) fooner than leave it to be faid, that 
this Bill palled without it. The Houfe being vociferous, he 
faid, I am afraid I tire the Houfe with my weak voice ; if that 
is the cafe, I vnll not proceed, but I do think, and it is my 
lincere opinion, that we are the aggreflbrs and innovators, an4 
not the Colonies. We have irritated and forced laws upon 
them for thefe fix or feven years laft paft. We have cnaAed 
fuch a variety of laws, with thefe new taxes, together with 4 
refufal to repeal the trifling duty on tea ; all theie thin^ have 
ferved no other purpofe but to diftrefs and pefplex^ J thini; 
the Americans have done no more than every fubjeft wopld do 
in an arbitrary ftate, where laws are impofed againft their 
will. In my confcience, I think, uxation and legiflation are 
in this cafe inconfiftent. Have you not a legiflative right over 
Ireland ? And yet no one will dare to fay we have a right tq 
tax. Thefe A£ts, refpedting America, will involve this coun« 
try and its Minifters in misfortunes, and I wiih I may not addj 
in ruin. 
LwdNoith. LORD NORTH— I do not confider this matter of regular 
tion to be taking away their charters in fuch manner as is re-» 
prefented; it is a regulation of Government to affift the Crown 1 
it appears to me not to be a matter of political expediency, but 
of neceflity. If it does not ftand upon that ground, it fi^ds 
on nothing. The account which has juft now been read to you 
is an authentick paper, tranfmittcd to Government here, {hew- 
ing that the Council refufed, in every cafe, their afliftance and 
advice j and will this country fit ft ill, when they fee the Colony 
proceeding againft your own fubjefts, tarring and feathering 
your fervants ; denying your laws and authority ; ' refufing 
every direftion ^d advice which you fend ? Arc we^ Sir, fee- 
ing 
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xng aH this, to be filent, and give the Governor no fiipport ? 
Gentlemen fay, let the Colony come to your bar and be heard 
in their defence ; though it is not likely that they will come^ 
when they deny your authority in every inftance. Can we re- 
main in this fitnation long ? We muft effe^hially take fome 
meafure to correft and amend the defefts of that government. 
I have heard fo many different opinions in regard to our con- 
duft in America, I hardly know how to anfwer them. The 
Honorable Gentleman, who fpoke laft, formerly blamed the 
tame and infipid conduA of Government ; now he condemns* 
this meafure as harfh and fevere. The Americans have tarred 
and feathered your fubjefts, plundered your merchants, burnt 
your (hips, denied all obedience to your laws and authority j 
yet fo clement, and fo long forbearing has our condu£l been, 
that it is incumbent on us now to take a different courfe. 
Whatever may be the confequence, we muft rilk fomething ; 
if we do not, all is over. The meafure now propofed, is 
nothing more than taking the election of Councillors oiit of the 
hands of thofe people, who are continually acting in defiance 
and refiftance of your laws. It has alfo been faid by gentle- 
men—fend for the Americans to your bar— give them redrefs a 
twelvemonth hence. Surely, Sir, this cannot be the language 
that is to give efie£hial relief to America ; it is not, I fay again, 
political convenience, it is political neccflity that urges this 
meafure ; if this is not the proper method, fhew me any other 
which is preferable, and I will poftpone it, 

SIR GEORGE YONGE— It remains to me. Sir, that it sir Georfo 
is unanfwered and unanfwerable, what has been advanced by Yonge. 
the Honorable Gentleman who fpoke fecond, that the parties 
ihould be beard, though even at a twelvemonth hence. No- 
thing, Sir, but fatal necefiity can countenance this meafure. 
No body of men ought to be proceeded againft without being 
heard, much lefs ought the regulation of a whole government 
to take place, without the parties attending in their defence 
againft fuch alterations. 

GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE— I fee. Sir, a great difpofi- Covcnior 
tion in this Houfe to proceed in this buiinefs without knowing Johnftonc. 
any thing of the conftitution of America 5 fcveral inconve- 
niences will arife if the Sheriff is to be appointed by the Go- 
vernor ; the jury will of courfe be biaffed by fome influence or 
other 5 fpecial juries will be moft liable to this. [Here the 
Governor gave an account of the different riots which had 
happened in JEngland, and compared them wifh what he called 
the falfe account of thofe from America.] I impute, fays he, 
all the mis£Drtunes which have happened in America^ to the 
taking away the power of the Governor. No man of common 
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fenfe, can apprehend that the Governor would ever have gone 
for two or three days into the country during thefe difturb* 
2nces, if he had had the command of the military power. 
The natural fpirit of man would be fired, in fuch a manner, as 
to adhiate himfelf to fhew refiftance 5 but in this Governor no 
power was lodged. I difapprove much of the meafure which 
is before us, and I cannot think but its confequences will be 
prejudicial. 
Mr.c. Mr. C. JENKINSON— I rife, Sir, only to obferve, that if 

Icnkinfon. the Colony has not that power within itfelf to maintain its own 
peace and order, the Legiflature fhould, and ought to have* 
Let me a£k. Sir, whether the Colony took any ftep, in any 
ihape, to quell the riots and difturbances? No, they took 
none. Let me afk again, whether all the checks and controul 
that are neceffary, are not put into the commifficm of the 
governments ? Much has been faid about hearing the parties^ 
and taking away this chartered right ; I am of opinion, that 
where the right is a high political regulation, you are not in 
that inftance bound to hear them ; but the hearing of parties 
is neceflary where private property. is concerned. It is not only 
In the late proceedings, but in all former, that they have de^ 
nied your authority over them ; they have refufed im>te6tion 
to his Majefly's fubjeAs, and in every inftance difobeyed the 
Jaws of this country j either let this country forfake its trade 
with America, or let us give that due prote^on to it which 
fafcty requires. 
Mr. Hirfii. Mr, HARRIS— I cannot fee. Sir, any reafon for fo unde ai 
feparation between America and England as other gentlemen 
are apt to think there ought to be j that country. Sir, was 
hatched from this ; and I hope we fhall always keep it under 
the (hadow of our wings. It has been faid, no reprefentatioUji 
no taxation. This was the fyftem formerly adopted, but I do 
not find it authorifed in any book of jurifprudence, nor do I 
deem it to be a doftrine either reafonable or conftitutional. I 
infift upon it, they are bound to obey both the Crown and 
Parliament. The lafl: twelve years of our proceedings have 
been a fcene of lenity and inaftivity. Let us proceed and 
mend our method, or elfe I Ihall believe, as an Honorable 
Gentleman has obferved, that we are the aggreflbrs. 
Sir Edwird SIR EDWARD ASTLEY— If we have had a twelve years 
Aftlcy. lenity and inaftivity, I hope we fhall not now proceed to have 
a twelve years cruelty and oppreflion. By the refolution a^d 
firmnefs wliich i perceive in the Houfe, it feems to indicate a 
perfeverance in the meafure now propofed, which I deem to 
be a harfh one5 and unworthy of a Britifh Legiflature^ 
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^ Mr. WARD found fault with the charter being left too Mr. Ward, 
much, as to the execution of its powers, in the people, and he 
could not think the Legiflature was doing any thing which it 
had not a right to do, as he had looked upon all charters to be 
granted with a particular claufe in it, expreffing that it fhould 
not be taken away but by the Parliament. 

GOVERNOR POWNALL— Sir, the few words that I fhall covcrnof 
trouble the Houfe with on this occafion, will be directed fim- Pownaiu 
ply to fa£ts, and to the rcftifying fome matters of faft refpefting 
the conftitution of the province of Maflachufet*s Bay, which 
fome gentlemen, on both fides the Houfe, feem to me to have 
miftaken, and to have miftated. 

As to opinions, I jihall never more trouble the Houfe with 
mine on the fubjeft. While the affairs of America remained 
on that ground, that opinions might operate on meafures of 
policy, I never withheld mine, poor as they may have been — 
I ah^ys avowed them openly and publickly— In this Houfe I 
delivered my fentiments explicitly and direftly. It was my 
duty fo to do— I confidered it as of perfeA obligation ; ahd I 
hope I have fulfilled that duty. I could not but think it a 
matter of imperfeft obligation, even to obtrude my fentiments, 
and the beft information that I could give, in other places, out 
of this Houfe. I hope I have not there exceeded my duty : I 
have expreffed the fame fentiments at all times, and have given 
the fame opinion in what I have written to America — All 
tended to one point ; the pointing out the grounds of reconci* 
liation and peace. 

The cafe at prefent ceafes to be matter of opinion-— it is com« 
to a£kion. The meafure which you are purfuing will be re- 
fifted, not by force, or the effedt of arms, as was faid by an 
Honorable Gentleman on the late occafion, but by a regular 
united fyftem of refiffance. 

I told this Houfe (it is now four years paft) that the people 
of America would refift the tax which lay then upon them**— 
that they would not oppofe power to your power, but that 
they would become impra£ticable. Have they not been fo 
from that time to this very hour ? I tell you now, that they 
will refift the meafures now purfued, in a more vigorous way— 
You will find them prepared for fuch refiftance, not by arms^ 
but by a (yftem of meafures. The Committees of Corre^ 
fpondence in the different provinces are in conftant conununi- 
cation*— they do not truft the conveyance of the Pof^-office-— 
they have fet up a Conftitutional Covrier, which will fooo 
grow up to the fuperfeding of your Poft-ofiice. As foon as 
intelligence of thefe affairs reach them, they will judge it ne- 
ceffary to communicate with each other. It will be found in- 
convenient 
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tonvenient and ineffefhial fo to do by letters— they muft c6n- 
fer. They will hold a conference — ^and to what thefe com-* 
mittees, thus met in congrefs, will grow up, I will not fay* 

On the other pointy fhould matters ever come to arms, you 
will hear of other <^fficers than thofe appointed by your Go- 
vernors. When matters once come to that, it will be, as it 
was in the late civil wars of this country, of little confequence 
to difpute who were the aggreflbrs — that will be merely matter 
of opinion. It is of more confequence at this moment fo to 
a£t-<-to take fuch meafures — ^that no fuch misfortune may come 
into event. 

I hope the Houfe will excufe my trefpaf&ng on thcit pji- 
ticnce — ^it is the laft time that I fhall fpeak on this fubjeA. If, 
however, the knowledge which my fituation muft neceflarily 
have fupplied me with, can enable me to be of any ufe in 
matter of information, on any points which come before you, 
I {hall conflantly attend in my place, and in my place be ready 
to anfwer any queftions on fuch matter, as any gentleman may 
wifh to receive information upon, as far as I may be able to 
inform him ; and in this light I beg leave to ftate, that al- 
though by the charter of the province of Maffachufet*s jBay the 
Governor is obliged to take with him, not fimply the advice, 
but the confent of the Council, in the nomination of judges and 
other civil officers — ^yet it is from the power of the Gover- 
nor's commiffion held under the broad feal, that all the com^* 
miffions in the province are derived ; and ceafe with the de* 
termination of that commiffion. All thofe officers, except 
the Attorney General, even the Sheriffs, which an Honorable 
Gentleman had conceived not to be fo, and which the prefent 
propofed Bill direfts to be appointed and removed by the Go^^ 
vernor, are according to the powers and privileges of the pre* 
fejit charter, appointed by the Governor in council. The 
difference is, that in thofe governments which are eftaUifhed 
by the King's patent commbSions, the whole aA of appoint* 
ment is in die Governor— which aft, indeed, he is by his in* 
ftruftions direfted to do in the Aft. He is the fole efficient 2 
he may advife with the Council, but he is not bound to take 
their confent— he is not incompetent to the aft, without their 
confent. His commiffion gives him full power to aft— if he 
afts without the advice of his Council, he does indeed break 
through his inftruftions, and may incur his Majeft/s difplea*> 
fure 5 but yet the appointment is good to all intents and pur*- 
pofes. The firft is the aft of legal power derived from the 
commiffion ; the fecond, is a matter prudential, with which 
the mode of the aft is properly and wifely accompanied. 

tn 
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ment and grief, proceedings adopted againft tlvcnii which| In 
violation of the firft principles of juftice, and of the laws of 
the land, inflift the fevereft punifhments, witliout hearing the 
accufed. Upon the fame principle of injufticc, a Bill is how 
brought in, which, under the profcflion of better regulating 
the government of the Maflachufet's Bay, is calculated to de- 
prive a whole province,, without any form of trial, of its char- 
tered rights, loleiunly fecurcd to it by mutual compact be- 
tween tlie Crown and the people. The Petitioners are well 
informed, that a charter fo granted, was never before altered, 
or refumed^but upon a fiill and fair hearing ; that therefore 
the prefent proceeding is totally unconf^itutional, and fets an 
example wluch renders every charter in Great Britain and Ame- 
rica utterly mfecure. The appointment and removal of the 
Judges at the pleafure of a Governor, with falaries payable by 
the Crown, puts the property, liberty, and life of the fubjeft^ 
depending upon judicial integrity, in his power. The Peti- 
tioners perceive a fyflem of judicial tyranny deliberately at 
tliis day impofed upon them, which, from the bitter expe- 
rience of its intolerable injuries, has been abolifhed in this 
country ; of the fame unexampled and alarming nature is the 
Bill, which, under tlie title of a more impartial Adminiftra- 
tion of juftice in the Province of Maffachufet's Bay, empowers 
the Governor to withdraw offenders from juftice in tlie faid. 
province, holding out to the foldiery an exemption from legal 
profecution for murder, and, in cfteft, fubjcfting that colony 
to military execution : the Petitioners entreat the Houfe to 
condder what muft be the confequence of fending troops, not 
really under the controul of the civil power, and unamenable 
to thi' law, among a people whom they have been induftrioufly 
taught, by the incendiary arts of wicked men, to regard as 
dcfcrving eveiy fpecies of infult and abufe ; the infults and in- 
juries of a lawlcfs foldiery are fuch as no free people can long 
endure j :{iu\ the Petitioners apprehend, in the confcqucnces 
of this Bill, the horrid outrages of military oppreflion, fol- 
lowed by the defolation of civil commotions ; the difpenfing 
power which this Bill intends to give to the Governor, ad- 
vanced as he is already above the law, and not liable to any 
impeachment from the people he may opprefs, muft conftitutc 
him an abfolute tyrant j that the Petitioners would be utterly 
unworthy of the Englifli anceftry why:h is tlicir claim and 
pride, if they did not feel a virtuous indignation at the re- 
proach of difaffcfdon and rebellion, with which they have 
been cruelly afperfed ; they can with confidence fay, no im- 
putation was ever lefs dcfcrvcd ^ they appeal to the experience 
of a century^ iu which the glory, the honor^ the profperity 
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impartial trial to be fecuredi which I think is already done ia 

the Colonies without meddling with the appeal for murder, 

Mr. Skyn- Mr. SKY NNER — Sir, I only rife to explain, that the ap» 

Bcf* peal for murder may be reduced to a civil aAion } that there 

alfo lies an appeal in robbery and rape ; and if the woman 

who liad been injured, when the man was under the gallows 

to be hanged, fhould marry him, he would, by the ancient 

law be favcd, bccaufe all her civil right would be vefled in 

her hufliand by that act, and therefore compenfated for as 

fuch 5 by that a£l Qie vefts thofe civil rights, which he had 

d#prived her of, in him as her huiband. 

Mr. Wallace withdrew the claufe for the appeal for mur- 
der. 
Mr. R. Mr. R. FLTLLER — Sir, I am the more convinced by what 

Jullcr. I ]^^vg heard lo-day, that the whole law relative to the appeal 
for murder, ought to be repealed. I will therefore give no- 
tice, on fome future day, when I {hall make the motjon. 
Mr. Dun- Mr. DUNNING deiired to know, whetlier his Learned 
«"««• Friend (Mr. Wallace) had made any provifion againft a faulty 

iiididment. 
Mr.Waiiacc Mr. WAIXACE faid, he had not, as he did not think it 
necelTary *, that if the prifoner returned, he might there be in- 
dicted again. 
Mr. Dun. ^r. DUNNING faid, fo then it is intended that the pri- 
•* ibncr may go over agam if he chufes. 

Mr. Wallacb then brought up a claufe for continuing that 
Aft for three years, to commence from the end of June next, 
and to the end of the next feflion of Parliament after the three 
years. 

The Bill was^ then ordered tQ be engrofled. 

May 2. Sir George Saville moved for <« Leave to bring 
tip a petition from feveral natives of America, complaining 
againft the two Bills relative to MajQacbufet's Bay, alledging, 
that the deftroying of the charter rights, without hearing t^ 
parties, was a dangerous fyftem of jndiciail tyranny." The 
petition was brought up, and ordered to lie: on the table ; af- 
ter which the Bill for regulating the Civil Government of the 
Province of Mailachufet's Bay was moved to be read a third 
time. 

The following is a Copy of the Petitmi 

cc TIJAT the Petitioners are again conftrained to complain 
to the Houfe of two Bills, which, if carried into execution, 
will be fatal tp the. rights, liberties, and peace of all America { 
and that, the FetitioneTs have already feen^ with equal aftoniih- 
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totally cnflaved, or compdlecl into a conteft the moft fliocking 
and unnatural with a Parent State, which has ever been the ob- 
jeft of their veneration and their love ; they intreat the Houfe 
to coniider that the reftraints which examples of fuch fcverity 
and injuftice interpofe, are ever attended with moft dangerous 
hatred. In a diftrefs of mind which cannot be defcribed, the 
Petitioners conjure the Houfe not to convert that aeal and af- 
&Aion which have hitherto united every American hand and 
keart in the interefts of England, into paflions the moft painful 
and pernicious ; moft eameftly they befcech the Houfe, not to 
attempt likktcing them to a ftate of flavery, which the Engiiih 
principles. of liberty they inherit from their Mother Country 
will render Worfe than death 5 and therefore praying the Houfe 
will not, by paffing thefe Bills, overwhelm them with afflid^ion,- 
and reduce their countrymen to the moft abjcft ftate of mifcry 
and humiliation, or drive them to the laft rcfources of defpair *' 

Mr. DUNNING— There fecms to me to be a fyilem of ty- Mr. Dgb. 
ranny adopted throughout the whole of the three Bills which '^^ 
have been brought into this Houfe, one of which is paiTed, and 
the other two are now under confideration. While the firft 
propofition ftood iingle, I mean the Bofton Port Bill, I did not 
think it of fufficient magnitude to oppofe it, till it was followed. 
by thefe two others. It now appears to me that the inhabit- 
ants of Bofton are much in the fame condition as prifoncrs fur- 
rendering at difcretion, as it is in the power of the Miniftcr to 
allow or difallow the reftoration of its port and trade. [He then 

give a long hiftory to the Houfe of the manner in which the 
ills had been moved for and brought in ; he animadverted to 
the contents of the three Bills, and commented on the pre- 
amble of the Bill before the Houfe.] I have not, faid he, 
heard of, nor do I fee any overt aft or reafon ftated in the 
preamble of this Bill, fo as to authorife the fcvere punifhments 
which it enafts ; but we are now, I find, in poflcilion of the 
whole of that fatal fecret, which viras intended as a correftive. 
for all the difturbances in Ameriet ; but it does not appear to 
be either peace or the olive-branch— it is war, fevere revenge, 
and hatred againft our own fubjcfts. We are now come to that 
fatal dilemma, reiirt, and we will cut your throats ; fubmit, 
and we will tax you-— fuch is the reward' of obedience. There- 
appears to me nothing of a fyftem or plan throughout the 
whole, that have ever been adopted or intended, becaufe the 
Bills have been fo altered, in the Committee, that tliL-re is fcarcc 
a word remaining of the original plan, if there had been any j 
the preamble of the Bill now before us feoms to have a pre- * 
fumption of open refiftance, of which no proof has as yet been 
hadj or appeared at your bar^ fo as to countenance fuch an 
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afTcrtion ; if, indeed, that military goard, which was appointed 
by the town, had been employed in the manner as the pre* 
amble mentions, it might then have been deemed an open re« 
iiftance, but nothing of that kind happened ; the whole reii(b» 
ance that was made was by a few of the mob urged on by the 
impetuofity of riot and diftiirbance. Had any thing appeared 
that bore the leaft fimilarity to treafon or rebellion, my Honor- 
a^le and Learned Friends would have told us that it was treafon^ 
and I will give them credit for their willingnefs upon fuch aa 
occafion ; but if there was treafon, there were traitors, and 
they would have been known and puniihed ; and if not known, 
they would at leaft have been enquired after ; but as no en* 
quiry has yet been fet on foot, I will be bold to fay, there 
was neither treafon nor traitors. Wc feem to be in a ftrange 
condition, not knowing whom we liave to deal with, nor ia 
what manner to aA. If gentlemen will look into the charter, 
it will be feen that the Governor complained without caufe of 
the want of power; it was the ignorance of the Governor j he 
had power, but did not know it ; and I think that the gentle** 
men who had the planning of thefe Bofton Bills, have made 
alterations in the government of MaiTachufet's Bay, without the 
previous ceremony of knowing the old one. Tliere muft be, 
smd certainly is, a complete legiflative power vefted in the AC* 
iembly of the province, to have given this power to the Go-i 
vcrnor, had the charter been deficient, I mean for the prcferv- 
ation of peace and good order. [He fpoke a long time to 
prove that the conftitutionofMaflachufet's Bay was in no manner 
defeAivc, but that the defef): was owing to fome unknown 
caufe ; and, fays he, to what, I profefs I do not know.] When 
1 talk of the Minifter, I mean to fpeak with all due refpeft to 
the Noble Lord, though I do not confider /him as the imme^ 
diate aftor of all this. I know not the age, the perfon, or the 
fex, but that I may not he wrong, I will ufe the language of 
A£b5 of Parliament, which I imagine will comprehend, and will 
fey, he, (he, or they ; to that perfon or perfons alone do I 
mean to addrefs myfelf. Let me afk, fays he, whether thefe 
fliifchiefs arifmg from the charter are peculiar to MafTachufet'a 
Bay ? Are there not deficiencies in others ? yet, it is faid, an 
alteration is necefTary tn make the charter conformable to thet 
Royal Government. Now do you know that when you have 
altered it, it will not be diffimilar to many of the others, when 
the ignorance of the government of one province appears to me 
to be as great in thoie who are to alter it, as in the others. I 
find great fault. Sir, that the whole of this arrangement is to 
be under the direction of the Crown ; and that the whole civil 
md military power of that country is 1 9 be totally at the dif* 
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pofal of the Minifters of this. I really thmk the motto of this 
Bill fhoald have been Tua Cafar dtas. He then went through 
the dificrent claufes of the Bill, obje£ling principallj againft 
the prifoners being brought over here, as contained in the laft 
Bill ; and that difficulties would arife which would convince 
gentlemen who had a concern in the management of thefc 
affairs, that what they had done had tended to difunite the 
afieftions of the American fubjedls froin this country ; and, in- 
ftead of promoting peace, order, and obedience, would pro- 
duce nothing but clamour, difcontcnt, and rebellion* 

SIR WILLIAM MEREDITH faid, that if neceffity gave aSir Wiifiw 
right to tax America, the ftate of our finances at the clofe of ^'*="*^*^ 
the laft war fully juflified the Stamp A&.. That he acknow- 
ledged the fupremacy of Great Britain over America ; but that 
the Legifbture of a free country mufl not, in taxation, or any 
other aft of power, deprive the fubjeft of his right to freedom 
m pcrfon and property. The fccurity an Engliiliman has in 
property ccnfiils in this *, that no tax can be impofed upon him 
but by the very Members of Parliament who pay the tax them- 
f!dves, equally with all thofe on whom they impofe it \ that no 
man had any thing he could call his own, if another could take 
his property, and ufe it, either for his advantage, or in order 
to prevent the diminution of his own fortune } but that fuch 
taxes only might be raifed as were confequential to regulations 
of trade— *fuch were port duties. That a tax fimilar to that 
upon tea was impofed by the a5th of Charles II. fince that time 
upon melafTeSy and other articles, which the Americans had 
acquiefced in. That he (Sir William) never approved the tax 
upon tea \ had oppofcd it, as he would always oppofe the taxa- 
tion of America. But now, that the Americans had not only 
f efifted the AA of Parliament, but laid violent hands on the 
merchants property, it was high time to regulate the courfe of 
juftice, fo that our merchants might trade thither with fecurity. 
That the prefent Regulation Mis went no further. That they 
efiabliihed the trial by jury in America the fame as in England ; 
whereas the juries were now appointed according to the mere 
will aad pleafure of the deleft Men, fome of whom had been 
forward in committing thofe excefles that occafioned the pr&« 
ient uneafin^fles. That the Council was now appointed by the 
AiTcmbly, and could controul every ad of the Governor ; the 
execution therefore of every law enaded by the Britiih Pariia* 
ment, waS: at their option ; but that all executive power mmft 
be fobfervknt to the legifktite, otherwife the Legiflature itfidf 
wodd be a mere cypher. We muft therefore either relinq«nfli 
at once the tight of ena^^ laws, or take the execution of 
tbem out of the bands of thofe that have denied our authority 
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to make them. That we had better break at once all comiedioii« 
with America, than encourage our merchants to trade thither 
witliout the full protection of the laws of their country, both 
in fecoring their effedls, and in obtaining redrefs for fuch in« 
juries as they may fuftain* 
Mt Stanley. Mr. STANLEY— Thefe Bills certainly affeft the interior 
policy of America, and are intended for the better regulation of 
its internal government. Whatever may be the opinion of that 
propriety of regulation with the Americans, I know not ; but 
their fubmiilion to the laws of fome country is neceiTary, as I 
cannot conceive the independence of an American colony to 
exift, whilfl the balance of power remains in Europe, fupported 
and protefted by armies and navies. Thefc people muft refort 
to fome State, and it muft be to a Proteftant one ; and were 
they to unite themfelves with any other State than this, thef 
would meet with a yoke and burden which they would not wifh 
to bear. It is faid by fome, that this is driving them to a ftate 
of flavery ; by others, that this proceeding wiU be inefFedbual* 
As to the latter, if we do not go far enough, we are certainly on 
the right fide ; but I cannot fit ftill, and fee with indifference 
the authority of this country fubmitting to every indignity they 
fhall ofcr us. There are but two ways of governing mankind^ 
by Force, or by Confent. Mankind are to be governed by 
legal power, a^ng by prefcribed rules of law and juftice ; and 
a meafure eftablifhed on this doArine, deferves the concurrence 
of the Houfe. [Here he gave a long account of the rife of the 
American Government, and (hewed, that an inattention to it* 
in its infancy, had induced the Americans fo to think of them- 
felves, as to throw the Government into a wild democracy ; 
that it was not till after the Reftoration that any degree of at- 
tention was paid them : He then read an extraA from fome old 
papers, ihewing that the Americans had, fo long ago as King 
William's time, refiifed obedience to the prerogative in many 
inftances.] America, fays he, is not now to be governed as it 
might be a hundred years ago ; and how is it poifible that the 
Council fhouldy in any ihape, have power, when it appears^ 
that if any perfon, of moderate paffions towards the degree of 
refpeA or authority to this country, is chofen of the Council* 
and is inclined to afM the Governor, he has always foon aflec 
been difplaced ? Let me afk gentlemen, if the property of the 
fubjefb of this country had been injured in FrancCi would they 
have thought it a prudent conduA to have fat ftill and done no- 
thing I I had much rather that this difpute had pafTed nine 
yeiurs sigo, but I would rather meet the attack now than nine 
years hence i and I ibould blame myfdf much iff by any vote 
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of mine, I fhould feparate fo valuable a province from thi$ 
country. 

HON. T; TOWNSHEND— The importance of this fubjcft, Mr. T. 
and the melancholy confequences which are likely to cnfue^ Townflicni 
deferve the attention of this Houfe. I am not in a hurry to 
adopt the opinion of Adminiftration, but I fhould be the lowcft 
wretch upon earth if I fuffcred private opinion to be fmothered. 
I was determined to give fupport to the moft plaufible method 
that was propofed, and I will fay, as to this method, Si quid 
fiovi/li re8ius tftiusy candidus imperti, J! mn^ his uteri mecum, I am 
much averfe to the meddling with charters, but when I fee the 
inconveniences that arife from the town-meetings, I don't think 
myfelf unreafonable in wifliing to adopt an amendment. I think 
the juries are properly altered, according to the conftitution of 
this country, nor have I any objeftion to men being brought 
over to England to be tried, if it is impoffible to find men of 
cool difpofition and proper temper to try them in that country ; 
and if I fee this Bill left to the execution of the abilities of 
General Gage, I fear not the fuccefs of it. I remember. Sir, 
that men who were the moft violent in oppofition to the Stamp 
Aft, at the time it was agitating, afterwards, when they found 
it was likely to pafs, were applying for Stamp-Mafters places. 
I wiftied much. Sir, to have coupled this meafure with another ; 
I mean the repeal of the tea tax, which we might have done 
without fhewing the Icaft timidity, but (hall content .myfelf 
with giving my affirmative to the prefent Bill before you. 

COL. B ARRE — ^The queftion now before us is, whether Col. Barren 
we will chufe to bring over the affeftions of all our Colonies by- 
lenient meafures, or to wage war with them ? I fhall content 
myfelf with ftating — [Here he gave a long hiftory in what 
manner Mr. Grenville, as an able financier, wiftied to fearch 
for means to liberate this country from its load of debts] that 
when the Stamp Aft was repealed, it produced quiet and eafe : 
Was it then in the contemplation of any fober, honeft mind, 
that any other tax would be laid on for at leaft a century ? He 
blamed the late Mr. C. Townihend, with all his eloquence, for 
loading America with a tax ; nor was he, faid he, fufliciently 
cautious in choofing proper Commiffioners for executing his 
truft ; it was this which difgufted the inhabitants of Bofton, and 
there has been nothing but riots ever fince. It is the duty of the 
governing ftatc to correft errors and wrong opinions. [Here 
he read ieveral extrafts of Mr. Dickinfon's (of Philadelphia) 
book, entitled. Farmers Letters.] Ycu fent over troops, faid 
he, ixH768, and in 1770 you were obliged to recall thenu 
The people were fired at by a lawlefs foldiery, and feven or 
eight innocent perfons were killed. They were carried about 
Vol. VII. I i the 
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the town is vldims of your revenge, to incite the compaffion 
of the friends and relations of the deceafcd, and next morning 
you were forced to order the troops out of town. He con- 
demned much the behaviour of Governor Hutchinfon, as an 
accomplice in the prefent difturbances, and commended much 
the behaviour of Governor Tryon, who, knowing that he could 
only land the tea at the muzzle of his guns, prudently fent it 
back to England. All other Colonies, he laid, had behaved 
with nearly the fame degree of reiiftance, and yet you point 
all your revenge at Dofton alone ; but I think you will very 
foon have the reft of the Colonies on your back. You have 
blocked up the port of Bofton ; I fupported you in that, and I 
think I have no great guilt on that head, as I thought it was si 
meafure adopted to produce a compromife for the damage the 
Eaft India Company had fuftained. You propofe, by this BUI, 
to make the Council of Bofton nearly fimilar to thofe of the 
other Royal Governments ; have not the others behaved in as 
bad a manner as Bofton ? And it is my opinion, that the office 
of Council, being chofcn by the Crown, will become fo odious^ 
that vou will not get a refpcftable man that dares to accept of it^ 
unlets you have tlie military officers forthe Council, whom I think, 
in my confcicnce, will behave well. Let me aik again, what 
ftcurity the reft of the Colonies will have, that upon the leaft 
pretence of difobcdicnce, you will not take away the AfTembly 
from the next of them that is refraftory. [Here he blamed 
the Houfe very much for not receiving the petition of Mr. 
BoUan, who, he faid, had correfponded with the New Coun- 
cil, and had been allowed and received at the public offices as 
Agent for the Colonies.] Why, fays he, will you pretend to 
alter the charter of that conftitution, of which you know not 
its prefent form of government ; for, he faid, he had obferved 
that the late Governor of Bofton (Governor Pownall) had 
been, during the dittcrent ftages in which the Bill had been 
debated, going from lide to iide of the Houfe, to give inform- 
ation about the government and its bws, many of which he ro* 
mcmbered ; fome few the Governor had forgot. In France, 
Sir, it is a cuftom, faiil he, to judge upon one-ftxth, feventh, or 
eighth of a proof — the unfortunate Calas, of Thouloufe, wa» 
condemned upon eight hcarfays, which in France amounted to 
a proof; but, furcly, a Britifh Houfe of Commons will not 
condemn on fuch evidence ; and I hope never to fee Thouloufe 
arguments [here a Member obferved he meant too loofe argu- 
ments] admitted a^ proof here. I do not know of any pre- 
cedent for this Bill — ii is impoflible to put it in execution — and 
I will tell the Houfe a ftory that happened to us when we 
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marched at Ticondcrogaj *f iTic InhabitaJfrts 6f thft ftWih 
looked upon the officers of the corps as men of fupcrior beitigs 
to themfelves, and the youngeft amongft them, I will anfwer 
for It, was highly treated, and indulged by the feir fcx to the" 
utmoft of our wifhes, even their wives and daughters wo»e at 
our fervice ;** and if the fame degree of civility prevails, think 
you that it is poffible the execution of this Bill can even be ob- 
served by your army ? I was of the profeffion myfelf, and I beg 
. leaveto tell the Houfe that I am no defertcr from it. I was 
forced out of it by means which a man of fpirit could not fub- 
mit to. I take this opportunity to fay again, that I am no de- 
ferter from my profeffion. [Here it was ftrongiy imagmed, that 
the Colonel meant to give a broad hint to Adminiftration, tliat 
the line of his profeffion was not difagreeable to him.] I think 
this Bill is, in every (hape, to be condemned ; for that laW 
which (hocks Equity is Reafon's murderer ; and all the pro» 
teftion that you mean to give to the military, whilft in the exe- 
cution of their duty, will ferve but to make them odious ; and 
what is fo to others, will foon become {o to themfelves. I 
would rather fee General Gage inveflcd with a power of paf- 
don, than to have men brought over here to be tried ; and the 
ftate of the cafe upon the trial, I mean in America, would, 1 
am lure, juftify fuch pardon. You are, by this Bill, at war 
with your Colonies ; you may march your troops from North 
to South, and meet no enemy ; but the people there will foon 
turn out, like the fuUcn Hollanders, a fet of fturdy rebels ; a 
perpetual exertion of your authority will foon ruin you ; there** 
fore, let me advife you to defift. Let us but look a little into 
our behaviour. When we are infulted by France and Spain^ 
we negociate — ^when we difpute with our Colonies, we prepare 
our fhips and our troops to attack them. It has been the lan- 
guage of a noble Lord, that when America is at our feet, wc 
will forgive them, and tax them j but let me recommend le^- 
nient meafures, and to go cap in hand to your fubjefts 5 if you 
do not, you will ruin them. The great Minifler of this coun- 
try (Lord Chatham) always went cap in hand to all : his mea- 
fures were lenient and palliative ; but we have now adopted 
another fyftem. In the one Houfe of Parliament we have 
paflcd the Rubicon, in the other delenda tji Carthago, pic 
gave a hiftory here of the diffia'ent ftate of finance in WMch 
France was 5 that it was fuper'or in ever) degree to this coun- 
try 5 that their eftabliihments were lower in poiht of expence-; 
and that France was more rea-ly and fit to go to war than we 
were ; and that during thefe trorIbi'.:^: with our Coloniies, France 
t^rould not He quiet ;2-*but \ fee notiiing, fays he, in the pre- 
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.ient meafiires but inhumanity^ * injuftlce, and ^ckednefs^ 
and I fear that the hand of heaven will fall down on this 
•country with the fame degree of revenge. 
Mr. S. Fox.. Mr. S. FOX — ^I rife. Sir, with an utter deteftation and ab- 
horrence of the prefent meafures. It is afferted by many 
gentlemen, that thefe meafures are adopted to keep up the re- 
gard of the people, but I can by no means acquiefce in that^ 
all thefe Bills have no qualities relative to thofe lenient mea- 
fures. As to the fecond Bill, it has a moft wanton and wicked 
.purpofe } we are either to treat the Americans as fubjeAs or as 
rebels. If we treat them as fubje£ls, the bill goes too far ; if 
as rebels, it does not go far enough. They have never yet 
fubmitted, and I truft they never will. We have refiifed to 
hear the parties in their defence, and we are going to deftroy 
their charter without knowing the conftitutiou of their govern- 
ment. I am utterly again ft fuch meafures as thefe, which can 
tend to nothing but to raife diuurbancc and rebellion, 
lord Car- LORD CARMARTHEN — I do not mean to trefpafs long 
earthen. ^^ ^j^jg j^^^j. pf ^j^^ night } but there is not a perfon in the 
world a ftranger to the praftices carried on in America, with a 
direA intention to throw off their dependance on this country. 
The oppoiition which they fomented, was not made on account 
of the tax, but a fyftematick meafure of oppofition to every part 
of the law of this country. It might have been thought by fo- 
ber-minded people, that the repeal of the Stamp Aft would 
have bi ought them back to a fenfe of their duty : but, alas ! 
Sir, it had a contrary effeft. [He read an extrad of a letter 
from Governor Bernard, fetting forth, that upon ** coercive 
meafures being adopted in this country, the Americans feemed 
to give an acquiefcence ; but whenever lenient ones were the 
iyflem of Adminiftration, they have always been turbulent and 
riotous.*'] It has been obferved. Sir, by an Honorable Gen- 
.tleman (Colonel Barre) that a great Minifter (Lord Chatham) 
proceeded upon cap-in-hand meafures. I do not agree with 
him on that point, as I never heard that Minifter celebrated 
for that part of his charafter. I always underftood that his 
meafures were deemed fpirited and vigorous, and that he was 
the fartheft man in the world from making ufe of cap4n4iand 
meafures ; his charafter was of a far different nature. But I 
refer the Houfe to all the panegjTicks that have been pafled on 
that noble Lord, for coniirming what 1 fay. But, Sir, the 
time may foon come, when that noble Lord will have an op- 
portunity, in the other Houfe of Parliament, to adopt and 
.make ufe of thofe cap-in-lu. -d meafures which the Honorable 
Gentleman has juft 11 c attributed to him> as a p^urt of his 
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charaAer j but I greatly fear his fyftem wUl be of a different 
kind. 

Mr. ST. JOHN— —I rife, Sir, to take up a few minutes of Mr. St. 
the Houfe's time, and to make a few ohfervations upon what Jo^n.^ 
has been faid. It has been ftatcd that this Bill is taking away 
all the rights of the Americans in one day, and that it is a total 
deftruAion of their charter. What is this. Sir, but a groft 
mifreprefentation of Parliamentary proceedings ? I hold it. Sir, 
imprudent to meddle with chartered rights, but in calbs where 
the rights of that charter are excrciled to the detriment and 
injury of the people. Sir, Parliament has faved America from 
the jaws of tyranny, by amending their Conftitution ; and ta 
fay that we have no right to alter their Government for fuch 
purpofe, appears to me the higheft abfurdity ; we are perpe- 
tually altering and ameliorating our own Conftitution, upon 
emergencies ; is there then no emergency at this prefent in- 
ftant, when your ofBcers are obliged to take ihelter in your 
callle ; when the magiflrates refufe to execute their authority 
to keep the peace } when your fhips are plundered, and your 
trade obftrufted ; ;ind whenever a perfon endeavours to reform 
the Conftitution of that country, he incurs nought but pains 
and penalties ? Is it no defe^, that the inhabitants, when they 
meet to chcofe their officers of the town, that they determine 
upon points that go to the very vitals of the Conftitution ? Not 
to correct thefe deficiencies in their Conftitution, but to give 
up the points which they contend for, would be a bafe furren- 
der of the rights of pofterity. It has been faid, this law is par- 
tial, but that that partiality is applicable only to the people of 
J^fton, who have been the ringleaders of the whole difturb^ 
anccs ', that it is flow, I alfo agree, becaufe meafures of this 
fort, when adopted on the line of fecurity, proceed with an at- 
tentive ftep. But I cannot agree that the mcafure is hoftile ; 
if it is, it is hoftility adopted for the prevention of bloodftied. 
Have we not been provoked to this from the manifold injuries 
which this country has received ? It is not. Sir, the ftrength of 
Americaf that we dread i they have neither men, army, nor 
navy. Wliat then have we to fear— do we dread the lofs of 
our trade ? No, Sir, the avarice of the Americans will prevent 
that. They threaten us with not paying their debts 5 but I am 
afraid, if we give way to them, they will not allow that they 
owe us any : however. Sir, let us not proceed weakly nor vio- 
lently, but with refolution 2nd firmnefs. I approve of the; 
fyftem that is adopted ; and will, regard to a fair and impartial 
Jrial in that country, 1 think it 'i*.;*^ only improbable but impofJ* 
iiblei I therefore wiih well to tl.:: vrjf'^n; Tilh 
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Mf. Byng. Mr. BYNG — I am forry, Sir, to find that we are not now 
proceeding in our judicial capacity, but in our legiflative one j 
I could wifh that we inftilled into the meafure more judgment, 
and lefs of our power. It is faid this meafure is adopted to 
prevent bloodfhed ; is it then that you fend armies tliere for 
that purpofe ? It has been faid, that Parliament has bowed its 
head to every Minifter as often as meafures have been adopted. 
It bowed when the Stamp Aft was made; it bowed when it was 
repealed ! I wifh, however, in this prefent inftance, it would 
for once not be quite fo civil. It has been faid, that thefe Bills 
are for amending the Conftitution. Will gentlemen call that 
Jimendment a good one, which direfts, that the Judges places 
(hall be at the difpofal of the Cro^vn ? Surely not. It has been 
faid. Sir, there has been treafon and traitors, but that the 
traitors arc not known. There can be no treafon without trai- 
tors, therefore endeavour to find out the traitors firft, that they 
may be punifhcd, to fave the deftruftion of a whole innocent 
people. It has been urged, that this Bill is only for a fhort 
time; but the fame argument that operates for its continuance 
for an hour, will operate equally for its perpetuity. 

llr.RJgby. Mr. RIGBY — I rife, Sir, onlyjuft to contradift: an opinion 
which has been imbibed, that, in the debate the other day, i 
wifhed to tax Ireland. I only ufed it as an argument in my 
fpcech to tax America, but never expreflicd a wifh that it was 
proper to tax it. It has alfo been obferved, that I treated re* 
quifition in a ridiculous light ; I did fo ; and I think any re-« 
quifition to the Americans for their quota of their taxesf, would 
be both ridiculous and inefreftual. But the Honorable Gen- 
tleman's (Mr.Barre) ideas of reqiiifition, go no further than fur- 
nifhing provifion for a regiment. The Honorable Gentleman 
has taken three or four days to confider of my fpeech, in order 
to give it an anfwer. I fay fland and deliver, to the Ameri- 
cans, jufl as much as I fay to my conflituents, when I give my 
vote to paffingthe land-tax bill ; but the Honorable Gentleman 
was very defirous to have a lling at me. I defire. Sir, to fup- 
port the prefent Miniilry, becaufe I regard them ; becaufc I 
have refpoft for their abilities and rcfolution. That great Mi^ 
nifter. Sir, who has been fo much famed for cap-in-hand 
meafures, did make his country too big for any one, even 
himfelf, to govern. There is not a fymptom that any of the 
people out of doors are difpleafed with our meafures ; but I am 
told quite the contrary. America, at this inftant, is a down* 
right anarchy 5 let us give it a government. I always, Sir, 
f^>eak when I like, and hold my tongue when I think proper i 
and whatever weight and force I may have been reprefented t6 
har^j connefted with my friends, I would give it in fupport of 
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the noble Lord ; I would vote. Sir, for thefe meafures, was I 
upon my oath, which feems now to be the fafhionable parlia* 
mentary teft (alluding to thofe obic£lions he always made to the 
oath of the Committee appointed to try controverted elec- 
tions); and whether I am upon my honor, or my oath, i 
will give a hearty concurrence to thefe meafures. 

GENERAL CONWAY — I would not take up the time of Cmcmi 
the Houfe at this late hour of the night, but for a very fliort Conway, 
word. I did never maintain tliat Great Britain had no right to 
tax America ; I faid that taxation and Icgiflation had no connec- 
tion ; I allowed that we had an abftracl right to tax Ireland, and 
alfo America, in the Declaratory Acl j but I do not know the 
time when it will be proper and right fo to tax. This meafurc 
will throw us into great difficulties, which I do not know when 
we ihall get out of. The tax of tea docs nothing for our revenue, 
it is no objeft ; as long as you continue the doftrine of taxing 
America, yoy will never be at reft. Where is this olive branch 
I have heard fo much talk about ? It is not to be found in thefe 
meafures. I do not wifli to fee the military protefted from the 
laws of their country } if they cpmmit an oftcnce, why not leave 
them open in the fame manner as others are ? I have faid, 
•« that we arc the aggreffors," and I fay fo ftill ; after fo many 
innovations of the Stamp Aft, and other taxes, I am for cap- 
in-hand meafures, for lenity and tendernefs to the Americans. 
There is an univerfal right in perfons to be heard at this Bar 
in judicial cafes, when they apply for it ; but I rife, Sir, only 
to lament what I cannot prevent ; and that this fpirit may be 
rightly direfted, I do hope that the Americans will wait and 
flay till better times i for I think it is better to have peace with 
America, and war with all the world, than be at war with 
America ; becaufc, if they are in peace with us, they will con- 
tribute to fupport us in time of war. 

LORD G. GERMAINE— I hope I {hall be excufcd. Sir, Lord Gcrv 
for trefpaffing a few minutes on the Houfe. I fhould be forry ^«^'n*"**r . 
to be a fupporter of thofe meafures, which are tended wicked 
and tyrannical ; but as I cannot think tliat this Bill has the in- 
tention of any fuch defigns, I fhall readily adopt it. The trial 
of the military has been much objcdted to. What is it, Sir, 
but a proteftion of innocence ? Will you not wifli for that. 
Sir ? America, at this inftant, is nothing but anarchy and con- 
fufion. Have they any one meafure but what depend^ upon 
the will of a lawlefs multitude ? Where are the courts of juftice? 
Shut up. Where are your judges ? One of them taking refuge 
in your coun. Where are your Council i Where is your Go- 
vernor ? All of them intimidated by a lawlefs rabble. Can 
thefe men expeA a fair trial i No, Sir, at prefent they have 
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no cxifteiice as any part of the executive power. It is objefted^* 
that the Judges receive their falaries from the Crown, and not 
from the people. It is to me a furprife, that any gentleman 
could think ferioufly a moment, that this Government wanted 
no amendment. It has been faid, give up the tea tax : Can 
you give up the tea tax, without the conftitution ? Support your 
fupremacy, whatever you do ; legiflation cannot but be part of 
it. It has been obferved, that we negociated about Falkland's 
Ifland ; I wifh, Sir, we could negociate with the Americans 
upon the fame terms. If they would do as the Spaniards did^ 
that is, difown the faft, and give up the point in queftion, we 
might then negociate. The Americans, it is true, have made 
t;his claim feveral years, of exemption from taxation, but they 
have never yet carried it. Great Britain is defi red to be at 
peace with her Colonies, by an acquiefcence in their claim } 
but do you call fuch a fubmiffion to be a peace ? I really thmlc 
the firft r/ill for blocking up the port, is the only Bill erf pains 
and penalties, when you deprive that port of its trade; and this 
was the Bill to which the Honorable Gentleman (Colonel Barre) 
gave his hearty concurrence. The Bill before you is not (uch 
a Bill : there are no pains nor penalties ; their Government will 
be rcftored, and private property protedled. It has been faid, 
go to the King's Bench with this complaint, as in former times; 
but let me aik gentlemen, whether they can ameliorate or 
alter their charter ? No, Sir, they can do nothing but fay 
guilty or not guilty, by forfeiting their charter. It is incum- 
bent on every man to give his opinion from his own breaft upon 
this great occafion 5 but. Sir, I cannot help once mbrc con- 
demning that mob of people, which, under the profeffion of 
liberty, carries dark dcligns in its execution ; but my utmoft 
wilh is, that thefe meafures, in their confequences, may turn 
out well, and contrary to what has been apprehended. 
Mf.Charlci Mr. C. FOX — I take this to be the queftion — whether 
^^** America is to be governed by force, or management ? I never 

could conceive that the Americans could be taxed without their 
confent. JufV as the Houfe of Commons ftands to the Houfe 
of Lords, with regard to taxation and legiflation, fo ftands 
America with Great Britain. There is not an American, but 
who muft rejeft and refift the principle and right of our taxing 
them. The queftion then is fhortlythis: Whether we ought 
to govern America on thefe principles ? Can this country gain 
ftrength by keeping up fuch a difpute as this ? Tell me when 
America is to be taxed, fo as to relieve the burthens of this 
f ountry. I look upon this meafure to be in effect taking away 
their charter; if their charter is to be taken away, for God*s fake 
Jet it be taken away by law^and not by a Icgiflativc coercion ; but 
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I cannot conceive tliat any law whatever^ vrhWc their charter 
continues, will make them think that you have a right to tax. 
If a lyftcm of force is to be cflabliOied, there is no prcrnfioa 
for that m this Bill, it does not go far enough ; if it is te ia- 
duce them by fair means, it goes too far. The only method 
by which the Americans will ever think they are attached to 
this country, will be by laying aiide the right of taxing. I 
confider this Bill as a Bill of pains and penalties, for it begins 
with a crime, and ends with a puniihment ; but I wifli gentle- 
men would confider, whether it is more proper to govern by 
military force, or by management. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL~The form of the prefent law Mr. Thv^ 
was adopted to give magiftracy that degree of authority which it '°^' 
ought to be vefted with for the execution of the laws ; but 
this Bill carries with it no degree of feverity, unlefs the pleafure 
of difobeying is greater than that of the puniihment. To 
fay that we have a right to tax America, and never to exercife 
that right, is a mere chaos ; and a man muft abufe his own 
under^anding very much, not to allow of that right. To pro^ 
cure the tax by requifition is a moft ridiculous abfurdity, while 
the fovereignty remains in this country ; that the right of tax- 
ing was never in the lead given up to the Americans. Their 
charter is mere matter of legiflative power 5 and whoever 
looks into that charter, will fee that no power whatever was 
meant to be given them fo as to contreul the right of t;ixation 
from Great Britain. 

Mr. & BURKE— I have little to fay, Sir, with hopes to Mr. Edm, 
convince the Houfe 5 but what I have to offer, I (hall do with ^'*^^* 
freedom. It has been ailerted, that the nation is not alarmed^ 
that no petitions of difcontcnt are received. How can perfbns 
complain, when fufficient time is not given them to know what 
you arc about ? We have now feen the whole of this great 
work ) I wi(h all was good that it contained. I am afraid a long 
feries of labours and troubles will fuccecd. The queftion that 
is before you is a great one ; it is no lefi than the profcription 
ef provinces, and cities, and nations, upon their trial ; except 
that when the faints of God are to judge the world, I 
do not know one of greater importance. I will endeavour ta 
comply with the temper of the Houfe, and be fliort in what 
I have to oflfer. [The Houfe being noify, fevcral Members go- 
ing out, foon after which he got up and faid,] I find, Sir, I 
have got my voice, and I ihall beat down the noifc of the 
Houfe. Why did I compromife ? [Here he produced the let* 
tcrs from Lord Hillfborough to the Americans, which declared^ 
that his Majcfty, or his Minifters, had not any intention of 
iaymg any fiiirther taxes on America.1 He dwelt fome conn 
V0L.VIL Kk fiderable 
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fickrable time on the words which the letter contained, as a 
fort of declaration to the Americans that they ihould not be 
taxed. If you govern America at all, Sir, it muft be by an 
army; but thi$ Bill before us, carries with it the force of that 
army ; and I am of opinion, they never will confeut without 
force being ufed. I have to proteft againft this Bill, becaufe 
you refufe to hear the parties aggrieved. Confider what you arc 
doing, when you are taking the trial over the Atlantic fcas, 
3090 miles to Great Britain ; witneffes may be fijbpoened, and 
fzalled upon by the prifoner, as many as he pleafes, Let me, 
for God's fake,wiih that gentlemen would think a little mor^ 
that a fair trial may be had in America ; and that while the 
King appoints the Judge, there is a degree of faimefs that 
j>eoplc fliould the jury. Repeal, Sir, the A61 which gave rife 
to this difturbance j this will be the remedy to bring peace and 
quiet ncfs, and reftore authority ; but a great black book, and a 
great many red coats, will never be able to govern it. It is 
true, the Americans cannot refift the force of this country, 
but it will caufe wranglings, fcuffling, and difcontent. Such 
remedies as the foregoing, will make fuch diflurbance$ as arc 
not to be quieted. 
LoraNorth.. LORD NORTH arofe to anfwer Mr. Burke. He dcfircd 
leave to look at Lord Hillfborough's letter, as he had not a 
copy of it 5 and e^lained the paflages in that letter very dif- 
ferent frojn what Mr. Burke had ; he read the words, " That 
neither the King, or any of his Minifters, wiflied to tax Ame*. 
rica." His Lordfliip obferved, " That this was no.t an cx- 
preffion that carried with it a denial of the right, but only a 
wifli tliat no further taxes fhould be laid on. A man, fays he, 
is not faftious, that fays America may be taxed ; the letter conr 
tains an opinion, that no further taxes, at that time, ought to 
be laid. I am forry to h^ar a charge thrown out, that thefe 
proceedings are to deprive perfons of tlieir natural right^ Let 
me afk, of what natural right, whether that of fmuggling, or 
pf throwing tea overboard ? Or of another natural right, which 
is not paying their debts ? But furely this Bill does not deftroy 
any of their civil right? ? Ypu have given them a civil Magif- 
itratc and a Council, which they had not before ^ you have 
given the innocent man a fair trial in fome colony or other; 
^nd if he cannot get a fair trial in that country, the whole 
being in a dcftempered ftate of difturbance and oppofition to 
the laws of the Mother Country, then, in that cafe, and in 
^hat only, he muft be fent to Great Britain. All that thefe 
Afts profefs to do, is to reftore fome order to the province, 
None that admit the leaft degree of fovereignty, can poffibly 
deny the proyifioii pf this Bill 5 it is not a military Govern^ 
ment that is eftabliflied, but fhe alteration of a civU one. t am 
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fure that this is adopted as the beft method at prefent ; I do tidt 
fay it will fucceed, but I hope for the good confequcnces of it ; 
and if the MafTachuflet's Bay is to be governed by management, 
this is the only remedy. By what means is authority to be 
maintained, but by eftablilhing that authority from Parliament ? 
I do not know, Sir, what is the proper time to lay on a frefh 
tax on America ; but this I know, that this is not the proper 
time to repeal one. We are now to eftablifh our authority, or 
give it up entirely ; when they are quiet, and return to their 
duty, we fhall be kind, whether by repealing this tax, or what 
not, I cannot tell ; but this I will anfwer, that when they are 
quiet, and have a refpeft for their Mother Country, their Mo- 
ther will be good-natured to them. 

SIR GEORGE SA VILLE— I fhall fay riot a word of preface sir Geor^ 
at this late hour ; I do not hold it improper to take this into Seville, 
confideratiort in a legiflative capacity, in preference to a judi- 
cial one J but 1 hold this to be a principle of juftice, that a 
charter which conveys a facred right, ought not to be taken 
away without hearing the parties, either in a judicial or legif* 
lative wiy, which has not been done, but from their own de- 
claratidn in the papers on the table, and which I, in my mindj 
do not think fufficient evidence. 

The queftion being put, that the Bill do pafs, the Hoiife 
divided ; Ayes 239, Noes 64. 

May 6. The ffiird reading of the Bill for the impartial Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice in the Province of Maflachufet's Bay. 

Mr. DEMPSTER— I do not apprehend. Sir, that the BiU ^^^; ^^^ 
before you is at all adequate to the purpoie intended ; nor do 
I think that experience Warrarits the affertion, that a fair trial 
cannot be had iri the Colonies. Surely, Sir, the bringing men 
over to England to be tried, is not only a direft breach of 
their conftitution, biit is a deprivation of thfe right of every 
Britifh fubjeft in America. I fhould have thought that a poiver 
of reprieve, lodged in the Governor, after conviftion, would 
have been fully ill fficient, without bringing men to England.. 
Whenever murder is committed, it muft inevitably go on with 
impunity 5 for whenever any perfon prefent fhall find he rs to ' 
go over the Atlantic as an evidence, to the detriment of his 
femily and his fortune, thefe is no doubt but that he will evade 
the neceility of his appearance as an evidence. This, Sir, will 
be a means of fubje6ling the peopile of that country to afTaffina- 
tion, in the room of legal trial ; and the invariable conlcquencc 
has always beeti, that when a fair trial cannot be procured, the 
revenge of the relations of the deceafed will cxercife itfelf ia 
this kind of cruel aflailination. I, perhaps^ Sif, may be wrong 
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in my ideas ; but I have looked into the hiftory of that country 
with care and circumfpeftion, and it has infpired me with the 
higlieft veneration for thofe of the firll: fettlers j they emigrat- 
ed when that Star Chamber doftrine was pracUfed in this coun* 
try- Oppreflcd as they thought theiniclves by the Motiier 
Country, by the cruelty of thofe^ arbitrary laws, fooner than 
fufFer themfelves to be oppreffed;i)y tyranny, they chofc rather 
to combat with tygers and India^jp in America, than live in a 
place where oppreffion and tyramiy ruled. It is no new things 
Sir, that they have refufcd to comply with the payment of taxes 
demanded from this country ; this exemption is a very old de- 
mand of tlieirs, and lupported by their chiu-ter. Imprifon- 
ment of two perfons, who held this kind of dodlrine, wa$ 
made in the time of Sir Edmund Andrews, who was then Go- 
vernor ; and the Americans parted a law, declaring that thi» 
country had no right to tax 5 it is true, when that law came 
over here, it 'vas reiefl.e3. Let gentlemen confidcr, that if 
wc tax America at this prefent period, her trade and every 
tjiing elfc will decline. I think that Bolton has the moft merit 
with this country of any place I know ; Ihc is a molt valuabk 
ally, or a fubordinate Colony j take it in either fcnfe, her poC* 
feffion is incftimable ; but I really fear very much, that th« 
Americans are to be thus treated, without the parties being 
heard. I do not like to fee publick liberty and the rights of 
perfons infringed. TJiere are two articles in the Bill, which I 
cannot blame the Americans for rcfifling^ Hi^an that of the 
Council and the Judges being chofen by the Crown : the an** 
cient way which their charter direftcd of chuiing their Councily 
was far more eligible ; they were men at a certain old age, to* 
which cxpci'ience generally adds wifdom, that were clewed 
Council J but this Is a new fyilcm, that carries with It neither ex- 
perience nor wifdom} and I think the change uuneceflary, 
tliough not oppreiGve. I think the oiHce of Sheriff is more, 
oppreflive, bccaule he is an engine of power in the hands of 
the Governor ; nor do I approve of taking away the town-meet- 
higs ; there is but one precedent of this kind to be found in 
hiftory ; but I could wifh, on the prefent occaiion, that a fe- 
cond had not been made. He concluded in praife of the 
charaAer of DoAor Franklin, whom he called the ornament of 
human nature ; and faid he thought him highly praife-worthy, 
for thofe very acts for which he had been lo much blamed. 
Mr. Crey. Mr. GREY — ^I think this Houfc, and this nation, owe 
their beft thanks to the noble Lord who has brought forward 
this buiinefs ; and I mufl allow, that nothing but necefiity, in. 
urgent cafes like thefe, warrants a deviation from the confti- 
tution I the law ihould not be invaded oa every frivolous i»^ 
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tence, but thli|4rdquires the ferious attention of the whole 
Legiflature!^ It would be cruel to the laft degree, that when 
your fubjefts are employed in prcferving the peace, not to give 
them the utmoll fecurity in the execution of their duty. But lei 
tne aik, Slfi in what lltuation will that navy and army b6f 
that has no protection for executing the laws which you have 
vefted In their liands ? Will you leave them a fitcrifice to the 
rapacity of the revengeful difpofitions of tho relations of thofe 
unhappy men who may fall by their hands, in the execution 
of their duty ? I cannot think this AA will operate in any ihape 
to the detriment of the people, if they return to thdir duty j 
if that b the cafe, that they do return, and be obedient, thd 
Aft will be a wafte piece of paper j but the trial of perfons in 
England will feldom take place, I apprehend, as noiliing but 
the moft abfolute neceility will drive the Governor to have re- 
courfe to the Aft. 

Mr. PAULE T faid a few Words, and obferved, that nothing Mr. Pmldu 
Was ever more juft than the meafure proposed in the Bill before 
the Houfe ; that it was the moft cruel thing to let a man lie 
even one hour in prifon, in expeftation of being tried by » 
jury whofe minds were bialTed ; but for the fake of juftlce, a 
voyage acrofs the Atbntick would {urely be thought, on iuch 
;m account, an undertaking not pregnant with much danger. 

Mr. SAWBRIDGE— I hope. Sir, the Houfe will hear me Mr. Saw. 
a few words, as it is the laft opportunity I ftiail have. The brid^. 
oppoiition I have given to thefe meafures, does not proceed 
from a fouled difpofition againft Adminiftration, nor do I da 
it for the fake of popularity ; it is for the love of that liberty 
which I have always been ftrengthened in, and bred up by 
education. I had rather bear the badge of the pariifa, (han 
that of apoftacy. It has been urged in debate, that this country 
has a right to purfue thofe moamres adopted in the Bill, and 
that neceflity is the ground and argument which urges it on: but 
pray. Sir, let me alk, who is to be the judge of that neceffity } 
A nation forely cannot be called a free . nation, where another 
has a right to draw money out of their pockets ; but I cannot 
underftand how any one can agree with thefe meafures, and 
deny the right of taxation* If you exercife an authority Tx^iich 
does not belong to you, or if you force an illegal authority^ 
they have a right to rcfift. I do not fee any neceffity for bring- 
ing over the people to be tried bv a jury of England y t thiiUc 
the Crown mould have lodged a power in the Governor 
to pardon, and I fhould have thought it the brighteft jewel in 
it on this occafion. Yon fay, that the Governor is to ufe his. 
difcretlon with regard to the having a fair trial; bot by this^ 
Bill the Governor^ I fay^ is not the judge of that^ far it muft. 

be 
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be upon the oath of a witnefs ; he muft believe that witnefs, 
and no difcretion is left in the Governor. No man will be- 
come a volimtary evidence on fuch an occafion ; he will fooner 
fly from that fituation, than be trahfported to England. By 
that means juftice will be evaded, as evidence cannot be had, 
and the people will foon take upon themfelves to revenge their 
own injuries. 

CoL Banc. COLONEL BARRE — Sif, I think it criminal to fit ftili 
upon the final decifion of this queftion, as I cannot, in any 
fhape, approve of this iticafure. 1 think the perfons whom 
you employ to execute your lawsj might have been protefted 
in the executiori of their duty in a lefs exceptionable manner 
than that Bill pfopofes. Your army, Sir, in that country, 
has the cafting voice ; and it is dangerous. Sir, to put any 
more power into their hands. Confider, Sir, how long they 
will be content with 4d. per day ; I am afraid not long. You 
have had one meeting already, you may foon have another ; 
the people of America will receive thefe regulations as ediAs 
from an arbitrary Government. The heavieft oflTence they have 
been guilty of is, that they have refitted that law which bears 
fuch an arbitrary caft. I want to know, if we in this country* 
had not refift:ed fuch arbitrary laws in certain ancient times, 
whether we fhould have cxifted as a Houfe of Commons here 
this day ? I dbjeft much againft the doftrine which I have heard 
laid down, that the particular exigency of the cafe counte- 
nanced the mcafure. I do not apprehend the Americans will 
abandon their principles ; for. if they fubmit, they are flaves : 
I therefore execrate the prefcnt meafure, iii the manner pro^ 
pofed. 

Ur. Pultc- Mr. PULTENEY — Sir, I will comprife in a few wofds 

ney. what I have to fay : I do not apprehend that the Legiflature 

can tax a particular cbunty, without fhewing fome degree of 
partiality to others, nor can they juftly do it. I think the 
principles of this Bill may be tolerably Equitable, and I do be- 
lieve it will produce a fair trial ; but as there are fonic defefh 
in the prefcnt form in which it now ftands, with f egard to the 
errors and flaws that may be in an indiftment, I will ofier a 
daufe, by way of rider, to give power to a jury in England to' 
find a bill of indiftmcnt, in order to correft fuch a deficiency. 

Mr. FUler. Mr. FULLER — Sir, I will now take my leave of the whole 
plan, and I will give you my free opinion! of it : You will com- 
mence your ruin from this day, if you do not repeal that tax 
which created all this difturbance ; you will have no degree of 
confidence with the Americans ; people will not truft you when 
your xaredit is gone ; you may, 1 fayj date yoiifr ruin from this 
day ; and^ I am forry to fay^ that not bnly this Houfe has fallen 

into 
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into that error, but that the people of this country approve of 
the meafure. I find the people wifhfor the meafures propofed in 
this Bill, as much as the majority here ; it is not all owing to 
the junto of a Miniftry that thefe meafures are taken, it is the 
people at large^ whom I am forry to fay, are mifled ; they are 
in an error, but a (hort time will prove the evil tendency of 
this Bill. I think this Bill before us bears the leaft injury of 
any of the three j but, if there ever was a nation running head- 
long to its ruin, it is this. 

Mr. H. CAVENDISH— Sir, I am very glad to hear that Mr. Ctvai. 
there is a majority in this Houfe for thefe meafures, but am ^^ 
much better pleafed tQ find that the country in general approve 
pf them in as high a degree. 

The Houfe divided on the queftion, that the Bill do pafs 5 
Ayes, 127; Noes, 24. 

May 12. The Houfe, in a Committee of Enquiry, on the 
ftate of the Linen Trade of Great Britain and Ireland, Mr, 
M^Biggar, Agent for the Linen Board of Scotland, was called 
in, and underwent an examination of above two hours. His 
evidence chiefly confifted of a general ftate of the trade in both 
kingdoms, and a variety of observations upon the whole of the 
evidence given on the part of the Hamburgh merchants, a 
great part of which he attempted to invalidate from authenticlf 
papers before the Houfe. As foon as he withdrew. Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, and the gentlemen on that fide, prefied thofe who had 
prcfcnt^d petitions on behalf of the woollen manufafbirers, to 
proceed to a proof of the fiafts therein ftated. This produced 
^ debate, but no queftion was put. 

May 13. The Houfe in a Committee of Supply : Refolved, 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the fum of 
288,030/. be granted to his Majefty to make good the extra- 
ordinaries pf the army from March 24, 1772, to April 22, 

1774- 

COLONEL BARRE, from a paper which he held in his Col. Bant, 
hand, obferved on the four following fums in the cftimate, 
which he faid he ihould be glad to have explained. The firft 
was the fum of 17,000/. to Governor Leybourne ; the fecond, 
of 12,000/. to the Deputy Governor of Canada, for the civil 
expences of that province 5 the third 26,000/. to Colonel Dal- 
rymple ; and the laft article, 866/. being a debt contracted in 
the hofpital fervice in the years 1744, 1745, and 1746, in 
Scotland and Flanders. After defcanting on the manner thofe 
feveral expences were incurred, and the mod© they were no\y 
brought forward, he proceeded to obferve, that our peace 
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eftabli ihment was every day increafingi and was at length be* 
come too heavy and bordenfome to be any longer bonie, at 
being totally difproportioned to our ability ; tliat our land and 
xnalty eftimating them at the higheft, which was 252509000/. 
was entirely fwallowed up by the expences of our navy ; and 
that, eftimating the maintenance of our army at 1,500,000 /• 
our ordnance s^t 250,000/. and the pay of the militia at i io/)00 A 
thefe eftimates added to the naval eftaUiihment, would amount 
to the enormous fum of 4,150,000/* that the military eftab* 
lifhment of Ireland was 550,000/. which together amounted to 
4,700,000/. which exceeded that of France, formed on the 
largeft fcale, by 300,000/. He then enumerated the feveral 
items in the French eftabliHiment, in denominations current 
|n that country, and (liewed the whole did not amount to more 
than 4,400,000/. He obferved on this- ftatement that it was 
a matter of very ferious confi deration, when it was known, that 
this, in all probability, would be the loweft eftimate we fhould 
experience for fome years ; and concluded with informing the 
Committee, that this was the laft day in the feffion he would 
have it in his power to fubmit thefe important and truly darm*^ 
ing faAs to the Heufe, as the opening the budget was gene- 
rally a day of triumph to the li^ifter, it being looked upon 
extremely impolite and ill-timed, to interrupt him |n the full 
enjoyment of it* 

tordNonh. LORD NORTH faid, that day of importance would be the 
itth. He went through the funis mentioned by the Colonel, 
and ftated them difierently; and faid, that on the i8th he 
(hould be thoroughly informed refpeAing the fituation we 
flood in with France, when he would deliver his ientimentsj, 
and open the budget. 

Col. Barrc. COLONEL BARRE again rofe, and defu-ed the noble Lord 
to difcufs the matter now, and open his budget in peace. 

Rt^Hon.T. RIGHT HON. T. TOWNSHENIl was very fevere on Ad- 

Townlhcnd miniftration, and obferved, that they had fpcquently fent many 
more troops to St. Vincent and the Ceded Idands than were 
necefiary^ fome were fent to butcher the Indians, and others to 
work as mechanicks, not as foldiers \ and that all ourexpencea 
were much above what we are able to bear. Dominica, in 
particular, he faid, had fwallowed up thou(ands of brave 
men y that there were now fix companies there, and he fhould 
be glad to know for what. 

lofdXorth* LORD NORTH faid, that although the expences were fo 
high this year, he would pledge himfclf they would be much 
iefs another ; that when the fhips relumed from the Eafl In- 
dies, a much Iefs fleet would do ^ that many expences had 

been 



A, 1.774' O S » A T X &. 



2S7 



boen laid out <m die BsiTjt ni order to pot it in t p w yrljtfe 
of dcfenccy iwhich cxpcpcei n^opld not bewanthiga«nfbra 
confidcratde tin^e ^ that we fhould osdr have now to keep it m 
repair^ before we had it to eftablifh $ that oar dodE-^fards were 
now better flocked irith timber than tliej had been for maaxf 
years, and that ahppfl evoy extraordinary expence was now 
comjJ eted. 

GOVERNOR JOHNSTCH^ f))oke greatly againft thc< 
enormocis expences whkh oar army and navy every year fWal- J^^"***"** 
lowed Qpi although we were every feffions tcdd that we wqre 
in profimnd peace. 

Mr. W« BlJRKS £qd, that we were ahrays told by iheut.wm 
Minifter that the next yenrthe expences would be lefL but he**^* 
was forry to fay, the Minifler's prediQioo in that infmce nc^ 
yex came tme. 

May i8. LORD NORTH diis day opened the budget. Lonlltatk 
When he had flated the accoonts, he went OA with Skyiaz h 
had b^ei^'iQiJ^ rqpeated^ diat no part of the national debt &d 
been paki* off fince the conclnfion of the peace. This he £ud 
was ontrne.i' .for although tiie funded ddbt was rather increafed, 
the unfunded was dnmnilhed fitxn 13,000,000/^ and afraftiooy 
to a,ooo,ooo/. and a fraAion ; fb diat, balapcing the increaie 
of the randed againfl the decreafe of the unfunded, it would 
appear that 8,000,000/. and a tn£daa of naticnal debt had 
been paid.offwitinn the lafl: ten years, which reduction pro^ 
doced a laving, of 360,000/. ji«r ammm to the nation. 

But it leems, from what nas been pretty often dropped in 
thb Honfe, and even without doors, diat notwithflandingthe 
aSaiFs of this country are in fb good a fittation, yet, taken 
relatively to thofe of France, they are in a ver^ bad fituation ; 
this has been produced as a matter of terror, rcproadi, and 
example to thoie who are concerned in the adnnniftrarion cif 
affairs here. Sir, I fhall defire to go a little into this circun>» 
(famce, but firfl I mufl premife that an accurate knowledge of 
the French finances is to be had by very few.| I do not b&ve 
there is a perlbn out of the.6jB!ces in that country that knows 
much of the matter With accuracy; but it isealyfora gcnde* 
man of quick parts to travel into France, and gaun that kind df 
information, to hold forth, and to perfuadf people who knoiir 
notlung of the matter, that he knows fbmraung of the wat^ 
ter (meaning Cdond Barre). Sir, the French JBntoces are not 
tranfa£Ud in a Honfe of Commons, or a Coomlittee ctSapftt, 
but in private chambers ; it is the glory of this country that 9II 
the world knows what England owes, and what England can 
pay i but in France aU is private, the refblutibns of the Cabinet 

Vol. Vn. LI arc 
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are followed only by cdifts, and thefe are fo contradiftory, fo 
voluminous, and fo multifariouS| that it is a fcience to under- 
ftand them; even the bankers of F^ris, who have any hufincft, 
find it impoffible to make themfelves mafters of the bufiriefs of 
the French funds, and employ brokers, whofe pnly bufinefs it 
is ", then, Sir, when I pretend to tell yoii wliat is the prefent 
ftate of the finances of tliat country, I cannot pretend to accu- 
racy 5 I leave thofe pretenfipns to gentlemen of more eloquence 
a^d greater vivacity (looking at Colonel Barre). 

Sir, I have three accounts of the French finances^ as they 
were in the year 1772, and alfo laft year ; thefe accounts agree 
m the main pretty well, and are, I believe, very much to be 
depended upon in tlie principal parts, though not, as I before 
obferved, with any minute accuracy. By one of thefe accounts 
the revenue is 359 millions of livres, or about 13,500,000/. 
at the prefent rate of exchange^ another account makes it 
14,000,000/. J this receipt is longer than it "was in 1763, for 
feveral new taxes have been laid upon the people,, the &rms 
have been renewed and raifed, and other circumfbuices have 
happened to increafe the grofs revenue : my accounts make the 
expenditure, in 1764, exceed the whole receipt by 760,000/. 
fterling*, and in X772, after all the additions made to the re* 
venue, after all the a^ of power which had redixced'the debts» 
and after every exertion of which we have heard fo much, ftill 
theexcefs of expence was then 300,000/. fterling : this is, Sir^ 
upon the loweft and moft moderate account ; but I |iavc very 
great reafon to fuppofe that it is much under the truth, from 
another undoubted circumflance, which is, that fince 1763, 
tliey have contra£ted in ten years, fixteen millions fterling of 
new debt ; this is certain, and confequently, the excefs of their 
expence muft have been greater thfui from 700,000/. a year, 
to 300,000/. a year. 

I find the whole military expence of France fet down at 
fomcthing mprc than 5,000,000/. fterling j but upon this ar- 
ticle I have great doubts : the ixtraordhuure de guerre iticludes 
only common articles of expence, and e\'en part of the afhial 
,pay of the men } but gentlemen who rcfleft on tliis matter will 
.be certain . there mufl Itf Tome after-clap* of no flight confe- 
..quence. . * ' 

Befidcs tlip military roll, there are the articles of the ex- 
pences of thcTCing and tlie tburt, which are various' and inde- 
finite, and riflngto fuch, funis as I 4are fay make theiif comp- 
trollers in general tremble- Tliere fs alfo the interefl of their 
debts ; upon this article I muft dwell a little, becaufe the con- 
duct of the prefent Minifter in that country has been held up, 
both within doors and without, as a pattern which the Mxniftry 

in 
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in England ought to follow* The means taken to fupport the 
finances of France : — 

In the firft place. Sir, the catjfe d^amortiffement was applied to 
the iinking of the capitals} this being the finking fund, it 
feems no great matter, for our finking fiind is applied to the 
fame purpofe, but it was fliut up ; however. Sir, the finking 
fund of France is quite another afiair from that of England. 
Upon the great burthen of debts which loaded the govern- 
ment in 1 763, out came an edift, very well written, as all 
their edifts are, fctting forth, that the neceflities of the ftate 
rendered it abfolutcly necefl!ary to leflen the debts of the pub- 
lick ; that for this purpofe his Majefty found it neceffary to 
take a portion of their annual intereft, and form it into a ftind 
for the payment of their own debts, a fyftem fomething differ- 
ent from the fimd in England for paying debts. Well, the 
next thing he did was to divert this very fund to the current 
fervice of the year, which had been formed from their intereft 
for the payment of their capital. 

Now, Sir, let us turn to the next meafurc of finance for the 
reduAion.of debt : this was in the tontines; we have nothing 
in England that refemble them, and therefore I cannot tranflate 
it ; but the operation was, at one fbroke, to reduce peqietual 
fecurities to life annuities, that is, to cut ofF the furvivorlhip. 
The uext thing was to go to work with many diiferent funds 
bearing intereft, fome 8 per cent, fome 7, otliers 6, and others 
c ; all tlicfe were, by another aft of power, for the fake of a 
beautiful fymmetry, reduced^o 2iper cent. Next, Sir, there 
is a fund in France which has ever been held facred, and 
through all former afts of power efcaped the violence of the 
financiers : it is the perpetual annuities fccured on the Hotel d$ 
Ville: fuch an infinite number of people in all parts of France 
are concerned in the ftabifity of this fund, that it was fuppofed 
to be the laft that a Minifter would dare to touch ; yet, Sir, 
,this did uQt efcapc : underthe pretence of paying off part of 
the capkal, the paymentswre made in hittets de Roiy which, 
from 190 fell inmiediately to 60, and that 60 funded anew. 
. Befides thefe operations on the funds, other meafures were 
ufed, whicli have rather a better appearance; the farmers ge- 
neral were very feverely treated in the debts due to 'them by the 
Crown ; but as they were much hated in France, this mcafure 
was approved ; though certainly, in the light of publick cre- 
ditors, they ought to have been refpedted. Another meafurc was 
a reduflfion of penfions,. which at firft fight may carry a popu- 
lar appearance, but, upon examination, it will not be found ju- 
dicioi^s. In France, very many people, after fpending carlyall 
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tkeir (brtmiesy and paffing the griatefl: part of theif lives m the 
(enrioe of the pubUck, retire upon Ittde penfionsj (he. all they 
have to live upon i to rednoe fuch^ I mufi call a violent^ cruel» 
and unpolitical nseafure, 

Nowp Sir, t muft obferve on thefe various firetches of 

. power^ that thqr muft by no means be called regular operations 
of financial abilities^ &dcc it is very pbun, that a Comptrollef 

. General migl^t as well be called a great Minifter from his ex* 
pedition and fpirit in applying the dafli of a pen to all the debts 

. of Franoe, and wipe than out at one ftroke. Is there any 
gentleman that votdd wilh to fee (imilar operations going for- 
ward in England ? Is there any gentleman that would think this 
country fo much the richer, and more powerful, becauie its 
ddit was extingutibed by fuch a mode of proceeding ? Is it not 
apparent that France therefore, from a finiilarity of reafbning, 
is by no means more wealthy or more powerful firom having 
pra^ifed thofe a& of power ? 

I (hall next take the French aSairs in another (wint of view. 
Notwithftandiog thefe repeated, and, I may fay, tyrannical 
afts, (he is (HU involved in an enormous debt, for it is very 
little funk} that is, not near' fb much by tbjs conduft as at 

. firft fight would be fuppofixL Let us take a view of thdr 
limds: by the new created debt (ince the peace, and that oc- 

. cafioned by the war, a man pofl^fling flock may make about 
(eventy-one^owi: by his capital. Thefe funds. Sir, are 
ttow, and have been for a yq/, at thirty-two, that is at no 
le& than fixty-eight ^ r^n/. diM;x>unt, and there are noi\j: o£ 
thefe debts higher. That ftock, which it k very well krjfhm 
in France from many circumilance? will be the hft that b tam- 
pered with, is at twenty-(even fer ant. diicount : Cslii this view 
of the prefent fbte of the credit of France r^dfonably fuggeft 

/alarm to the friends of this countty ? a^very far is the repre- 
ientation we have heard of the FrcpdBt nances from bdng a 
true one, that the very refcrip^il^raSBi are formed out of 
former debts, and wiuch fomewhat refemUe 6ur' Exchequer 
Bills, and which are leflened as ^ as the efforts of the French 
Minifters can cSoEt it, thefe, Su-, are yet circulating in the 
market at the monftroos dtfeount of more than forVfper ani. 
and from this circumftanoe I think we may fairly and clearly 
ded u ce, die ntber impoffibility of the French Minifters violent 
meaiiires having had fuch an eScEt as feme perfons would per« 
fuade us : and if. Sir, all thefe exertions of power, and this 
continued flagrant violation of all the principles and praftiees 
of pnUick credit, if thefe efforts have not been able to free 
dion bom more than a very inconfiderable portk>n of debt ; 
aad knowing at the fame tune that they have contraOed fixteen 
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tnillians of firefli debts (mce the peace') nothing can be'deaM* 
from all this than the utter impoffibility of what has been laid 
of the flourifhing ftate of their finances^ And at the faine 
time, Sir, that we know thefe circumftances, we litxwife know 
how much the people have been impoverilhed and opprtSbdi 
hj continuing the taxes of the war, and alio by laying on new 
taxes fince the peace. 

It has been Uid, Sir, thltt the death of the King of France 
w9 endanger the peace ; and the idea of the new monarch 
being an ceconomift is conne£led with it, in order to make vA 
tremble. But, Sir, if tht" new King is an ceconomift, he wilt 
taot break the prefent peace with his neighbours, in order to 
plunge into all the difficulties which a war would bring upon 
lum. If he is an oeconomift, he will find woric enough in his 
own financed to keep him employed. 

Sir, the Miniftry in England have been much reflefted on, 
not only for being bad managers, '^^'^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ 
ought, in imitatioil of the Compt^g^General in France, to 
lay new taxes. Sir, our ^g^^MliKiJily run very high, and 
to render them eafier, n^n^lBramight be devifed i and when 
Parliament thinks pr^^frxo lay taxes, I ^jlj^Ait oppofe it } 
but I muft ob(erve, that our great cxj^M^lsarife fixmi fatge 
cftablifhments : thde, both by fea '4nM. bed, were after the 
peace thought neceffiury, partly^ M'acscount of ourconquefts^ 
and partly for fecurity in peace* There was a meafure^ Sir, 
adopted before the hft war^ which then, I fuppofe, was found 
neceflary, and certainly had great effe&^i I mean the feizing 
the French (hips before the declaration of war. Butthat mea* 
fure, neceflary and uleful as it might be, could not^ cannot be 
forgotten; and it might and was thought proper to keepinp a 
greater force than on former occafions, in order that we might 
&ot be taken ourfelves unawares, and have others go to work 
^rith ns, with as little ceremony as we attacked* thenu Bnt, 
Sir, whether this has been juft or not^ certainly the gentlemen 
on the other fide of the Houfe have little reafon to reproach 
Adminiftration for not laying taxes : let them refled:, Sir, on 
a tax which was laid, upon the matureft confideration, upon 
a confiimption not taxed before, called for by every rule of 
equality, and fo light| though at the fame time produdtive, 
tlut foarce any body could feel it. Every gentleman will fee I 
mean the Cyder Tax : that tax, Sir, againft which there never 
were two fyllables of common fenfe urged, was repealed upon 
ibc cry of liberty bemg in danger t the excifemen will invade 
oar houies, cafties, if you pleafev yet a fmall . compofition 
would have kept out the exdfeman, fo that to a gentleman of 
four thottfimd pounds a yeari the payment would uve amount* 

ed 






262 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1774. 

cd ohly to forty fhilliogs a year. Unhappily, however, for 
this country, the cyder counties gave us financiers, And tlie tax 
was repealed. 

There was another tax. Sir, a well known, common, and 
cuftomary grant, an annual tax, and the amount little felt by 
the interefl tliat paid it, that, Sir, was loft ; much, I am fure^ 
to the difappointment of me, among others, who found our- 
felves in the minority. Tliofe gentlemen, therefore, who pro- 
moted the repeal of the cyder duty, and voted for taking off 
the one ihilling of the land-tax, have furely very little r^an 
to reproach Adniiniftration witli not laying on freih taxes : and 
they ihould recoiled the very different iituation of France, 
at this period, from that which has now been mentioned as the 
fyftem of England. 
CoLBane. COLONEL BARRE— The noble I^rd has- done what is 
very unlifual with him, he has quitted his ufual defenfive 
ground, and taken an off*enfive part ; but he has fixed his day 
of triumph for it, when he choofes his own ground, makes his 
own reprefentation, and gives us juft as much of every fub- 
jeA as luits his purpofe* I have had, however, (hot for Ihot 
with the noble Lord, and fliould not now take up the time of 
the Houfe, had I not been fo pointedly called upon. 

The noble Lord has accufed me of endeavouring to deceive 
the Houfe in reLition to the ftate of France \ but I have offered 
no information in any point, which I did not receive from au- 
thority tliat appeared good ; and I mull remark, that in the 
material .irticle, the degree to which their debts are leilened, 
he fpcaks entirely from conjeAure, not in the leaft upon pofi- 
tive information, good or bad. Before I enter more particu- 
larly on this matter, I muft congratulate the Houfe on tlu: at- 
tention which the noble Lord has given to the French affairs. 
I really believe he has employed from the 13th [the day when 
Colonel Barre fpoke of the ftate of France] to this day, the 
1 8th, in knaking up his French budget, which upon, the whole 
U very well put together, and in feveral particulars agree with 
the information I gained when in France. The noble Lord's 
accounts make the total revenue from thirteen to fourteen 
millions ; my authority is extremely pofitive for fixteen noJl- 
lions. And in the article of debts paid, and intereft reduced, 
our accounts difagree fo totally, that I can by no means recon- 
cile them, in fo mudi that I find not the leaft reafon to allpw 
the conjeAures he has made on this head ^ for if the gain of 
intereft has not been more than a few hundred thoufapd 
pounds a year, and if they have run in debt a freflx fixteen 
millions, in the name of common fenfe for what purpofe, and 
to what effcA have all thofe enormous a£ts of power, to the 
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deftniftion of credit, been entered into ? My information 19 
direfHy contrary, and the plain reafoning of his Lordfhip's own 
£i£h confirms it. So many funds reduced from (eren, ^x, and 
five pfr cefit. to two and a half, and fo little profit made by it I 
It is a contradiction. But, Sir, there is another circumftance^ 
thcfe revenues are to be viewed in time to come with a very 
different eye from what has pafled. The period following the 
peace abounded necefiarily in a load of expence, and I lanow^ 
on good authority, that their three laft marriages coft them 
very little le(s than two millions fterling. Thefe, and feveral 
other articles of expence, are paft, and will not return. The- 
noble Lord ftates the military expence at five millions, it is the 
fume in my account ) this is not a third of their revenues 1 
whereas ours amount to four millions, or very near hal^ a 
^dnfirmation of wh^t I advanced on a former occafion, that 
^ military eftablifhment was greater than that of France. I 
fpdkt of tbkt country as an objeft of terror j I repeat it again ; 
I repeat that fuch an immenfe revenue, r^dfed upon the worft 
pf lyftcms, and confequently open to prodigious improve- 
ments, with a debt IcfiTening (no matter by what operations, 
for every operation frees the revenue) every infl:ant, with a 
future profpeft, nay certainty, of not having a retiun of many 
burthenfpme expences. I repeat that tliefe circumftances are, 
and ought to be, objeAs of terror to this country. We fhould 
refleA, that if the new monarch has the leaft turn to national 
oeconomy ; if his Minifters make innovations in the mode of 
levying their taxes ; if improvements extremely eafy to be exc* 
cuted are adopted, that the revenue, large as it is, would be 

?*eatly increafed, at the time that the people were eafed. 
hefe are refources of wliich you have nothing fimilar. 'Thefe 
are refources of which thq noble Lord has taken no notice ; 
the King has taken upon him the debts of the pais d^etat^ and 
alfo die taxes which pay tlie intereft, to a very great amount ; 
the receipt in this ca(e is certain and permanent ; but as to the 
expence of interefl:, we may all -fiippofe what that will be 
whenever ncceflity calls : yet this b an objeft of fome millions 
fterHng. Another circumftance is that of the monafteries ; an 
inquifition has been taken, and many have been found with only 
three or ftur fat friars in them, though the revenue is ample ; 
it was faid to them, lliis income is more than you can know 
how to fpend properly; you might furely unite with your 
neighbour, and one rental fupport you both. Sacrilege was 
the reply; the church ^vas in danger; their inftitutes would 
be trampted on. Well, it was faid, let us examine thefe in- 
ftitutes^ if you have, in other parts of your conduft, com* 
plied with the terms of thole inftitutes, very good ; if not^ 

you 
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you cannot complain* This matter was foon diijpaldied; ibe 
monks were forced to be filent, while one half of their neve* 
r.ues were (elzed. In the empty monafteries^ fcgoiinaries fbr 
the education of youth were efbiblilhed^ but in the power and 
patronage of the Crown ; which by a very eafy tranGtion may 
convert them into military academies^ into barradcs^ or what* 
ever elfe it pleafe&t Thde I call refoorceS) great reiburces^ 
liecaufe they may fb eafily be made the fruithil mother of a 
thonfand more. This is an art well underftood in France % 
p-eccdents are great things, .and fpecial nfe will by and by be. 
made of thefe two articles* 
. t hive always cooiidered myfeif as well employed with rdsK. 
tion to my OWA countryu when I made ufe of my leUinnr m 
travelUni; o^er foreign ones, with a view to fpin informadoQ 
conceniing th^r pcSitical ftate. I have latdy been in the ^. 
moteft parts of France ; if the noble Lord's concliifionf 9^ 
juft, which he draws from the ftate he hatf given ns of French 
credit, that country muft be miferably c^refied and devonred 
W|^ taxation, ra^er than taxed yndi judgment. It may be 
^to; but I will tell the noble Lord what I (aw ia^ery part of 
France* I faw every iign of a flonriihing ftate ^ an iomcnfe 
cultivation i agriculture highly flouriflxing; improvements 
every where going on^ a jH-odigious population, &c. In. a 
word. Sir, opprefs that people aa much as you will i yet is 
there that fpirit of induftiy, ieconded by ftich a climate» and 
fuch a foil, that fhe will fiouriih in fpite of fate. Every one 
knows to what fhe was reduced ; every one who has lately 
been there knows, or might know, how much ihe is rccor 
vered. Her ports are filled with commerce ; her towns with 
manufaAures '^ her territcuy is covered with cuhivation ; her 
popolation is boundlefs i and the quantity of gold and filverj^ 
not paper, circulating in the kingdom, is what we have, no 
conception of with all our wealth. Now, if the noble Lord 
perfifts in telling us of the opprefEons, taxes, and want of 
faith in the French Miniftry, then I reply, what a country 
muft that be, what immenfe refources muft fhe pofiefs in a 
better conduA, that can, under her prefent oppreffions, carry 
fo many undeceiving appearances of being both flourifhing and 
.formidable ? And am I nqt juftified in my apprehenfiims, that 
the real fource, extent, and nature of her power are ill under- 
ftood, when they are lightly treated ? 

Am I not alfo juftified in faying, that this counby is waft- 
ing, in an enormous peace eftabliihment, that wealth which fhe 
ought to referve for a day of need ? The noble Lord admits 
that the navy is tod great, and that in future it fmght to be 
reduced. But he qualifies this with fo many i£s, that he muft 

be 
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he ah indiffh'ent obferver who does not forefee what the te^ 
duAion will be. Th^t the nobl^ Lord i$, at bottom, of my 
opinion, I am convinced ; but| alas I Sir, a part of om* fTftem 
of government is, that each great officer fliould be indepen*^ 
dent; we want that great controuling power which Ihould 
keep all lefler powers in order ; without this, it is a farce to 
talk of ceconomy or finances : and when we reflet on this^ 
what will be faid to another budget being opened in another 
Ailembly, as I am told (for I cannot know it perfonally, thanks 
to that difgradeful excluiion of us from the Houfe piJLords, as 
if we were pickpockets) by a noble Lord, who ihfifts that the 
navy fhall not be lefiened, and wholTe credit with the King i$ 
great enough to controul the Treafury ttfelf : from hence may 
we not learn, I fay, what hope there is of this ireduAion? 

The noble Lord carried us to India, and gave us his conver:^ 

fation with the Direftors: the Direftors! Cis ks DU 

inr^^2/r/ /-*-^-ridiculou$ to give them that title* Knows not 
€very man the effeA of your regulating AAs laft feilions) 
that his Lordfhip's Secretary, nay, his Secretary's Secretary^ 
has nothing to do but to go with the leaft hint or intimation 
that fuch promoticfns would be agreeable to the Treafury, they 
are obeyed ; it is done ; it muft be done \ and fhall we theiji 
be told> that the Crown, inflead of adding wealth and prof* 
perity to the nation, has not filched the power and patronage 
of that Company ! . 

Mr. BURKE-^The noble Lord has taken fuch a circuit, Mr. titik 
that It will be no eafy matter to follow him \ he has encom- *»"^«« 
pafled the world, gone iiito all parts of the globe \ given an 
hiftorical detail which includes the operations of ages, and 
touched upon every circumftance in the adminiilration of 
afiairs, that can either call down applaiife or raife refentment $ 
and not content with giving an account of the fervices and ways 
and means of this country, he has tranilated the budget of the 
Abbe de Tertay, and examined, by the niceft rules of criticifm, 
the management of the French finances. Not content with 
this, h6 has taken a new ofiice upon him, and carried up a 
complimentary addrefs to the new monarch at Verfailles ; he 
has given him encomiums— he isr prudent, pacifick, and ail ' v 
C£conomift. All this is a very great fcope; great enough^ 
Sir, and fufficient for the noble Lord's abilities, without going 
out of his way to infuk the charaAer of a man not prefent to 
defend it — of a man, Sir, who has abilities to reply to the 
noble Lord's eloquence, and whofe firmncfs, integrity, and 
love of his country render him a proper objeft for attacks front 
the noble Lord. He has tdd us, that the wcftcm coMntie^ 
being fertile, not in the prodndtion of apple9 only, but of 
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financiers, the Cyder Aft came to be repealed. Wiile they 
tre fertile in the produftion of fuch men as my Right Honor* 
able Friend, they produce the greateft and moft glorious cropai 
that can honor or adorn a country. Sir, the compofition which 
tke noble Lord fpeaks of was the difgrace of that tax, as it in 
of all others. A man of 4,000/. a year could compound foe 
40/. but how could the cottager compound i What a farce to 
reft the OpprciHon of a tax on the wealthy, who can buy it 
off! 

With relation. Sir, to that part of the noble Lord^s fpeecfa 
to which he made fuch hafte to get the ftate of France, I rca* 
dily allow the information which I have been able to getj fome 
of which I have reafon to believe is very good, pretty much 
confirms -At account the noble Lord has given. I cannot 
agree with my Honorable Friend [CoL Barrc] in his ideas of the 
point. France certainly cannot be in any flourifhing fituation^ 
while her finances carry fuch an appearance ; thefe depend on 
the wealth of the people ; and if they were fo rich, the Ex-* 
chequer would tafte the fWeets of it more. Befides, Sir, the 
expences are beyond all meafure ruinous ; I have pretty -sdod 
authority for faj^g, that tiie King draws after him a perftmal 
txpcncc of between three and four millions fterling ^ and diis 
Is an article fo rooted, and fo vicious in its princifdes, that no 
aft of thc.MSniftcr's can eithior leflcn or controul it. There if 
another article which does not appear in the military roll^ 
which is that of fortifications ( it is amazing what a ftim of 
money is expended, or at leaft lavifhed under this head. Se« 
Veral well-infrtrmed perfons have affured me, that this article 
equals the annual pay of all the troops j and in its very nature 
it is open to an infinity of abufes. Certain it is, that thef 
have gT*eat refources in the fyftem of their taxation; that no 
ikxly can deny ; how likely they are to adopt improvements it 
another matter. But the noble Lord, in his panegyrick on tho 
new Kins^ tells us, that if he is an oeconomift, he will not go 
to war with his neighbours; but can the noble Lord want to 
bt toldji that Frinces may be oeconomifts for very different 
than pacifick views ? Iiet him turn his eyes towards the great 
mafter of politicks and opprefiion, the Prufiian Monarchy who 
is a veiy pattern of oeconomy, and for what purpofe, but to 
keep inmienfe armies, which he pouts into the territories of 
Ills neighbours with as little conicience as notice ? This mig^ 
convince him, that the French Monarch b not the lefk to be 
dreaded on account of oeconomy. 

The noble Lord, with much exultation^ very ill-placed, I 
ihink, has told us the national honor does not cbnfift in bdng 
the hufj meddlert in every Europcaa cj^uanrtli and in terina 
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which wanted no explanation, feyerelj condemned the ^j^iolc 
fyftem of Britifh politicks from the Revolution.' He hsji^ hU 
(yftem» we well know, though not the author of it ^ but he. 
and his friends would have been more coniiftent, ha4 the Ics^ 
oppoiition ever once been heard from them to continental mesy- 
{ure% when in their meridian. But the iyftem, is th^t off 
blindnefs and infatuation, held forth as an ej^cufe for that con^. 
dudl which faw Corfica feized in one part of Eiu^pe, and £fo« 
land difmembered in* another, with the moft torpid indiSbr« 
cnce I when, by having a little of that bufy fpirit ef inter- 
meddling, both might have been prevented by mere force of 
negociation, had the powers of Europe any refpe£lahle ide;^ of 
this country, once the refuge and protefbrefs of di(lreiled na« 
tions. But. the time will come, when the new fyflem will be 
feen in all its impotence and folly ; and when the balance of 
power is deftroyed, it will be found of what infinite confe- 
quence its prefervation would have been. 

The qoUe Lord has apologized for the greatnefs of our xni. 
titary eftalpliihment, by telling us that our enemies may begin 
with us in the next war with as little ceremony as we begai^ 
with them i but herein he fpeaks againft reafon and experi- 
ence. A great eftablifhment may impoverifh, but cannot prc- 
ferve you ; it is hnpofUble for you to have one fufficient for 
that } if you are fecure of peace, it will be too great ; if you are 
in real danger of war, it will ever be too fmall and infuffident 
in the hour of want ; it is alfo ufelefs, for a nation can nevev 
be (urprifed ; it is talking abfurdly to fuppofe it ; a Minifter 
that finds liimfelf unexpe^edly in a war would deferve to be 
hanged fpr a Uockhead. Watch the merchants, who read the 
political hemifphere admirably, and whofe motions will^ways 
tell you where they apprehend a ftorm. It is impoffible for a 
Minifter of fagacity to be deceived i he will have notice fuffi- 
cient when any Sute intends hoftilities loi^ enough to prepare 
for it. But for what do you keep Ambaflf^dors, thofe Ucenfed 
fpies ? Are they fent to all the Courts of Europe in ord?r to 
render their country ridiculous ? What a bungling iyftem of 
politicks it muft be, where a Mmifter is poflefied of ^WJ 
means of certain intelligence, and yet talks ^ a great peace 
cftabliihn^ent as a means of fecurity againft a furprife. Here^ 
therefore, is an inftance wherein Adminiftration might, npcoa 
the principles now avowed, fave millions every yeat to their 
country. 

The noble Lord has thrown out much ridicule pn thofe he 
is pleafed to call the Orators, He tells you, farcafticaUy^ th«l 
the Hoofe is much obliged to gentlemen who will t^ the 
irouble of opoofing Adminiftn^tion, in order to keep up a pro* 
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per fpirit of enquiry. Upon my word, that man who fticks 
honeftly and fincerely to oppofing what he thinks a bad Ad« 
miniftration, and who perfifts in it, while others, equally pro^ 
feflive, gradually are tired and fall off, is, Sir, a true and lin^ 
cere friend to his country ; is honcft,* and not that contempt!* 
He being which Miriifterial followers are fo ifond of reprefcnt- 
ing him. There are fuch men in this Houfe, and I truft and 
hope it never will be without them, 
Mr. Dcmp. Mr. DEMPSTER — I do not rife, Sir, in confcquencc of the 
^^* honorable privilege with which the noble Lord would indulge 

the gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe ; the privilege of ora^ 
tors in Chancery, who, as fuch, may afk impertinent Queftions^ 
and commit errors and miftakes in their Bills without incurring 
the cenfure of that Court ; I rife. Sir, in a nobler capacity ; I 
rife, Sir, in behalf of my conftitucnts, by whom I am appcrint* 
ed and authorifed to defend their property, and maintain theic 
rights in the High Court of Parliament : and I rife. Sir, late 
as it is, to afk a queftion or two which the noble Lord, as 
adminiftrator of their money in the treafury of the publick, is 
bound to anfwer, and will, I make no doubt^ anfweTf though 
not upon oath, with the veracity of a defendant in the Court 
of Chancery. 

The noble* Lord, Sir, has gone very largely into the wide 
field of debate, which the bufinefs of this day opens. He has 
entertained, informed, and inflruded the Committee, and no 
inember of it has heard him with more pleafure than myfclf : 
but the noble Lord flopped fhort where I could have "wifhcd 
him to have gone on. I am left, and the Committee) I be- 
lieve, is alfo left with me, in the dark as to two very importp; 
ant points for their confideration. The firfl point is, what 
(hare of the publick and ufual revenue of the State will be this 
year employed in the difcharge of our national debt ? The 
fecond point is, whether our annual revenue is decreafing or 
increafing ? Both are important. I will thef efore venture to 
trefpafs for a moment upon the patience of the Houfe, to men- 
tion what occurs to me concerning them. In regard to the 
firfl point, I fear, Sir, it will not be found that much of our 
revenue has been employed in difcharging our debt, the great 
ufe to which, in my opinion, it ought in time of peace to be 
applied. 

One million of the three per cent* annuities is to be paid off^ 
by a voluntary fubfcription of the annuities, at the rate of 
BZper cent. The fum requifite for the paying it is 880,000/. 
Your Exchequer Bills amounted laflyear to 1,000,000/. This 
year they are augmented to 1,250,000/. Here then is a new 
debt contrafted of 250,000/. A lottery is propofed of fixty 
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thoufand tickets^ at 12/. lo/. each ticket. The Tahxe of tbe 
ticket is lo/. only. The puUick pays then 2/. 10/. for ths 
liberty of gaming for lo/. This muft be confidered as a new 
lax impofed upon us, and will amount to 150,000/. which^ 
with 250,000/. additional Exchequer Bills, making in all 
400,000/. muft, in faimefs, be deducted from the 880,000/. 
to be employed in the redemption of the million of three per 
cents. The remainder then is 480,000/. But before the noble 
Lord can be warranted in taking credit for even this paltry 
fum, a^ employed in difcharging our debt, it remains to fees 
wh^er that debt has not been increafing at one end, as faft 
as we are paying it off at the other. What was your navy debt 
' this time twelve months ? What is it now ? The noble Lord 
has not told you how this important point ftands : yet it was 
his duty to do fo. You have voted 200,006/. as part of the 
fupply of the year, towards reducing that debt. I think I have 
fomewhere heard this will go but a fhort way, and that there 
will remain ftill about 1,600,000/. to be difcharged. If this is 
true, your navy debt is now, after difcharging 2oo,eoo/. of it, 
about 300,000/, higher than it was a year ago. The noble 
Lord, nor no man who hears me, will deny that this increafe 
of 300,000/. muft alfo be deducted from the former fum of 
480,000/. Here then remains 1 8o,ooo/. which has been ap* 
plied of all your immenfe annual revenue towards the leffening 
of our national debt. A revenue of upwards of 10,000,000/. 
and a finking ftmd of 2,700,000/. purpofcly and originally 
deftined for the difcharge of our debt, afford not a fingle 
farthing more than 180,000/. for the fervice of the higheft im- 
portance to the kingdom ; and that too. Sir, in the twelfth 
year after the peace of Verfailles, and in a time of profound 
tranquillity. A day of triumph to the Minifter ! This is. Sir, 
$md in the mind of every thinking man muft be reckoned, a day 
of humiliation to the noble Lord, and to every man concerned 
in the finances of this kingdom. Who can. Sir, without for-i 
row and defpair, refleA on the prefent ftate of our revenue^ 
confumed in ufelefs peace eftablifhments, which, far from add- 
ing to our ftrength, only encumber and enfeeble the nation, 
by abforbing thofe refources, which in wifdom and found 
policy ought to be referved for war. 

Let me now. Sir, mention fliortly the other material part 
of this day?s bufinefs, which has been totally omitted by the 
noble Lord. I mean. Sir, the increafe or decreafe of our re- 
venue. This is an important confideration \ for if, while our 
expences increafe, our revenue fhould be found to decreafe,. 
the candle is then lighted at both ends, and our fituation is, 
indeed, truly deplorable. This omiffion has, I dare fay, been 
'*."'■ unintended. 
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tmlntended. Yet I am led by fome circnmftaaces to fupfbtcg 
this part of the pidhire has not been without defign thrown 
into the ihade ; when brought forward^ I fear it will not bd 
pleafing. What makes me think fo is this* The noUc Lord 
has ftated the finking fund for this year at 2»7QOyOOo/. and he 
has alfo told us, that this is in part compofed of about 370 or 
350^000/. of favings of intereft in coniequence of debt formeiv 
ly difcharged. Yet, Sir, I remember the finking fund having 
been taken five or fix years back, if not longer, at 2,8oo,ooo/« 
when, lefs of our debt being paid off, the favings on the article 
of intereft muft have been much imaller th^ they are now 
related by the noble («ord. From hence. Sir, I conclude oup 
revenue, the income of the nation, is on die decline ; but as I 
can only fpeak from inference, and not with certainty, I fhal) 
wait with pleafure to hear from the noble Lord himfdf hfijW 
this matter ftands, and at prefent leave the fubjeA here. 

But, Sir, before I fit down, I muft beg the indulgence of 
the Committee, to throw out an idea. I have Ionghad| how 
this Houfe ought to aA concerning our debts and efbblifh-t 
ments. The idea is crude, ill<digefted, and, perhaps, vifion* 
ary ; yet as I know my intention, to be fair, I am bound to 
hazard it. In time of war. Sir, the firft queftion of the Com^ 
mittee of Supply ought to be, how many feamen, howtpanj 
foldiers, and how much money is reqaifiteto defend ourfdvei^ 
and to annoy and attack the enemy ? To thefe objefts every 
other fhould give way. The fpirit of the nation will vote, and 
I truft the faculty of the State will fiimifii amply for fiich fcr-^ 
vices; The great law of neceffity, feif«-defence, requires that 
war fhould not be ftarred : but the war once at an end^ and 
pence reftored, the Houfe fhould in its wifdom and good fenie^ 
invert the brder of its proceeding. Force is no longer your 
firft obje£L The care of your finances ftands far before itt 
You fhould enquire what incumbrances have been cohtraded^ 
and examine your^means of difcharging them within a reafbnr 
able time, fo as to reftore jou fpeedily to your former fitua^ 
tion, in point of debts and taxes. Your firft vote in time of 
peace fhould be of the fum requifite for that pn^fe» kaviag 
the furplus or refidue to be applied by the Minifiry. Vote 
largely from the finking fund for the payment of your dti^ 
and let the Miniffay cut and carve the remgindbr as they 
pleafe; for I fhall ever be of opinion, . that great fleets and 
armies, in time of peace, ferve only to increaie the power of 
the Crown, and weaken that of the kingdom. 
Covcmor GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE faid, that no man had rOi* 
johndooc. peived greater pleafure from the noUe Lord's fpeech than hifll» 
leif ; but notwUhAaading all the applaofe it h^ receiyedf he 
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thought thett irert fdme parts in k which lay ektrteidy opeiti 
particularly the treatment of the Eaft-Ifcidia Company, die four 
Q»iie*half/i^^»x^. raifed by Royal authority on the Ceded lilandat 
and the manner of paying off the one million now propbfedi 
He faid his Lordfhip had defcribedt in the moft humorous maiH 
&er, the £urce of Power afliiming the garb of JufUce in the 
operations df the French finances* That no man could exceed 
his Lordlhip in that defcription i his fblemn Toicei his ferious 
manner, his peculiar a£Uon, all contributed to g^ve the proper 
vein of ridicule td iitich proceedings. But while the noble Lord, 
deforibed the conduft of the French Financier, it brought to 
the Governor's mind the exaft counterpart of the Englifli MW 
nifter* He obferved, his Lordlhip had confefied that he was 
now convinced the extravagant ideas conceived by Government^ 
of the riches to be dravm from the Eaft Indies, was in (aft a 
golden dream. His Lordfhip likewife confefled that he was 
convinced, by an account drawn up by one of the prefent Di^ 
rectors, that Government had afhially received all or did 
greateft part of what had been remitted home from theie ac-« 
quifitions, and that the funis which had been divided among 
the proprietoiis, was really an acclumuktioii of debt intailed 
upon them. But^ fays the noble Lord, I sm nfcverthelefs ghd 
the publick has got the money. It would have been abforbed 
in founder abroad, or jobs at home. The Governor fubmitted 
to the Houfe whether that was not the very language put mto 
the mouth of the French Financier, when he cut ^ibc pen* 
fions and falaries to placemen, which had in fad been puD* 
chafed by money, with this diSbrence, that the Frabdimaa 
had the neceffity of the State to plead, and condoled with the 
fufferer, while his Lordfhip held fbidi the hij^ fituadon 6t 
publick credit, and exulted in proceedings that mufl ever de-^ 
prive us of any future claims to that facred diilin£tion among 
nations. The Governor faid he wais frr from faying die per^ 
fidy of Britain was yet to be compared to that of France ; that 
the forms of the conflitntion did not permit it; that we were 
not as yet fo far advanced in the ftage of political fociety; they 
had pafied the zenith of profperity in Lewis the Fourteenth^ 
time, we on the clofe of the lafl war.: but diis country waa 
making rapid progrefs in the fame lines of frivolity, vanity» 
difiipation, and injufUce. Hie Governor faid that ao man 
had a greater right to exclaun ag^uifl rapine in the Eaft Indies, 
qr jobbing at home, than himOtlf, as he had uniformly oppofed 
bodi I but it was a poor comfort, and a ftkl excufe to the in- 
nocent flockholder, that becaufe he h^ fuffered thofe injuries 
from others, ihe injuftice of Government fhould be added to 
render the meafurc of his miferies completCi and €VQn fbuiftd^ 
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iiig cm thofe three calamities the deftniAion of all hi$ ri^ts 
and privileges which had been purchafed from the State under 
the &ith of Parliament ; that the credit of a kiiigdom was like 
the honor of a man, or the chaftity of a woman, when once 
they began to yield, they fooh proceeded to the moft abandon-^' 
ed extremities ^ that it was for ^s reafon he rofe to warn the 
guardians of the nation of the doubtful fteps they had purfued 
before they ftrayed too far, and not with any view of diminifh-' 
ing the refpeA due to the noble Lord, but, on the contrary^ 
to add to it ; by warning him to avoid fuch meafures as muft 
tamifh his reputation, notwithftanding the greateft aUlities. 
That it ill became the noble Lord to talk of plunderers abroad, 
and jobbers at home, without he could fhew, after all the po-f 
fitive fa£h edablifhed by Parliamentary enquiry, that any man 
notorious in thofe practices, had been difcountenanced or 
abafhed by his condu^ towards him ; but if it appeared oh. the 
contrary, fuch men were particularly marked amOiig the nnm^ 
ber of their friends, and diftin^uUhed by his recommendation, 
the general language of cenlure was hollow and iniincere. 
That he did not fay (with Colonel Barre) that the noble Lord 
had << mified a million, and filched a patronage," but he aver^ 
red the noble Lord had unjuftly extracted fourteen hundred 
thoufand pounds, and boldly difdainfiil of publick faith, had 
feized a paronage, and appeared with his troops to fupport it. 
That, after ridiculing the falfe pretences of a French Financier, 
it was below the ingenuous charaAef of an Englifb Minifter, to 
avow to the Houfe of Commons, after the notorious conduA 
which had been held, that he never wifhed to acquire any pa-^ 
tronage in the Eafl-India Company. Did the noble Lord pre- 
tend to fay that the conduct of his Secretary had been without 
his orders ? Did the Secretary, on his left hand, prelume to 
deny any of the letters, which had been given to the publick 
as copies of the originals, in his name ? That if any fubterfiige 
ihould arife on this point, he was bold to fay, he had one of 
thofe original letters (afiuming all management) in his pocket. 
The other matter in which the Governor obferved the 
publick faith of the nation had been violated, if not the con^^ 
ftitution of the country, was the levying of four and a half ^ 
cent, on the Ceded Iflands by edift of the King. The Gover* 
nor faid, he difdained thofe dodrines, that after a proclamation 
had been made to the fubjeA, under the Great S^ of Britain, 
with his Majeft/s facred promife affixed, and which muft have 
pafied through all the offices of the State for their approbation, 
that. fuch notification to^e world ihould be held of non-effi:A, 
even where the King, .^the uniform acquiefcence of the Le- 
giilaturej had been permitted as the executive magiftrate om 

ibch 



A. 1774- DEBATES. 271 

fuch eftablifhments. To fay, after thefc iafts (wjiich none 
can deny), that men, purchafing eftatcs under the faith of fuch 
a proclamation, cannot plead it in Bar ; or that after fuch facred 
afliirances, alaioft every article fhall bt: violated, and an arbi- 
trary tax of four and a half/tr cr/it. nn tiic grofs property, fhall 
be raifed by the King's cdiCt (an authority totally inadequate to 
fuch purpofcs, though the fame whicii ha J given proclamation 
it Ihould never be .^xadlcd), is a breach of national fiiith in fo 
palpable ^ degree, that nothing Icfs than the total indiiR'rence 
and lethargy into which we are fallen, could prevent a Parlia- 
mentary enquiry. That with regard to the conftitutional point, 
involved under claims of conqueft, whether his Majefty had 
originally fuch a power before he had in fiibftance palfed his 
word that he never would excrcife it, the Governor declined 
fpeaking with confidence, becaufe he naturally fuppofed the 
ableft law officers had given an opinion in approbation of fuch 
a meafure. Ncverthelefs, the Governor fairly confcfled, that 
if fuch a prerogative of raifing money, and applying conquefts 
to private pcnfions, exiftcd in the Crown, it difturbcd every 
idea he had of the Britiih Conftitution. 

The Governor further faid, that Lord North had been very 
artful in the management of the queftion of the day. That he 
agreed with the noble Lord, he was indeed the defendant, 
confidering what had been faid on former debates, but like a 
fecond Scipio, he had removed the war from Italy to ■ Africa, 
and thrown the gentlemen on that fide of the Houfe into fo 
much recolleftion to defend themfelvcs for their conduft on 
former occafions, that they had totally omitted faying a word 
to the queftion, which he thought very reprehenfible. The 
noble Lord, he faid, admitted that eighty-five was the natural 
price of the three fer cents, in the prefent market j that they 
had only rofe to cightyf.eight within thefe eight days, fince the 
plan of the budget came out. tor this reafon his Lordlhip 
propofcd to exclude all who had purchafed from that time^ 
By admitting the fa<^ of the rife, the noble Lord proved that 
the benefit on lottery tickets was a fufficient inducement for 
ftockholders to accept payment, without any additional value 
on the market price of the ftock. That by the prefent mode, 
three pounds premium was given . on the ftock, and the fix 
lottery tickets at 1 2/. ipx. could not be reckoned at lefs ad- 
vantage than five pounds. So that in faft, the State paid eight 
pounds premium on every eighty-five, which was extremely 
improvident. For as the money lenders in time of war exafted 
great premiums from the State, the publick had an equal right 
to pay off at the loweft rates, at wliich the confent of the cre- 
ditor could be obtained. That the propofition for excluding 
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all who had purchafed iincc the terms were known, was u»- 
juft, and the pretence held out evidently fallacious ; for it can- 
not be liippofed, if the perfons about the noble Lord were in- 
clined to gambling in the Alley, that they would have waited 
buying in till the ftock rofe. Tliat the methods taken to avoid 
fufpicion, did in h^ create fufpicion. That the pretence of 
making it an open lublcription^ leaving the management to the 
clerks of the Bank, had been fully refuted by the event of laft 
year, when, though a kind of ftorm prevailed^ in which fome 
general officers loft their wigs and canes^ yet> by a ftrange 
Fatality^ when the favourite names of fortune appeared^ if the 
Bank Directors and the noble Lord had agreed ui {electing 
them, they could not have been more exa£l in fixing upon their 
friends. The Governor faid, the fair charafter of the perfons 
round the noble Lord left no room for fufpicion witli thofe who 
knew them, but thefe ftrange fortuitous circumftances mifled 
all otliers who did not •, and juft like the penfion beftowed on 
his HcMiorablc Friend ^ Mr. Cornwall) concerning which he had 
given fo complete a juftification, yet his change of fentiments, 
or rather converfion, having happened precifely at the time of 
receiving it, and his conduft having kept pace with the pro- 
grcfs, men who did not know him fo well as the Governor 
did, were apt to impute it to motives againft which he had 
conftantly been declaiming." That in cafe the noble Lord 
really meant to avoid all fufpicion in the prefent projeft, there 
was an obvious method, that of going back fix weeks, and after 
the fubfcription had been open for eight days, for the benefit 
of gentlemen living in the country, then drawing the names 
of thofe entitled to publick fcivour from a balloting box. 

The Governor jQiewed likewiie the fallacy in fuppofing that 
one million of the national debt was diminifhed ; for, in faA, 
reckoning the prefent lottery, and the increafed unfunded debt 
of the navy, it will be found, that in faA we had not paid off 
three hundred thoufand pounds. 

There was no divifion. 

May 1 7. The Houfe in Committee on the linen trade, 
lord Frc- LORD FREDERICK CAMPBELL— The long and con* 
Campbell ^"^^^^ attention which has been given to this afiair, and the 
great confequences wliich have been fuppofed to rcfult from it, 
have very much engaged the minds of men who have thought 
themfelves intcrefted. Sir,thc courfe of evidence through which 
we have gone» has proved, beyona a poffibility of doubt, and 
enturely uncontrovertcd, that the linen manufafhnre of both 
Britain and Ireland has greatly dedined i of the caufes of thi^ 
decline^ opinions have been various i on one hand h is aftected 
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to be owing to the rivalfliip of foreign linens ; on the other, 
that it has been occafioned by the failures of credit. It would 
carry me too far to go into thofc matters at prefent. Sir, m 
confequence of this decline, proportions were thought of to 
fupport it, which unexpectedly raifed a general and very ex- 
traordinary ahrm : gentlemen concerned for the woollen and 
other mannfafhires of the kingdom were frightened, left the 
great ftaple of the kingdom fhould fuffer. In confequence of 
this unexpefted alarm the propofitions defigned to be made 
were luid afide, and inftead of them, I fhall now make a mo- 
tion, which, upon the moft mature deliberation, I apprehend 
will meet with no oppofition from any quarter : it is. Sir, 
♦* That a Bounty of Three Halfpence per Yard be given on 
the Export of BritUh and Irifli Linens, painted, ftained, or 
printed.** I muft remarkj Sir, that this is no new propofition, 
it was a bounty given many years ago, and not difcontinued 
till the year 1756, for what reafen I know not ; it is not par- 
ticular either to Ireland or Scotland, it i^ meant to be to Bri* 
tifh and Iriih in general. This is fo reafonable a point, and 
fb little open to the oppofition which was made to the fuppofed 
propofitions, that I apprehend. Sir, it is impoffible for any 
gentleman, upon fuch principles, to declare again ft it; it 
can raife no fears of retaliation from foreign Princes, no du- 
ties are afked for, no other manufafture can fuffer ; in a word. 
Sir, this idea goes merely to the fupport of the diftrefled ma- 
nufacturers of Scotland and Ireland, who are in fuch a condi- 
tion, that unlefs ibmething is done, I know not what fatal 
confequences may flow from it. 

LORD BEAUCHAMP— I rife. Sir, to fecond the motion Lord Beau- 
made by my noble Friend, which appears to mc to be fo per- ^^*™P* 
fedtly reafonable, and to avoid in every inftance and confe- 
quence any the leaft evil, that I do not apprehend any oppo- 
iition will be made to it. The noble Lord has mentioned 
propofitions which were fiippofed to be neceflary for re-infta- 
ting the manufaftures of Scotland and Ireland, but which 
have been laid afide from finding how ftrongly they were con- 
tefted : the prefent idea is very fmall, compared to what the 
necefiity of the cafe feems to require •, but ftill that fomething 
fhould be done, appears fo clearly, even this fmall matter of 
encoursrgehient is wifhed for. I muft recal to the minds of 
gentlemen the miferable ftate of Ireland, to which I fhall 
more particularly confine myfelf, having opportunities, from 
my connections, of gaining information that can be depended 
u[H)n. Sir, the decline in the great ftaple of that kingdom j 
the only ftaple, it has been proved fufiiciently clear at your Bar : 
the number of looms unemployed is immenfe ; that emigra- 
tions to America are alari^iing to an high degree j for let it 
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not be forgotten, that thefe emigrations are from the Proteft- 
ant part of the kingdom, and confequently, that you arc 
doubly weakened by them. When poverty and diftrefs are commg 
fo faft upon the moft induftrious part of the kingdom, that 
they are forced to leave it to take refuge in other countries, 
carrying with them their fkiU, their induftry, and even the 
implements of their bufinefs ; when this is plainly and uncon- 
trovertibly proved to be the cafe, how any gentleman can be 
againft giving this fmall afliflance, in order to prevent fo great 
an evil, I cannot readily think ; and 1 therefore fuppofe, and 
hope, that the propofition will meet with general approbation. 
tordXorth. LORD NORTH— I think, Sir, that the motion of the 
noble Lord contains a propofition very reafonable, in its pre- 
fent form j the diftrefs of the linen manufachire in the three 
kingdoms has certainly been proved in the clearcft manner ; 
but. Sir, I muft obferve one thing which I think very cffcn-* 
tial in the general enquiry, though perhaps not particularly 
bearing againft the prefent propofition 5 it is that the gentle- 
men who have patronized this matter, have totally failed in 
the firft matter which they attempted to prove ; that the de- 
cline of the linen manufaftiure was owing to the increafed 
importation of foreign linens ; that matter has totally failed 
them. It has, on the contrary, been very clearly proved, 
from authentic papers and evidence, that the importation 
of foreign linens has decreafed in a greater proportion even 
than the decline of the Scotch and Irifli manufa£hire } con-* 
fequently that part of the enquiry falls entirely to the ground. 
Now, Sir, as to the prefent propofition, confidering it as 
an old bounty revived, for the fufpcnfion of which I fee no 
good reafon, I muft own it appears perfeftly reafonable ; and 
as the bounty given already upon plain linens, being ex« 
tended to the fame manufacture in a more improved ftate, 
is confiftent with found principles of commerce, I.fhall not 
be againft it. Indeed it appears to be rather abfurd, to 
give a bounty upon the export of a fabrick in a lower ftagc, 
and not give it upon the export when improved by farther 
manufafture ; this conduft appears to be contrary to the firft 
principles* But, Sir, there is a farther enquiry in this affairi 
Ivhich is, what damage may from this bounty accrue to our 
printed cottons ? If it fhould have the effcft of injuring thofe 
fabricks, it will prove a fufllcient reafon againft it ) but that 
muft be matter of evidence. No bounty muft be expefted in 
return upon tliem, for they at prefent can fupport themfelve$ 
without a bounty. The matter is therefore plainly this, if the 
propofition is pcrfeftly reafonable, I think it fhould be granted, 
if it is proved that it will not deftroy another manufafture. 

GOVERNOR 
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GOVERNOR POWNALL— The propoCtion now made Governor 
by the noble Lord, is fo far ihort of what was expefted from ^ownaiu 
their intentions, and the ground for our conlideration is. fo 
narrowed, that rcanhot trouble the Committee with any tiling 
on the general fubjeft, on which I had much to fay ; and I 
fliall trouble it with very little on the prefent queftion, as there 
can be but little faid on it. 

At -the fame time that I ftate how the ground nOw ftands, 
it may not be improper to remind the Committee how it ftood 
when the matter was firft agitated. The avowed purpofes for 
which this enquiry was inftituted, gave great alarm to the 
landed intereft of this country : at a time when they knew 
that tlie woollen manufafturc of this kingdom had been for 
fome time under a gradual decline (it had in the years 1772 
and 1773 fuffered a^.yiolent fliock, and remains at prefent un- 
der a very critical ciieck), they were not a little furprifed that 
the linen manufafture alone Ihould fecm to demand our atten- 
tion ; that that branch alone fhould claim our relief. Jealous 
of this competition, and confcious o^ tlie importance of their 
own intereft, they formed a meeting to watch the motions of 
this meafure, aiid they confulted and united with the commer- 
cial interefts of this country. 

The gentlemen of the meeting not only attended every ftep 
of the bufinefs of this Committee, but carefully re-examined, 
from time to time, the whole ftate of the evidence given in 
the feveral papers and accounts laid before the Committee ; 
and alfo that given by the perfons examined at the Bar. This 
matter was not confidered by them, nor examined in any par- 
tial view, either as to the objeft, or with any national preju- 
dices. The whole ftate of our minufaftures were confidered 
by this meeting, as being part of the general intereft of Great 
Britain. The ground of complaint, whereon the application 
has been made, was fully enquired into, the reafon of the 
relief fought, and the effeft it would have was duly weighed^ 
If we had been convinced that there was ground whereon to 
ftate any diftrefs in the linen manufaftnre, peculiar to that, and 
not conmaon to the reft, we were difpofed, we were deter- 
mined, to give our weight ; if any means had, or could have 
been propofed, which might give relief thereto, without hurt- 
ing the woollen or other manufactures of this country, without 
giving further preferences againft thefe, we wiflied to confider 
it. That which had been propofed we could not acquiefce 
in \ nor, upon mature, difpaflionate, and impartial inveftiga- 
tion of the matter, could we find any peculiar cafe, as a juft 
ground of the complaint* 
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Wc then, in a general view, confidcred thofe principles 
from which the cftablifhment of all manufaftures muft derive. 
If they are fo grounded as to be profitable to the manufac- 
turer, and advantageous to the community, they muft be fuch 
as to employ the poor, to maintain thofe they employ, to create 
a ftock of profitable labour in the community ; and that ftock 
ifaould be fuch as may be converted to national purpofes. 
On thefe grounds we examined the ftate of the linen manu* 
lafturc, 

I ihould here have gone into a full ftate of tlus objeft, its 
progrefs and advancement : it will, however, be fufficient to 
obfervc, that a fabrick, where it is not founded on materials 
of the land where that fabrick is eftabliflied, but upon a fo- 
reign material, which comes fo dear, and takes fuch a fhare 
of the profit of the fabrick, that a manufafturer cannot have 
his proportion of that profit 5 if the fabrick when it comes to 
market is to fell upon a par with other fabricks of the like 
nature ; or if the manufafturer is to have ftich a fhare of the 
profit as he can live upon, and the deficiency of the price is 
to be made out by bounties paid by the community at large, 
that manufafture, however it may anfwer the particular local 
profits for a time, can never convert to national purpofes in ge- 
neral, or upon the whole. 

I fhould now have fully confidered the nature of duties laid 
upon foreign linens, by way of giving preference to our own, 
I fhould have confidered every encouragement that thefe have 
had, and the eflWl and operation of fuch ; and fhould have 
fhewn, that, contrary to the fpirit of all former Parliaments, 
in the year 1742, the idea was firft taken up, and carried into 
execution, of making foreign linens come dear to the poor 
confumer, becaufe our own manufa6hirers could not make 
them cheap. It is, however, fuflicient at prefent to fay, that 
tinder the advantages which the Britifh and Irifh linen manu- 
fafture has had, it has increafed to a very great degree, fo as 
to obtain more than an equal fhare in the commerce of this 
country, as to the confumption of linens. Of forty-nine mil- 
lions of prds of linen, which make the total amount of our 
commerce in this article, thirty-two millions are of Britiih 
and Irifh fabrick ; twenty-five millions of foreign ; twenty- 
two millions of home-made manufaihire are confumed within 
the kingdom, feventeen of the foreign, ten millions and three- 
quarters of the Britifh and Irifh manufafture go into our ex-» 
ports, feven millions and a half only of the foreign ; and this 
I think I may venture to affirm is a very good fhare of that 
branch of bufinefs. 

Th« 
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The nature of the queftion now propolcd confines th^ de- 
bate fimply to the article of bounties, and to thofc I Ihall now 
more particularly confine myfelf. All bounties fhould be only 
temporary, as they are only given as a help to the outfet of 
an infant manufa6hire ; if I may ufe the expreilion, they are 
as a go-cart to the infant that is not yet able to ftand on his 
own legs ; but if that child is kept too long in a go-cart, it 
will go upon crutches as long as it lives. Let us fee how the 
faft Sands as to this. In the year 1 742> bounties were firft 
given to the home linen manufafture, for feven years ; three 
years afterwards they were enlarged and extended. In 17491 
though the manufaftiire' had grown up confideraHy in bulk, 
yet not having grown proportionably in ftrength, thofe boun- 
ties were continued for (cveral years longer. The manufac* 
ture continued increafing in fize and intereft, but ftill being 
of a poor aud weakly conftitution, though it got out of its go* 
cart, it was obliged, in the year 1756, to be put upon crutches. 
As it has grown taller and taller, we have been obliged, from 
time to time, to lengthen out thefe crutches, and it will go 
upon them to the end of its exiftence. 

Viewing bounties, as they ftate the manufafturer's account ; 
— as they begin it with a faHe credit, the balances will be con- 
tinually falfe 5 and they never will afterwards be able to reftify 
them. This is the adhial ftate and operation of the bounties 
on the linen manufa^hu'e ; for though they have increafed un- 
der them to a very great degree, yet we are continually re- 
ceiving repeated application for further and further preferences 
and bounties, which, however, never will be adequate to the 
purpofe. As a manufacture, fo far as it is founded on an ori- 
ginal, radical defeft (the eftablifhing it on a foreign material, 
that comes too dear to be fo wrought up by the home manu- 
fadhirer, as to be brought to market upon the general fcale of 
prices), muft always have the balance againft it. So far as a 
manufa<5lurc is founded on the native produce of the country 
where it is eftablifhed, there it may be beneficial, and every 
encouragement that can ought to be given to it. 

As to this particular bounty that is now applied for, tlic 
home manufefhires did poflefs it, from the firft cftablifhment 
of bounties till the year 1756. From experience it was found 
to operate as a preference againft the cotton manufaftures of 
I^ancafhire. The manufacturers therefore of that branch, 
though they did not want a bounty, yet applied to have a (hare 
of this, in order to avoid that preference. The manufactur- 
ers, rather than fubmit to give them a fhare, chofe to drop it ; 
and, till the year 1770, went on very well without it. in 
that year they applied to have it reitored to them j but it was 
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it is from a fidlacious fplitting of years, and then the faA is 
not fo ; but look at every year's export in their own tables^ 
and fee if any thing can fpeak a more clear and decifive km-* 
guage ; take year by year, take the average of any number of 
years, and compare it with that of any others ; draw what 
comparifon you pleafe that is fair, and my aflertion will bq 
found true ; but as to fplitting this and that year, and com- 
paring months and weeks, it is ridiculous. This great part of 
the enquiry, therefore, is decifive ; but. Sir, I aflert that there 
has been no decline to authorife an application to Parliament ; 
I aflert that there is not a manufadbire in this kingdom fo com- 
plete in all its parts, in fuch good order, and fo little declined as 
the linen manufacture of Scotland and Ireland ; the great 
flaple of the kingdom, the wooUcji manufadhire, has reafon 
to envy it. Every one of the clothing counties, and it is a faft 
which I pledge myfelf to prove, if called upon, are now de- 
clined in their exports more than the linen. It is the fame 
even with the hardware ; go to every manufia£hiring town in 
the kingdom, you will Bnd the fame complaints, founded on 
the moft authentick proofs ; and you will every where find the 
date of this diftrefs to be June 1772. How could the linen 
manufacture expert to be exempt from fo general, fo univer- 
fal a calamity ? And why come to Parliament for encourage- 
ment in confequence of diftrefs which muft in the nature of 
things remedy itfelf ? Would it not be a moft injurious negleft 
of all other manufactures to fingle out this as a favourite one, 
while there arc fo many others that deferve your attention far 
more, though not noify complainants at your Bar. I do afr 
fert, that to give fuch a preference would be contrary to all 
principles of commerce, and repugnant to common fenfe. 
There is not a manufacture in the kingdom that now enjoys 
fuch bounties as the linen ; and is not a ^efh and fo ill-founded 
an application a proof that the more you do for it, the more 
you will be tcized to do. I call it an ill-founded application, 
becaufe the caufe is general to all manufactures, and there- 
fore to prove diftrefs, which is common to every fabrick, is 
proving nothing to the purpofe — an obfervation which is an 
anfwer to all the pathetick defcriptions we have had of the ftate 
of Ireland and Scotland. 

LORD GEORGE GERMAINE— I fhall be for the prefent Lord Geo. 
queftion, not becaufe I think fo inconfiderable a bounty as4ooo/. ^nnaint. 
can have any great effeCt, but becaufe it will fliew the people that 
this Houfe gives ear to their complaints, feels for their diftrefs, 
and is ready to do what it can towards their relief ; I ftiould 
mean it rather as an encouragement to keep up their fpirits, 
and as- a proof of our good-will, than an efieClive cure for their 
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misfortunes ; a light in which I haye not heard any oppofition 
of moment. But I wifh the Right Honorable Member near 
me (General Conway) would bring the general afiairs of Ire* 
land, relative to our reftri^ons on their trade, before this 
Houfe, that they might undergo a full revifion, be duly and 
clearly confidered $ and I am confident, that then you would 
JBnd it not only right, but neceflary, to make fome very €on<p 
fiderable alterations in your policy of managing the trade of 
that kingdom, 
Mr, Dcmp. Mr. DEMPSTER-^It being proved, that by granting the 
^ff bounty now moved for on printed linen, no injury whatioever 

will be done to the cotton manufadhire, it would be mif-rfpending 
the tipie of the Committee to fay one word more on that fub* 
jeA. It has alfo been proved, that thofe who are concerned 
for the woollens have nothing to apprehend from this bounty, 
I fhould not, therefore, have prefumed to trouble the Com* 
mittee with any thing from me, but for what has fallen from 
the Honorable Gentleman, who thinks the cotton manu£^ory 
will not only fuffer, but will fuffer by unfair means. He fpeaks 
of engagements between the cotton and linen manufaAurers to 
make a common caufe, and to accept of no advantage but 
what fhould be equally beneficial to both ; thia infinyation, I 
ponfefs, hurts me. Engagements ought, and vfith me Aall 
ever be facred : but, in the firfl place, I know of no engage* 
ment. In the next, I mufl call the Honorable Gentleman's 
attention to the (lircumflances which have given rife to the pre* 
fent motion for a bounty on printed linen. liarly in the feffion» 
when the Committee was moved for, the gentlemen concerned 
for the woollens took the alarm, and though, in my confcience, 
I think the alarm groundlefs, yet it has determined them to 
oppofe every encouragement intended to be aiked for the relief 
of the linen manufaoure : the ^.Houfe is thereby divided into 
two parties, and in a contefl between linen and woollen I need not 
tell the Honorable Gentleman on which fide the majority lies : 
the balance on this, as on moft other occafions, is in the hands 
of the noUe J^ord (Lord North) who fits near him. That 
noble Iiord declares he will confent to no additional duties be- 
ing laid upon foreign linen, but will concur in a bounty on 
printed and painted linen, if we will be contented to accept of 
that relief only« The ftate of the cotton manuf^ory not be- 
ing before the Houfe, and there appearing no neceifity for a 
farther encouragement to it, the noble Lord, as adminiibra- 
tor of our finances, does not think himfelf warranted to be^ 
ftow upon it any of the money of the ftate. In this fituation 
of things, does the HonoraUe Gentleman really think the 
fiends of the linqi mapufa^bure could either refufe the affifl? 
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wee offered by the noble Lord^ or contend for itt CKtcnfion 
to cotton ? I am perfuaded he doc^ not ^ and I truft wc fliall 
iland juftified in his opinion for the conduA we have held. 

Another circumftancei not adverted to by the Honorable 
jGentleman) is the very different 'ftate of the prcfent laws rei^ 
lative to linen and cotton printed cloth manufaAured at home. 
As the law now ftands^ no printed cotton, other than the 
manufa^hire of Britain, can be worn in this kingdom. The 
wear of all others is forbidden by pofitive ftatute. The cotton 
therefore, already enjoys a monopoly over the whole ifland \ 
the law admits no rival to it i but printed foreign linens m^ 
be lawfully worn at home as well as printed Britifh and Irim 
linens. Give us the exdufive fale at home, and I will anfwer 
for it, the noble Lord will withdraw his motion for this paltry 
bounty, and be well fatisfied with the exchange. 

Sir, I muft fay a few wordt on the dodrine maintained in 
the prefent debate bv other gentlemen who oppofe this motion ; 
I do not hope thereby to make many converts to my opinion : 
gentlemen have taken their fides ; the fate of the day is abready 
determined : but I have often obferved that truth finds its way 
at laft in this Houfe i and however imperfeAly I may explain 
myfelf to the Committee, if what I advance be true, I have 
no doubt it will ftrike other gentlemen who have more abilities 
and better talents, and more authority to inforce ufeful truths 
than I can pretend to. I have heard it frequently afferted In the 
courfe of this proceeding, that there may be danger in encourag- 
ing our own manufa^hires ; that thofe of foreign ftates deferve 
a preference to them ; and that, to promote the fale of your 
woollens abroad, you fhould difcourage the increafe of every 
manufa6hu*e with which fuch foreign ftates can fupply you in 
return for your woollens : and it has been particularly urged 
as an argument againft encouraging the linen manufaiEhure, that 
the raw materials of which it is made come ft'om abroad \ and 
that the manufaAure is not a natural one. Sir, if thefe doctrines 
are true, I am to learn my rudiments of the policy of this 
commercial kingdom. Hitherto I have underftood, that the 
acquifition of a new manufa^re, or the encouragement of an 
old one, were favourite obje^ with this Houfe : that whoever 
applied to you for either of thofe purpofes never failed of ob- 
taining your approbation, nor of receiving your affiftance. 
Could the petitioners ihew that a fufficient quantity could be 
made at home to fupply our confiunption, you would grant 
them a prohibition on the foreign ; but if the manufa£hure was 
(like the linen) of flow growth, then vou contented yourfelves 
with impofing, by way of regulation, hich duties as would give 
in thQ ^xmktt a dear prera*ence to the home manufafture. 

Formerly, 
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they gained it, Ireland loft it, and you got not fixpence by 
your folly. It needs no argument to prove this abfurdity, and 
the faft is known to all the world. The Irifh woollen rnanu- 
fafturers went with their art to France, and the linen manufao 
turers are now going in a fimilar manner to North America^ 
taking their machines with them •, a plain proof of what they 
intend fhall be their employment there. Sir, the ftatc of that 
kingdom is deplorable, one-third of the linen manufa<Ehu'ers are 
out of employment, or have emigrated. The diftrefs is uni- 
verfal, the poor are ftarving, tlie rents of the lands are fallen 
znd daily falling ^ in a word, the whole kingdom is in diftrefs. 
Is it not eafy to fee that the confequence of fuch a ftate will 
' be a general impoveriihment ? And it well becomes gentle- 

men to refleft, that in proportion as Ireland grows poor, for 
want of encouragement in her linen manufafture, in juft fuch 
proportion muft the woollen manufadhire of England fuffer, 
for want of ability in Ireland to by her cloths. This muft 
drive the Irifh to manufa^ure wool for their own confump* 
tion, from the inevitable neceflity arifing from not being able 
to pay for any other. Hence, therefore, the profperity of the 
woollen trade of England materially depends on that of the 
linen manufafhire of Ireland. It has been urged that the de- 
cline is owing to the failure of credit ; but its being felt before 
that failure, is anfwer enough to that aflertion, and no other 
caufe except the rivalfhip of foreign linen was ever thought 
of. 
Mr. RoilB Mr. ROSE FULLER— I rife. Sir, only to fay a, word or 
Fuller. ^^Q Qjj jjjg PqJjj^ ^f ^j^^ ^.^j^^^ ^f Iceland falling. — ^I am very 

glad to hear it j for the diftrefs of that country is owing more 
to the rapacity and tyrannical condufl of landlords, than to 
the decline of the manufaAure, as was fully proved at your 
Bar, when you heard the emigrations confifted as much of 
hufbandmen as of manufaAiurers. Befides, Sir, this caufe might 
as well drive away the latter as the former, fince moft of the 
manufa£hirers are occupiers of land. 
■irGcorjr, glR GEORGE TONGE— The great points which oi^t 
^^^^ alone to influence oiu* determination at prefent are, whemer 
the decline of the linen fabricks is owing to the import of fo- 
reign linens. Now, Sir, there never was an axbm in geome- 
try more clearly proved than the contrary pofition ; and tlus 
not from opinions, but authentick Cuftom-houfe tables, which 
the very friends of the meafure themfelves produced j the im^ 
port of linens is lefTened more than their manufaftures 5 in a 
word, it is a point that will admit of no debate. What the 
Right Honorable Gentleman fays, of the manufadhire feeling 
the decline before the Mure of credit^ will not bold water | 
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can alone produce profperity to the feparate parts of « the 
ftate. 

The noble Lord (Lord North) who fpoke, though faintly, 
in fupport of this refolution, faid he did not attend the exami- 
nation of the evidence concerning it ; but from what he had 
feen «n your minutes, he was clearly of opinion we had not 
proved any cafe : with all due deference to the noble Lord> I 
am inclined to think he has not attended much more accurately 
to your minutes than he did to the examination of the wit- 
neffes, otherwife I queftion much if he would have hazarded 
fo ftrong aa affertion. I will not go deeply into this point, Sir, 
but I muft infift upon it, our cafe is too clearly proved. I 
Ihall only mention two fafts, which came out from the wit- 
neffes of the adverfc party : all of them, Sir, informed you, 
that dowlas, or fhirting for the lower clafs of the people, was 
imported from abroad, and fold here of a better quality, and 
at a lower price, than that which is manufaAured in England. 
What elfe does this prove. Sir, but that either additional duties 
muft be laid upon the foreign dowlas, or your own manufac- 
ture of it be undone ? and this. Sir, is neither a Scotch nor an 
Irifh manufafture, but an Engliih one, in which twenty or 
thirty thoufand people have formerly (though not now)been em- 
ployed. The fame witneffes proved, in regard to diapers, that 
all diapers, at and above 45 inches, were entered at the fame 
duty ; and that, under this denomination, diapers were intro- 
duced from abroad as wide as 60 and 70, nay 80 inches. Does 
this abufe require no remedy ? or would it be wrong to cor^ 
reft fo grofs a defeft and overfight in your prefent law ? 

And now. Sir, in regard to Ireland, I ihall fay but two 
^ords : vour faith is folemnly pledged to that kingdom, and 
you are bound to give every encouragement to its linens, which 
you think fit to give to your own. It is a right they have 
purchafed dear ; for a full and moft valuable confideration* 
They have, Sir, by Afts of their own Parliament, ftifled and 
fupprefied a moft profperous manufactory of woollen cloth, 
which their own wool, and the low virages of that country, 
would have enabled them to carry to a prodigious height. I fpeak 
it with regret, but truth obliges me, compels me to declare, 
that as in this inilance Parliament feems determined to treat 
them with unkindnefs, fo on former occafions it has treated 
them with injuftice. 

I beg pardon, Sir, for having intruded fo long on the patience 
of the Committee : I fhall conclude with reminding you, 
that the fate of thoufands of our moft induffarious and poor 
fellow-fubjeds depends upon the iiTue of the prefent queftion* 
For though the bounty moved for will not be complete relief, 
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it will at Icaft be fomc comfort to them. I fhall therefore. 
Sir, ffive my hearty vote for agreeing to the refolution moved 
and (econded by the two noble Lords. 

The queftion being called, the Houfe divided; for the bounty 
129; againftit 63. 

May 26. This day came on the firft reading of the Bill 
to eflablifh a Government in the Province of Quebec ; fent 
from the Lords. 
lit.Hon.T. RIGHT HON. T. TOWNSHEND— As it may fecm a little 
Townfbend extraordinary, that I, who for fo many feffions have been call- 
ing on the Miniftcrs to give a Government to Canada, and 
reproaching them with its not being done fooncr, fhould now, 
that a Bill is brought in for doing it, be the firft to oppbfe 
it : as this, Sir, may feem more inconfiftent than it is, I think 
it neceflary to explain the reafons for this apparent contra« 
diftion. When I called for a government of Canada, little did 
I think I was calling for a defpotifm for Canada ) little did I 
think that I was calling for an immenfe country, not belongs 
ing to Canada, being included under the defpotifm ) little did 
I think that I was calling for a numerous people being deprived 
for ever of all thofe bleSings of freedom which were hdd out 
to them, and promifed them. Sir, I fhall not enter into par* 
. ticulars, without apologizing for doing it in this ftage of the 
Bill i but really, I think it k> replete, that I cannot vote even 
for reading it at all. 

The BiU eflaUifhes a dcfpotick Government in that country, 
to which the Royal Proclamation of 1763 promifed the pro- 
teftion of the laws of England. I call it defpotick } for fo in 
faft it is, as the Council of 17 or 23 is, with the Governor, the 
kgiflative authority of Ae province. TTiis Council the Governor 
can appoint, fufpend, and turn out at his pleafure : there is 
no quorum appointed— for what purpofe omitted, no one can 
tell. Now, Sir, this is rendering the Governor fee urclyabfo- 
hite : yon had much better have made him literally fo, and then 
he would not have had a Council to fcreen him : he is refponfi- 
ble in Eng^nd, if he a£b tyrannically ; but by means of this 
convenient Legiflatife Council, he can do any thing with im-> 
pnnity. 

Well, Sir, not content with conftituting this Legiflativc 
Council, the mere creature of a Governor, who muff necef^ 
farily be the creature of a Minifter, you go farther, and throw 
mder this abfolute power a.country never c6nfidered as Canada, 
and peopled by Britifh fubjefts alone ; for you extend tte go- 
vernment to the MiflifBppi on the Weft, to the Ohio on the 
South, to HudfonVBay on the North, and on the Eaft to 
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Godl knows where ; for no mortal can tell from the Bill where 
the Eaftern boundaries are, fo exceedingly indeiSnite and unin- 
telligible is the Bill. 1 (hould be glad to know for what pur- 
pofe the colony is thus amazingly extended. 

In the next place^ Sir, the internal arrangement of the cO- 
Ibny confifts in leaving the inhabitants the civil law of France. 
You take away the trial by jury, iti civil matters, and you cut 
off the habeas corpus from them. Thus, in giving a govern- 
ment to the Canadians, you deprive many Britifh-born fubje<fb, 
redding in countries where they never dreamed of fuch inno- 
vations^ you deprive them of the deareft birth-rights of Bri- 
tons. And as by this Aft all commiffions to the legal magis- 
trates are revoked, I fuppofe, the province is to change her 
prefent excellent Chief Juftice fbi* a new one to be appointed. 
It is for thefe reafons. Sir, and for others, which I am clear 
will fuggeft themfelvcs to all the Members of the Houfe, that 
I fhallgive my hearty negative to the Bill. 

LORD NORTH— I wifh to give the Right Honorable Mem- LordNottlw 
ber all the fatisfaftion in my power upon this meafure. Re- 
fpefting the government given to the province, the Honorable 
Gentleman objefts, I fuppofe^ to an Aflcmbly not being ap- 
pointed* The reafon why a Council alone, appointed 
by the Govertior, was preferred, was the fmall number 
of Englifli fettlers who muft chufe that Affembly, in order 
for their Afts to govern and bind all the French and Roman 
Catholick fubjefts. This, Sir^ was thought to be very unequal, 
and even cruel, to have an Affembly, chofen by fo fmall a body, 
govern {o large a one ; and if the bufinefs is confidcred ma-- 
turely, it will, I believe, be found much the moft conducive to 
the happinefs of the people. Next, Sir as to the extent given to 
this colony; it takei in no countriies regularly planted by Britifh 
fettlers, but merely diftant military pods, at prefent, without 
any government but that of the retpe^vc Commanding Of-" 
ficers. Now, the qileftidn here is merely this. Will you an- 
nex them under the prefeitt government ? Will you leave them 
without any government ? or will you form feparatc govern- 
ments and colonies of them ? 

It was thought by the Lords, that the plan in which were 
feweft inconveniences, was to throw the fcattercd pofts to the 
Government of Quebec. As to the civil law of France be- 
ing left to the Canadians, it was thought more humane to them 
than to change it for a new law, of which they muft be en- 
tirely ignorant, as the trial by jury, in criminal matters, is 
given them* The prefent officers in the province were not 
meant to be changed, moft certainly. 

Mr. DUNNING— I cannot omit' this opportunity of giving Mr. Dun- 
my hearty proteft againft a Bill, which, in my confcicnce, I ^^^' 
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think deftruftive of every principle of fireedom, arid aboundw 
ing with mifchief of a moft ferious tendency. Sir, I fhall beg 
leave to follow the noble Lord in the reply he has given to the 
Honorable Member who dated his obje^ions to the Bill y a re- 
ply which by no means anfwers thofe objeftions ; on the con- 
trary, they appear to me to remain in full force ; and in cndea-^ 
vouring to do this, I fhall divide what I have to obferve into 
two confiderations : firft, the confequences which will attend 
this Bill if it paiTes, in cafe Canada fhould ever be reftored to 
France, an idea which by no means hurts me \ for if it fhoulci^ 
pafs, I muft own I fhould as foon fee the one fovereign reigning 
there as the other j I mean, it will be of little confequence to the 
people, and they will be as free in one cafe as in the other. 
My fecond confideration will be if the province fhould remain 
to England. 

Confider what it was for which you engaged in the lafl war, 
cncroacliments of the French upon our Colonies ; they pafled 
down their rivers, they feized upon large trafts, and built forts 
about this very country to the fouthward of Canada, claim- 
ing it as a part of Canada. You repelled force by force | 
they offered to you to withdraw from the South of the Ohio^ 
and retire to the North, making that river the boundary of the 
two colonics. No, you replied ; the river of St. Lawrence ii 
the boundary of Canada j we will admit of no other ; the tra£U 
which you claim are parts of our Colonies of Virginia, Pcnn- 
fylvanla, &c. and we cannot grant away the ceitain and un- 
doubted rights of our fubjefts in fuch a manner. This re- 
fufal brought on the war ; and in cafe a future war fhould hap- 
|>cn, in which your arms do not fucceed in the manner they 
did in the lail war, you may then find yourfelf treating upoii 
the re-cefllon of Canada to France j will not the French de- 
mand the cefEon of Canada as you limit it by Aft of Parlia- 
ment ? Will they not fay, you have, by a folemn Aft of jour 
whole Legiflature, proved to all the world, that in the difpute 
of limits at the opening of the war we were right, and you 
wrong 5 you have chalked out the very limits to it, which wc 
infilled on ; and you have confirmed diem by an Aft of Par- 
liament, how therefore can you, with any propriety, talk of 
refloring any thing lefs than what we always claimed as Cans^ 
da, and what you have fince folemnly adjudged to be Canada i 
And this, I think, in a negociation, may be attended with 
ioiofl ferious confequences. 

Next, Sir, fuppofing you preferve the pofleflion of it, let 
us confider the confequences that flow from this Aft; yoa 
throw at once the whole people of that Colony into an 
ubitxdrj powcTf fgr fuch U Uisit of your Govemorj ^ it has 
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been well ftatcd; and you not only do this to the Ca- 
nadian fubjedb, but, by giving to the new province this mon« 
ftrous Southern extent, you run it down upon the back of the 
planted part of many of our Colonies, and take away, by one 
ftroke, the charter properties confirmed by Aft of Parliament 
of thofe Colonies; you violently feize their rights, and the people 
who pafs the mountains to fettle on the Eaftern fide of them, 
will immediately find, that by going to live in what they ever 
cfteemed their direft property, they find themfelves gone from 
the freedom of the Britifh Conftitution, and meet with all the 
power of defpotifm. This is not only a cruel, violent, and odi- 
ous meafure, but it tears up juftice, and all its principles, by 
the root. To think that the inhabitants of thofe countries, 
fettling in them und«r the proteftion of this free Government, 
and aflured by law and Parliament, that they fettle under the 
liberty of their old charter Conftitutions, finding themfelves, 
by croffing an imaginary line, deprived of the deareft rights 
and privileges of Englifh fubjefts, is a moil tyrannical and in* 
human conduft. It is fporting with property in a manner that 
cannot be defended, and for attaining no end whatever that 
deferves attention. 

The noble Lord has faid, that the great excellencies of this 
Conftitution are the criminal law and the political law 5 both of 
which are given to Canada ; but will the noble Lord fay, that 
thefe include every thing an Englifhman ought to value himfelf 
upon ? Does he think the trial by jury in civil points has ho- 
thirig in it worth contending for ? and by this Aft that trial is 
taken away. Does he think the habeas corpus nothing ? Where 
is the Englifhman that would not fidl into an agony, if he un« 
derftood that he was certainly to be deprived of thofe two bul- 
warks of his perfonal fecurity, and his property ? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL— Refpefting the ill confequcnces ig^^ xhun. 
that may flow firom enlarging the province of Quebec, in cafe oftow^ 
being forced by a future war to reftore it, I cannot fee that in 
the fame light as my Learned Friend; becaufe I think that the 
limits and importance of cefilons are never dependent upon 
fuch arrangements as thefe, but upon the length of the fword: 
it is fiiccef^ in the war that gives iuccefs in the peace, and by 
no means the imaginary lines drawn by a ftate in its Colonies : 
nor has the limits now drawn any thing to do with old Canada ; 
it takes in countries never claimed by France : it is a new" 
fcheme, and by no means the reftoration of thofe old limits the 
French once contefted for. 

With regard to the fuppofed cruelty of not giving the Cana- 
dians the feme laws in every inftance as we enjoy in England j 
I am fo far from being of the fame opinion, that I xhmk you 
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could not aft more cruelly to that people, than to change at 

once their law of property, and give them our trial by jury, 

which is neceflarily giving our law of aftions. I am clear it 

would fo completely confound them, as to be more tyrannical 

than can be eafily imagined. They would not underftand the 

rule of their own aftions ; they would not know on what 

principles they ftood poflefled of their own property. In a 

word, you would give them the greateft curfe, under the no^ 

tions of a blefEng. There is not a circumftance dearer to a 

man, nor one which he ought to be more jealous of, than to 

be tried in all points by laws to which he has been ufed^. and 

whofe principles are known to him. 

CoL Barrc. . COLONEL BARRE — I cannot agree that there is anything 

in the laws of England, in the trial by jury, and the halfeas 

corpjiSj that the Canadians would not very eaiily underftand ; 

and it is prepofterous to fuppofe, that the fuperiority of gooa 

and juft law, and freedom, Ihould not be felt by people, bc- 

caufe they had been ufed to arbitrary power. But why is the 

religion of France, as well as the law of France, to become 

the religion of all thofe people not Canadians, that pafs out 

of one colony into another ? By this Aft you eftablifh the 

Roman religion where it never was eftablifhed before, and you 

tJnly permit the praftice of your own ; you do not fo much as 

let them go hand in hand. For what purpofe is the Uionois 

and the Ohio to be Roman Catholicks ? Why is that to be 

made the eftabliflied religion of that vaft country, in which 

are very many Englifh fettlers ? 

May 31. The Houfc in a Committee, A motion was 
made by Mr. Cooper, « That the following duties on imports 
into the province of Quebec, be applied to the fupport of the 
adminiftration of jufticc in that province, and the furplus to 
l-emain at the difpofition of Parliament, viz. 
Three-pence a gallon on Britifh fpirits. 
Six-pence a gallon on rum from our other Colonies. 
One (hilling a gallon on other rum and fpirits. 
Three-pence a gallon on molafles and fjrrups. 
Onepound fixteenfhillings on all licences to publickhoufcs.* 
Upon thefe pafling, the Houfe went into the Canada Bill. 
Mr. Baker brought up a Petition from Meflrs. Pcnn^ proprie- 
tors of Pennfylvania, fetting forth. That the new limits given 
to the province of Quebec, would eflcntialy injure their proper- 
ties, as a conliderable part of the province of Pennfylvania was 
(ituated on the North-weft fide of the river Ohio, which is aU 
taken into that of Quebec. 
LordXorth. Upon the Petition being read, LORD NORTH arofe and 

faid. 
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faid, That be iliould not think of oppofing itf as it was oevet 
the intention of the Bill to affeA the juft rights of any pro* 
prietors, or of any Colonies, 

Mr. M ACKWORTH~The Petition which I have in my Mr. Mtck- 
hand, is from the merchants of London trading to Quebec, who worth, 
finding that a Bill is about to pafs this Houfe, which they ap- 
prehend will eflentially injure them in their commercial trant 
adtions with that Colony, rely on the juftice and the candour 
of this Houfe to take their cafe into confideration. As to the 
merit. Sir, of the Bill, which is now coming before us, I muft 
make tliis general obfervation, that a Bill which has confeiC- 
cdly taken nine years for Adminiftration to confider of efec- 
tual means to remedy the evils complained of j fuch a Bill, Sir, 
furely will demand more time than a few days for the Mem- 
bers of tliis Houfe, to judge in what manner to give their vote. 
Information is what we want. I know not what opinion I am 
to form upon the ncceflity which can call for fuch a Bill, and 
for want of that information which ought now to be before 
the Houfe. I pannot but condenm moft £ncerely feveral ar- 
rangements in the Bill, which feem deftruftive of that liberty 
which ought to be the ground-work of every Conftitution 
formed by this Houfe 5 but I cannot judge what are the caufes 
which call for fuch meafures, while I remain fo uninformed 
as at prefent. There were reports from the Board of Trade 
to the King in Coimcil^ upon the ftate of the province ; there 
were reprefentations from men in the higheft offices in the 
provinces, upon the propofed conftitution to be given to it ; 
there were opinions in writing from the Attorney and Solici- 
tor General, upon the plans propofed : thefe papers would, if 
laid before us, give that information which we want, and with- 
out which it will be impoffible for us to give any other than 
blind votes, which will, from eveiy thing that we can at prefent 
fee in the Bill, eftabliih a moft fatal fyflem of government in 
that country. 

Mr. T. TOWNSHEND — As this is not the proper time for Mr.T. 
going into the principles of the Bill, I fliall confine myfelf to Townfliaidl 
the abfurdity, to fay no more of it, of bringing in a Bill of fuch 
magnitude and importance fo late in the feffions, without pre- 
vioufly laying upon the table the neceflary information ; at pre- 
fent we have none ; and if the noble Lord means that we 
iliould know the fubj^dl upon which we are to debate, he cer- 
tainly will not objedl to giving us that information, without 
which we cannot proceed with propriety. Let us, in the name 
pf common fenfe, fee what are the complaints of the Cana- 
dians againft their prefent Government^ wl^ are their diftrefi^ 
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es, what their defires ; and let us fee the opinions of the great 
Law OfScers which have been given upon this point. 
fofdNofth. LORD NORTH— I fhall oppofe the calling for thofe pa- 
"^ pers, they will take fome time in copying ; there have been 
feveral reports from the Board of Trade, which are long, and 
if we wait for addreffing the Crown to lay them before us, 
the fcafon will be delayed too late, and for no purpofe, as we 
may have the fame information at our Bar. The Governor 
of the Province I fee at the bottom of the Houfe, who may 
be ordered to attend when you go into the Committee 5 Mr. 
Hay, who Is Chief Juftice, is near Canterbury, and may be 
ordered up ; and Mr. Maferes, who was Attorney General of 
that Province, b alfo in London ; as to the Attorney and So- 
licitor General, we have them amongft us ; therefore I do not 
fee but we may have juft as good information in this manner, 
and much more expeditiouily, than by addreffing f(Mr the pa^ 
pers. 
QjL B»re. COLONEL BARRE— I think there will be very little dif- 
ficulty in {hewing, that the propofition now made by the noble 
Lord will be very far from anfwering the purpofe of thofe who 
wifh for ftiU information on this fubjeft. The papers we now 
call for would give us that information; thofe papers are drawn 
up coolly, attentively and upon long and mature confideration ; 
and they have been drawn up at leifure by men of great charac- 
ter and abilities. Now, Sir, the noble Lord will not, he can- 
not affert with any appearance of juftice, that calling thofe 
men to your Bar, to be queftioned in the defukory manner 
common upon thofe occaiions, and in the midft of the con- 
tention between thofe who patronize tlie Bill, and others who 
condemn it — ^will he tell us that this is fuch information as we 
fhould receive from the papers referred to ? It is impoffible. 
As to l;he two great Law Officers who are prefent, I admit that 
their ftanding in their places, and reciting the opinions they 
gave would be fatisfaftory •, but then they ought funply to in- 
form us what thofe opinions were, and not to enter into the de-y 
bate on the merit of the Bill at the fame time, or by a fide 
wind to warp information concerning a paft faft into an opi- 
nion of a debate in queftion. That fatisfa<£lion fhould be made 
the Houfe on thefe points nobody can doubt ; for to tell us 
that we cannot have information for want of time to copy pa-» 
pers, is to tell us plainly that we are to proceed in the dark ; 
it is and will be a deed of defpotifm, and therefore may well 
be linked with darknefs. I wifh it to be the deed of a fingU 
hand ; it is a proper exertion of arbitrary power, in which the 
left concern Parliament has, the better. fotcUigence ^luf^ bo 
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l^ept from us becaufe it will not bear the light ; if it was Open- 
ly and fairly laid before you, it would condemn in the ftrong- 
eft and cleareft manner the principles and the provifiohs of this 
Bill, all of whicli it would be found are equally unneceflary 
5md per nicious. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL— My opinion, and that of my Mr. Thu^ 
learned Colleague, were in writing, and lodged among our ^^* 
ftate papers ; nor have we any right to read them in our places 
as Servants of the Crown. No perfon, without his Majeft/s 
ionfent, has a right to them. 

Mr. E. BURKE — I am very forry to find from the turflMr. Ed«u 
which the debate takes on the other fide of the Houfe, that S"'*^ '* 
we are to have no fatisfaftion rfelative to the information which 
every man of common fenfe myft think neceflary on this oc- 
cafion : this is a frelh reafon for condemning the Bill, fine© 
if Adminifiration thought fheir conduA in this Bill would bear 
the light, why, they would give you light to view it in, and 
rejoice in the opportunity of giving fuch a proof of their abi- 
lities and moderation. For what purpofe is it that you would 
precipitate this affair ? You have been nine years confidering^ 
weighing maturely, and reflecting perpetually upon what go- 
vernment fhould be given to this province : what harm can 
arife from a delay of a fingle year ? What prodigious mifchief 
Is to refult from the government of the province continuing 
one year more in the prefent fituaticn ? 

Mr. Mansfield, counfel for the merchants of London^ 
petitioners againft the Bill, was called in, who, after a long 
fpeech, fetting forth the dangerous tendency of the Billj defired 
leave to call in Edward Watts. 

He being accordingly called in, was afked a confiderable 
number of queftions by Lord Barrington, Lord North, Lord 
Clare, Lord Carmarthen, Col. Barre, Capt. Phipps, Mr. W, 
Burke, Mr. Mackworth, Gov. Johnftone, Mr. Hopkins, &c. 
as to the French and Englifh laws in Canada, and to which 
the inhabitants gave the preference ? He anfwered, the Eng^ 
liih laws. 

The Solicitor General defired to know — If the Canadians 
did not at firft objeft to the Court of King's Bench being 
eftabliihed in Canada, and for what reafons ? He anfwered^ 
•* On account of the exorbitant fees paid to counfellors 
and attornies.'' (The anfwer being fo exceedingly fevcre 
on the author of the queftion) the Houfe was in a laugh for 
full ten minutes. 

After he withdrew, Mr. Samuel Idorin was called in, and 
lik^wife fpoke in favour of the Englifh laws being exercifed in 
Canada i they botb meationed that the Canadians^ as well as 
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tlic Engllfli refidcnts there, highly approved of trial by jury, 
and feemed to think that an annilubtion of that right would 
greatly hurt the Colony. The former of the witiiefles had 
been nine years rcfident in Canada, the latter eleven. 

A modon was made that an Addrefs be prefented to his 
Majcfty for a copy of the report made to his Majcfty by Lieu- 
tenant General Carleton, relative to the ftate of Quebec. 
But it was carried in the negative, Ayes 46, Noes 85. A mo^ 
tion was afterwards made for another Addrefs for copies of pa- 
pers prefented to his Majefty, by his Majeft/s Advocate Gene- 
ral, Attorney and Solicitor General, relative to Quebec. This 
t«ras alfo carried in the negative, upon a divifion of 85 to 45. 

June 2* The Houfe in Committee on the Quebec BilL 
General Carleton called in and examined. 

Mr. Mackworth. What was the poceedings and courfe of 
jiifticc in Canada, when you firft went there r 

General Carleton. There is a Court of King's Bench, znd 
and a Court of Common Picas, in which the proceedings arc 
in the Englifh form. 

Mr. Mackworth. Did the Canadians exprefs a diflike to the 
diftribution of ju^ice in that form ? 

Gen. Carleton. In fome tilings they did, in others they 
did not. I never heard them exprefs a difapprobation of the 
criminal law of England ; but in relation to the law in civil 
trials, they have difapproved it greatly. 

Mr. Mackworth. Did they difapprove the trial by jury ? 

Gen. Carleton. Very much ; they have often faid to mc^ 
that they thought it very extraordinary that Englifh gentlemen 
fhould think their property fafer in tlie determination of tay- 
lors, fhoe-makers, mixed with people in trade, than in that 
of the Judges. # 

Mr. T. Town(hend. But if they had juries fuch as they 
approved of, would they then objeft to the Englifh civU 
law ? 

Gen. Carleton. Their objeftions to that law arc very nu- 
iherous ; they do not know what it is ', and they expre£[ed great 
apprehenfions at being governed by a law of which they were 
Ignorant : they alfo complained of the proceedings of the 
Courts being in a language they did not underftand. 

Lord North. Did the General hear them complain of the 
want of the trial by jury in civil caufcs ? 

Gen. Carleton. Never. Though I have heard the fame 
men praife the Englifh law in points wherein it favoured their 
own caufes, who at other times were much againfl it. 
Xiord North. Did they exprefs wiihes of having an aflembly ? 

Gen. 
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Gen. Carleton. Very much the contrary. In the converfi^ 

tion I have had with them, they have all hid that when they 
found what difputes the other Colonies had with the Crown, 
upon account of Aflemblies, they would much rather be with- 
out them ; and when they fuppofed that an Affembly, if they 
had one, would be chofen from the old Britifli fubjefls only^ 
they exprefled an horror at the idea of one. 

Lord North. Does the General know the proportion of old 
fubjefts to thofe of new ones in Canada ? 

Gen. Carleton. The Proteftants in Canada are under four 
hundred ; about three hundred and fixty •, but the French in- 
habitants, who are all Catholicks^ sM^iount to one hundred and 
fifty thoufand. 

Lord North. Are thofe tliree hundred and fixty, men of 
fubftance ? 

Gen. Carleton. Much the greateft part of them are not. 
There are fome that have purchafed feignories, fome in trade, 
and fome reduced foldiers ; but the majority are men of finall 
fubftance. 

Mr. Jenkinfon. Is there much- intercourfe or communica- 
tion between thofe three hundred and fixty and the reft of th^ 
province ? 

Gen. Carleton. Very little. 

Lord North. Arc thofe people, upon the whole, propel? 
and eligible for an Aflembly to be chofen from them ? 

Gen. Carleton. I fliould apprehend, by no means. 

Mr. Ehipps. What is the extent of the cultivated and po- 
pulous part of Canada ? 

Gen. Carleton. About three hundred miles. 

Mr. Phipps. Are there any populous fcttlements detoched 
from that line, at 91 diftance ? 

Gen* Carleton. None of confequence. 

Mr. Phipps. Is the cultivation of the lands and the trade of 
the province much increafed fince the conqucft ? 

General Carleton. Very much. 

Lord North. Does General Carleton attribute that incrcafc 
to the introducing of the trial by jury and the Englifh law ? 

General Carleton. By no means. 

Mr. T. Townfliend. To what then does the General attri- 
bute it ? 

General Carleton. To the change of a ftate of war to one of 
peace ; the government was before extremely military j and 
military expeditions ever going on to a diftance, great numbers 
of men loft, population hurt, and the people taken frpm the 
culture of the earth for thofe purpofes. This change (for they 
h^ve no w en joyed abpve ten years peace with none of the inha- 
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bitants taken for the military) has wrought the increafe of 
people. 

Mr. Turner. Has not the increafe of trade and wealth beeH 
much owing to the free export of corn ? 

General Carleton. I take it to be owing to the increafe of 
people. 

Mr. Turner* Was not the increafe of cultivation owing to 
the export f 

General Carleton. The cultivation I attribute to the increajfe 
of people* There muft be the people before there could be the 
cultivation. 

Lord North* Does the General know any thing of a Monf. 
Le Brun ? 

General Carleton. I know him very well. He was a black- 
guard at Paris, and fent as a lawyer to Canada : there he gain- 
ed an extreme bad character in many refpefts ; he was taken up 
and imprffoned for a very filthy crime with children of eight or 
nine years old; for this he was fined, I thinky 20 A but bein^ 
unable to pay it 

Mr. T. Townfhend* I defire the General may withdraw*^ 
[He withdrew.] Sir, I know not what ufe is to be made of 
this part of the evidence ; but fure I am. it is a moft unprece- 
dented thing, and fuch an one, as an independent Member of 

Parliament, I cannot fee and hear without interrupting it ; 

you are criminating a man unheard — ^not before you— and vdth 
whom you feem to have nothing to do. 

Lord North. This Monf. Le Brun has come over from Ca- 
nada to make reprefentations that it is the general opinion, de- 
iire, and wifli of the Canadians to have an Affcmbly : I thought 
it right to know how likely he was to know the opinion of that 
country ; and what degree of dependence could be placed in his 
teflimony— -but I fhall afk no more queftions concerning him* 
[The General called in again.] 

Mr. Phipps. Were there any other objeftions to the Eng-- 
lifli law than what the General has mentioned ? 

General Carleton. I recoiled an inftance againft the criminal 
law. Some Canadian and Englifh gentlemen were apprehended 
for a crime,, and laid in gaol ; — ^the whole province fuppofed 
them innocent, and the jury found them fo ; the nobility com- 
plained, that by om* law they were punifhed by a fevere inr- 
prifonment, which, in the French law, they would have efcaped. 
This made a great impreffion upon them, and prejudiced them 
very much againft even our criminal law. 

Mr. Mafcrcs called in. 
tSolicitor General. What form of government l^TC the Csr- 
aadians. expreiTcd themfelvcs moft defirous of ^ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Mafercs- They have no clear notions of govenimcni;^ 
having never been ufed to any fuch fpecul^tions. They wfll be 
content with any you give them, provided it be well admini- 
ftered. 

Mr. Mackworth. Have they expreffed any diflatisfaftion at 
the trial by jury in criminal matters ? 

Mr. Mafcres. They like it x^ery well. 

Mr. T. Townfhend. Do you know that they have any ob- 
jeftion to the fame trial in civil cafes ? 

Mr. Maferes. Certainly they have; but they principally 
confift in the expence and trouble of that attendance. Were they 
allowed a compenfation, I fhould apprehend they would be 
well fatisfied in all cafes ; and I think fo fmall a fum as £ve 
fliillings a man would do for that purpofe. 

Solicitor General. Does Mr. Maferes think that they would 
be pieafed with the abolition of their old cuftoms by the intro- 
duiftion of our civil law ? 

Mr. Maferes. A total abolition of their cuftoms relative 
to defcents, dower, and the transfer of land, would be highly 
offenfive to them. In other matters I believe they would be 
very well fatisfied with the Englifh laws. 

Mr. Mackworth. Would they have any objeftion to the law 
of habeas corpus ? 

Mr. Maferes. It is impoffible that any people fliould objefl: 
to that law. 

Mr. T. Townfhend. Did not the Canadians think them- 
felves promifed, by the proclamation, the benefit of an AfiTepi- 
bly, and do they not now defire to have it ? 

Mr. Maferes. As to an Aflembly, they have a very con- 
fufed idea of what it is j the generality of the people have no 
clefire to have it, for they know ncJt what it is 5 but there are 
a few among them who have confidered the matter^ and they 
would prefer an Aflembly. 

Mr. Mackworth. Docs Mr. Maferes think that the provi- 
fions of this Bill for the government of Canada are the freeft 
that could with propriety be granted ? 

Mr. Maferes. Certainly not ; I have fufBciently explained 
to the world how I think there might have been a judicious 
mixture of law for the free government of that province. 

Mr. Dunning. Is Mr. Maferes acquainted with the laws of 
Canada ? 

Mr. Maferes. I have fome flight knowledge of them. 

Mr. Dunning. As by this Bill refort is to be had to the laws 
of Canada, and not to the laws of England, in all matters of 
property and civil rights, I would afk Mr. Maferes, whethar 
the Governor of the province will not Jiavc a right by the laws 
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of Canada, if this Bill fhould pafs, to iffue a lettrc de cachet to 
iniprifon any of the King's fubjefts in the province ? 

Mr. Maferes. I believe he would not have a right to imprifon 
perfons by letires de cachet iigned by himfelf ; becaufe I have al- 
ways heard that no lettres de cachet are ever ufed for that purpofe 
in France, or the French dominions, but fuch as arc iigned by 
the French King himfelf. But I have alfo been told, tliat blank 
lettres de cachet^ ready figned by the King, are fometimes given 
to Governors and Intendants of provinces, to be ufed by them 
as occafibn fhall require. 

Mr. Dunning. I defire then to know, whether if lettres de 
cachet^ figned by the King, were to be delivered to the Gover- 
nor of Canada, after this Bill (hall be paffed into a law, thefe 
lettres de cachet might not, in Mr. Maferes' opinion, be lawfiilly 
made ufe of by the Governor, to imprifon the King's fubjedts 
in that province ? 

Mp. Maferes. [After fome paufe.] I think they might. 
Mr. Solicitor General. I defire to know of Mr. Maferes, 
upon what principle of the French law he fuppofes the autho- 
rity of iflliing lettres de cachet to be founded i 

Mr. Maferes. I do not know. It fcems probable, that it 
was at firll an ufurpcd authority. But it is now conftantly 
praftifed, and acquicfced in throughout the French dominions^ 
and is therefore now underftood to be the legal prerogative of 
the Crown of France, whatever might be its origin. 

Mr. Solicitor. Mr. Maferes does not rightly apprehend my 
queftion. I will explain myfelf. I want to know in what ca- 
pacity the French King is fuppofed, by writers upon the French 
laws and governmeni, to aft, when he ifiiies a lettre de cacliet ? 

Mr. ]R^alcres. I do* not yet thoroughly comprehend the 
queftion. 

Mr. Solicitor General. I mean to afk whether Mr. Maferej 
does not underftand the King of France to aft m his legiflutive 
capacity, when he ilTues one of thofe letters ? 

Mr. Maferes. I have never yet confidered tlie relation be- 
tween a lettre de cachet and the legiflative authority. It may 
perhaps be on that authority that the right of iffuing thofe let- 
ters is grounded, or faid to be grounded. I cannot fay to the 
contrary. Yet there feems, at firft fight, to be a confiderable 
difference between a law and a lettre de cachet ; fince a law is ge- 
nerally underftood to be a previous declaration of the will of 
the lawgiver, or lawgivers, whether one or many, upon a par- 
ticular lubjeft, with penalties annexed to the breach of it, when 
fo previoufly declared ; whereas a Litre de cachet is a fudden ex- 
ercife of power without fiicb a previous declaration of the will 
*if the legiflator, 
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Mr. Solicitdr General. Though Mr. Maferes has not confi- 
4ercd it in that light, yet it is certain, that the French Kin^s 
power of iffuing Mtres de cachet is generally underftood by me 
writers on the French laws and government to be a part of his 
legiflative authority, by which he provides for the fuddcll 
emergencies that occur in government, as he does by the more 
formal kind of laws for the ufual bufinefs of the ftatc. And, 
coiifequently, as the King of Great Britain has not in himfelf 
alone the legiflative authority over this kingdom, and the other 
dominions of the Crown, but this authority belongs to theKbig 
and the two Houfes of Parliament conjointly, this power of it 
fuing lettres de cachet, in the province of Quebec, which had 
formerly belonged to the French King, by reafon of his bcinJI 
the fole legiflator of that country, cannot, by this revival of the 
laws of Canada, accrue to the King of Great Britain, who is 
not the fole legiflator of it, but only to the King and the two 
Houfes of Parliaament, who are fo. I dare fay Mr, Maferes 
muft now fee this matter in the fame light that I do, and be 
convinced, that no lettres de cachet can legally be ufed in Canada, 
by virtue of this Aft. 

Mr. Maferes. This reafoning may perhaps be juft. It is (b 
new to me that I cannot undertake juft at prefent to form a 
judgment of it. But though it Ihould be juft, and, in confc- 
quence of it, the ufe oi lettres de cachet fhould not be legal, yet 
I cannot help thinking that, if they were ufed, the fubjefts 
againft whom they were employed would be without any legal 
remedy againft them ; for,' if a motion was made on the to- 
half of a perfon imprifoned by one of them in the Court of 
King's Bench in the province, for a writ of habeas corpus^ or 
any other relief againft fuch imprifonment, the Judges would 
probably think themfelves bound to declare that, as this was a 
queftion concerning perfonal liberty, which is a civil right, and 
in all matters of property and civil rights they are diredbcd, by 
this Aft of Parliament, to have refort to the laws of Canada, 
and not to the laws of England, they could not award the wrh 
of habeas corpus, or any other remedy prefcribed by the Eng- 
lifh law, but could only ufe fuch methods for the relief of the 
prifoner as were ufed by the French courts of juftice in the pro- 
vince during the time of the French government, for the relief 
of a perfon imprifoned by the Intendant or Governor, by a 
lettre de cachet figned by the King of France. And fuch relief 
would, I imagine, be found to be none at all. Therefore, if 
it is intended that the King's fubjefts in Canada fhould have the 
benefit of the Habeas Corpus Aft, I apprehend it would be moft 
advifeable, hi order to remove all doubts and difficulties upon 
the fubjeft, to mfert a fliort claufe for that purpofe in this Aft. 

Lord 
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Lord North. I defire to know of Mr. Maferes, whether he 
cloes not think it would be criminal in a Governor to make ufe 
of any fuch iettres de cachet^ and in a Miniller of State to advife 
the King to fign tliem ; and whether they would not be punifh- 
able here in England for doing fo ? 

Mr. Maferes. If the Iettres de cachet fhould not be in them* 
fdves illegal, I do not fee how the Governor could be puniihed 
in the courts of law for making ufe of them, nor the Minifters 
of State for adviiing the King to fign them. The ufe of leg;al 
powers is in general no crime. Indeed if legal powers are em- 
ployed to bad purpofes, there is one method of proceeding 
againft the perfons concerned in fuch abufe of them, and but 
^ne, and that is by impeachment by this Houfe before the 
Houfe of Lords, But this is an operofe way of proceeding, 
and out of the common courfe of things. So that if the ifliiing 
lettrci de cachet fhould not be abfolutely illegal when this Biu 
Ihall be paffed into an Aft (and I am ftill inclined to think they 
will not be fo), the poor objefts of them may linger a long , 
time in prifon, indeed one may fay indefinitely, without any 
legal method of redrefs ; therefore a fliort claufe to eftablifh 
the Habeas Corpus Aft in the province feems to be highly expe- 
dient. 

Lord North. I -would afk the witnefs one queftion more 
before I fit down. Does he think it probable that, if this Bill 
ihould pafs into a law, fuch Iettres de cachet would be made 
ufe of? 

Mr. Maferes. I do not think it probable that they would 
be ufed. 

Mr. Hey, Chief Juftice, called in. 

Mr. Mackworth. Does Mr. Hey think that the Canadians 
are well fatisfied with the trial by jury in criminal matters ? 

Mr. Hey. They are well fatisfied with it. 

Mr. Mackworth. Would they not be alfo fatisfied with the 
fame trial in civil matters ? 

Mr. Hey. Under certain regulations they might : for in- 
ftance, if the unanimity required in England was difpenfed 
with, and a majority of two-thirds of a jury of thirteen or fif- 
teen was fuflicient j and if they were allowed fome compenfa- 
tion for the expence and trouble of attendance ; alfo if the trial 
by that mode was optional in the parties j under thefe regup- 
lations, I apprehend, they would be very well fatisfied with 
that mode of trial in civil as well as criminal cafes. Half thr 
year in Canada all bufinefs is flopped by the climate, which 
makes them much the bufier the other half, and at that feafon 
they confequently find the attendance as jurymen a burden. 

Mr.T. 
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Mr. T. Townfliend. Would they wifh for and approve tlie 
pther parts of the Englifli law in civil matters ? 

Mr. Hey. They are very little acquainted with the Englifh 
law, and from their ignorance of it, would be very much againft 
its eftablifhment. They are tenacious of their ancient laws and 
cuftoms, and would efleem a total change a great injury to 
them. 

Mr. Baker. Would they efteem the Habeas Corpus Acl an 
injury? 

Mr. Hey. I cannot imagine that any people would be ft 
fiupid as not to efteem it a benefit. 

Mr. T. Townfliend. Would not the Canadians think an 
Affembly alfo a great benefit I 

Mr. Hey. Very far from it : they are too ignorant a people 
to underftand the value of a free government : they are 'ex- 
ceedingly obedient ; would obey the King's commands let it b« 
what it may : if he ordered an Aflembly to meet they would 
go, but they would not know what to do when they came 
there : the faft is, they ar^ not capable of that government j 
they do not expeft it : it is contrary to all their ideas^, to all 
their prejudices, to all their maxims : their idea of a Houfe of 
Aflembly is that of a houfe of riot and confufion, which meets 
only to impede public bufinefs, and to diftrefi the Crown % all 
which is a fyftem extremely contrary to the ideas and principle* 
cf the Canadians. 

Mr. T. Townfhend. Did Mr. Hey ever hear of a plan or 
reprefcntation of what government would probably be fuccefs- 
ful in Canada ? 

Mr. Hey. There was a commiilion from his Majefty to Go*. 
▼ernor Carleton, the Attorney General, and myfelf, to draw 
up a report of that government which would be moft proper 
for Canada. In that deliberation I had the misfortune to differ 
in opinion from Governor Carleton : my ideas were, that the 
laws of Canada might be blended with thofe of England, fo as 
to form a fyftem perfcdly adapted to the wants of the Cana- 
dians, and alfo to the principles of the polity of this country. 
I would have left the Canadians all their laws that in any de- 
gree concerned the transfer, pofleffion, fettlement, or mort- 
fage of landed property. I would have fecured them their n> 
gious toleration and fecurity ; but I propofed to give them the 
crimmal law of England, and the civil law as far as it concern- 
ed the rights of moveable property, the modes of trial, S:c. 
This was a mixture which I imagined would anfwer the pur» 
jofcs that were wanting. 

Mr. Mackworth. Is Mr. Hey acquainted with the la\\-s of 
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Canada, by which, in matters of property, he lauft cooduft 
himfelf in cafe this Bill paffes. 

Mr. Hey, Not as a lyftem \ only in the cafes whkh have 
come before me from the Court of Common Pleas. 

Mr« Baker. If this Bill paiTes, will there be any legal reinedf 
fyr a man's being arbitrarily imprifoned ? 

Mr. Hey. That muft depend very much on the conftitutiQQ 
jwhich hijs Majefty may be pleafcd to give to his courts of jjuC- 
tice, which he is enabled to ercft by this biJl. But i^ 9$ » 
Cliief Juftice, I knew of a man's inkprifonment, I fhpuld be 
much induced, if I found no law for the purpoie, to make one » 
to have the prifoncr brought before me, that the caufi: of hi9 
commitment might be known. 

June 3. The Houfe in Committee on the Quebec BilH 
:2idonileur De Lotbiniere called in, 

JVIr. T» Tawnihend. Are you of Canada ? 

De Lotbiniere. I am. 
. Mr. T. Townfhcnd. Of the corps of nobility ? 

De Lotbiniere. Yes. 

Mr. T* Townihend. Do you.know if the Canadians are dtf 
firou3 of having an Afiembly to reprefent them ia the govera- 
anent of the province i 

tic Lotbiniere. They arc very dcfirous of it. 

Mr. T. Townfliend. "Why then have they not nwi^p repre;- 
Mentations to that purpofe ? 

De Lotbiniere. Bccaufe they underftand, that if they were 
gratified with an Aflembly, they would in confequence have 
the expences of the Government to fupport, which in the pre- 
fent ftate of the province would be much more than they can 
fupport. 

Lord North. Did M. De lotbiniere ever hear any material 
objections to the efiahlifhment of a Legiilative Council ? 

De lotbiniere. I never heard it particularly debated, nor 
any objcftions. 

Mr. T. Townihend. Does he think the Canadians are not 
defirous of a more free government than a Governor with fi 
Council, the members of which arc aj^inted^ removed, and 
iufpended by him ? 

De Lotbiniere. They would certainly defire a freer Gch 
vernment. 

Lord Beauchamp. But if fome of the NoUeflc were adniit- 
ted into that Council, would they not then be well fatisfied i 

De Lotbiniere. They might then be fati&fied. 

Lord North. Would the Noblefle be defrous o£m Afiem.* 
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bly which the Bourgeois were admitted to fit in common with, 
themfclves ? 

De Lotbiniere. I do not apprehend they would objeft to 
that, if it was the King's pleafure fo to have it. 

Mr. T. Townfliend. Have they been difpleafed with the 
Englifh law ? 

Dc Lotbinicre* While the circnmftances of lands have been 
left to the Canadian laws, they like tlie Englifli judicature very 
well. 

Mr. Mackworth. I defire to know of the gentleman at the 
Bar, what would be the beft eftablifliment of laws in the pro* 
vince of Quebec, in his opinion ? 

A. It isdifficult to lay upon any fubjeft, in this world, what 
is beft for any men or fet of men of fpeculation : that which 
fucceeds beft in publick and private life is beft ; and there- 
fore I cannot tell what will be beft for the Canadians. 

Q^ Does he think that the Canadians would chufe the fyf^ 
tem of Englifti law, or the French law ? 

A. I do not know a fingle Canadian. I never was in Ca- 
nada. 

Q^ Does the gentleman think that the commerce of this 
country, and the province, would be hurt by a revival of the 
-French laws in cafes of property ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Q^ Does he know any thing of the ftate of Canada ? 

A. What I know is from fuch papers as have been laid be- 
fore me, by order of the King in Council, and by information 
of other perfons. 

Capt. Phipps. I defire to alk if he undcrftands the French 
law? 

A. I find It very di£ScuIt to underftand any law. 

Q^ Does he know the power of the French King, under 
the conftitution of the French laws ? 

A. I do not well underftand the conftitution of France. I 
never was in France. It is a very hard thing for a foreigner 
to obtain an adequate idea of the conftitution of another coun- 
try. The conftitution of one's own requires a great deal of 
clofe application and ftudy : I wifli I underftood it better ; 
and that many other people would ftudy it more, and under* 
ftand it better than I fear they do. 

Q^ Does he underftand the conftitution of Ireland ? 

A. No : I never was in Ireland. 

Mr. Dempfter. Does he think it expedient to give the 
province of Quebec any part of the French conftitution ? 

A. The queftion is upon the word expedient* 

Q. I mean, will it be wife and prudent ? 
VeL.VIL R r A- By 
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A. By the words expedient, wife, and prudent, I under- 
ftand the queftion to mean, whether it will be politically wife 
and prudent Expediency is Minifterial language. It is a vord 
pf ftate : ftate expediency.— It means that high policy, that 
great arcanum, the fublime of government, extended almoft 
beyond the reach of human wifdom. Few that can pry into 
this fort of knowledge. Fewer that can comprehend it. I 
am fure I do not. 

Q. The gentleman, by the nature of his office, ami 
greatly informed as he is from his connexions with Govern- 
ment, and his own reading, muft know much concerning the 
aftual ftate of the province of Quebec 5 I defire he will an- 
fwer what fort of government he would give to it ? 

A. The giving laws to mankind is the perfeXion of all 
knowledge, human and divine. It is not the work of days, 
of months, of years, but of ages. For me to anfwer that 
gentleman's queftion, what fort of government I would give 
to the province, I muft be the vaineft of men. 

Q^ From fucli papers and informations as have been laid 
before the gentleman for his confideration, I defire to know 
in general what is his idea of a Civil Eftabliftiment for the 
province of Quebec, the propereft to be given it by the Le- 
giflature of this country ? 

A. It depends upon a moft extenfive knowledge, infinite 
indeed, of the relations of men and things, times and circum* 
ftances ; the pofitions of both countries ; the manners ard ge- 
nius of the people ( the wants of the province i the views of 
the Mother Country ; the conduct of the neighbouring Colo- 
nies ; the ftate of the nation visa w, or refpefting them and 
the defigns of the reft of Europe. Thefe relations change 
every moment 5 this vaft political profpeft is for ever doubtful 
and floating i it contains too many obje^b for my (hort vifion 
and poor comprehenfion.— My anfwer therefore to the queftion 
(What is the propereft eftabliftiment for the province of Que- 
bec, to be given by the Legiflature of this country) is, I can- 
not tell. 

Mr. W. Burke. There is an abfurdity in this anfwer. The 
gentleman fpoke of an infinite knowledge of men and things, 
times and circumftances, and yet be fays, he cannot tell. 

Houfe — Read the Minutes. 

The Clerk read the Minutes-^-as Mr. Burke had reprefented 
them. 

Advocate General. They were not my words— It depends 
upon a moft extenfive knowledge, &c. &c. that is, the quef^ 
iion depends-^The words * it depends' yf^xe left out,— Repeats 
as above, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Baker. I would aik the gentleman at the Bar if ever 
he has read any thing of the laws of France ? I beliere he has 
read a great deal. 

A. I have read a little of the French law. 
Q^ Does he nnderftand it ? 
A. Not the ftile of it, nor its forms very well. 
Q^ What does he mean by the ftile of it ? 
A. There is in every civilized country, in which a fyftem 
of civil laws is cftabliftied, a law-language — as there are in 
every art and fcience words and phrafes peculiar to them, only 
underftood by the perfons who praftife thofe arts and fciences ; 
I correft myfelf : not always underftood perfedtly even by them, 
for they frequently diipute about the force and meaning. The 
bw therefore calls thefe arts, crafts and myiterics. The French 
have a ferious word for the ftile of law ; they call it jargon : 
we ludicroufly ufe it Jargon* It is a cant word. 

Q. Did he ever fee any fyftem of the French law in Ca- 
nada? 

A. I have read a collection of French laws, which con- 
tains, by way of abftraft, the laws and ufages of that pro- 
vince, founded on the laws of the Prevote of Paris ; and it 
alfo contains feveral ordonances of police and arrets of the 
French King. 
Q^ Does he underftand them ? 
A. Some part of them : the law-language is difficult. 
Q^ Is there not in that collection fomething concerning the 
Jus retrains ? 

A. I fuppofe the gentleman who puts the queftion means 
the rctrait ligtiager. It is the right which a lord of a fief or a 
manor, and firft original poffcflbr of a grant from the Crown, 
has to receive fome imdemnifications from thofe perfons who 
are called the arrier tenants, who hold under him. There is 
fuch a title as ntrait Kgnager. 

Q. If the French civil laws were revived, or fuffered to 
remain in Canada, would it not be a difcouragement to the^ 
old Britifh fubjefts to go and trade there, arid make purchafes 
of lands ? 

A. If old Britifh fubjeCls were to go thither, the French 
civil law remaining in force, or being revived, they would go 
thither at their option and of their own free will, as they now 
go to Jerfey or Guemfeyy where the French laws prevail. Or 
for another inftance, if you pleafe ; if any perfon on fpecula- 
tion thought of going to buy an eftate in Scotland, if he found 
that he did not like the Scotch law and inhabitants, he might 
do a better thing, keep his money in his pocket and ftay at 
home } a thing much wanted in this country. 

R r z Mr. 
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Mr. Dempfter. On what terms do you thinky in the flate- 
of things in Canada, an Englifh merchant going to fettle there 
would hold any lands which he fliould purchafe ? 

A. On the fame terms as the Canadians held them who 
convey the lands : or if the new fcttler takes them by gmnt 
from the Crown, he will then take them on the fame terms 
as any other grantee would do ; that is to fay, on fuch term* 
as the granter Ihall plcafe. All is voluntary on the part of the 
purchafer or grantee — he may take the lands, or he may leave 
them. 

Q^ Has he given no opinion upon the fubjedl of Canada I 

A. I have. 

Q^ In what capacity,' and to whom ? 

A. As his Majeft/s Advocate-General, to his Majcfly I» 
Council, I drew up a plan of a code of laws. 

Q^ Will the gentleman be pleafed to give the Houfe fome- 
nccount of the plan ? 

A. I had the honor of his Majefty's commands in Coun* 
cil, together with my brethren in office, the Attorney and So- 
licitor General, to coniider a great number of papers refer- 
red, and to call for fuch perfons as could give me inform- 
ation upon the fubje£l ; and to prepare a plan of civil and 
criminal law for that province : it was referred feparately to 
each of us three, as being the law officers of the Crown. I 
drew up my plan accordingly. 

Q^ What was the plan r 

A. I drew up my plan in the following method : after- 
ftating the principles of legiflation, and reprefenting what ap- 
peared to me to have been the late condition, and now to be, 
and likely to be hereafter, the ftate of the Colony, I formed 
my plan under four heads : the Courts of Judicature j the Com* 
mon Law of the Province ; the Revenue j the Religion. 

Q^ To whom did he deliver that plan ? 

A. To his Majefty in Council. 

Q. As doubtlefs it was very extenfive in point of know-j 
ledge and information, the Houfe would be glad to know tlie 
contents ? 

A. I ftand here as his Majeft/s fervant : my colleagues 
next to me in office, who have given their opinions as well as 
myfelf to his Majefty, are within the Bar. When an Advocate or 
Counfellpr gives his opinion, it is the property of his client. His 
Majefty is in pofleffion of my opinion. If this Houfe does me 
tlie high honor of being defirous to know my fentimcnts, fuch 
as they are (and tliey are very free ones) the Houfe will then 
addrefs his Majefty to lay my opinion before the Houf^. If the 
jtloufc will not agree to th^t adc^refs^ my fentimeAts muft re* 

fiiai^ 
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main depofited with his Majcfly^ in his great wifdon^ where 
they now moft happily reft. 

Q^ When fomebody moved to have all the papers laid bc^ 
fore the Houfe, the motion was over-ruled, on the ground 
that we might have complete information at the Bar. I fear 
we ihall not have it where we wifh it, and were bidden to ex-» 
peA it. — ^What is the fum and conclufion of that opinion ? 

A. In a queftion fo extenfive, and which involved every 
pofllble confideration of policy, and very little of law, I drew 
up my opinion with all that modefty and diffidence which be- 
came me. The danger of pofitivenefs in fpeculative opinion^ 
is too obvious to every man of a right mind. The more I 
viewed the fubjeft on every fide, the more difficulties occur- 
red to me. I weighed all fa£b and reafonings in a true ba^ 
lance, without bias to any man or any party, but found it 
hard, after the whole refult of my enquiries, to fix decifively 
what the fyftem of law ought to be for a people fo remote 
from home, of whofe manners and wants we luiow fo little. 
My method of proceeding was, I coUcdled all fa£ts as reprc- 
fented to me, and as far as other perfons, who well knew the 
Colony by having been in it, were agreed in their reports 
made to the King's Government. I then brought all the fafts 
jtnd probable reafonings together in one general point of vicw^ 
for the affiftance of my two colleagues in office, that they might 
form an eafier decilion on their part. I drew indeed my own 
conclufions, but they were not pofitive, but open to better 
reafonings. I therefore, through the whole, adopted the ftilc 
and manner of that which Cicero calk the deliberativum genus 
dicendt\ I fubmitted every thing to his Majefty's wifdom in 
Council, aided by opinions and aimiments of much higher 
authority than any which I could oTOr. 

Q. Can tlie gentleman rccolleft any parts of the opinion 
whic^ he gave ? 

A. I anfwered before, that doubtlefs if this Houfe will ad- 
drefs his Majefty, they will have the whole of it before you : 
I have no objection, I am fure, for my part \ but my memory 
will not fervc me to repeat fo extenfive a work. 

Q^ Does it agree in fubftance, or part, witlx the Bill now 
depending before your Houfe ? 
. A. I know nothing of fuch a Bill officially.— A printed 

Saper, with a title of a Bill relative to the government of Que- 
ec, was put into my hands only two days ago, by a friend 
accidentally. Not having the honor to be a Member of this 
Houfe, I cannot, according to the rules of it, take notice of 
any thing propofed within its walls. If the Houfe were pleafed 
xp jefer the Bill tp me, I ftould defire to tike it home, to read 

it"' 
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it with great care and deliberation. And if I were within the 
Bar, as I am now without, I would give my opinion upon the 
Bill in my place as freely, and with as much courage as any 
man upon this ground. 

Q;^ The gentleman owns that he has had much infonna-» 
tion : I wtfh he would tell us what ? 

A. The fame as the Houfe has already heard juft now, and 
from fome of the fame perfons. 

Mr. Cavendilh. If wc cannot have the whole of his o|dnion^ 
will he give us fome of the very learned quotations in his 
book. 

A. So many compliments would natiurally draw a pofitivc an-^ 
fwer from any perfon capable of feeling the flattery and giving 
an anfwcr ; but I do not know what the Honorable Gentleman 
thinks of me. It is not a little memory or a little time will 
ferve to repeat all the quotations of civil and common law, and 
all the French and Latin extrafts which I have ufed. I have 
nfcd a great many in dreffing out my own thoughts. Qnota-i 
tions are commonly among authors but the mere ornaments, 
the fringe and trappings of a book. They only (hew that the 
man who ufes them, has read a great deal ; but they do not 
prove how much he has thought, and whether well or ill ; 
and they fliew he has thought like other people who have 
thought and wrote before him. If I could poffibly recollcft 
and repeat this amafs of the opinions and informations of other 
men, I muft be very tedious, and appear very pcdantick to the 
Houfe. I queftion much whether a vralking library would 
be tolerable in thefe walls. I cannot remember the quota* 
tions. 

Mr. W. Burke. Will the gentleman tell us how long he 
was compofing his plan ? (It muft require great labour and 
ftudy) and how many pages it contained. 

A. About three hundred pages clofely written. 

(^ What was the time it took up to compofe it ? 

A. I cannot exaftly tell. 

(^ Was it feveral months ? 

A. Ten or twelve months, at diflFcrcnt intervals to com- 
pofe it. But if I am to fpeak to all the time that I was think- 
ing upon the fubjedt, the time was near two years. I took it 
up, laid h in my deik ; took it up, and laid it in my deik 
again, that it might ripen in my mind. I faw my difficulties 
of coming to a decifion increafed. I dreaded being hafty or 
pofitive, and I thought no trouble too much on fuch a publick 
iubjeft, which appeared too much for the life of any man, and 
moft certainly for any one man's miderftanding. 
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Q^ I defire to know, Mr. Chairman, what was the name 
of the thing which he took up and laid down fo pftcn^ and 
which he delivered in at h\(k to his Majefty ? 

A. I think, Mr. Chainnan, I remember the face of that 
gentleman v\uo aik^; ins tiie queftion, « What is that^ thing 
which I too\ lip ai^J Liid down fo often^ and delivered in to 
bis Majcfty." I anfwer, when that gentleman was himfelf in 
office, he very well knew what fort of things are the opinioni 
of Crown Lawyers. 

Mr. W. Burke. Mr. Chairman, the witnefe at the Bar ha« 
behaved without any refpc^ to the Houfe. It was enough for 
the Hoiif; to be inAiitcd elfcwhere. We are in an abjedk ftate. 
I fay i^Oy ?..'! others think lb. We are very ill ufed» The 
Up)er Ho jj'c ha? ufed us ill. They fhut us out, not for fear 
we fhould hear what they did, hut for fear we fliould fee they 
did nothing. They frione the Bill there, delay it by keeping 
it in their hands, and then fend it do^vn to us ; and then we 
are to hiury through it without fufficient information; and 
nobody will own it. The doors are ihut upon us ;, nobody 
will give us information. I faid, the gentleman at the Bar faid 
he had a knowledge of men and things, and yet he faid he 
could not tell. I am not guilty of any blunders, any iricifm. 
The clerk miflook as well as I. The gentleman fays, he does 
pot know the coiiftitution of France ; he does not know the 
confiitution of Ireland ; he never was in Canada ; the King is 
his client j he will not tell you what advice he has given the 
King ; we have a right to be informed by him. The Mijiifter 
told us we fhould be fo -, and now truly the witnefs will not 
give an anfwer to any thing, what his real opinion is. By the 
rules of this Houfe, no witoefs at the Bar is to anfwer any thing 
perfonally, touching a Member. It is a difrefpedt to the Houfe. 
The queftions are to be put to the Chair by a Member ; and the 
Chair, which reprefents the Houfe, is to put the queftions to a 
witnefs. He is to return anfwers to the Chair, that is to the 
Houfe. If an improper queftion is put, the Houfe may over- 
nile it. I always behave like a gentleman ; I know the gentle- 
man at the Bar, though I am not intimate with him. He ha^ 
taken fire at my expreffion ; I did not mean to affront hinu 
pie would not tell us what it was he had delivered : he him- 
felf therefore forced me to call it that thing which he deliveredL 
I had no other way to exprcfs it. I am ready every where to 
demand or give fatisfa£lion, where there is an affront offered 
pr received. I defire the gentleman may withdraw, and to 
know the fenfe of the Houfe, whether I put an improper 
ijueftion, or the gentleman made an improper anfwer ? 

£Mr. Marriott was ordered to withdraw.^ 

Mr, 
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Mr. Pu!ic- T^Ir. PULTENEY — It is certainly very irregular for a wit- 
•♦■y* ncfs at the Bar to anfwcr any thing relating to a Member, 

perlbnally, who puts the queftion. It was Always in my opinion 
wrong, confidering that gentleman's fittiation, to call him to 
be examined ; but we were refufed the perilfal of his opinion^ 
and the papers. The Attorney and Solicitor General here re- 
fufed to tell us what were their opinions which were given in 
by them. I often have obferved much debate and confufion 
occalioned in the Houfe, when a witnefs of wit and abilities is 
examined. It fhould be remembered by botfi the pcrfons, by 
the one who puts the queftion, and by the other who gives the 
anfi^ver, that the queftion is put by the Houfe, and the anfwer 
is returned to the Houfe. An attention to this would prcfcrve 
reciprocal decorum. 
Optain GAPTAIN PHIPPS— I muft obfehre to the Committee, 

F^ppt. that this examination is getting into a train which appears to 
me to be very improper. Sir, when men of great parts and 
nbilites, and much wit, come to this Bar, I cannot help con- 
demning that kind of applaufe which is given them, for ex- 
ertions of that wit, though very unfeafonable I may have 
been guilty of joining in this encouragement to a witnefs, but 
am fure the Committee fees, by this time, that if we proceed 
thus, the witnefs will ha\T been called to the Bar to very little 
purpofe. Bcfidcs, Sir, there is a condu6l in witnefles that is 
not at all confiftent with the dignity of this Houfe. I there- 
fore hope, Sir, that the witnefs, as well as any others that 
may come to this Bar hereafter, would recolleft, that although 
the Houfe owes much to the fituation of a witnefs, yet docs 
the witnefs owe fomething to the dignity of the Houfe. 
CoidNorth. LORD NORTH — ^I rife to anfwcr the gentleman who was 
fo warm. He is angry that the gentleman will not tell you 
what his opinion was. He made a complete anfwer to his 
queftion. He faid it was a deliberative opinion 5 that he made 
no dccifion. I do admit, that the anfwer of a witnefs, by the 
rules of this Houfe, fhould not be any thing perfonal to the 
Member queftioning, however impertinent, rude, or abfurdj 
the queftion may appear to him. The rank and ftation of the 
gentleman at the Bar ought to be confidered. The word thing 
is undcrftood generally as a word of contempt. Nothing con- 
temptible comes from the gentleman at the Bar : fuch a word 
might naturally ftrike him ; and his not being a Member of 
this Houfe, fo as to know the rules of it, excufes him for his 
flict\'ing his fpirit on the occafion, when he thought himfelf 
affronted. He is under the protcftion of the Houfe, and no 
improper queftion ought to be alkcd. In that cafe he may de- 
mand 
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mand the proteftion of the Houfe^ and fo may every perfon 
who is examined at this Bar. 

Mr. E. BURKE — ^I rife to apologize for the gentleman next ^fr. Fdm. 
me. I am perfedlly fure he did not mean to affront the gen- **"'^^«* 
tleman at the Bar. I know the gentleman there extremely 
Veil, his great abilities, learning, and character ; he has 
diftinguifh^ himfelf by his writings and behaviour, and no- 
body here or any where elfe can treat him with contempt 5 but 
we fhould have been very glad to have had his information. 
I am fenfible that he is in a very trying fituation. His in- 
formation is withheld. It is a di{h*ers upon him, and an in- 
fult upon us to refer us to him, when it was known before- 
hand that it was not likely that he fhould think himfelf at 
liberty to give us his opinion viva voce^ after what he has writ- 
ten was refufed us by others* It was, however, very natural 
for us to call for him. We had no other hope of obtaining 
any information of great authority. All the world knows that 
the ling's Advocate General, the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral, from the nature of their very high offices, have the 
power of obtaming every fort of information. All is open to 
diem in every department of Government. They can enter be- 
hind the veil. The fanBumfanBorum of State muft be fre- 
quently and confidentially fubmitted to their view ; but the 
curtain is drawn upon us, and the door is ihut. How, then, 
are we to get information ? I aik ; fhall we have it from the 
other Crown Lawyers? The anfwer is, they (land upon their 
own ground, and take and narrow it when and where they 
pleafe, as Members within the Bar ; and the gentleman who 
precedes in office, but who ftands without the Bar, ncceflarily 
fuffers from a variety of torturing queftions put to him on fpe- 
culative points, which it muft put any man under difficulties 
to anfwer, efpecially one in his ftation. I never fhould have 
concurred in the motion to examine him, if the former motion 
for the addrefs for papers in general had not been over-ruled. 

The Advocate General called in again. 

Chairman. Sir, you are to addrefs yourfelf to the Chair. 

Captain Phipps. Under what denomination are the papers 
which were delivered in by the Advocate General to the King ? 

A. A report. 

Mr. Mackworth. I wifh the gentleman would give a fhort 
account of the fubftance of that report, as concife as he pleafes 
to make it. 

A. I thought I had before given an account of the con- 
tents, and of the plan. It is impoffible to give a lliort account 
pf a long affair. 

Vol. VII. Sf (^la 
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Q^ In that report does he approve of juries} does he like 
them ; what docs he think of them ? 

A. I fhould choofe to be tried by them. But I think of 
juries as I do of every thing elfe in this world— every thing is 
imperfeft. I have often confidered the different modes of 
trial in different countries ; the Civil Law Courts, the Courts 
of Common Law, and Chancery ; their modes are all defeflivc 
in difcovering trutti. Juries are like moft other men and. 
things ; they have their excellent qualities, and they have 
their bad ones. 

Q^ Does he think it will be a hardfhip upon the CaQadiaad 
not to have juries ? not to have their lives and properties, trued 
by a jury out of their own neighbourhood ? Would it be their 
happinefs or unhappinefs ? 

A. If I were a Canadian I could tdl what would make mc 
happy : if I were to go to Canada I could tell the fame. As 
an Engliihman, I fay that juries are a mode of trial which I 
like ; they are very favourable to the property of thft fal>ie^ 
and the natural liberties of mankind, 

Mr. Dempftcr. Docs the Doftor think that the prefeat 
Bill is calculated to give as much freedom to Canada as is ex^ 
pcdient to give ? 

A. Expedient to givd them ! I anfwered befdre to thdt 
queftion ; it involves a thoufand others. 

Mr. C. Jenkinfon. Does he diink that the Canadians will 
not fuffer greatly if the haieas corpus \2iW is not iiaroduccd 
among them ? 

A. I deiire the qucftion may be repeated; the merit of 
the kabeas corpus law is a great conftituttonal queftion* 

Queftion repeated. 

A. The idea of the fuffering is the idcia of the fuflferer^ 
and not of a third perfon ; I cannot anfwer for the feelitigs of 
the Canadians. 

Q^ Cannot the gentleman conceive the pain of another 
perfon ? 

A. No perfon has a true inspreflion of the degree of pain 
or pleafure of another being ; there is no complete medium to 
convey the fenfations ; words will not do it. No perfon can 
tell what a man of probity and refle6kion, who wifhes to judge 
without error, and to do his publick duty in an arduous 
queftion, feels, when put upon the rack of opinion. No man 
in this place exadly knows how I feel, in my particular and 
relative fituation, by being fo long kept at this Bar, and called 
upon to anfwer every fort of queftion that can be imagined 
about all pojQIble and probable things from fuch a variety of 
pcrfons* Witncffes, by all the law I lutow in the worlds arc^ 

fatten 
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called every where only to fpeak to fedb ; to opmlons^ ito 
where j— except in one court of religion^ in the world. 

Q^ The gentleman then has, I find, fome fort of idea of 
another man's fuftering, although not an adequate and perfeft 
one. Cannot he tell the Houfe, fuppofmg that I were to give 
the gentleman who fits below me a flap on the face, what he 
would fuffer ? [The Member who put the queftion being a 
very flightly-made man, and the gentleman who fat beneath 
him a very ftout man, and the latter turning round quick to 
look at him, it occafioned a loud laugh.] I mean, what would 
a perfon ftruck fuffer when there are vifible figns of a violent 
blow ? fuppofe that the blood gufhes out of the nofe ? 

A. The nofes of fome people bleed without pain. That 
gentleman might have a blow on the nofe, and he might feel 
it. I fliould not. I mean, he would feel it if^he were fobcr ; 
if he were drunk he might not y he might take it all in good 
part ) and as for the bloody fwear it was all good claret. 

A Member. Repeat the anfwer. 

A. If he were inebriated he mig^t not feel. Mr. Chair- 
Ipoan, I hope my anfwers are not improper. I defire to be fc- 
rious. I am in earneft. The anfwer, I take it, by the law of 
all evidence, ought to be of the fame colour with the queftion^ 
and pointed to it. 

Chairman. Right, certainly. 

Colonel Barre. I would not dcfirc to diftrefe the gentleman 
at the Bar. He is certainly under perfonal difBculties in Lis 
fituation of office, and not being a Member. But I fee he 
bears his examination with much patience and good humour. 
We were ail going to be very dull, and he has enlivened us. 
He has been aflced abo\e an hundred queftions, and has par- 
ried them all : not one decifive anfwer. I did not expe& he 
would have kept his ground ib ftoutly againft numbers. I will 
now beg leave to try him. I undertake. Sir, to afk him one 
very eai'y qneftion, which I think he may and will anlwer. 
What docs he think is the King of Pruflia's religion ? 

A. I have read fome of his works ; if the vTritings I mean 
are really his ; although fome people have doubted the title, « 

<< Oeuvres dtr Philofcfbi de Sans &m»." HLs religion may be 
judged from them. 

Q. I defire to know, Sir^ what he judges the King of 
Pruma's religion to be ? 

A. From them ? I believe his Majefly has no: (formal) re- 
ligion. 

Q. If thift province of Canada were to be ceded to his 
•Fruman Majefty, what religion would he introduce into it ? 

A* A iblcScD^s rcligioD. 

Sfa q^What 
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Q^ What is a foldicr's religion ? 

A. If I were a foldier, Sir, I would anfwcr the wokJs— ' 
my honor. 

Q^ What is a lawyer's religion ? 

A, His honor too ; not to give up his client. But I fup- 
pofe the gentleman knows there are twa orders of men in this 
country, the civilians, and the common lawyers. I am not 
common lawyer. — ^The religion of which ? 
Q^ Of both. 

A. The common lawyers muft anfwcr for themfelvcs. I 
can readily anfwer for the civilians ; they are ecclefiaftical law- 
yers, and fubfcribe ; they are of the religion of this country 
by law cftaWilhcd. 

Q;^ I fee. Sir, there is no hitting the gentleman at the 
Bar. But I ha^>: read an opinion of Tome weight in a book 
here in my hand : it is fa laid down, that I think the gentle- 
man cannot cfcape anfwering to it* With the leave of thd 
Houfe, I will read it. 

« In order to judge politically of the expediency of fufler- 
ing the Romilh religion to remain an eftablifhed religion of 
the State in any part of your Majefty's dominions, the Romifh 
religion, I mean its dodb-ines, not its ceremonies^ ought to be 
perfectly underftood. The opinion of the Royal Author of 
the Memoires de Brandenhurgh feems to be conclufive on this 
head to every fovereign power, that the Proteftant religion is 
beft both for the Prince and the people ; becaufe there is in it 
no middle power to intervene and ftand before the Prince 
againft the people, nor before the people againft the Prince.'* 
The Houfe now fees why I put the other queftion. 
Q. Did the gentleman ever read the Memmrer de Brandefi'^ 
burgle? Is that \vhich I have read the King of Prufiia's opinion i 
Is that opinion in the Memoires de Brandenhurgh ? 

A. I have read a book with that title : but whether that 
book was his writing, or whether, being his book, that was 
his opinion (for many people write books, who are not of an 
opinion with their own bo^), I do not know. There is fome- 
thing very like that opinion in the book. 

QT^ The book. Sir, jb which this Ofnnion is recommended 
and adopted, ends with the name of the gentleman at the Bar« 
He has fubfcribed to that opinion. 

A. [Bowing with great refpeft round to the Houfe, and 
laying his hand on his bofom]. I now fubfcribe to that 
opinion moft ferioufly— and moft fincercly. 

The Advocate General was ordered to withdraw. The 
Houfe «went into a debate, in the courfe of which Mr. Charles 
Fox and Mr. T. Townfhend agreed with Mr* £« Burke, that 

it 
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it was wrong to have examined the Kingfs Advocate Gtni^ni,, 
and to force him to give an opinion to the Houfe ; and laid the 
blame on the Minifter, and thofe perfons who oppofed the 
motion for the papers. • • 

Mr. Baker moved, «< That General Murray be examined as 
a witnefs." Notice being given, that the General was in the 
Houfe, the Serjeant was lent out for him, but he was gone 
home. As foon, therefore, as the Speaker took the chaur^ 
Mr. Baker again made a motion, *< That General Murray 
xnight be ordered to attend the Committee on Monday." 

He was fecondcd by Mr. T. TOWNSHEND, who fet forth Mr. T. 
the neccffity of his attendance ; and faid, he could ai&gn no Townlhcad 
other reafon for his evidence being denied, without it was that 
he himfelf had been imprudent enough to declare to the Houfe, 
that General Murray coincided withMr.Maferes; and faid, he 
believed when the noble Lord gave his confent to hear him, 
and fent the Serjeant to look for himi he well knew he was 
pot in the Houfe. 

LORD NORTH arofe in a terrible paffion, and faid, he LordNorO^ 
fired not what the Honorable Gentleman thought of him i 
that he never paid any refpeft to what a pailionate and pre- 
judiced perfon faid ; that he knew the Honorable Gentleman 
had an ill opinion of him, and he was welcome to think fo 
fliU. He faid, had General Murray been in the Houfe, he 
would have heard him, but as he was not, fumn^oning him 
for another day would greatly delay the buiinefsj and he 
ihould therefore oppofe the motion^ 

Mr. T. TOWNSHEND arofe, and in a fpirited manner Mr. t. 
^nfwered, that he would fubmit to the Houfe which feemed Townlbend 
moft paflionate ; that he was certain General Murray's evidence 
was material ; and as to prejudice, he deiired nothing but that 
it might be remarked, he was prejudiced to hear General 
Murray, the noble Lord was prejudiced againft hearing him. 
He then very mafterly fet forth, that by this law the fifliery 
on the Labradore coaft would be altered, which would affeft 
the Newfoundland fifhery ; that as it was an affair of great 
confequence. Admiral Pallifer would be neccffary to be ex- 
amined ; but as the noble Lord objeAed as to time, he would 
not move for his attendance, but only wifh to refer the noble 
liOrd to him for information. 

COLONEL BARRE fet forth how material it was to have CoL Btne. 
General Murray's evidence, as he was at the taking of Que- 
bec, was Governor of the Colony the firft after it was taken, 
and remsuned Governor feveral years after, and therefore, 
^onfequently, knew the manners and cuftoms of the C^ana- 
dU,4n$ i that, as he had b^en refident there at fo^critical a junc*. 

ture, 
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tuVe, he muft have fcen how they liked the French laws, and 
how they liked the Engliik laws. 
Captain CAPTAIN PHIPPS was likewifc much for the General 

Phipps. being heard, faying, that the evidence produced had been de- 
ficient in many points of information which he could have 
wiihed to have heard. 

Mr. C. Fox arofe, and in a feverc manner attacked Lord 
>}orth, afr to paffion and prejudice, 

Mr. Dempfter, Governor Johnftone, Mr. Burke, Mr. Ba^ 
ker, Mr. Turner, &c. &c. ifpoke in favour of the motion, 
and none but Lord North againft it. At eleven o'clock the 
queftion Was put, and the Houfe divided \ for the motion 369 
againft it 90. 

June (5. The Houfe in Committee on the Quebec Bill. 
Covcmor GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE, after ftating his objeffions 
Johnftone. io the principle of the Canada Bill, and to the extention of 
Canada (which was no lefs than eleven millions four hundred 
thoufand acres more than as claimed by France) read a lift of 
proportions, which appeared to him to be contained in dw 
Bill, amongft which were, 

Tha^ a ftate of flavery is better than a ftate of freedom : 

That the Popifh religion is better than the Proteftant : 
' That juries are unneceflary, and therefore to be difufed : 

That monopdies are ufeful to trade ; 

That it is eafier to go up a river than down a river : 

That French laws and commercial regulations are preferable 
to Enelifh : 

And that the Conftitution, which our anceftors had framed 
^th fo ihuch ^ofdom, and eftablifhed at the expence of fo 
much blood and treafure, is to be deftroyed by thdr wifer 
(bns. 
Ifr. lorke. Mr. BURKE ipoke againft the Bill ; but confined himfelf 
to the point of aArertaining the limits of New York ; and pro- 
ipofed the following to be the boundaries of Canada againft 
that province, viz, by a line drawn from a point on the Eaft 
fide of Lake Champkun m 4; deg. N. latitude, and by a line 
drawn in that paraUeA Weft to the river St. Lawrence, and 
down that river to Lake Ontario, and acrofs that lake to die 
river Niagara, and from Niagara acrofs Lake Eric to the Nordkc^ 
weft point of the boundary of Pennfylvania, and docwn the Wefl 
boundary of that province, by a line drawn from tkence till it 
Arike the Ohio. After fome debate this pafled. Tlie liisiu 
of Quebec were next carried along the Ohio to the Miffiffi^ppL 
•Governor Johnftone flpoke againft the iannexing %fae Ulionok 
to Canada^ There was another debate on annexing the ooaft 

of 
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of Labrador to Quebec. The objcftion was began l^ Sir 
Charles Saunders, who deduced from it the lofs of the &fkerf 
to the Americans. Lord North gave an account of the fea^ow 
and feal filliery on the Labrador coaft, and ihewed, that from 
the feJentary nature of it, it could not be conducted upon the 
fame principles as the Newfoundland fifhery . "CTpon this clauic 
the Houfe divided ; 88 for it9 and 49 againft it. 

June 7- The Houfe in Committee on the Quebec Bill. The 
fecond enadling claufe of the Bill being reaU| which revokes 
nil laws and ordinances made for the fettlement of the province 
fince 1 764, and ordains, that they fhall ceafe and determine 
on the I ft of May, i775f Mr. Burke moved, that that psyrt 
of the claufe fhould be left out. He was feconded by Gover- 
nor Johnftone. A debate now enfoed, but the Committee 
divided. Ayes 91, Noes 31. Proceeded to the third enaAing 
claufe relative to the eftabliihment of the Roman Catholick 
religion, and the provifion to be made for the clergy of that 
perfuafion; carried without a divifion. A motion was then 
made to adjourn, it being paft eleven o'clock, but the friends 
of the Bill iniifting to go on, a debate arofe, and the Conn 
mittee divided; for proceeding 75, againft it 31. Several of 
the moft ftrenuous oppofers of the Bill now quitted the Houie, 
and the Committee proceeded, with very little interruptionj 
through the two next claufes, the 4th and 5th. The Hoiife 
xofe at one o'clock in the morning. 

June 8. The Houfe in Committee on the Quebec BilL 

Mr. BURKE faid, he had laft nighty when it was paft Mr. BuHu| 
eleven o'clock, moved to adjourn, but his motion was rejected 
on account of the great necelEty of going through the Bill with 
all poflible difpatch; yet he under ftood they were to adjourn 
on account of a diampetre to be given by. a noble Lord (Lord 
Stanley), and therefore deiired to know which ought to be 
given way to moft, the pleafvu-cs of diflipation, or a Bill of foch 
magnitude as that before them ; he faid, he had feveral very 
material amendments to propofe to the fecond claufes, which 
had been fo flovenly and fcandaloufty gone through that mori>« 
ing, but now he was precluded. 

LORD NORTH replied, he was fure he had (hewn great LordNoitk 
candour to the Houfe at the time the Honorable Gentleman 
mentioned, and that he fhould always truft to his conference 
for the uprightnefs of his conduft. 

RIGHT HON.T. TOWNSHEND arofe, and in a very Rt.H<«.t. 
pointed manner anfwered the noble Lord, as to the flovenly Townfti^na 
0>anner in which the two claufes mentioned had been carried 

through 
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through the Committee ; he faid, he likewife underftood that 
the Houfc was to adjourn a day on account of his champetre, 
and to be fure, the 9th day of June Avas more proper for a 
champetre than for a Committee of the Houfe of Commons to 
be fitting on fo important a Bill j but he, at the fame time, 
could not but allow that the noble Lord had an amazing fore- 
fight, in ordering, above all days in the year, the loth day of 
June, for the finifhing a Bill to eftablifh Popery ; he faid, the 
day was truly charafteriftick to the bufinefs j and he made no 
doubt, but the noble Lord, and his party, would come with 
white rofes in their breads, which would at once make them 
truly refpcftable ; he faid j however, he fhould have a claufe to 
introduce on the Report, which, if the noble Lord would fuf- 
fer it to pafs, he fhould be fo far devoted to him as to fmirk 
and fmilc with the reft of his friends. 

Uu Burke. Mr. BURKE alfo, in a mofl pointed fpeech, attacked the 
noble Lord as to candour and confcience ; he ran on in fuch a 
vein of liumour that the Houfe was in a continual laugh during 
the whole of his fpeech. He faid the noble Lord ought to be 
highly commended for his humility, for he always gave way to 
the majority of the Houfe ; he faid, as to the father of the BiUj 
he would be bold to fay the noble Lord was the father ; he 
brought it into that Houfe, he fupported it, and he was rc*» 
fponfible for the mifchiefs that might enfue from it. 

eol. Barrc. COLONEL BARRE feverely attacked the noble Lord as to 
his candour and confcience. He faid, the Bill had originated 
with the Lords, who were the Romifh priefts that would give 
his Majefty ahfolution for breaking his promife given by the 

*' • royal proclamation in 1 7153 ; that they, in this Bill, had done 
like all other priefts, not confidcred feparately the crimes 
with which the Bill abounded, but had huddled them all up 
together, and, for difpatch, had determined to give ahfolution 
for the whole at once. He faid, the noble Lord might go on 
iitid fiipport that or any fmfiil affair, as he was fure of gettmg 
ahfolution for all at laft. He faid, he was certain, by the noble 
Lord and his dependants proceedings, that after their death 
people might fay as they did after the death of King Charles^ 
•< that by papers found in their clofets, they appeared to have 
died in the Roman Catholick belief." 

Mr. Dcmpfler, Governor Johnftone, Mr. Baker, &c. at- 
tacked Lord North for hurrying the two claufes tlirough the 
Committee at fuch an improper time of the morning. 

Mr. C. Jenkinfon, Mr. Welborc EDis, Lord Beauchamp, &c. 
fupported Lord North, and faid, as they were Roman Catho- 
licks, and were deemed near their end, it would be kind to let 
them die in peace } but that they found their cafe was like mof^ 
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Roman Catholicks, who generally, at their end, were fur- 
rounded by a number of froubiciome people. , ' 

The Houfe was full two hours and a half thus wrangling 
about the manner in which the bufinefs had been conducted the 
night before. After which, Sir Charles Whitworth, the 
Chairman, read the claufe which mentions the number of the 
Legiflative Council to be appointed, which is not to be more 
than 23, nor lefs than 17. 

Mr. Dempfter objected as to the number, and propofed 30. 
Lord North ftrongly oppofed the amendment, and on the quef* 
tion being -put, it was rejected. 

Mr. E. Burke, Capt* Phipps, Mr. Baker, Mr. C. Fox, Mr. 
Dempfter, Governor Johnftone, &c. oppofed the claufe, and 
Lord North, Lord Beauchamp, Mr. C. Jenkinfon, Mr. Wel- 
bore Ellis, Mr. Gafcoignc, &c. fupported it, which claufe, on 
the queftion being put, was carried without a divifion. They 
next proceeded to feveral of the provifos annexed to the claufe, 
v^hich likewife occafioned much debate^ Several amendments 
TP^ere propofed by the enemies to the bill, but rejected, and 
other amendments inferted ih their ftead, propofed by Lord 
North; after which the laft clawfe was read without any 
debate. 

Mr. Jenkinfon faid, he had the other evening heard an Ho- 
norable Gentleman mention, that the oath to be taken by any 
perfon who was entrufted with power, would not fuit the Ro- 
man Catholicks, he had therefore fubftituted a new oath, which 
he begged leave to bring up, and to have it inferted as a claufe, 
which being brought up and read, was approved of. 

June 9. Adjourned to June 10. 

June 10. Sir Charles Whitworth, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, reported the Bill, with the Amendments which had 
been made. 

Mr. Mackworth moved, " That a claufe fhould be added, 
allowing of a trial by jury, at the option of either or both of the 
parties." He recommended the claufe as a fecurity for the 
Englifh in Quebec againft the French laws. 

LORD NC5RTH oppofed it. He recapitulated part of the Lord North, 
evidence that had been produced at die Bar, and faid Governor 
Carleton had informed the Houfe, that the Canadians had a 
diflike to the Englifh laws in general ; that it was his opinion, 
that giving the Canadians their old fyftem of laws would be the 
only means of making them a happy people 5 that Mr. Hey, the 
Chief Juftice, had faid it was his opinion, that the Canadians, 
{^t firft, might have be^n brought to like the Englifli laws, but 
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fince they had been fo indulged, they expefted now nothing left 
than a repeal of the whole of the laws by which they are go- 
verned at prefent j and that the Noblefle of the country thought 
trial by jury was humiliating and degrading to them, as it fub- 
jedled their property to the decifion of barbers and taylors 
that Mr. Maferes had, to be fure, faid, that juries, he be- 
lieved, would be liked under proper regulations, but the people 
of Canada did not choofe to give their time and attendance for 
nothing •, that Monf. Lotbiniere, on a queftion being put to 
him. Whether he did not think the Englifh laws the beft for 
the Canadians in general ? faid, « I make no doubt but your 
laws are good and wife, and make you a happy people, but I 
do not think they are fuited to every climate." His Lordihip. 
afterwards entered much upon the fubjeft of juries, and faid, 
the Canadians could have but a bad opinion of Englijfh juries, 
when a grand jury there had prefcnted the Roman Catholicks as 
a nuifance j he faid, the Canadians, in their petition to the 
Throne, had delired to have the whole of their ancient laws 
rcllored to thenv, which this Bill was meant to do ; that in his 
opinion, the trial by jury was not neceffary there ; and that, 
by what he had been informted, the French laws were fufficient- 
to proteft property without it ; that people had very induftri- 
oufty circulated a report that he had made a Minifterial quef- 
tion of this ; he would affure the Houfe, upon his honor, he 
had not ; that, after once fixing the government of Quebec, 
in the hands of this nation, it was a matter of indifierence to 
him what law or religion was eftablifhed, fo it made the people 
happy ; that the Britiili merchants faying theu: property would 
not be fecure without Englilh laws, let gentlemen recoUedt 
that Britifh merchants trad^ to all parts of the world, and 
think their property fecure in Portugal or Spain, where they 
know the Roman Catholick religion is the religion of the land, 
and that the number of old or Englifh fubje£ts in Canada were 
fo few in number, that the cries of 150,000 ought to be given 
way to in preference of 360. 
Mt. Clyxw. SERJEANT GLYNN recapitulated the parts of the evidence 
» wliich the noble Lord had fo ingenioufly felefted j he faid, the 

noble Lord had laid great ftrefs on the imprudence of the grand 
jary prefenting the Roman Catholicks as a nuifance, and 
feemed to think, for that reafon, they ought to have the trial 
by jury taken away ; did the noble Lord never recoUeft, that- 
the Britifh Houfe of Commons had committed equally flagrant 
a^ of injuftice ; and that, if the reafon for aboli£hing held 
good in one point, it ought in the other ; yet he fincerely hoped 
that that Houfe would never be taken away j for, bad and cor- 
rupt as it was bejijievcd to be by ignorant people, it ftiU remained 
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fome fafegimrd to the nation ; he afterwards launched forth 
into the praife of juries, and mentioned many particular cir- 
cumilances where juries had been found extremely beneficial to 
the welfare of the publick ; he afterwards ftated the account of 
the fcizing the papers of Mr. Wilkes, the General Warrants, 
&c. &c. He faid, all State caufcs would be carried as dclired, 
was it not for juries ; he mentioned the a flair of Hampden 
concerning Ship-money, and concluded with faying, that the 
loth day of June 1774 would b'^ handed down to pollerity as a 
day when the Members of a liritilh Ilonfc of Commons pro^ 
ferred Popery and French laws to the ellabliflied religion and 
laws of their own country ; and, at the lame time, that trials 
by jury, which their forefathers accounted a blcfling, they 
deemed a curfe. 

The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, he did not a^ree with Mr. Thur. 
the Honorable and Learned Gentleman, that whoever was ^°^» 
againft the allowing a trial by jury in that Bill thought the 
mode a curfe 5 far from it ; he had himfelf, in many cafes, 
often thought the trial by jury a great blcffing ; yet it would be 
highly imprudent, unparliamentary, ridiculous, and abfurd, to 
cftablifh a claufe at the end of the Bill (as that muft be), which 
claufe would entirely repeal that claufe in the body of the Bill 
which allows the Canadians all their ancient laws ; or would 
any body fay, that trial by jury was one of their ancient cus- 
toms, or aflert that it was neceflary 5 that, as for the petition- 
ing Canadians, they only dcfired to have their ancient laws and 
cuftoms reftored to them ; and that he by no means thought 
an optional jury any thing like an Englifh jury j that, by the 
former, any party that thought he could gain a preference in 
his trial over the other, would adopt it ; and that it muft be 
allowed, that where the option was liked by one, it would dif- 
pleafe the other ; befides, the evidences at the Bar had de- 
clared, that the Canadians were averfe to the form of an Eng- 
JHh jury, efpecially in that part which obliges them to be un- 
animous in their verdiiH: ; and that, if you took away that part, 
in his opinion, you deftroyed the whole ; that he believed the 
Learned Gentleman had been wrong in giving praife to a jury 
in the cafe of Mr. Hampden, for no jury was confulted on that 
cafe. 

Mr. DUNNING faid, that as to the Learned Gentleman Mr. Duo. 
mentioning that he by no means approved of optional juries, ^^^Z- 
had we not, every term, inftances in the Court of Chancery^, 
where it was in the power of the Lord Chancellor to appoint a 
a jury, if he thought proper ? That, as to the eftablifhing the 
French laws in Canada, who had we fit to adminifter them ? 
Had not the two learned and refpeftablc gentlemen at the Bar, 
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Mr. Hey and Mr. Mafcres, informed the Houfe, that they by 
no mc:ins thought themfclves capable of learning the French 
law fufficicntly to adminifter it with juftice ; and if fuch learned 
gentlemen as them had not abilities fuflicient to underftand it, 
ilire he was, that no pcrfon the Minifter could produce was 
capable of undertaking the talk, fo as to do juilice to the people 
and honor to himfclf ; he faid, the noble Lord had been re-i 
pcatcdly called upon to declare the author of the Bill j let the 
author now Itand forth and clear himfelf ; but he would be 
bold to fay, no man would dare to own a Bill which was meant 
to eftablilh Popery. The noble Lord had faid, the Canadians 
had not defired to have a jury \ could the noble Lord fay the 
Ci^nadians had defired not to have a jury ? He then entered 
very fully into the nature of juries j faid they were fit in all, 
cafes ^ that he had known many inftances where juries had 
found for the Crown, and tliat he could wifh to fee juries 
eftablifhed throughout the world, as they were a check upon 
the evil judges, and confcquently if they were not fo good 
judges of law, they were judges of faft •, he faid, as to the 
people of Canada being negligent of attending to ferve on 
juries, it was the cafe here 5 there was fcarce a term paffed but 
jurymen were fined for non-attendance. 
Mr. Wed- The SOLICITOR GENERAI. faid, he could not agree 
^crburnc. ^j^^ ^^^ Learned Serjeant^ that the fupporters of the Bill de- 
ferved the appellation of traitors to their country; that he had 
no objection to a jury hereafter being eftabliflied there, bul let 
it be left in- the power of the Crown, and if they faw it was ne- 
ceflary, they could at any time adopt it y but this was not the 
time, when the people were fo much enraged againft the pro- 
ceedings of juries in that country ; that as the jury which Mr. 
Mafercs had formed for that country, in the pamphlet he had 

})ubli{lied, he by no means thought it like an Englifh jury, 
or it was to be formed of an odd number of people, thirteen, 
fifteen, or fcventccn, and a majority of thofe people to be de-. 
cifive, anil the jurymen to have 5 s, per day allowed them for 
their attendance. He faid he never would allow that the Ca- 
nadians were fit per ions to ferve upon a jury^^ they underftood 
nothing of its form, and tlierefore were not judges enough 
how to adt upon it ; that as to cafes of revenue, we had had 
two inftances of their deciding different to an Englifh jury \ 
that a jury in England had found for tlie Crown, they in Ca- 
nada had twice, on the fame trial, found for the defendant \ 
and the witnefs at the Bar, Mr. Hey, had informed the Houfe 
that he had often been put to trouble, becaufc he never coul^ 
get the Canadians to give a fpecial vcrdicl. 
Mr. Bynj, Mr. BYMG — ^Thc noble J^ord had given them fuch pf the 
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evidence as he thought proper, and mentioned the equality of 
the numbers of the two ibrts of fubjedls ; that as to the num- 
bers, it was a matter of indifference to him whether they were 
360 or 360,000, they had equally a claim to compaffion ; that 
he thought it proper, that wherever an Englifh colony was 
fettled, Englifh laws ought to be eflablilhed ; that he did not 
approve of the claufe now offered, becaufe he thought it not 
fufficient, yet he would gladly accept of it as part of a good 
thing, and he made no doubt but the Canadians would, when 
they became ufed to the nature of it, love it, and wifh to have 
it in its full extent ; that General Carlcton had informed them 
that the Canadians were a docile people ; had we any occafioa 
to go to Canada to look lor docile creatures ? No ! there was a 
fulhcicnt number always to be feen on the oppofitc fide of the 
Houfe, docile enough to do any thmg the noble Lord, their 
leader, fhould dire^ them to do. 

Governor Johnflone fppke highly m fiivour of juries, and 
recommended the claufe. 

RIGHT HON. T. TOWNSHEND fpoke againfl the whole Mr.T. 
of the Bill, and much in praife of juries ; and recommended ^ownlhcnd 
the claufe offered in a flrenuous manner, fetting forth, that 
the Englifh refidents there had not gone to that colony, had 
they not been invited by his Majefly's royal proclamation ; but 
thofe who advifed him to break his promife, would advife 
him to do any thing that was bad. 

Mr, BURKE, in a very longfpeech, the firfl part of which 
was a keen, pointed vein of humour againfl the Miniflerial Mr. Burlw, 
gentry, who jufl then came into the Houfe in great numbers, 
laid, he fhould not then have arofe, only he thought he now 
. feized a happy moment when he fhould carry his point, for the 
Houfe had filled, all qf a fudden, with people who had not 
heard any thing that had been faid againfl the Bill, no not 
even from its being firjft agitated in the Houfe ; that they had 
now come with good Englifh dinners in their bellies, which 
would, he trufled, make them good-humoured, and by being 
thus full of EngUfh meat, would undoubtedly be for Englifli 
laws •, that he fhould have been afraid to attack fuch a body of 
power and wifdom as the other fide of the Houfe contained, 
bad he not fortunately obferved, that the noble Lord, and his 
two great oracles of wifdom and order, had all differed in 
their opinions •, that finding them at variance, he thought the 
moment would be fortunate to his caufe ; the one was for 2^ 
jury, only now was not the proper time } the other againfl any 
jury at all 5 and a third that it could not be inferted in the Bill, 
lla divided the people concerned in th^ Bill unicr three heads : 
' ^ firfl^ 
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firft, the Englifli merchants; fecond, the Englifli fubjcfts ; 
and thirdly, the Canadians ; he faid they all deferved fupport ; 
and, though the noble Lord, and his fupporters, had fo indtif^ 
trioufly always made ufe of the number 360 as fuitable to their 
caufe, let them only recolleft what all the evidence at the Bar 
agreed in, which was, that the Englifli fubje£is were pofleflcd 
of upwards of two-thirds of the whole trade ; did the noble 
Lord think then that they were a body of people to be minded ? 
That as to their numbers being fmail, the noble Lord might rc- 
colle61: that there was an old vulgar faying, « that one Englifh- 
man was always worth two Frenchmen," that, in this cafe, he 
thought them preferable to fifty Frenchmen j that he would be 
willing to give a Canadian every indulgence in his power, but 
not grant that indulgence at the expence of the Englifli ; that 
if thel'e NoblefTe were the only perfons (as they appeared to be 
by the evidences at the Bar) that were againft the Englifli laws, 
he would facrifice them, and all the Nobleflc of England and 
other countries, but he would make the majority of the people 
happy. But the reafon the NoblefTe did not like the Englifli 
iaws, was on account of the manner in which they had been 
rcprefented to them; namely, that they were a firing of religious 
and civil perfecutions, which would entirely hinder them either 
from cxercifing their own religion, or from having any fliare in 
the government of their own country ; that, remove thofe pre- 
judices which the NoblefTe had imbibed from mifreprefentations, 
and he would be bound to fay that they would not only admire 
our laws, but petition to have them ; that, as to the Noblefle 
hating juries, becaufe it trufted their property to their infe- 
riors, it was a principal reafon why he would give the Cana- 
dians a jur}', in order to protect their property from the arbi- 
trary proceedings of the Noblefle, who, in all countries, always 
wilhed to have the poor under their controul ; that as to the 
Englifli laws not being efleemed by the French, he could pro- 
duce mountains of books, wrote by Frenchmen, on the jufl* 
nefs and excellency of our laws, where they approved of the 
trial by jury as one of the grcateft excellencies our Conftitution 
produced ; that the noble Lord had invited him, and others, 
to come and offer their opinions, fetting forth, that the Bill 
was imperfcft, and he wilhed to alter it, yet he had not at- 
tended to what had been ofiered ; that, in the Committee, 
when he meant to propofe a claufe, the noble Lord told him 
he might do it with propriety on the Report, and that there 
ifrould be no other obflacle in his way, than that he would op- 
pofe it ; he faid he was greatly obliged to the noble Lord for 
his candour, for it had fparcd him much trouble, having in- 
tended to offer feveral chiifes, which he fliould, with great 
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juftice, be called obftinatc, was he now to attempt it, when he 
knew there was fiich a glorious trfuijavirate of powei: JAd wif* 
dom formed againft him 5 that he fincerely believed tl\e French 
were in awe of us, yet he could not hehp thinking but that they 
muft be aftonifhed, that a, people who had fuch powerful arms 
ihould have fuch weak heads. He ftrongly recommended the 
ftate of the merchants as an objcft of the noble Lord's atten- 
tion, fetting forth, that their property was always in a fluftu- 
ating ftate, and that they run great riiks of their whole for- 
tune, to benefit Government as well as themfelves. 

On the quefiion being put, it pafled in the negative ; 83 to 4. 

Right Hon. T. Townfhend propofed a claule to make it a 
temporary Bill, and to limit its duration to feven years. This 
produced a fhort debate, but it pafled in the negative without 
a divifion. 

Mr. Dempfter propofed a clanfe for giving notice of all laws 
to be pafled, which likewifc pafled in the negative. 

Mr. C. Fox propofed, a claufe to fecure to the religious orders 
their rights and properties, as a corporate body claiming under 
the capitulation/, which fhared the fame fate with the pre- 
ceding. 

Luftly, when all the claufes were rejefted or agreed to, and 
the Speaker was reading over the Bill, Mr. Dempfter moved, 
that a claufe fhould be inferted that the Canadians fliould, on 
claiming it, have a right to the benefit of the Habeas Corpus 
Aft. A divifion was the confequence of this motion j when 
the numbers were 76 Noes, 21 Ayes. 

June 13. Mr. Cooper moved that the Quebec Bill do pafs. 
Mr. C. Fox oppofed it upon the ground of its being a Money- 
bill. The Houfe divided. Ayes 56, Noes 20. 

No other publick bufinefs. The Bill went back to the Lords, 
tjfid the Commons adjourned. 

On the 2 2d of June the King put an end to the feflion with 
» Speech, which the Reader will find at the end of the Lords 
Debates. 

And on the 30th of September the Parliament was diflblved. 



STATE 



328 



PARLIAMENTARY 



Ai i774i 



STATE of the different PARLIAMENTS fmcei 
the Reign of Henry VII. with the Period of 
their refpedlive DifTolutions. 






I 

2 

3 
4 

S 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 
14 

15 
16 

17 
18 

19 

20 

21 
22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

33 



Hen.VnI. 



U *" ^ 



Ed. VI. 



Mary 



Elizabeth 



James I. 



Charles I. 



When met. 



21 Jan. 

4 " * 



S 
»5 



Feb. 
Feb. 
. Ap. 

3 Nov. 
8 June 

28 Ap, 

16 Jan. 
23 Nov. 

4 Nov. 

1 Mar. 

s oa. 

2 Ap. 
12 Nov. 
21 Ocl. 
20 Jan. 
23 Jan. 
II Jan. 

2 Ap. 
8 May 

23 Nov. 

29 Oft. 

4 Feb. 
19 Nov. 

24 Oft. 
7 Oft. 

19 Mar. 

5 Ap. 

30 Jan. 
19 Feb. 

17 May 

6 Feb. 
17 Mar. 



1509 
1511 
1514 

1523 
^530 
1536 
1539 
1541 

IS4S 
1747 
ISS3 
1553 
1554 
1554 
1555 
1557 
1558 
1562 
1571 
1572 
1585 
1586 
1588 
1592 

1597 
1 60 1 

1603 

1614 

1620 

1623 

1625 

1626 

1627 



When 
diflblved. 



Feb. 
Mar. 



13 
4 
18 Ji 



23 
4 

22 Dec. 
Aug. 
Ap. 
July 

24 July 
29 Mar. 
31 Jan. 

15 Ap. 
31 Mar. 

6 Dec. 
5 May 

16 Jan. 
9 Dec. 

17 Nov. 

8 May 
2 Jan. 

29 May 

18 Mar. 

14 Sep. 

23 Mar. 
29 Mar. 
10 Ap. 

9 Feb. 
29 Dec. 

9 Feb. 

7 June 

8 Feb. 

24 Mar. 
12 Aug. 

15 June 
10 Mar. 



1509 


— 


1513 


2 


I5IS 


I 


1523 


— . 


^S3^ 


5 


^S3^ 




1540 


I 


1544 


3 


1547 


I 


1552 


4 


1553 


— 


^553 


— 


1554 


— 


ISS5 


— 


1555 


— 


IS57 


— 


1558 


— 


1567 


4 


1571 


— 


1580 


7 


1586 




1587 


— 


1588 


— 


1593 


— 


1598 


— 


1601 


— 


1611 


7 


1614 




1621 


I 


1625 


2 


1625 


— 


1626 


— ^ 


1628 


.mmm 



Exifted- 
Y. M. D. 



I 2 

I — 

10 17 



29 

I 

10 

26 

13 
8 

II 

I 

3 

4 

18 

28 

16 

II 2Z 



3 

5 

I 

2 
2 

2 

5 
I 

2 

I 
2 
I 

9 
3 



— I 



27 
10 10 
9 21 

4 

I 

4 

3 
2 
10 21 

2 2 

— 9 

S 

26 

9 



I 

2 
4 



23 
25 
22 
16 
22 



— II 23 



fr»*!f4KR»fn>n|r! 



A. 1774. 



O E Ji A f £ & 



iH 



■ § 

iM 



ill 



When met; 



"When 
difiblvedi 



£xifted.. 
T. M. D; 



34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
5° 
5« 
52 
S3 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 

i^ 

00 
61 



CharlesII 



James II. 



Wm.in. 



Ann — 



Gedfge I 



George il. 



Geo. iri. 



13 Ap. 1646 
3 Nov. 1646 

25 Ap. 1660 
8 May 1661 
6 Mar. 1679 

ij Oa. 1679 

21 Mar.i68i 

12 Mar. 1685 

22 Jan. 1688 
20 Mar; 1689 

27 Nov. 1695 

24 Aug. 1698 
%6 Feb. 1706 
jo liec. 170^ 
20 Aug.i76it 

14 June 1 705 
8 July 1708 

25 Nov. 1 7 10 
ti N0V.1713 
17 Mar.1715 
10 May 1722 

28 ]Srovii727 

13 June 1734 
i5 June 174! 
13 Atig.1747 
31 Bfay 1754 
19 May 1 761 
10 May 1768 



5 May 

20 Ap. 

29 ]pec. 
24 Jan. 
12 July 

18 Jan. 
28 Mar. 
28 July 
26 FcU 

II oa. 

7 Ny 

19 Dec. : 

11 Nov.] 

4 July 

5 Apt 
15 Ap. 

21 Sep. 
8 Aug.] 

15 Jan. 
10 Maf.i 

i Aug. 
18 Ap. 
28 Ap. 
18 jfune: 

8 Ap. 

20 Wir. 

12 Mar.] 

30 Sep. 



ifoo 
701 



702 — 



no 



Vol* Vttv 



^a 



AiJSt 



^^^ PARLlAME^fTARY A. t)^^. 

A LIST of the MAJORITY of this HOUSE OF COMMONS^ 
{hewing how they voted upon Four very im]portaiit ques- 
tions. 

1. The expulfion of Mr. Wilkes. 

2. For Colonel Lutterell being duly clcfted for the county of * 
MTddlefex, though Mr. Wilkes had a majority of 847 votes. 

J. For the commitment of the Lord Mstybr to die Tov^fcf, 
for faithfully difcharging the duties of his o£Ece> as the &ft 
Magiftrate of the City of London. 

4. Againft refcindihg the refoliition of the Hoiife of Cdm- 
mons, concerning the Mlddlcfex eleftion, oh the 26th of April 
I773f ^c ^^y ^^^ ^* "WilkW attended, agreeable to the 
fummbns of the Sheriffs of Bliddlefex, to take his feat as Mem- 
ber of the iountjr of Middlefex. 

. ify The figures preceding the names r'rfer t6 the drffeirent r^ohitums 
fir tohich they voted* 

i 2 3 4 *-OBERT ADaM, At-chiteft to Ae iCn 
J 2 3 4 Willito Aiilabie, Auditor of ,the Impfeft 
t 2 Chstrtes Alahfon, MK Aijlabie^s fon-in-faw 

3 4 Chairres Amlfler,^ Kibg's Council, and Solicitbr-Gfe* 
nieral to the Queen 
t 2 3 4 Charted AmcOtts/tiieutcnant-Colonel of the Militia 
12 4 w iUiStm Ainh^ft, i Colonel, and Aid-de-Cam]^ to 

the Kihg 
i 2 3 4 Sir John Anfthither 
234 Wifiiatn Aflibumham, iJeputy Keeper of the Gtcat 
Wardrobe • _ * . 

i 2 £d\lrard Bacon, C^iirtiian of tlcftions 

1 2 j 4 Anthbny Bacon, Cdntrdftor foir Stores, A&icaii smd 

Weft-India affairs 
^234 l^ir .William Sagot, his birother, a Cbmmnnbilef of 

. fixcift, ^ 

124 fchdrles Baldwyri, brought ih by Lord Gbwer 

1234 Lord Harrington, Secretary at War 

1234 Lord Bateman, Mafter of the Buck, Hounds 

I 2 3 4 Sir Edward Baynton, Svurveyor of the Duchy of 

Cornwall 
1234 Lord Beauchamp, fon to Lord Hertford, Chamber* 

lain to the King 
I 4 Lord Bellafyfe 

4 LordBrownlowBertie,brothertotheDukeof Ancaftcr 
4 Lord Robert Bertie, Lieutenant-General, Colo- 
nel of Foot, and iiord of the Bedchamb^y Uaclc 
to the Duke of Ancaftcp 
3 4 Sir Walter Blacket 

X 2Sir 
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I 2 Sir Edward Blacket 

3 Patrick Blake, jeiq-' 
4 Jolin Bond^ Efq; 

3 Charles Boon, Ef^; 

1234 Lieut. Gen, Bofcawep, Gfovemor of Scjlly 

12 4 Edward Bofcawen, Lieiit. Grcn. and nephew to Lord 

Falmouth, Captain of the Band of Pcjdioners 
12 4 George Boftaweu, jqn. Lieut, of Horfe Grenadiers 
1234 Thomas ^radfhav, late Secretary to the Treafurjr, 

and now a Penfioner 

4 Charles Brett 

4 Sir Henry Bridgeman 
1234 Hon. James Brudeneil, Mafter of Robes to the King 
234 George Bridges Brudeneil, Clerk, Comptroller to his 
Majefb^s Houfhold * 

123 Richard Bull, Lofd'Warden of the -Stannaries, and 

Steward of ComwaU 
123^ John .Buller^ fen. Lor4 f>f,the Admiralty, and Comp- 
troller of the Mint • 
123. Tobn^uf;^nie|Coloi^ of Oraeoons, af)d Governor 
ofForrwilliam 
3 Michael Byrne, Efq. 
1 2 3 4 Sir Harry Burrard, R^ger of New For^, and Go- 
vernor of Calfhot Ca^le 
1234 Peter Burrell, Surveyor General of the Crown'Lands 
1234 Dr. William BurreD, Chancellor of Ay^orcefter 
1234 CharlesSloanCadogan, jSIafter'JVQrkcrof theftEnt 
J 2 3 Lord Fred. CamptjeU, Lorjd^egjfter of Scotland 
J 2 3 Robert Campbell, Lieut. Col. and Receiver-General 
of the Cuftoms in JScptland 
4 John .Cafjvall, Deputy'Payn;[af^r Ge?^cril 

4 John Cator, a ContraAor 

4 Henry Clinton, a l^ajor General^ Colonel of Foot, 

and Groom of the Bedcfiambcr'to the Duke of 

Cumberland 

4 Sir James Cockbum, aDireftor of the India Company 

3 Earl of Catherlough 

1234 Earl of CianbraffiC Chief Remcnqto-ancer of the Ex-» 

chequer in Ireland 
1234 Lord Vifcount Glare, yiceTreafurer of Ireland 

3 4 Sir Thomas Clavering 
1234 William Clayton 

1.234 General Conway, Ljeut. Gen. of Ordnance, Cham- 
berlain to the King, afid Conftable of i)ublin Caftle 
tor life 
3 4 Henry Seymour Conway 

17 u 2 4 Richard 
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4 Richard Seymour Conway 
3 4 Lord Conypgjum^'^ce Admiral of Ulfter 
4 John Conyers 
12 3 4 Grey Cooper, Secretary to the Trcafury 

4 Waiiam Comwallis, Captain in the Nayy 
I 2 3 4 Sir John Hynde Cotton 
I 2 3 4 iSir Lynch Cotton, Receiver General of the K^g't 

Quit Rents, North Wales 
I 2 Thomas Craven,Rcar Admiral of the Blue 

J 2 3 4 John Crawford 

1234 Thomas Crefwell, Purveyor of ChelfeaHofpital 
4 Eftcourt Crefwell 
4 John Crewe 
I Richard Crofts 

f 2 3 4 Peregrine Cuft, a ContraAor and Pirefbr of Qrccn^ 

wich tiofpital 
1234 Sir Brownlow Cuft 

3 4 Francis Cuft, Counfel to the Admiralty and Na^t 
and Univerfity of Cambridge 
t 34 Thomas De Grey, Lieut. Colonel of A^lttia 
I Sir John Hufley Delay^^ 

I 34 William Dickenfon 
3 4 Hon. Charles Ditton 
3 4 John Dpdd, Lieut. Col. of Militi^ 
I 34 Sir William Dolben 
1234 William Douglas 

234 John St. Lecer Douglas 
1234 Archibald Douglas, Colonel pf DragoonSj and Iieiit« 
General 
4 Francis William Drake 
I 4 William Drake, fen. Colpnel pf Militia 

I 4 William Drake, jun. 

^1234 Adam Drunmiond, Contraftor for the Troops in 
America 
I 2 3 4 J. Dnunmond, Gentleman of the t^in^s Privy 

Chamber 
I 2 3 4 Sir Lawrence Dunda^, Vice Admiral of Shetland and 

the Orkneys 
1234 Thomas Dundas, jun. Orkney, &c. 
123 Thomas Dundas, Stirlingihire 

3 James Dundas 
1234 John Durand, Contraftor for Mafts, &c. 
I George Durant, was Paymafter of the Forces abroadt 

and Agent for the Prize Money of the Havannah 
1234 Jeremiah Dyfon, Lord of the Treafury, and Pen- 
fioner Extraordinary 

I Arch. 
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'^34 -^^ Edmonftone^ a Omuniffionep of P^rving 
1234 WilUamEgerton, Captain of Horfe Guards, andTep^ 

man of the Jewel €)£5ice 
f 2 3 4 Sir GUbert Elliot, Treafurcr of the Navy, Keeper of 

the 3ignet, &c. 
1234 WclborcEUls, Vice Treafurer of Ireland 
12 4 William Evelyn, Major General and Colonel 
I 2 William Ewer, Treafurer of the Levant Company 

12 4 Henry Fane, unde to the Earl of Weftmorcland 

4 Henry Fane, brother to the Earl of Weffanoreland|^ 
and Surveyor of th^ King's private Roads, &c* 
3 4 Sir Charles Famaby 
12 4 William Fellows 
I Earl of Fife 

12 4 Sir John Filmes 

3 4 Hon. Rich. Fitzpatrick, Enfign in the Guards 
1234 CoL Fitzroy, Vice Chamberlain to the Queen, GoL 
of Dragoons, and brother to the Duke ^Grafton 
3 9ir Robert Fletcher 
12^4 Zac. i^hil. Fonereau, ContraAor for Provifions for 

Minorca and Gibraltar 
I 4 Alexander Forrefter 

1234 Hon. Stephen Fox, ddcftfon of Lord HoUand 

3 4 Charles FoX| fon of Lord Holland, then (.ord of the 

Admiralty 
3 4 Simon Frazer, Col. in the Army 
1234 Sir Charles Frederick, Surveyors-General of the Ord« 

nance, &c. 
I 2 Thomas £dwar4 Freeman, Qqideman of the Privy 

Chamber 
I 3 4 Rofe Fuller 

3 4 Lord Vifc. Gage, Paymaftcr of tl^ P^Qons 
123 Alexander Garden 
1234 Lord Garlics, a Lord of Trade 

3 4 Bamber Gaicoyne, Steward of the Marfhalfea Court 
3 4 Sir Samfon Gideon, fon-in-bw to the late Lord Chief 
Juftice Wilmot, and brother-in-bw to Lord Gage 
1234 Thomas Gilbert, Comptroller of the Wardrobe 
1234 Sir Alexander Cilmour, Clerk of the Board of Green 

Cloth 
I 2 Sir John Glynne^ Captain of Militia 

1 2 Hon. Williain Gordon, Lieut. Col. in the Army 

123 Bf ajor General Graeme, Secretary to the Queen, and 

Colonel to the 19th Regiment of Foot 1 
123 Frapcis Grant, Major Gen, and Col. in the Army 
1 2 3 Lord Grevillc, a Commlffioner of Trade 

I Hon. 
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1234 Hon. JohnX^rpy 

I 2 jLord Arc^l]^ H^ii^n^ :|y^ ib/ I^f^a^Cj^ire 

1234 Walden Hanmer 

] ^ "WlUi^ni H^cpurt, laeut. CgIqx),c\^ an.d Groom of 

the Bedchamber 
4 Sir Charles H^dy, Admiral of J^e ^e^ Mailer and 
Pireaor of Grjp^n vijch Hic^pit?! 
123 Robert Harky 

I 4 Thomas parley, ^Idf r^^ of jL(pn49P^ ^^ 9^1^ 

traftor for dq^t^g the 4"Py ' 
4 Tjtmes Harrisj fen. 

"4 W lUiam NcviH Hart, l^te a ^ap^er ;in Pall-mall 
1234 Edward Harvey, Adjutant Generj^, juidf Colonel of 

the 3d Regiment of Jlorfe 
1 2 Sir Edward Hawke 

I 2 J^, Sladen HawJce 

3 Pr. Hay, Dean of Ae Arches, ^c, 
1234 Robert/H/epbwrp/5 

3 Henry Herbert, Secretary pf Jamaica 
3 .4 Augurs Heryev, prpom of the Qe^cjiainl^^ Lord 
of the Admiralty, apd Col. pf M^^ioes 
I 4 Noel Hill 

123 4 :|^4Hmc)wbrook, (jbn of Lpr^ 
.Chanvb^lun .to the ^liiig 
3 4 Richard Hopikins, Clerk to Bq^.d (ff preen Cloth 
3 4 Benjamin Hopkins, Aklevm^ri pf JLp;id,op 
3 Sir Henry Houghton • ■ 

1 34 George Howard, Governor pfphelfeaHofpital, and 

Col. of Dragpcns 
I 2 Lord Vifc. Howe, Rear Admiral of ihf Blue 

12 4 Hon. Willam Howe, a Colonel, ^d Lieut, Governor 

of thelOeof Wight 
I 34 Richard Jackfon, Couniel to 3.outh Sea Company, 
Board of Trajdcj&c. 
3 ,4 iOt^arkiB Jenkinfon, Lord pf thcTrcjfuiy 
I 2 4 John Je^nibn, Gcntlem^ t74^^ to the Queeo^ 

^md jgaptain in ^t^e Army 
I 2 George leniiing$ 

1234 i$oame Jenyi^, a I^^d of Tr?d.e 
I George Johnftone, a Captain in t]te Navy 

3 William JoUiffe, a Lord pf Trade 
1234 Robert Joucs, Contrad^or for i^mitt^lP?^ to Minorca 
123 liOrtl Irnliam 

4 WhitflAed Kcenc 
12 4 David Ken ne J y 
J ^ Edward Kynalloa 

3 James 
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3 James Laroche 
1234 Peter I^egh, a Contra^tof 

123 Nicholas Llhwobdy Cbntra^oi* df it^nlttances td^ 
Gibraltar 
4 Earl <jf Ltecolrf 
I 3 4 Lord Lifbume, for Cardiga&Sure^ Lof d oi tiii Ad-> 
. iniMty 
4 Tboiriai Lockhart 
3 RkhArd LoiJ^dcs 
i 3 4 Sir JinieS LowtHer, Colomil of CtnfiWriand 
Weftmoreland Militia 
I 3 Henry Lawes Luttrell) Colonel iii the Army, and 
Adjutant Gener^ in Keland 
4 Sit Wiinam Lytich, Miiliftit to the Court of Turin 
1234 Hon. Thomas Lyon 

3 Major General Mackay, Governor trf" Hhmoiith Fort, 
and Cotoiid df j^'ilzileers 
123 Jairics Stewart Mackenzie^ Lord ftivy Seal of Scot^ 
laiid^ uid Btl^th'ertcf ike Eaxi df Btite 
3 Herbert Micki^Ortli 
123 WilUajqi Macdowall 
I 2 Lord Robert Manndrs, Colohel of thti tikiafds, and 

Lieutenant Governor of Hull 
I 2 4 John Manners, Houfekeepet at Whitehall 

3 4 Samuel Martin, Treafurer to the Igti Prhlcefs Ddwi 
ager of WaTeS 
1234 James Maflerfon, Barrack Mafter Gristieral 
2 Sir George IWacartiicy, iS<?cr^tf^ td the ILord Lfetik 

tenant of Ireland, fbtl-Ixi^U^ tbLdrdBbti 
4 Lord MelBbiiime 
3 Jofeph Mellifh 
I Eaul Metfiuijii 

1234 Thomas Molyiiciik, CaJ^talil In thfe GtiarA 
I 2 3 4 H. Montgomery, Lord Advocate fbt Scdtiand 
3 Charles Morg^^ ^. 

3 4 fetumphry Moiricfe, Lord Warden bf the Stanilarie% 
, andSbwardbftheDlicliydfCoHitHll 
1234 John koretoh, thief jUfticidfChefter, and Attor- 
ney General to thfe ytfebh 
I Sii* Roger Moffyh, LbrdLieutiihant, atidOcdM^oF 

. Militia 
I 34 Loird ]!Xo|)intfHiart 

4 Heftor Monro, a Liettt^liiit tMMA 
3 James Munray 
3 4 Arnold Ne&it 

I Richard 
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123 Richard Neville Neville 
I Sir Roger Newdigate 

1234 Lord North, Firft Lord of the Treafury, &c. 
I 2 Sir Fktcher Norton, Chief Juftice in Eyre 

1234 Wm. Norton, his foh, Minifler to the Swifs CantOhsr 
2 George Nares, Oxford City, fincc made Judge 

3 4 Robert Henry Ongley 
1234 Hon. Gedrge Onflow, Surry, Lord oftheTifeafory 
1234 G. Onflow, Guildford, Out Ranger of "Windfor Fo^ 
reft, falary 700/. a year, formerly only 306/. 
3 Sir G. Ofbome, Groom of the Beddiamber^ aUd 
Captain in the Guards 
I 34 Earl of Upper OflTpry 
I 3 James Townfend Ofwald 

3 Paul Henry Ourry, a Captain in the Na^ 
4 Francis Page 
4 Robert?^ 
1234 Lord Vifcoimt Pali^erftoii, Lord of' the Admiralty 
i 34 Earl of Panmure, a General and Colonel of Dragoons^ 
I 2 Hon. G. Parker, Major Gen. and CoL of the Gnards^ 

12 Sir Ralph Payne, fince made Sjiight of the Bath, and 

a Governor in Americai 
4 Henry Penton, Letter-carrier £0 his Majefty 
12 4 Griflith Phillips 

3 4 R. B. Phillipfoh, Lieut. Colonel 
1234 Lord Pigot 
1234 Hugh Pigot, Captain in the Navy, and Cofoiiel of 

Marines 
12 4 t^eorge Pitt, Colonel of Militia, Dorfetlhire 

3 4 Honorable Ann Paulet 
1234 Janics Pringle, Colonel and Mafter of the Works hi 

Scotland 
i 2 3 4 JohnPrlngle^ Conful of Madeiri 

3 4 Sir Thomas Pye, Vice Admihd of the Red 
I W. Pulteney 

I iiaac Martiii Rehow 

123 i*n Reynplds, Provpft Jiiardiaiof Barbadoes 
1234 Hon. 6.Rice,Treafiurerof theKjng*sChanAer,aii{d 
fon-in-Iaw to tord Talbot, the Lord Steward of 
his Majefl/s Hooihold 
1234 Richard Rigby, Faymafief of the Forces, and Mafter 

of the Rolls in Ireland, &c. &c. 
1234 ]^^ Robinfon, Secretary to the Treafory 
1234 John Rofs, a Captain in the Navy 

3 4 Nathaniel Ryder 
I a 3 HenrySt^John, WottonBaflet 

4 Cart 
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4 EarlofSeaforth - • 

3 4 John Scot, Major General and Colonel of Foot : - 
123 Charles Scudamore, Deputy Ranger of Whittlebiirjr 
Foreft, and Curfitor of the Chancery in Ireland , 
123 Sir John Seabright, Lieutenant General and Colonel 
of Foot 
4 Earl of Sefton, fon-in-law to the Earl of Harrington 
1234 George Selwyn, Surveyor of the Mint, Paymafter.of 
the Board of Works, and Regifter of the Chancery 
in Barbadoes 
123 Sir John Shelley, Treafurer of the Houfhold, Keeper 
of the Records in the Tower, and Clerk of the 
Pipe in tkc Exchequer 
I 3 Hans Sloane, Deputy Cofferer to his Majefty 
I Edward Southwell 

I 34 Lord Charles Spencer, Lord of the Admiralty 
1234 Honorable Hans Staxdey, Cofferer of theHoufehold^ 

and Governor of the Ifle of Wight 
I 4 Thomas Staunton 

3 4 Lord Stavordale 
4 William Skryne 
1^34 Jo^ Stephenfon, a ContraAor 
1234 Philip Stevens, Secretary to the Admiralty 
1234 Hon. James Stuart, fecond fon to Lord Bute 
12 4 Hon. Keith Stuart, a Captain in the Navy, iince made 
Governor of Jamaica 
4 William Stuart 
4 John Stuart 
z 2 Sir Simon Stuart, Chamberlam of the Exchequer 

3 Laurence Sulivan 
I 2 Sir George Suttie 

« Robert Paris Taylor 

I Earl of Thomond, , Lord Lieutenant of Somerfetlhirc 

I 2 3 Henry Thrale ' 
123 Edward Thurlow, Attorney General 

3 4 Charles Townfheirf, Commiffioner of the Treafury 
^ 2 3 4 John Tucker, Payipafter of Marines 
I 2 Clement Tudway 

12 4 Sir Charles Tynte, Colonel of Militia 
I 3 Hon. Frederick Vane, Matter of the Jewel Office 
123 Arthur Vanfittart, Colonel of the Berkfhire Militia 
1234 Richard Vernon, Clerkof the Board of Green Cloth 
4 James Wallace, Kiyig's Council, and Attorney Ge- 
neral for Durham and Lancafter 
4^2 Robert Waller, Matter of St. Catharine's 

3 4 Thomas Walpole y 
VoL.VIL Xx 3 4 Richard 
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4 Richard Walpole 

LardWaklum 
4 John W«rd 
4 Sir George Warrtt 

4 PsuWerrendert LkBul:.CelDiid»endS3uu^RemeBi4 
hrancer in the Court of Exchequer in&otland 

Nathaniel Webb 

Aiex^mler Wedderbumey Solicitor General 
4 Jamea Wemyfs* aa Ofioer in the Navy 

Thomas Whately, Under Secretary of State 
4 Samnel Whithread 
4 James Whttflied 

SirC3ia. Whitwordi« ChairmaaofWajriandldeans 

Andrew WiUdnron 

Sir Edward Wmnington 
4 Wittiam WoUafton/ Colonel of NBlitk 

Thomas Worfley, Surrepr of the Beani of Works 
4 Sir J« WrotteAejr^ Colonel as the Gnards 

Matthew Wyldbore 

Tho. Wynne, Auditor of Land Revennes inWalea 

Glynn Wynne, Colonel in tbs Army. 
Inallapu 
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1747 John Morton 
54 Theignie 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



jIH^fink 



1747 William Dnke Henij ICarihal 

54 The fame ... Theiame 

61 The fame The fame 

68 The fiuM William Drake^ juuor 

1 747 James Weft Sir Peter Thompfoa 

54 The fame Lord Grimfton 

61 The fame Lord Newnham 

68 Richard Sutton JohnRatcIiff 

1 747 Z, P. Fonnerewi w. Wyndham Afhe 

54 The fame The fame 

61 The fame Philip Fonoereau 

68 The fame Nicholas LiB9roo4 

AWiof09iffi^ Yofrifiirt* 

1747 Andrew Wilkinfoa Nat. Nemraham 

54 The fame William Pttt 

61 The fame Nat. Chofa^kr 

68 The fame Hon. A. Boandqrk 

1747 JohnPolkn liOrdl^rmiAgtoa 

54 Fr. Blake Ddaval John WhitwdB CWfift 

61 The fame Sir L W, Gnffin 

69 Sir J, Griffin Giiffin B. Letlueiittier 

1747 Sir John BMafdea Randlc Wilbraham 
54 Philip Honcywdod ' Fletcher Norton 

61 The famo . John Stanwix 

69 The i^ Charles Jeokinfon 

2xa AnmAL 
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1747 Samuel Kent 
54 The fame 
61 Francis Vernon 
68 Wm. WoUafton 



1747 Sir Roger Twifden 
54 Robert Fairfax 
61 The fame 
68 Sir Brook Bridges 



J^viich, 



Edward Vernon 
Thomas Staunton 
The fame 
The fame 



Ktnt. 



Sir Edward Deering 
Lewis Watfon 
Sir Wynd. Knatchbull 
J. Fred. Sackviilc 



1747 Rich. Arundel 
54 Robert Boyle 
61 Lord J. Cavendifli 
68 Sir A. T- Abdy 



1747 Lord Strange 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



1747 Francis Reynolds 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



Knariflforougb. 



ir Henry Slingfby 
The fame 
The fame 
R. B. WaUingham 



Lancafbire^ 



Rich. Shuttleworth 
Peter Bold 
Ja. Shuttleworth 
Arch. Hamilton 



Lancafter. 



Edward Martyn 
Georse Warren 
The fame 
The fame 



1747 Sir John St. Aubin 
54 George Lee 
61 Peter Burrell 
68 William Amherft 



Sir Wm. Morice 
Humphry Morice 
The fame 
The fame 



1747 Edward Smith 
54 The fame 
61 Sir Tho. Cave 
68 The fame 



1747 James Wigley 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 Booth Grey 



Lricifterftnri. 

Wriditfon Munday 
Sir Thomas Palmer 
The fame 
Sir John Palmer 



Lncefier. 



Georse Wrighte 
The lame 
The fame 
EyreCoote 



JLtoHutyitt^ 
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1747 Sur Rob. Cornewall 
54 Rich. Georges 
61 Jen.Shaftoe 
68 Lord Bateman 


James Peachcy 
Sir C. Hanb. WiUiami 
Chafe Pryfe 
John Camac 


1747 Charles Trelawney 
54 Edward Nugent 
61 Anthony Champion 
68 Edward Eliot 


Lejkard. 

Sir George Lee 
Philip Stanhope 

I Philip Stevens 
Samuel Salt 


1 747 Rich. Edgcumbc 
54 Sir Tho. Clarke 
61 George Howard 
68 Henry Cavendifh 


Lejliuithlel. 

Ja. Edw. Colleton 
The fame 
The fame 
Charles Brett 


1747 Sir Francis Poole 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 Tho. Hampden 


Lenves. 

Tho. Sergifon 
The fame 
The fame 
Thomas Hay 



Uncoln/bire. 
1747 Thomas Whichcott Robert Vinex* 

54 The fame The fame 

61 The fame Lord Brownlow Berti< 

68 The fame The fame 



1747 Charles Monfoh 
54 George Monfon 
61 The lame 
68 Thomas ScToope 



Lincoln. 



Conin^y Sibthorpe 
John Chaplin 
Coningfby Sibthorpd 
Conftantine J« Phipps 



1747 Rich. Levefon Gowcr 
54 Henry Vernon 
61 Hugo Meynel 
68 Tho. Gilbert 



Litchfiild. 



Thomas Anfon 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 



1747 Tho. BrcretOn 
54 Sir Ellis Cunlifie 
61 The fame 
68 Rich. Pennant 

Vol. VIL 



X^iWfpOm* 



Zz 



Rich. Gildart 
Charles Pole 
Sir Wm. Meredith 
The fame 



London^ 
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1747 Sir J. Barnard 

Stc- Theo. Janflen 
54 Sir J. Barnard 

Wm. Beckford 
61 Sir Rob. Ladbroke 

Wm. Beckford 
68 Sir Rob. Ladbroke 

Wm. Beckford 



LoHdom 



Sir W. CalVctt 
Slingfby Bethel 
Sir Rob. Ladbroke 
Sir Rich. Glynn 
Sir Rich. Glynn 
Thomas Harley 
Thomas Harley 
Barlow Trccothick 



1747 Rich. Herbert 
54 Edw. Herbert 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



Ludlow. 



Sir Wm. Corbet 
Hen. Bridgman 
The fame 
Wm. Fellows 



1747 G. A. Selwyn 
54 Sir John Bkmd 
61 Tho. Whateley 
68 Lord Garlies 



LuggetJbalL 

Tho. Farrington 
Tho. Hayward 
John Patterfon 
Pennifton Lamb^ 



1747 Harry Burrard 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



Ljmington. 



1747 Henry Holt Henley 
54 Tho. Fane 
61 The fame 
68 Lord Burgherfh 



1747 Sir JohATtofier 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



Lymch 



Charles Powlet 
Lord Hairy Powl<it 
Adam Drummond 
The fame 



John Scroope 
Henry Fane 
The fame 
The fame 



JL^nm 



Horatio Walpole 
The fame 
The fame 
Thomas Walpole 



1747 Rob. Fairfax 
54 SavileFihch 
61 Wm.Nwthcy 
68 Charles M^r&am 



W.Horftto. Turner 
Gab. Hanger 
Rofc Fuller 
Rob. attgprf 

MM0. 
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1747 Sir RidL licfd 
54 John Bulloc): 
61 The fame 
68 Thefa^me 



1747 John Lee 
54 Lord G. Bentinck 
61 Lord TUney 
68 Lord Donegal 



1747 JohnMoftyn 
54 The tsLvg^ 
61 Thefaaac 
6S LordDo^ime 



Rob. Cojbbrook 
The fame 
Bamber Gafcoygoe 
John HuJ(ke 

James Dougl^ 
Brice Fiflxcr 
Tho. ConoUy 
Tho. How^d 



Zfs 



Jiffi/fon. 



Heurv Fiuoh 
The fame 
Saidle Flpdti 
The fame 



Jifarlborough, 
^ 747 Sir J- Hipdc Cqtton Jolu? Talbot 

54 The fa^ac John Wvde 

61 Rob. Bnidenel Robert Long 

68 The fame Sir James Long 



1747 Wm. Ocken4cp 

54 Charles Churchill 
61 Wm. Clayton 
68 The fame 



1747 Robert Nugent 
54 The faxne 
61 £dm. Nugent 
68 The fame 



1747 Geo. Dodingtoo 
54 The fame 
61 JohnOlmius 
68 Lord Waliham 



1747 Albert Ncfbit 
54 Simon Luttrell 
61 John Stcphenfon 
68 The fame 



Marjow* 

Merick fiurrd 
Daniel Moore 
William Burt 
Wm. Dickcnfoo 

Lcfrd Suud^n 
H. S. Conway 
Rich. Hufley 
Geo. ficrfcawen 

Mdamib. 

Edm. Stungate Beaghan 
Johu Tucjccr 
Richard Glover 
JoJx|i Tucker 

&t. MichaeL 

Thomas Clark 
Rich.Huffcy 
James Scawcn 
The fame 



Zz 2 



Montnoutb^ 
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Mmmouthjbire. 
1747 William Morgan Capel Hanbury 

54 The fame The fame 

61 The fame The fame 

6Z Thomas Morgan John Hanbury 

Monmouth. 
1747 FulkGrevile 
54 Benj.Bathurft 

61 The fame ■ 

68 John Stepney 

Midhurft. 
1747 Sir John Peachey' Thomas Bootle 

54 The fame John Serjeant 

61 William Hamilton John Burgoync 

68 CJ.Fox Lord Stavordalc 

Middle/ex. 
J 747 Sir Hugh Smithfon Sir W. Beauchamp Pro£toF 

54 George Cooke The fame 

61 The fame The fame 

68 The fame John Wilkes 

Milboum Port. 
1747 Michael Harvey J eflfiry French 

54 Thomas Medlicott Edward Waller 

61 The fame The fame 

68 The fame The fame 



.1747 Charles Whitworth 
54 The fame 
61 Henry Shiflher 
68 H. Fownes Luttrcll 


Minehead. 

Per. Wmd. Obricn 
Daniel Boone 
Lord Thomond 
Cha. Whitworth 


/ 
1747 Lord Limerick 
54 Tho. Buncombe 
61 The fame 
68 Sir M- W. Ridley 


Morpeth* 

Robert Ord 

Sir M. Featherftonehaugk 

Lord Garlies 

Peter Beckford 


1747 Lord W. Manner^ 
54 Jolm Manners 
61 The fime 
68 'f he fame 


Newarhn 

Job. Stann. Charlton 
The fame 
Thomas Thornton 
John Shelley 
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1747 Sir Walter HWkct 
'54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



Matthew Ridley 
The fame 
The fame 
Sir M, W.Ridley 



NewcqfiU^ Stafford/hire. 
1747 Bapt. Lev. Gower Xord Parker 

54 The fame J. Waldegravc 

61 Henry Vernon The fame 

68 J. WrotteHey Alexander ForreftcTj 



1747 Thomas Bury 
54 Edward Baccm 
61 R.BuU 
68 The fame 



1747 Bluet Wallop 
54 Charles Holmes 
61 W. Raw. Erie 
68 HansSloane 



Nevfport. 

Nicholas Herbert 
John Lee 
The fame 
William De Grey 

Nevtporty Hants. 

Thomas Lee Dummer 
The fame 
The fame 
John Eames 



Northumberland. 
1747 Sir W. Middlctoa JohnFenwick 

54 Sir H. Grey George Delav4 

61 The fame The fame 

68 Sir Edw. Blacket The fame 



1747 Lord Hobart 
54 Harbord Harbord 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



J!Jorvnfh. 

Hon Walpole 
Ew. Bacon 
The lame 
The fame 



NoUinghamflnre. 
1747 Lord Robert Suttpn John Thomhagh 

54 The fame John Hewet 

61 The fame The fame 

68 T. Willoughby The fame 



1747 Lord Howe 
54 William Howe 
61 The feme 
68 The fame 



Nottingham. 

Sir Charles Sedley 
SirW. Afton 
John Plim^iptre 
The fame 



Newton^ 
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Newt9f9y Lancajhire. 
1747 Peter Le^ Sir T.Crcy Egerten 

54 The fame Ran. Wilb. Bootle 

6x The fame The fame 

68 The fame A. J. Keck 

^4wUn^ Hants. 
1747 Sir J. Barrington Maurice Bockknd 

54 The fame Harcourt Powel 

61 The fame The fame 

68 The fame The fame 

Noffdk. 
1747 Geor^TownftkOMl Armine Woodhovfe 

54 The fame The fame 

61 The fame The fame 

68 Sir Edward Aftley Thomas Dc Grey 

Koffhalkrton. 
1747 Henry PeMc Henry LarfccUcs 

54 Edward Lalcelles Daniel Lafcellcs 

61 The fame The fame 

68 The fame The fame 

1747 Sir Edm.Iiham Thomas Cartwright 

54 The fame William Cartwright 

61 The fame The fame 

68 The fame Sir William Dolben 

Northampton. 
1747 George Montagu George Compton 

54 Charles Montagu Richard fiadkweli 

61 Frederick Montagu Spencer Compton 

68 Su- G. B. Rodnqr Sir GeorgeOfborne 

'OMampton. J 

1 747 Thomas Mtt Sir <i. Lytteltoa 

54 Robert Vyner The fame 

61 Wen. Coke Alexander Eorrcftcr 

68 Thomas Pitt Thomas Brand 

1747 J. Wdldcgrave H. B. Legge 

54 John Oflky The fitme 

61 The fame Thomas Woriley 

68 Lord Beauchamp Edward Coiman 

Oxfcrdjlnre* 
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1 747 Sir Ja. Dtihwood 
54 Lord Parker 
61 Lord C. Spencer 
68 The fame 



Norris Bertie 
Sir Edward Turner 
Sir Ja. Daihwood 
Lord Wenman 



Oxford IJfAverfity. 
1 747 Lord Combury Per. Palmer 

54 Sir R. Newdigate The fame 

61 The fame The fame 

68 The fame Francis Page 

Oxfvrd City. 

Philip Herbert 
Robert Lee 
The fame 
George Narci 



1747 Thomas Rowncjr 
54 The fame 
61 Sir T. Stapelton 
68 William Harcoort 



1747 George Bofcawen 
54 The lame " 
61 The fame 
68 Francis Baflctt 



1747 Edward Wortley 
54 The fame 
61 Armfted Parker 
68 Mat.Wyldborc 



1 747 John JolUffc 
54 W. G. Hamiltoil 
61 John Jolliffc 
68 WiUiam JoUifFe 



1747 Arthur Stult 
54 Samuel Dicker 
61 Sir G. Pococke 
68 Fr. Ht)lbMm6 



1747 LordSundon 
54 George £dgcumbc 
61 George Trebjr 
68 P. H. Ournr 



Henry Conway 
Rich. Edgcumbe 
John Plumptrc 
Hugh Pigot 

Pettrhrough. 

Matthew Lambe 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 

PiUrsfiM. 

William CofioUy 
Sir John Philips 
Richard Pennant 
Welborc EHi$ 

PlyttiOfith* 

Lord Vife. Beauderk 
Lord Barrington 
The fame 
The fame 

PlffnpUm. 

Richard Edgcuxt^ 
The fame 
Su* William Baker 
WiUiam Baker 

PontefraS, 
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1747 George Pitt 
54 Lord Galway 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



1747 Jofeph Gulftori 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 Jofliua Mauger 



1747 James Shuttleworth 
54 Edward Starkey 
61 The fame 
68 Sir P. Leicefter 



PontefraB. 

William Monckton 
Samb. Freeman 
W. G. Hamilton 
Sir Rowland Wynne 



Fode. 



Prejlon. 



Geo. Trenchard 
Sir R. Lyttelton 
Thomas C^craft 
The fame 



Nic. Fazakerly 
The fame 
The fame 
SirF.Standiih 



1747 Richard Evans 
54 Cha. Frederick 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



1747 John Conyers 
54 William Strode 
61 John Dodd 
68 The fame 



1747 WiUiaiti Mellilh 
54 John Shelley 
61 The fame 
68 Sir CecU Wray 



^ueenborough. 

Tho. Newnham 
Piercy Bi^t 
The fame 
The fame 



Readings 



R. N. Aldworth 
Lord Fane 
Sir F. KnoUys 
H. Vanfittart 



Retford. 



John White 
The fame 
The fame 
John Offley 



RJcbmond. 
1747 Sir Conyers D'Arcy John Torkc 

54 Lord Ancram Thomas Yorkc 

61 The fame Sir Ra. Milbankc 

68 Sir L. Dundas Alex. Wedderburne 



1747 Sir Cha. Varna 
54 The fame 
61 Wm. Laurence 
68 Cha. Allanfon 



Rippon. 



Wm. Aiflaby 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 



Rocbe/hr. 



A. I774- 



debate: & 



1747 SvtJCbsigmet(Mc 
54 Iia»:.lBVhifieiiT 
61 The fame 
68 John Cakraft - 



1747 James'lbdt. * 
54 Thomas Nod 
61 The fame '. 
68 Thefiode ' 



•raKW^M^ 



David PolhiD 
Nicholas Haddock 
LoltHrParloer 
William Gordon 






IbaktH. 



Lord Bnrieigh 
Geo. Brudeoell 
Thomas Ceril > 

G.B.Brudeilclt vH' Vn 



1747 Charier Torke 
54 The fame 
61 Thefame. 
68 John Yorke 



1747 Tho.X!orktt . 
54 Lord DuncaanoD 
61 John Cleveland 
68 M. B. Hawke 



1747 Lord'Middklei 
54 Lo£dPiilten;e]r " 
61 Howel Gwynric! 
68 JohnCr^unird - 



Charles Cocks 
The fame 
Thefame 
The fame 



iolkA^ 



StampBrookflMnk 
George CliiMtt ^ 
George W^eymet 
Tho. BrariitewM . 






LordDoneft3fc 
Thorns Pitt 
Thefiunfc 
W. G.HamilMn 



1747 William^BqBWttit v« Edw.Poore - • •/ 

54 Thefame .'u...! ... . Jnlines Bockfbtdxsi: 

61 Edw^rBoovede -.' .' n Thefame u'^aiuk I'j 



68 The^me f \\i ' ^-i y 1 



Henry Dawkms 



00 



1747 Edwin Lafcdl]& Rog. Handafyde ' 

54 Sir Ra. Afilbodte ' WmJ^fbakteBbn . 

61 John Major^ ^ ;^ The fame . * ■ 

68 Geo. ^fanners 7, ,r' T. W. Ofbaiaefton 



'nmBMS^HOmMI^Sa 

1747 CutU^£Uifi)» i:» * WillianvAttkfcrd 

54 SirTboiGbtering 

61 SirGilb.Heathcote 

68 Wnu Chaf. Grove 
VouVIL [3 A 



Ja. Bmdenell 
Samuel Toochet 
Ralph Payne 



j6| 



Sbottbofn% 
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1747 Rob. Briftow 
54 The fame 
61 Lord Middleton 
68 SirS. Cornifh 



1747 Sir John Aflxley 
54 The fame 
61 The fame . 
68 The iame > 



Shrehafn. 

Charles Frederick 
SirW.P. Wmfamf 
Lord Pollington * 
Per.Cuft.. . ^ 

Richard Lyfter - . 
The fame u. ^ . 
The fame ^. 4 
<} Charles Baldwki / 



1747 WilliamKynafton ' • Sir R.-Qopbett 

54 Thomas Hill Robert Moore 

61 The fame * Lord Clive 

68 Noel Hill The fame 



1747 Thomas Prowfc 
54 ThefsLQie 
61 The fame 
68 R. H. Coxc . 



Somerfetjblre. 

Sir C. K. Tyntc 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame ■ 



Southampton^ County, 
1747 Lord Harry Powlctt Francis Whithcd , 

54 Lord Wincheftcr A. Thiftlethwalytc 

61 Sir Simfion Stuart H. B.-^Legge 

68 The fame Lord Henler' 



1747 Peter Delmc 
54 Hans Stanley 
61 The fame 
68 The fame . 



1747 Alex* Hume 
54 Wm» Hammond 
61 Alex. Hume 
68 H. Thralfc 



A. L;Swymmer" 
The fame 
Henry I>awkins 
1 A. Lord Palmerfion. 

JSwAwartr 

Wm.-Bdchier • 
The fame 
Jofeph Mawbey 
The fame 



N VX 



1747 W.Lev. G6wer 
54 William Bagot 
61 The fame 
68 Tbeiamo 



Sir Walter Bag;ot 
Henry Thymic ~ 
Lord Grey 
Thefiunc 



Siyfinu 
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1747 Wm.Chctwynd 
54 The fame '^^ 
61 The fame 
68 Lord Chetwynd 



1747 Robert Barbor 
54 The fame 
61 John Chaplin 
68 Geo. Howard 



1747 Abraham Hume; 
54 The fame 
61 Frazer Honeywood 
68 Sir John Fikner . 



Sti^d. 



John Robins 

W. Edw. Chetwjrnd- 

The fame 

R. WhitworUi 



Stamfrrd^ 



John Proby 
John Thurfty 
G. B. Brudenell. 
Geo. Aufrere 



Stejmng* 



Hitch Yonge 
The fame 
Tho. Tomllnfon 
T. Edw. Freeman 



1747 Daniel Boone 
54 Lord Powerlcourt 
61 George Prefcott 
68 Richard Worge 



1747 Richard Rigby 
54 Tho. Walpole 
61 JohnHenniker 
68 Patrick Blake 



1747 Sir Cordel Firehracc 
54 The fame 
61 Rowland Holt 
68 Sir John- Rous 



Stocibridge* 



Si^/ilk. 



1747 Arthur Onflow 
54 The fame ^ 
61 George Onflow 
68 The lame 



"^Uffiffm. 



Wm. Chetwynd, junior 
John Gibbons 
Nic. Linwood 
Richard Fuller 



Tho. FonnercsQ 
The fame 
The fame 
Walter Hamner 



John Affleck 
The fame 

Tho. Cha. Bunbory 
Theiamc. 



Lord Baltimore . 
Thomas Budget - 
Sir Francis Vincent 
The fame 



1747 Henry Pelham 
54 Thomas Pelham 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



u ex. 
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James Butler 
John Butler 
The fame 
Lord Geo..IidBiloX 



TOMM 



^g 
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1747 
54 
61 
68 



Sir Henry Harpur 
Sir Robert' Burdctt 
The fame 
Edward Thurlow 



1747 SirR.Wrottefley 
54 Richard Rigby. 

61 Thcftme I 

68 The fam^ .. 



1747 Robert Webb 
54 Lord Carpenter 
61 The feme 
68 Alex.Popham 



1747 Lord Gage 
54 Nicholfon Calvert 
61 The fame ^ 
68 The fame. . j 



Thomas Villicrs 
LordVilliers - 
The fame 
William Dc Gj:ey 

Tavifiock. 

Thomas. Brand ji„ .; 

JeflS7 French ^^^ ^ ^ 
^ R. Nevile Al^jfc^ih : 

i^j Rich. Ncv. Nevilfty • 

Sir C. Wyndhanw ' 
Robert Maxwell • r 
The feme 
Nat. Webb. 'J 

:'•' W.Dowde&rel|.._v 

JohnMart^K^x*,. . 
SirW.,Codruii^ . 
Thef5wnft%»# ui i.i ., 



**> 






^r 
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1747 Lord fiU'-BeaucIerk 
54 The fame • • * 

61 Aub. Beauclerk 
68 John-Drumihond 



C. FitZfrSctidamose ^ t 
Herb. Weftfeling. •' . 
H. S. Conway ' •• ' 
The fame 



1747 Fred. FramkMd 
54 Roger Talbot 
61 Henry .Gtenville 
68 SirT.Frankland. 



1747 Hen. Coningham 
54 Henr5r Pelham • 
61 CiktftelGore 
68 John Duntze 



1747 Sir Johnr Strange 
54 BrowfeTrift 
61 The fame 
68 P^tcrBurrell 



Tbir^p 

Thomas FranUand 
The fame 
The fame ^, 

William S>;uJ4»nd 

Tiwrton. 

Sir Dudley Ryder 
Nath. Ryder ' . 
The fame 
The fame 

Trtnlefs. 

Charles Taylor 
Sir Richard Lloyd 
Rich. Sav. Lloyd 
Philip JemuDg^ 



Tr^gofff^ 
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1747 Clau. Amyand 
54 John Fuller 
6 1 Abrah^ip (JtunCL. 
68 John Grey 



>747 JohnBofc^wcn . 
54 The fame 
6 1 The fame » .;. 

68 George Bofcawen 



^'"Hir.i 



illiam TreTanioa 
The fame 

The fame ^ 

Thpmas Pownall 

'Truro. 

Edw. Bofcawen 

The fame 
John Bofcawen 
Ed. Hu. Bofcawen 



WaUingford. 
1747 JofephTownfWul^^' " Richard Tonfon 
54 R. Ncv. Aldwerdi ■t»' John Hervey 

61 Sir John Gibbpns The fame 

68 JohnAubrgr,. Robert Pigot 



1747 John Pitt 
54 The fame . 
61 The fam^ 
68 Robert Palk 



" WarehOn. 

' R. B. Hgdgldnfon 
W. Aug. Pitt. . I 
Tho. Erie iDrax 
Whitfh^d Kecnc 



^ Warviuifinre. 
1 747 William Crai^ea • Sir C. Mordaunt 

54 The fame "> The fame 

61 The fame • - The fame 

68 W. Thotk. Bromley The feme 



1747 George flamilton 
54 Lord Digby 
61 The fame / , 
68 QementTudway 



1747 John Hampden 
54 John Calvert 
61 Rich. Cavendiih 
68 Edmund Burke 



1747 Brooke Forrefter 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 George Forrefter 



Witts. 

Francis Gwyn 
Charles ^Pudway 
The f^me 
Robeij^Jdhild. 

Weniowr. 

Lord Vemey 
The fame 
Vemey Lovett 
Sir Robert Darling 

WenhA. 

If. Hawkins Browne 
George Forrefter 
Cecil Forrefter 
Sir H. Bridgman 



WMj. 
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1747 ManfelPowd 
54 James Craftcr 
61 Henry Thymic^ 
68 Frederick Thynnc 



1747 Chauncy Townfend 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 William Blackftone 



1747 J. Frederick 
54 The fame 
61 Francis Buller 
68 James Townfend 



Jf^Uy. 



Savage Moftyn 
Geo. Ven. Vernon 
Willianviynch- 
Simon Luttrell 

Weflbury. 

Mat. Mitchell 
Per. Bertie 
The fame 
The fame 

WiUiamNbel 
William Trelawncy 
The fame 
William Graves 

W^mnjter. 

Lord Trenthara 
Sir John Croflc 

_ Lord Pultency 

Lord Percy 



1747 Sir Peter Warren 
54 Edw. Comwallis 
61 The fame 
68 Edwin Sandys 

Wjfimoreland. 
1747 John Dalfton Edward Wilfon 

54 The fame Sir George Dalfton 

61 Sir James Lowther John Upton '' » 

68 Thomas Fenwick - John Robinfott'' • ^^ 



1 747 Rich. Plumer 
54 Lord J. Cavendifh 
61 Sir Fr. Dafhwood. 
68 Sir Cha. Davers 



Weymouthn 

Welbore Ellis 
The fame 
John Tucker 
Jere. Dyfon 



Whitchurch. 
1747 Charles Wallop JohnSelwyn 

54 Thomas Townihend George Jennings^ 

61 The fame The lame 

68 The fame Henry WaUop 



1747 Rich. Qayton 
54 Sir W. Meredith 
61 Sir Flet. Norton 
68 George Byng 



Richard Barrf 
The fame 
Simon Ltittrell 
Beaum. Hotham 



WiUm. 
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1747 Robert Herbert 
54 The fame 
61 The fame ' ' -■- 
68 Herbert Herbert 



1747 Sir Robert IiOiig' 

54 The fame , 

61 The fame 

68 Tho. Goddard 



WUtm. 



William Herbert 
The fame 
The fame 
Nich. Herbert 



WUtfin^ 



re. 



Edward^Popham 
The fame 
The fame . 
The fame 



1747 Henry PetitWi 
54 The fame 
61 HemyPenton^jun..' 
68 The family 



1747 Heairy Fox 
54 The fame 
61 Aug. Keppel 
68 The fame 



Winchefter. 



George Brydges 
Lord Carnarvon 
Lord H. Powlett 
George Pcfwlett 



Lord G 3ea^^^)c 
John Fitzwilliam^ > 
The fame — 
Lord G. Beauderk 



1747 LordBateman 
54 The fame 
61 The fame 
68 Lord R. Spencer 



Woodfiock 



John Trevor 
Aut. Keck 
The fame 
William Gordon 



1747 Edmund Pyttf 
54 The fame 
61 John- Ward . 
68 The fame 



1747 Tho.Vcnum 
54 The fame 
61 JohnWaUh 
68 The fame 



1747 Martin Madan 
54 Tho. Crefwel 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



WarcefterJUre. 

LordDeerhutft . ...^ 
J. Bulk. Coventr]^ . . ^ 
William Dmdefwdl i 
The fame 

JForcefler. 

T. GeerrWindfi»rd» r 
H. Crab Bonkon 
The fame " - 

Thefamc ^ 

Robert Neale " * 
JohnProbyn.« 1^ ^ 
HemySt^John 
The fiunc 

Wyomb. 
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1747 Edmttnd Waller Edmund Waller juiu 

54 Lord Shelbumc The fame 

61 Ifaac Barre Robert Waller 

68 The fame ' The fame 

Tar mouthy Iforf oik. 

1747 Edw.-Walpoie Charl^Townfend''"' *-; 

r4 The fame -•- * ^ --» - The fame * * • ' • - 

61 The fame •-*'-* The fame •' * 

68 Richard W«pofc' '- The fafe»L. 3c •- .' . ) 

Tahnouthy Hants. 
1747 Thoirial Holmes '»'^ Henry •HMrfcs "»' * "" 

54Theftm'(? * ' '• ' The fame - * 

61 The fame '^ " TheYariie '*" 

68 Jervoife Clarke. Wm. Strod*- ""i' *: 

Tori/hire. 
1747 Sir-Gonycrs D'Arcy Sir Miles Stapylton- ^ 

54 The -fame -^ • . LordDowne • - -^ 

61 Sir George Savillc Edwin Lafcellcs ' •* '^ 

68THcf«me'- •' The fame 



■ ■ . ' . '?;: ■ L ■ > ♦■ 



c i>n'qu E P O R T S* ../^ -^ 

Dwer. 

1 747 Lord Geo. JSackvillc. Thomas RcVa ^ . a , j ^ ^ 

54 Th« fame ' . . .' William Cayley '■'. 

61 Sir Jof. Yoxke Sir Edw. Swi^cMii i . 

68 The fame Lord Villicrs nx .6 

Haftingi^ 

1747 Jimes PdhazB AndrewiSlwne/ or, * r ,*, 

54 The fame The fame > - "'* - • ' 

6 1 Ja. Brudenel -•' Wm. AihbumhanX'' -7 

68 Samuel Martin •-'"' The fame - 



»r»' ^-x 



1 747 Sir Tho. Hales ' Wm- GlanviUc M ^.^, 

54 The fame • .... The fame.. . ./^ )\ 

61 Lord G. SacKviUc The fame 

68 Wm. Evelyn JohnSawbridgc 
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1647 Sir Ffsmcis Dafhwood 
54 The fame 
61 Sir Edw. Dccring 
68 The fame 



Rontfuy* 



1747 Sir John Norris 
54 George Onflow 
61 John Bentinck 
68 John Norris 



1747 SirG. Ostenden 
54^ Clau Amyand 
61* George Hay 
68 Philip Stephens 



1747 William Pitt 
54 Lord Gage 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 



1 747 John Mordaunt 
54 Arnold Nefl:)itt 
61 Tho. Sewell 
68 Lord Thomond 



Ry. 



Henry Fumefe 
Rofe Fuller 
Tho. Knight 
Richard Jackibn 



Philips Gybbon 
The fame 
The fame 
Rofe Fuller 

Sandwich* 

John Cleveland 
The fame 
Lord Cunyngham 
The fame 

Seafhrd* 

William Hay 
The fame 
James Peachey 
Geo. Medley 

Winchelfta. 

Tho. Orby Hunter 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 



WALES. 



AngUfea. 
1747 Sir Nich. Bayley 
54 The fame 
61 Owen Meyrick 
,68 The fame 

Brecon County* 
4747 Tho* Morgan 

54 The (ame 

61 The fame 

68 The fame 
V0L.VIL 



3B 



Lord Bulkeley 
Richard Price 
The.fame 
Sir Hu. Williams 

Sncon* 
John Talbot 
Tho. Morgftti,JuiU 
The fame 
Charles Morgan 



Car£gan 



no 
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Cardigan County. 
1747 John Lloyd 
54 The fame 
68 Pugh Piyfe 
61 LordLifbume 

Carmarthen County. 
^747 JohnVaughan 
54 George Rice 
61 The lame 
68 The fame 

Carnarvon County. 
1 747 William Bodvilic 
54 Sir John Wynne 
61 Tho. Wynne 
68 The fame 

Denbigh County. 
1747 Sir W. W. Wynne 
54 SirL. Sal. Cotton 
61 The fame 
68 The fame 

FBnt Coun^. . 
1747 Sir Thomas Moftyn 
54 The fame 
61 Sir Roger Moftyn 
68 The fame 

Glamorgan County. 
1747 Charles Edwyn 
54 The fame 
61 Sir Edm. Thomas 
68 G. Vcn. Vernon 

Merianetb County. 
1747 Wm. Vaughan 
54 The fame 
61 Thefvne 
68 J.Pug^Price 

Montgomiry County. 
1747 Edward Kynafton 
54 The fame 
61 Th€ fame 
iSS The fame 



Cardigan. 
John Symons 
TheT^^m?. 
Herbert Lloyd 
Pryce Campbell 

Carmarthen. 
Tho. Mathews 
Griffith Philips 
Lord Verney 
Griffith Philips 

Carnarvon. 
Sir Wm, Wynne 
The fame , 
Sir John Wynne 
Glyn Wynne 

Def^h. 
Rich. Mydddton 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 

Fliftt. 
Kyffin Willi^uns 
Sir John Glynne 
The fame 
The fame 

Cardie. 
Herbert Mackworth 
The fame 
The fame 
The fame 



J^ofitffmery. 
Henry Herbert 
Wm. BodviUe 
Richard Clive 
The fame 



PmM^ 



A. I 



.77t P,^ # ^'^hf 



Pemhrth Couniv. 

1747 Wm. Owen *' 

54 Tl{<rl£n# 

61 Sur J<9& PhiUips 

68 Sir Rich. Phillips 



Radnor County. 

1747 SirH.Hpwarth 

S4Thcfaihfc^' '\ 

61 totd (Jamax^on 

68 Chacc Price 



Hugh Barlow 
The fatatfi"" 
Sir Wm. Oweo 
The fame 

Ibvevfiriwejl. 
1747 WiUiam'Edw^tfdes 
54 The fame 
«i Tlie fame 
68 Theifimfi 

Radnor. 
Thomas Lewis 
TheTime^ '^ 
Edward Leiris 
John Lewis 



5l' 



n-i-.^ 



S C O T L A 1^ p. 

jfberifein. 
1747 An4rCTj84iKhcl / 1761 Lor^ A^. Gordon 

54 Lord'AfL,Cqr<]^ 68 AIex.l3ord6n ** 

. ^- 
1747 Patrick .Crawford ^ 1761 ArduJioiitgomery 

54 Ja.;Hiu-e;CaiiijbcU 68 Ifi^'^l^r ' 

1 747 Sir 5unc?n,X:Mm^ 1 761 uTh«,famc 
54 DougalCameb^ 68l9L9WCampbdl 



1747 Ja.Ah 



Abercromlae 1761 Theiamc 

68 totdtjic 



Bemmch 
1747 A.|Iume Campbcjl ^ 1761 James Pringle 
54 The iame ' 68 Thc^famc ^' 

Btde andCakbnefs. 
1747 Ta-^Siw, j>lackcnzlc ' ! 17*^1 James Stuaut. 
54 JohnSjs*t ^ ' 68 LdtdFlartrtfc 

3 B 2 " Cromarty 



^.r.cqrAt:^.tlr 
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Cromarty and Nairn. 
1747 JohnCampb^ 1761 Sir John Gordon 

54 The fame 6Z Prycc Campbell 

Dumbarton. 
1747 John Campbell 1761 John Campbell 

54 The fame 68 A. Edmonftone 

J)umfries. 
1747 Lord Ch, Douglas 1761 Arch. Douglas 

54 The fame 68 The (ame 

Edinburgh. 
1747 Sir Ch. Gilmour 1761 Robert Dundat 

54 The fam^ 68 Sir Alex. GUmoyr 

Blpn^ 
1747 Ludovick Grant 1761 James Grant 

54 The fame 68 Francis Grant 

Fife. 
1747 James Ofws^d 1761 Tames 3t* Clair 

54 James St. Clair 68 John Scott 

Forfhr. 
1747 Lord Panmure; 1761 LordPanmurq 

54 The fame 64 The fame 

HadSngton. 
1747 Sir Hu. Dahympl^ 1761 And. Fletcher 

54 The fame 68 Sir Geo. Suttic 

Invemefs. 
1747 Norman Madeod J761 Simon Frazer 

54 Pryce Campbell 68 The fame 

Kincar£n€. 
1747 Sir Ja. Carnegie 1761 Sir Ja. Camesie 

54 The fame 68 Rob* Rick. Hepburn 

Kiprofs and Clackmannan. 
1747 Tho-Erikinc 1761 ja. Abercrombic 

54 Rob. ColviU 68 Robert Adam 

SirkciMngbt. 
1 747 John Mackyc 1 761 John Mackye 

54 The fame (J8 The fame 



Ai 1774. 



D E B A T 1 & 



m 



Lannk. 
1747 Sir James Hamihoii * 1761 'Dan* Campbdl 
54 Jsume$ Vere 68 J» Lockhart Rofs 

1747 Cha. Hope Weir 1761 Cha. Hope Weir 

68 John Hope 



54 The fame 



1747 Ja. Halyborton 
54 James Doyglas 



1 747 John Dixon 
54 John Murray 



1747 WiBiamMokr 
54 The fai^e 



1747 Walter Scott 
54 Thefaipe 



Orkntf. 

1761 James Doaglas 
68 Tho. Dundas 

feAks. 

1 76 1 John Dixon 
68 Ja. Montgomery 

1 761 Peter Crawford 
68 Wm. M'Dowall 

ttmhurgh. 

1761 Walter Scott. 
68 Sir GUbert Elliot 



1747 Kenneth Macken^e 
54 The fame 

1747 John Murray " 
54 Gilbert Elliot 

1747 James Campbell 
^4 The fame^ 



Rofs. 

1761 J. Stuart Mackenzie 
68 The fame 

1761 Gilbert Elliot ' 
68 JohnPringle 

Stirling. 

1 761 James Campbell 
68 Tho. Dundas 



1747 Geo. Mackay 
^4 The fame 

1747 John Stuart 
^4 Js^nes Stuart 



Sutherland. 

1 76 1 Alex. Mackay 
68 James Wemys 

Wtgtoun. 

1 76 1 James Stuart 
68 Keith Stewart 



TOWNS. 
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jiberdeifif Montro/e, Brecbin, Invertervy, Aberbrcthock. 
1747 John Maule I7<?i David Scott 

54 David fi^Qtt 68 7t^oinas Ljoji;! 

Airy Irving^ Rothefay^ Inverary^ Campbeltown. 
1747 Charles Erfkine 1 761 Alex. Wedderburnc 

54 Ja; Stu. Mackenzie 68 Ja^pes &vifUr)t 

Craily Kilrennjy Anflmiher^ Eaft and Weft Pttienweem. 
1747 G. Anftruther ^561 Sir Henry Erfkine 

54 Sir Heiuy JSrOdne 68 Sir J^ AliiftrHtbcr 

DumferUngy Culrofsy Inverkeithingy Stirling^ ^tieemferry^ 
1747 George Haldane .17^1 Francis Holboume 

54 The tone ' 68 Ja. -Maftovfan 

DumfrieSy Kirkcudbright y Sanquhar^ Annam. 
1747 Sir J. Johnfton xi^i Tho. Miller 

54 ArcL Douglas 68 William I)oi]gV^ 

Dyfarty Kinghorny Kirkcaldiey Burntifland. 
1747 James Sinclair J 761 James Ofwald 

54 James Ofwald (S8 Ja, Xpwnf.,0fwf|14 

Edinburgh City^ 
1747 James Ker .1761 George Lind 

54 Wm. Alexander 68 Sir L. DondaS 

Elgiuy Cullen^ Eamffy Inveraryy Kintore, 
1747 William Grant 1761 Andrew Mitchell 

54 The fame 68 Th^ fame 

Forfar y Perthy Dundeey Cupar y St. Andrev/s* 
1747 Tho. Leflie .1761 Geo, Dempfter 

54 The fame 68 WiUiwn.PulteAcy 

Fortrofiy ForreSy Naimy Invemefs. 
1747 Alex. Brodie .1761 Sir Alex. Grant 

54 John Campbell 68 Heftor^Mowo 

Glafgowy Rutheaglerty Renfrewy Dumbarton, 
'747 Jo*^ Campbell 1761 Lord Fred. Campbell 

54 The fame 68 The fame 

Haddingi^^ 



Ati7V4^ d E i A t i lli^ ^^ 

HadSngton^ Dunbar^ Benmct, Nauder^ JeAur^. 
1747 Andrew Fletcher 1761 Sir Hew Dalrymplc 

54 The fame 68 Pat. Warrender 

Ktrknoally UTeei, Tmn^ Dmrmch^ Dinrmdl. 
1747 Sir Henry Monro 1)61 John ScCtt 

54 The fame 68 Alex. Mackay 

SelUri, Peebles^ Lanerk^ Lifi/siim». 
1747 Ja. Carmichael 1761 John Kofi 

54 John Murray 68 J. Lockhart Rofi. 

Wigtowftf Galhwaj^ Stranraer^ Whitehome* 
1747 Ja.Steiiart 1761 Arch. Montgomery 

54 John Hamilton 68 6. Aug. Sdwyn 
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A 

COLLECT ION 

O F T H E 

SUPPLIES, and WAYS and MEANS, 

From the Year 1744 to the Year 1774 j being the Period 
of this Work* 



1743- 



i7tli Geo, 11. 



Dec. lo. 40,000 feamen, for 1744 
Jan. 12. 21,358 land forces for Flanders 
19,028 men for guards and garrifons 
11,550 marines 
Jan. 19. 51513 horfe, 10,755 'oot, of 
Hanoverian troops, from Chriftmas 
1743 to Chriftmas 1744 
Feb. 2. To make good engagements with 
Sardinia - - - 

Ditto with Hungary 
Ordnance for land fervice 
Extra cxpence of ditto 
Feb. 10. Marriage portion of Princcfs 
Louifa to the Prince of Denmark 
Ordinary of the navy 
Greenwich hofpital 
Deficiency of general fund 
Sinking hmd, deficiency of additional 

fiamp-duties, Chriffanas 1 742 
Ditto on falt-duty, i Nov. 1743 
Ditto of vi£hiallers at Midfummer 1 743, 
at which time the 481,400/. charged 
thereon was transferred to the duties 
on fpirituous liquors 
Deficiency of fweets, Michaelmas 1 743 



2,080,000 

<^34>344 
561,794 

2o$,8o6 



J. 

o 
4 

5 5 
10 o 



o 
II 



393>773 ^ » 

200,000 o o 

300,000 o o 

165,428 14 7 

73i9^4 7 7* 

40,000 o o 

192,834 10 9 

10,000 o o 

55,827 16 3i 

4»392 19 S 

42)000 Q O 



8,295 9 * 
13,870 7 o 



Carried over 41983,292 17 7 



A. 1774. 



DEBATE 



Brought over 
Deficiency of grants laft year 
Wcftminfter Abbey 
Weftminfter Bridge 
St. John's Church, Weftmmftcr, repairs 
March 20. Extra charge of troops in 

Flanders in 1742 and 1743 
March 22, Plantations, &c. 

Extra ferviccs in Georgia, for the de- 
fence of North America, from 22d 
Sept. 1738 to 29th Sept. 1743, not 
provided for 
Troops and veflels in Georgia for 1744 
General officers and hofpit^ in Flan- 
ders for 1 744 
33 1 horfe loft at the battle of Dettingen 
Extra expences of land forces dot pro- 
vided for 
Ordnance office for fettlcmcnt at Rattan 
April 10. Half-pay officers 

Tranfport fervice from ift Jan. 1742 to 

31ft Dec. 1743 
Vi£hialling land forces to ditto 
April 23. Extra charge of forage and 

other expences for 1744 
May I. African forts and fisttlements 



s. 






t' 


t. 


d. 


4»983.292 


17 


n 


"9>934 


4 


4l 


4,000 








25,000 








4,000 








524,023 


8 


3 


274,830 


17 


3J 


66,109 


i^ 


10 


19,168 


18 


4 


37,703 


17 


7* 


5,460 








20,959 


4 


54 


J2,I02 





2 


3»>69S 


12 





20,474 


17 


7 


10,970 


2 


54 
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100,000 
20,000 



O O 
O O 



Total ;f. 6,283,537 14 oj 



744- 



iSthGeo. IL 



Dec. 6. 40,000 feamen for 1745 
Jan. 17. 15,768 men for guards and gar^ 
rifons - - 

Ordnance for land fervice 

Extra expence of ditto 
Jan. 24. 28,107 men for Flanders 

General officers, and hofpitals for ditto 

1 1,5 JO marines 

Deficiency of general fund 

Sinking fund, deficiency of additional 
ftamp-duties for 1743 



Vol. Vn. 



Carried over 

3C 



2|080,000 o o 



499^93^ 9 
If 5,008 II 

68,426 14 
781,698 16 

37,610 18 
206,253 15 

65,265 13 



7 
7 
6 

2 

H 

o 

Si 



5,095 8 8 
3>939>296 7 7i 
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Broucht oyer 
Jan. 24. Deficiency on fweet^s, Michael- 
mas 1744 
Jan. 29. Ordinary of the navy 

Building an hofpital near Fortixnouthy 

and purchafing the land * 

Plantations, &c. 
Feb. 4. Deficiency of laft year's grants 
Feb. 12. Extra expcnces of troops in 
Flanders, not provided for . 
Half-pay officers - - • 

Ditto widows, as before 
Wcftminfter Bridge 
Feb. 19. To make good engagements with 
the Queen of Hungary 
Ditto with Sardinia 
Ditto with the Elc<^or of Cologne 
Ditto with the Elector of Mentz 
Expences of land forces, not provided 
for - - . • 

Ditto of forage, and other expeoces for 
1745 
Feb. 25. Eight weeks pay to the Hano* 
verians for their return 
Rye Harbour 
Greenwich Hofpital 
March 21. Tranfport fervicc, one year 
. Victualling land forces for ditto 

6,000 Dutch troops, whilft in Great 

Britain 
Ditto, whilft in our fcrvice in Flanders 
To make good engagements with the 
King of Poland, as Eleftor of Saxony 
To make good fuch other treaties as 
are or fhall be made with our allies, 
and for o^er fervices 
April 8. Troops in Georgia, from Sept. 
X744toDcc. 1745 



A- 1774*. 

3,939,296 7 ^i 

13*957 «9 ^f 
200,479 9 10 

12,000 o o 
290,528 3 if 
X77i42x x8 3f 

85*847 4 9 

26,775 15 10 

3,864 o o 

25,000 o o 

500,000 o o 
. 200,000 00 

243^99 I 4 
8,620 o o 

38,839 x8 5| 

100,000 o 

57,965 9 2i 

23,360 o o 
10,000 o ' o 
45,005 9 10 

13*345 " 7 J 

32,094 10 8 
10,240 X I 

100,000 g Q. 



500,000 o 

23,961 2 tl. 



Total j^- 6,462,902 3 9j 
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1745- 



19th Geo, II. 



Oft. a 8. 40,000 feamen for 1746 
Nov. 4. 49,229 land forces 

13 regiments of foot, under the com- 
mand of noblemen, for 122 days 
2 regiments of horfe, commanded by 
noblemen, 122 days 
Nov. 6. 20 independent companies for 

one year 
Nov. 7. 11,550 marines 
Jan. 23. 1,264 horfe-, and 4,908 foot, of 
Heffians, with the fubfidy for one year 
Plantations, Sec. 
Ordnance for land fcrvicc 
Extra expence of ditto 
Feb. I. Continuing the two regiments of 
horfe and thirteen of foot, com- 
manded by noblemen, for 122 days 
further - - • 

Ordinary of the navy 
Hofpital near Portfmouth 
" Greenwich hofpital 
Feb. 20. Mint for feven years, per ann. 
Sinking fund, for deficiency of additional 

flamp duties, at Michaelmas 1 745 
Ditto on fwcets, at Michaelmas 1745 
Ditto of fait duties, at Chriftmas 1 74 c> 
continued from Lady-day, 1753 tor 
fix years ■ '• 

Georgia - - - 

Weftminfter bridge 
Deficiency of general fiind 
March 3. Freight of tranfports^ in 1745 

Viftualling the forces in ditto 
' Deficiency of laft: year's grants 
March 24. To the Kin^of Sardinia 
> Eledor of Cologne 

Elcftor of Mentz 
April 14. 5,000 horfe and 13,000 foot, 
of Hanoverian troops, to aft in the 
Low Countries 
Artillery to ditto - . - 

Qai;ried over 

3C2 



£. s. a, 

2,080,000 O O 

1,298,100 14 7 

64,360 13 o| 

13,176 10 o 

206,253 15 o 

161,607 ^7 ^i 

343*440 18 li 

»75>777 13 9 

246,54^ J 9 



77*537 3 oJ 

198,048 17 3 

16,000 o o 

10,000 p o 

J5,ooo o 9 

8,367 9 10 

nmi 3 5 



17,500 o o 

4,000 o o 

25,000 o o 

49»252 18 9 

96,478 19 2 

S4>7S3 9 3f 



11,950 2 

200,000 o 

24,299 I 

8^020 o 



9i 
o 

4 
o 



300,000 o . o 
10,000 o o 

5,727,861 9 2j 
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Brought over 

Apr. 14. To the Qucen^of Hungary, to fup- 

port her allies, and maintain 50,000 

men in the Low Countries 

To the King of Sardinia, to fupport and 

profccutc the war in Italy 
May 5. Half pay officers 
Ditto Widows as before 
Extra expences of land forces on ac- 
count of the rebellion, and for horfes 
loft in Flanders, and at fea, not pro* 
vided for 
For the Dutch troops, whilft in our 

fervicc 
Extra pay, or douceurs, forage, wag- 
gon money, &c. of the 6,000 Het- 
fians in our fervicc in 1 742 and 1 743 
May 12. Pay of general and general-ftaff 
officers for 1746 
Vote of credit, for fuppreffing the re- 
bellion, carrying on the war, and 
making good treaties 
June 16. Troops of Georgia 

African forts ... 

May 15. N. B. To the Duke of Cumber- 
land, and the heirs male of his body, 
for the iignal fervice done to his 
country, an additional revenue to be 
,^aid out of the aggregate fund,/^ j/im. 



£. s. d. 

5^727,861 9 2| 



400,000 o o 

100,000 o o 

24,701 7 <5 

3,886 o o 



i37>o^7 3 " 

21,545 19 " 

40,328 19 ID 

40,880 19 2 



500,000 a o 
19,168 18 4 
10,000 o • 



25,000 o o 



Total £. 7*088*353 10 io| 



20th Geo. II. 



1746- 



Dec. I. 40,000 feamen for 1747 
Dec. 8. 33,030 land forces 
z 5, 1 96 nocn in Flanders 
Forces in plantations, &c. 
Dec, 15. Deficiency of the civil lift in 
feven years, at Midfummcr laft 
To difchargc the like fum raifed by an 
Aft laft year 



2,080,000 o 
856,066 19 
372,7*8 II 

343i"2 8 



o 

2 
o 



4S<Ji733 »<S 3i 
500,000 o o 



Cacriedover 4,6o8>7oi 14 7^ 
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Brought over 
Dec. 15. Ordnance for land fcrvicc 

Extra expences of ditto 
Jan. 15. Ordinary of the navy 

Greenwich Hofpital 

HofpitalatGofport *- 

To finking fund, deficiency of flamp- 
duties to Chriftmas 1 745 

Ditto on fweets to Michaelmas 1746 

Ditto on falt-duty to Michaehnas 1 746 

Ditto on additional wine-duty at Mi- 
chaelmas 1746 

Deficiency of general fiind 
Jan. 19. Freight of tranfports from ift 
Jan. 1 745 to 3 ift Dec. 1 746 

Viftualling land forces to ditto 

Deficiency on duty of fpirituous liquors, 
Lady-day 1746 

Ditto of additional duties on wines im- 
ported at Chriftmas 1 746 

Ditto on duty of glafs and fpirituous 
liquors at Chriftmas 1 746 

Ditto on half fubfidies on tonnage and 
poundage, at Chriftmas, 1 746 

Ditto of the furplus of the fund of lot- 
tery 1714 at Chriftmas 1746 

Ditto of grants for laft year 
Jan. 22. Towards paying off the navy debt 
Jan. 27. To the Queen of Hungary, to 
fupport her allies and maintain 60,000 
in the Low Countries 

To the King of Sardinia 

5,000 horfe and 13,000 foot of Hano- 
verians for the Low Countries 

Artillery to ditto 
Feb. 9. To the Eleftor of Cologne 

To the Eleftor of Mentz 

To the Eleftor of Bavaria 

Pay of general and general ftaff-offi- 
cers, and officers of the hofpital for 
the land-forces 

Extra expences of the rebellion and 
other fervices 

Heffian troops, as before 

Half-pay officers 



£. /. d. 

4,608,701 14 7j 

284,004 12 It 

193,208 15 3 

196,259 18 8 

10,000 o o 

16,000 o o 

7,978 8 4 

35,000 o o 

49>^93 17 9l 

10,211 5 3J 

205,728 9 9 

66y66S 7 10 

16,670 II il 

1,421 II 2| 

5M33 I I 

85,968 12 2h 

38,648 5 2j 

I3S>378 4 7 

1,000,000 o a 



433>333 6 8 

300,000 o o 

400,000 o o 

10,000 o o 

24,291 I 4 

8,620 o o 

26,846 II 9 



48,575 17 i^ 

166,198 18 4| 

161,607 17 i| 

29,914 15 10 



Carried over 8,661,034 5 3 



3^2 
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Brought over 
Feb. 9. Ditto widows as before 

408 horfcs loft in Flanders and at 

the battle of Falkirk and Culloden. 
11,550 marines - - 

Weftminfter Bridge 
Mar. 24. Vote of credit for carrying on 

the war, and making good treaties 
May 21. To the refiduary legatees of Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll, on account of the re- 
duftion in the value of the eftate, 
out of a legacy left by him to the 
finking fund - . - 



8,661,034 

3»94S 

6,120 

206,253 

30,000 



5 
o 

o 

o 



d. 

3 
o 



o 

o 
o 



500,000 o 



13,58a 9 2 



Total £. 


9,402,978 9 


5 


1747. 2 1 ft Geo. II. 






Nov, 24. 40,000 feamen, for 1748 


2,080,000 





Nov. 30. Ordinary of the navy 


208,827 9 


5 


Greenwich Hofpital 


10,000 





Hofpital at Gofport 


10,000 





Freight of tranfports 


91,496 16 


3 


Viftualling ditto 


43*937 " 


3 


' Towards paying off the navy debt 


l,00OjOOO 





To finking fund, deficiency of falt-duty, 






Mich. 1747 


35,000 





Ditto of additional ftamp-duties,Chrift- 




J 


mas 1746 - - - 


7,118 5 


9 


Dittoof dutyon fpirituous Iiquors,Lady- 






dayi747 . . - 


16,362 8 


5 


Pitto of additional duties on wines. 






Midf. 1747 


29,7^5 '9 


t 


Ditto of duty on glafs and fpirituous 






liquors at ditto 


34,177 7 


31 


Ditto on fwcets, Mich. 1 747 


13,660 18 


6 


Ordnance for land fervicc 


342,064 3 


9 


Extra expence of ditto 


^59*565 H 


5 


Dec. I. 49>S)39 land forces 
Forces in Plantations, &c 


.1,267,376 15 


91 


350,034 14 


H 


11,550 marines 


196,089 19 


7 



Carried over 5,885,478 4 i 
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Brought over 
Dec. 19. To the like fui^i raifed laft fef- 
iions - . - .' - 

^ Deficiency of laft year's grants 
Feb. I. Queen of Hungary - 

King otSardinia . - 

5,000 horfe, and 17070 foot of H«io* 
verians - • - 

• Artillery to ditto 

Proportion to Ruffia for 30,000 men^ 
and the charge of their march to the 
frontiers of Upper Silefia 
Proportion of forage for the fame from 
their arrival in Upper Silefia to their 
return to the frontiers of Poland 
Eleftor of Mentz - 

Ele£lor of Bavaria - «• 

Htilian troops as before 
Deficiency of duties on glafs, &e. to 
«^ Chriftmas 1747 
Mar. I. General and general-ftaflS^i^cerS) 
and land forces - - 

Half-pay ofiicers - • - 

Ditto widows as before - - 

Extra expences of land forces and other 
fervices 
» Proportionof 4,800 foot, and artillery 
of Wolfenbuttle, troops from Lady« 
day to Chriftmas 1748, with the 
fubfidy *- 

Apr. 4. American Ccrionies expences, in 
taking Cape Breton, viz. Mafifachuf- 
fets Bay 
New Hampfhire - • * 

Connefticut *. « • 

Rhode Ifland 
James Gibfon, Efq. for his fervices and 

expences therein 
Vote of credit to carry on the war, and 
make good treaties « « 

Weftminfter Bridge 
Apr. 25. To the Proprietors of the heret- 
able jurifdi^Uon and offices in Scot- 
land . • - - 



51885,378 4 X 

500,00a o 6 

571,827 18 7 

400,000 o o ^ 

3oo,ooQ 00. 

4^0,223 10 b 

10,000 o o 



xd7,88i tS to] 



150,000 o o 

8,620 o o 

26,846 IX 9 

161,951 14 ji 

39,846 II n 

53,861 3 o 

27,224 6 o 

3,886 18 8 J 

315,876 8 9i 



57^79^ 7 Si 



183,649 « n 

1^*355 «3 -4 

28,863 19 I 

6,332 12 xo. 

547 15 o 

500,000 €) O 

20,000 O O 



*»i 



151,037 1* 2 

'tmm''mmmmmtrm4 III* ■■ 

Total £. xo,o59,xo4 B 4} 
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1748. 



22d Geo. II. 



Dec. 8. 17,000 fcamcn, for 1749 
Jan. 19. 18,857 land forces 

Forces in Plantations, &c. 

To the Eleftor of Bavaria's fubiidy - 

Duke of Brunfwick Wolfenbuttlc 

Landgrave of Heffc CafTel 

Eleftor of Mentz 
Jan. 24. Ordinary of the navy 

Greenwich Hofpital 

Ordnance for land fervicc 

Extra expence of ditto 

Forces in Cape Breton, and the X2 in- 
dependent companies in the Eaft In- 
dies • - . - 

To finking fund, deficiency of falt- 
duties, Michaelmas 1 748 

Ditto of additional ftamp-duties, Chrift- 
mas 1747 . - - 

Ditto on fpirituous liquors, at Lady- 
day 1748 - 

Ditto additional duties on wine, Mid- 
fummcri748 

Ditto on fweets, at Michaelmas 1748 

Ditto on glafs,* and fpirituous liquors^ 
Midfummer 1 748 

Ditto on new duties on houfes, Mi« 
chaelmas 1748 

Ditto additional duties on wines, Chrift- 
mas 1748 

Ditto additional duties on glafs and fpi- 
rituous liquors, Chriftmas 1748 
Mar. 16. Deficiency of grants, 1748 

Extra expence of land for«e and other 
fervices, in 1748 
Mar. 20. To difcharge navy and viftual- 
ling bills in courTe of payment, and 
for trahfports - ^ 

To pay off ordnance debt 

Mar. 21. To the Queen of Hungary, to 

anfwer the like fum, claimed by her 

as an arrcar of 400,000/. mentioned 

in the convention at the Hague 1 748 



884,000 o 

612,230 4 

218,864 I 

44f744 6 

30*548 14 

30,078 2 

8,620 o 

285,878 o 

10,000 o 

134*36^ 17 8 
42»78o 18 2 



d. 

o 

7 

Si 

3 

6 

6 
o 
o 
o 



111,612 3 4 

35,000 o o 

7,180 5 8 

WO& 7 4 

i5>297 n Si 

13,827 la 6 

33>8o4 13 1; 

28,268 15 5| 

1,462 6 10 

41,822 10 5 

470,186 9 61 

418,128 18 10 



3,000,000 o 
2301382 5 I 



100,000 o o 



€arriedovcr 6,818^193 4 8 J 



A. 1774' DEBATES. 

Brought over 6,8 1 8, 1 93 4 81 
Mar. 23. Chclfea Hofpital - • 63,274 6 3 
Towards fettling Nova^cptia - 40,000 o o 
Apr. 17. Towards difchargki** fcamcns 
wages, and other paynirms due on 
navy debt, Chriftmas laflfJ^' - 1,000,000 o o 
Deficiency of new duty on houfcs, Lady- 
day 1749 - - . 31,060 16 o{- 
Pay of General and Staff-officers - 16,000 o o 
Half-pay officers - - - 67,226 18 4 
Reduced officers, and private gentle- 
men of 2 troops of Horfe Guards, and 

regiment of Horfe - - 5,281 16 8 
Half-pay officers widows as before - 2,S6y 15 7I 
Weftminfter Bridge - - 12,000 o o 
Apr. 24. City of Glafgow, for fums ex- 
torted by the rebels - - 10,000 o o 
May 25. African trade - - 10,000 o o 
Georgia - . . 5,304 3 4 

Total j^. 8,082,409 I 7I 



385 



1749* a3dGco. II. 

Nov. 27. 10,000 feamen for 1750 - 520,000 o o 

Nov. 30. 18,857 land forces - - 628,230 4 7 

Forces in Plantations, &c. - - 236,420 18 6| 

Dec. 4. Ordinary of the navy - 293,625 5 10 

Greenwich Hofpital - - 1 0,000 o o 

Building, rebuilding, and repairs of fhips 197,896 o o 

Dec. 7. Ordnance for land fervice - 109,259 16 6 

Extra expence of ditto «- - 35>448 9 10 

Jan. 15. Elcftor of Bavaria - - 22,372 3 i§ 

Duke of Brunfwick - - 29,993 3 7 

Eleftor of Mentz - - 8,620 o o 

Half-pay officers Widows as before - 3>374 o ^ 

Reduced officers of Horfe Guards, and 

Horfe, &c. - - - 5,117 11 8 

Chelfea Hofpital - - 49M^ 7 ^ 

Sinking fund, deficiency of falt-duties, 

oneyear'sintercft Michaelmas 1749 3S>ooo o o 

Carried over 2> 185,206 i S 
V0L.VIL 3D 



386 PARLIAMENTART A. 1774. 



Brought over 
Jan, ly. Ditto, additional ftamp-duties, 
Chriftmas 1748 ' )0 

Ditto, on licences on fpirkuou&^quors. 

Lady-day 1749 -r .„^ 

Ditto, additional duties on wines, Mi- 
chaelmas 1749 
Ditto, duty on fweets, at Michaelmas 
1749 . • „ - 

Ditto, on glafs and fpirituous liquors, 

Michaelmas 1749 ' 
Ditto, at Chriftmas 1 749 
Feb. 12. Half-pay officers 

Extra expcnccs of land forces, &c. 
Deficiency of laft year's grants 
Mar. 6. To difcharge what was borrowed 
by Aft of laft feffions - ^ 

Deficiency of the half-fubfidy of tonage 

and poundage at Chriftmas 1 749 
Wcftmmfter Bridge 
Mar. 12. Debt of the Hanaper Office in 
Chancery, Michaelmas 1 749 
To prevent a future deficiency in the 

faid Office, per ami. 
Augmenting the revenue of Mafter of 
the Rolls, per arm. 
Mar. 19. Expences in North America, on 
account of the intended expedition 
againft Canada, and for fuccour of 
Nova Scotia - - - 

Charges in fettling Nova Scotia, not 
provided for - - - 

Supporting, maintaining, and enlarging 
ditto . - - 

Georgia - - - 

African forts and fettlcmcnts 



2,185,200 


I 


2 


5.183 > 


«7 


8 


5.724 


3 


9 


7,196 


4 


i\ 


»3.3<5» 


10 


I 


21,564 

39.631 

67,000 

65,481 

275.756 


2 
6 

4 
5 


lOi 

7 
3 


1,000,000 








94.655 
8,000 


7 



4 



10^590 


12 


II 


1,800 





Q 


1,200 








122,246 


16 


4 


36,476 


3 


10 


39.778 

3.304 

10,000 


19 
3 



2 

4 



.4,014,136 


»9 


7i 



A* I7t4^ 



D £ B A 1* £ ^ 



3«7 



1750. 



a4th Geo. IL 



Jan. 29. 8,000 feamea for 1751 
Feb. 5. 18,85^ land forces, including 
1 815 invabds - - -> 

Half-pay officers - - 

Ditto widows as before 

Chelfea Hofpital ... 

Reduced officers and private gentlemen 
of 2 troops of Horfe Guards and i 
Horfe, and to the fuperannuated gen- 
tlemen of the 4 troops of Horfe Guards 
Feb. 1 1. Forces in the Plantations, &c. 

Payof General and Staff Officers 
Feb. 14. Ordinary of the navy 

Greenwich Hofpital 

Building, rebuilding, and repair of fhips 

Ordnance for land fervice 

Extra expence of ditto not provided for 
Feb. 19. To pay old and new South Sea 
annuities, not fubfcribed, in piurfu- 
ance of two Afts laft feflion, for re- 
ducing the intercft of annuities 
Feb. 25. Eleftor of Bavaria 

To replace finking fund, the deficiency 
of fait duties, one year Michaelmas 
1750 - - - - 

Ditto on additional ftamp-duties,Chrlft- 
mas 1749 

Ditto on licences on fpirituous liquors. 
Lady-day 1750 

Ditto on fweets, Michaelmas 1750 

Ditto on wines, Midfummer 1750 

Ditto on glafs and fpirituous liquors, 
Midfummer 1750 

Ditto on houfcs and windows, Michael- 
mas 1750 - - 

Ditto of fubfidy of poundage, Michael- 
mas 175b - - - 
Mar. 12. Charge of Nova Scotia 

Supporting and maintaining the faid 
colony . - - 



4i6,coo 
612,315 

3i3io 
62,567 



o a 

7 II 
o o 
o o 

2 6 



4»747 

236,420 

16,000 

290,302 

10,000 

140,257 

109,150 

1,699 



2,325*023 

30,000 

35,006 

6,461 

7,880 

12,534 

4*592 

30,422 
70,097 

42,559 
5M82 



15 10 

18 6f 

o o 

7 10 
o o 
o o 

8 8 

14 i 



7 II 
o o 



o 

I 

17 

2 
16 



o 

I 

I 

o£ 
9 



6 3 
14 8 



1-2 7f 



19 3i 
53*927 14 4 



Carried over 

3D 2 



4,642,853 7 9 
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Brought over 
Mar. 1 2. Extra expences of land forces, 
and other fcrviccs laft year, not pro- 
vided for - . - 
Deficiency on laft yearns grants 
Apr. 22. Difcharging feamens wages - 
African forts - • - 
Road between Carlifle and Newcaftle 



A. 1774. 



£' 


/. 


d. 


4,642,853 


7 


9 


47,9«4 14 


3 


<55.797 


8 


n| 


200,OCX3 








10,000 








3»ooo 









Total j^. 4>969>6j5 lo n| 



1751. 



25th GcOi IL 



Nov. 25. ip^ooo feamen, for 1752, at 
il months and 19 days being the 
alteration of the ftile - 
Nov. 28. 18,^57 land forces 
£)rdnance £br land fervicc 
Extra expence of ditto 
Forces in Plantations, &c» 
Dec. 3. Ordinary of the navy 
Greenwich hofpital 
Building, rebuilding and repair of fliips 
Jan. 16. Half pay officers 
Ditto widows as before 
Extra expences of Land forces laft year 
Reduced officers, &c. of Horfe Guards 

and Horfe, &c. 
Chelfea hofpital 
Eleftor of Bavaria 
Sinking fund, deficiency of ftamp duty,^ 

Chriftmas 1750 
Ditto on fpirituous liquors^ Lady-day 

1751 
Ditto on fweets, at Michaelmas 
Ditto on additional duties on win^, 

Michaelmas 1751 
Ditto on glafs and fpirituous liquors^ 

Midfummcr 1751 
Ditto on houfes and windows, Michael- 
mas 1751 
Deficiency of laft year's grants 



611,101 6 
119,156 4 

5>763 i« 
229>943 13 
277,718 16 

9,699 9 

100,000 o 

60,000 o 

3»i2S 13 
22,41:1 15 



B 
9 

9l 

5 

o 

o 

o 

I 

I 



4,5a2 16 6 

58,448 14 7 

20,000 o o 

«»997 8 3 

S.431 <5 4 

">737 »4 4f 

24,102 19 5 

52,969 I 7f 

61,066 7 io| 

S4»75» 5 Si 



Carried over 2,246,092 8 9I 



A. 1774. 



4> S B At £ & 



38> 



Brought over 
Jan. 16. Charges of Nova Scotia, 1751 
not provided for 

tttto, for 1752 
Jan. 21. Towards difcharging thenavydcbt 

To difchargc the annuities on the aft 
for the additional duty on velliun, 
purfuant to notice of 13th June 1751 

Georgia - - ^ 

Jan. 23. King of Poland 

Deficiency, at Chriftmas, on duties on 
fpirituous liquors 

Ditto at ditto, of additional duty on 
Wine ... 

Ditto at ditto, on glafs and (pirituous 
liquors ... 

Ditto at ditto of half fubfidy of Tonage 
and Poundage, by 6th of Anne, and 
6th of Geo. I. - - 

Jan. 28. African Settlements 

African Company, in compenfation of 
their charter, to be applied as follows, 
^iz.) to the creditors 84,652/. i2J. ^J. 
Commiffioners for ftating the claim, 
\%6g^L 3/. proprietors of African 
transferable ftock poflefled of the 
fame, 31ft Dec. 1748, 10 per. cent ^ 
23,688/. 15/. 5d. to ditto, proprie- 
tors pofieiTed of the fame fince that 
time, being 5 per. cent, 2,105/, '^' 3^- 

Road between Carlifle and Newcaftle 



,246,092 


s. 

8 


d. 

9i 


21,042 

40,450 

900,000 


19 




10 



400,000 
4»ooo 













17,119 


14 


4§ 


6,693 


17 


4 


24,968 


12 


lOi 


89,925 

19,000 


10 




7 




112,142 3 3 

3,cxx> o o 



Total £. 3,907>435 7 7 



1752. 26th Geo. IL 

Jan. 22. 10,000 feamen, for 1753 - 520,000 o o 

Ordinary of the navy - - 280,206 13 ix 

Greenwich Hofpital - - 1 0,000 o o 

Jan. 29. 18,857 land forces - 628,315 7 11 

Forces in Plantations, &c. - 236,420 18 6J 
Extra expence of land forces, &c. not 

prpvidcd for - -' - 26,689 13 8 



Carried over 1,701,632 14 0} 
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Brought over 
Jan. 29. Half-pay officers 
Ditto widows as before 
Officers, &c. of reduced Horfe Guards 
^ndHorfe . . - 

Chelfea hofpital 
Teb. I. Ordnance for land fervice 
Extra e'xpences of ditto 
Eleftor of Bavaria 
King of Poland *< 

Feb. 1 5. Captain John Vernon, infullfati<;- 
faftion of 40 acres of land in the 
ifland of Sheppey, in Kent, where the 
fort of Sheernefs ftands 
Feb. 20. Expences of Nova Scotia laftyear 
not provided for 
Ditto, for 1753 

Deficiency of additional ftamp-daties, 
Chriftmas 1751 
Feb. 20. Ditto on fpirituous liquors. 
Lady-day 1752 
Ditto on fweets, Michaelmas 1752 
Mar. 15. Weftminfter Bridge 

Cariyie road - - - 

Georgia - - - 

Building a fort at Annamaboo, and 
fettlements on the coaft of Africa X 6,000 o o 



£' 


s. 


d. 


1,701,632 


14 


oi 


58,000 





6 


3.036 








4,288 


5 


5 


58,270 


15 


S 


107,688 


9 


7 


8,817 


II 


8 


20,000 





6 


32,000 








2,214 


2 


i 


47,448 


5 


10 


47.»<57 


6 


6 


7,916 


19 


II 


749 


3 


3f 


9,846 


3 


3i 


2,000 








3,000 








2,632 









Total ;f. 


2,132,707 


17 


2| 


1753. 27th Geo. II. 








Nov. 22. 10,000 fcamcn for 1754 


520,000 





a 


Nov. 26. 18,857 land forces 


628,315 


7 


II 


Forces in the Plantations, &c. 


236,420 


18 


6i 


Ordnance for land fervice 


"8,347 


12 


4 


Extra expencc of ditto, not provided 








for . 


5,218 


4 


a 


Nov. 29. Ordinary of the navy 


278,747 


12 


9 


Greenwich hofpital 


10,000 








Dec. 18. Building and repair of ihips 


1-00,000 








Eleftor of Bavaria 


20,000 








King of Poland 


32,000 









Carried over 19949049 16 2 J 



A. 1774. 



DEBATES. 



^9( 



Brought over 
Dec. 20. To the mint, for 7 years/^r. ann. 
Jan. 2 A. Half-pay officers 
Ditto widows as before 
' Reduced officers of Horfe Guards and 
Horfe, &c. - • 

Chclfea hofpital 
Feb. 7. Extra expences of land forces not 
provided for - - - 

To finking fund, deficiency of duty 

on fweets, 10 Oft. 1753 
Ditto of half fubfidy of tonage, Jan. 5. 
Civil eftablifliment of Georgia^ from 

Michaelmas 17535 to 1754 
African forts and fettlements 
Carliile road 
Feb. 21- To difcharge Exchequer bills 
charged on the duty of fweets 
Charge of maintaining Nova Scotia laft 

year - • -. 

Ditto this year 
Weftminfter Bridge 
Bills drawn from America for fervices in 

Georgia, to Midfiunmer 1747 
Purchafing the Marihalfea prifon 
Rebuilding the fame 
Feb. 26. Bounty to 40 navy chaplains who 
had ferved for 5 years in the late 
war, and are not provided for 



1,949,049 16 ai 

15,000 o o 

55,000 o o 

2>944 o Q 

4,246 6 8 

S7>3S8 5 S 

31,900 II II 

6,792 15 o 

61,505 19 9 

2,632 o o 

10,000 o o 

6,000 o o 

499,600 o o 

11,392 6 9 

471054 15 3 

2,000 o o 

15^497 3 2 

10,500 o o 

7,800 o o 



1,642 10 o 



Total ;^. 


2i797j9i6 


10 


2 


1754. 28th Geo. 11. 








Nov. 25. ' 1 2,000 feamen, for 1 755 


624,000 








Nov. 28. 1 8,8c 7 land forces 
Forces in Plantations, &c. 


628,315 


7 


II 


236,420 


18 


H 


For 2 regiments of foot for North 








America •• 


40,3S«? 


^5 





Several officers on the expedition under 








General Braddock 


7*338 


2 


6 


Hofpital officers, for ditto 


1*779 


7 


6 


Ordinance for land forces •• 


119,316 


10 






Carried over 1^657,521 i 5^ 



39* 



PARLIAMENTARY 



Brought over 
Nov. 28. Extra cxpcnccs for ditto not pro- 
vided for - - - 
Dec. 3. Ordinary of the navy 

Greenwich Hofpital 
Dec. 16. Building and repair of fliips 
Jan. 20. Eledlor of Bavaria 
King of Poland 
Hair-pay ofBcers 
Ditto Widows as before 
Officers, &c. of Horfe Guards andHorfe 
Chdfea Hofpital 
Extra expences of land forces laft year, 

&c. not provided for 
Nova Scotia, for 1755 
Jan. 28. Georgia, from Midfummcr 1754, 

to Midfummer 1755 
Feb. 18. Towards difcharging the navy 
debt - - . 

Mar. 27. To augment the forces by fea 
and land .... 

Carlifle road 
Aw. 12. African forts and fettlements 
Building a fort at Annamaboo 
Thomas Stephens for difcovering his 
method to make pot-alh 



A. 1774. 



£' 


/. 


d. 


1,657,521 


I 


Si 


3^^250 


8 


8 


280,288 


14 


I ^ 


10,000 





0' 


100,000 








20,000 








32,000 








47,000 








2,562 








3>735 


9 


7 


59>79i 


12 


I 


60,254 


8 





40,418 


7 


3 


2,957 


10 





700,000 








1,000,000 








6,000 








10,000 








6,ocx) 









3,000 o o 



Total j^". 4,073,779 II 6§ 



^755^ 



29th Geo. II. 



Nov. 24. 50,000 feamen, including 1,138 

Marines for 1756 
Dec. 8. To the diftrefled people of Portu- 
gal, on account of the earthquake 

34,236 land forces - * 

Forces in the Plantation^, &c. 

Ordnance for land fervice 

Extra expcnce of ditto, not provided 
for _ • - 

Dec. 15. Subfidy to Ruffia - 

Ditto to Heffe Caffel 

Elcftor of Bavaria 



- 2,600,000 Q O 

100,000 o O 

930,603 6 9 

298^534 17 '^ 

iS2i43S S ^ 

146,721 IS ^ 

100,000 d o 

54,140 12 6 

10,000- o o 



Carriwlover 4*37^35 17 9§ 



A. 1774. 



D I B A T £ St 



393 



Brcmg^t over 
Dec. 1 8* Ordinary of the navy 

Building the hofpital for feamen at 

Hafler, near Gofport 
Greenwich hofpital * *• 

Chelfca hofpital - -^ 

Jan. 22. 10 New regiments of foot 
Feb* 3. To be diftributed in New Eng^ 
land. New York, and Jerfey, for 
their fervices 
Sir William Johnfon, for his fervic«s 
Feb. 10. Nova Scotia 

Charge of ditto not providedlbr in 1 754 

It Troops of light dragoons 

Extra expences of land forces, 8cc4 

laft year 
Officers, dec. of reduced Horfe Guards 
and Horfe .««.«. 

Half-pay officers * • 

Ditto widows as before 
Colony of Georgia, from Michaelmas 

1755 to Michaelmas 1756 

Royal American regiment of foot for 

1756 - . 
Deficiency of half fubiidies on poundage 

to 5 Jan. 1756 - 

John Roberts, late Governor of Cape- 
Coaft-Caflle in Africa, for his ex-* 
traordinary charge in defending the 
Britifh fettlements there againft the 
Dutch and French, in 1 750 - 

Feb. 1 2. James Tierney, of London, on be- 
half of fome Spanlfh merchants, re- 
fiding at Cadiz, for their e£feAs 
taken on board the Spanifh fhips 

Building and repairs of ffiips 

Towards difcharging of the navy debt 

Mar. 2. To the commiffioners of Weft- 

minfter Bridge for widening the 

ftreets from Charing-crofs to Weft- 

minfter-hall ... 

Apr. 8. Deficiency of laft year's grants 

Captain Cornwall's Monument in Weft- 
minfter Abbey . - - 



VoL.vn. 



Carried over 
3E 



4^372,435 17 9i 

219,021 3 o 

ao,ooo o o 

10,000 o o 

53s9S5 ip 6 

91,91.9 10 o 



IIj,O0O o o 

5,000 o o 

55,032 19 o 

687 2 7 

49,628 II 3 

75^835 7 3 

3i539 5 w 

38,000 o o 

2,484 o o 

3*557 10 o 

81,171 16 o 

71*181 ^ 3i 



<J,032 7 1 



13,869 7 lO 
200,000 o o 
300,000 o o 



io,ooo o o 

3,038 6 loi 

3,000 o o 

5i824i397 6 3? 



^r.r^:: 



394 
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f 



£. /. d. 

Brought over 5,824,397 6 jj 
Aprils. African forts and fettlements 10^00*0 o 6 

May 3. 6,544 Heffian foot, with general 

officers, and train of artillery in our 

pay, from the 23d of February to the 

24th of December, with the fubfidy 

by treaty - - ^^3^35 7 9 9 

Two regiments of foot, from Ireland to 

North America, and four ditto on 

the Iriih eftablifhment, ferving in 

North America and Eaft Indies for 

1756 . - - - 79>9i5 <5 o 

Foundling Hofpital - - 10,000 o o 

May 8. 8,605 Hanoverian foot, with ge- 
neral officers, train of artillery, and 

hofpital, from the i ith of May 1756 

to the 24th of December following 121,447 2 6 

May 13. Vote of credit - - 1,000,060 



o 



May 17. King of Pruffia - 2o,ood o o 



Total j^. 7,229,117 4 6| 



1 756. 30th Geo. II. 

Dec. 16. 55,000 feameti for 1757 2,860,000 o o 
D«c. 23. 49,749 land forces, including 

4,008 invalids - - Ij^ti 3,746 3 9 

Forces in Plantations, &c. - 423*963 16 10, 

Pay of general and ftafT officers - 47,060 15 10 
6,544 Heffian foot, with general and 

ftaff officers, and artillery, fix)m 25th 

Dec. 1756 to 24th Feb. 1757 - 23,335 17 ii 
8,605 Hanoverian foot, with general 

and ftaff officers, and artillery, and 

officers of the hofpital, fbr the above 

time - • . 33*025 I 6 

Jan. 17. Foundling Hofpital - 30,000 o o 

Ordinary of the navy - - 223,932 7 7 

Greenwich Hofpital - - 1 0,000 o a 

Purchafing land near Plymouth, and 

carrying on works of an- hofpital for . 

the fleet - - - 10,000 o o 



Carried over 4*875,064 3 5 



.1774* DEBATE 

L ^ ' 

Brought over 
Jaiu 1 7. Ordnance for land fervice 
Jan. 20. Extra expences of ordnance 
Feb. 10. Chelfea Hofpital 

Two Highland battalions for 1757 
Civil eftabliihment of Georgia, ^d in- 
cidental expences from Midfummer 
1 7 56 to Midfummer 1757 
Feb. 21. For an army of obfervation, and 
fulfilling engagements with Pruflja, 
and fupport of the conmion caufe 
Feb. 24. 6^44 Heflian foot, with general 
and ftaff officers, and artillery, from 
2sth Feb. 1757, to 26th April fol- 
lowing 
5,726 Hanoverian foot, with general 
and ftafF officers, and artillery, and 
officers of hofpital, 25th Feb. 1757, 
to 25th March following • 

March 7. Building ^nd repair of Ihips 
. Half-pay officers 
Ditto widows, as before 
^.educed officers, &c. of Horfe^-guards 

and Horfe . - - 

Four regiments of foot, Irifh cftablifh- 
ment, ferving in North America and 
the Eaft Indies, and augmenting 
Gen. OTarrel's regiment of foot 
March 10. To difchargc the like fuin 
raifed laft year 
Colony of Nova Scotia in the year 1757 
Ditto, in the year 1 75 5, not provided for 
Carlifleroad ^ - - 

Remainder of exceedings of ordnance 
for land fervice for 1756, not pro- 
vided for - .? ^ 
March 29. Towards difcharging the navy 
debt - ^ , 
lixpence of Hanoverian march in Ger^ 
many, both at th^ir cQming here and 
their return back 
April 4. Extra expences of land forces 
and other fervices, incurred lafl year, 
and not provided for - ^ 



4,«75,o64 

/i<5i,S57 
228,196 

30,000 

46,022 



Z9S 



3 5 
I 10 

4 7 
o o 

5 «> 



3fSSl 10 o 



200,000 o o 



2Z,9 59 10 zi 



9*494 3 9 

200,000 o o 

33,000 o o 

2,350 9 o 

3,321 16 3 



48,926 2 6 

700,000 o o 

28,789 5 I 

15,381 4 o 

3,000 o o 



47*869 2 4 

200,000 o o 

3.1,959 \5 6 

111*570 ;9 7i 



Carried over 
3Ea 



7,003,026 4 I 



3'9* 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1774. 



Brought over 
April 25. 6,544 Hcflian foot, with gene- 
ral and ftaff officers in our pay, from 
27th April 1757, to 27th May fol- 
lowing 
May 10 Charge of German pay for 6,600 
Heffian foot, with general and ftaff 
officers, and train of artillery, from 
28th May to 24th Dec. 1 757 

Ditto for 1400 horfe, with officers to 
the hofpital, from 27th April to 24th 
Dec. 1757 - - r 

Ditto for 700 Heffian horfe from 23d 
Aug. to Dec. 24 - -^ 

Ditto for 3,300 Heffian foot, general 
and ftaff officers, and artillery, from 
27th April to 24th Dec. 

Charge of remounting, and levy money 
for the above 700 horfe and 3,300 
foot, by treaty 

To make good the agreement with 
Heffe Caffel, by treaty 

Charge of an advanced fubfidy, at the 
rate of 150,000 crowns a year, to 
Hcfle Caffel, by treaty, from 6th 
Aug. 1 756 to 27th April 1 757, being 
the day the cavalry enters into the 
pay of Great Britain - r 

Remaining moiety of remount money 
for 1,400 horfe by treaty, payable 
27th April 1757, the fuppofed day 
when the cavahy took the field 
"May 19. Vote of credit 

Extraordinary expences of the war for 
the ufe and relief of North and South 
Carolina, and Virginia, for fervices 
and acting with vigour againft the 
enemy - - . 

To the Eaft-India Company, for a mi- 
litary force in lieu of a battalion 
withdrawn from their fettlemcnts 

African forts and fettlemehts r 

yndening the avenues from Charingr 
qx)ft ' T - - 



£. s. d. 

7,003,026 4 I 



11,667 18 ii| 

46,597 9 o 

25,078 o o 

6,119 9 6 

• 

27^273 14 o 

37,296 17 6 

60,766 I o 



26^007 5 6| 



13*475 o o 
1,000,000 p o 



50,000 o o 



20,000 o o 
io,ocx:) o Q 

2,500 p o* 



Carried over 8,339,807 19 7 



A* 1774* 



DEBATES; 



Brought over 
May 21. To purchafc houfes and ground 
for the above purpofe 
Half-pay to certain ftafF-officers of the 
late garrifon at Minorca (viz.) the 
Secretaries, Governor, Captain of 
the Forts, Lieut. Governor of Saint 
Philip, and Surgegn to the garrifon 
of ditto - - 






7 



iPjOOO o o 



517 



Tot^ /"• 8,350,3^15 I 3 



yn 



^isi^ 



31ft Geo. IL 



Dec. 8. 60,000 feamen for 1758 
Dec. 15. S^ylll ^^^^ forces 

General ftaff officers and officers of the 

hofpital 
Forces in the Plantations, &c. ^ 

Four regiments of foot on Irifli eftab- 
lifhment, fcrving in. North Am^ica 
and £aft Indies 
Dec. 20. Ordnance for land fervice 
Extra expence of ditto not provided for 
Iflued in purfuance of addrefs 
Jan. 23. On account of the critical cxi^ 
gency in concert with Pruffia 
Ordinary of the navy 
Building the hofpital at Haflar, near 

Gofport - - ., 

Ditto near Plymouth 
Greenwich Hofpital 
Jan. 31. Half-pay officers - ^ 

Ditto widows, as before 
Reduced officers of Horfe-guards and 
Horfe - - - 

Feb. 6. Building and repair of fliips 
Feb. 23. 2,102 Heffian horfe, 9,900 foot, 
with general and ftaff officers, hof- 
pital, and artillery, for 60 days, from 
Chriftmas 1757 to Feb. 22, 1758 



3,120,000 o o 

1*253,368 18 6 

37*45^ 3 4 

623,704 O 2 



43,968 4 % 

181,505 10 o 

210,301 17 3 

31,000 o o 

100,000 o 

224,421 5 8 

10,000 o o 

10,000 o o 

10,000 o o 

35,602 o o 

2,226 o o 

3,098 17 II 

200,000 o o 



38,360 19 lOj 



Carried over 6,135,009 16 10 J 



398 



PARLIAMENTARY 



A. 1774* 



Brought over 
March 7. Foundling hefpital, to be iflued 
without fee or reward, or any de- 
duction whatfoever 
March 13. Towards difcharging the navy 

debt - - - 

March 2 1 . Deficiency of laft year's grant 
2,120 Heffian horfe, 9,900 foot, &Cf 
from February 23 to April 23 
March 22. Chelfea hofpital 
April 6. To difcharge the like fum raifed 
laft year - ^ - 

Colony of Nova Scotia for 1 75 8 
Charges in ditto 1 756, not provided for 
Civil eftablifhment of Georgia from 
Midfummer 1757 to Midfummer 
1758 . - 

April 20. To make good engagements 
with PruiSa 
38,000 men of the troops of Hanover, 
Wolfenbuttle, Saxe Gotha, and 
Buckeburg, from Nqv. 28, 1757* to 
Dec. 24, I7ff8 
In fatisfaftion for defraying the charge 
of forage, bread waggons, artillery, 
&c. for the above men 
Extra expences of land forces and other 

fervices laft year not provided for 
Remainder of 2,120 horfe, and 9,900 
foot, &c. of Heffians, from Chrift- 
mas 1757 toChriftmas 1758 ^ 
Towards rebuilding London Bridge 
May 2- To pay and clothing of militia 
for 1758, and expences thereof in 
1757 
May 4. To carry on works at Milford 

harbour - . - 

Tunc I. To reimburfe the province of 
MaiTachufct's Bay for fiirnifliing pro- 
vifions and ftores in 1 75^5 
Ditto to Connefticut 
Repairing St. Margaret's Church, Weft- 
minfter - - - 

June 8. Vote of credit 



£. s. d. 
6,135,009 16 io| 



40,000 o o 

300,000 o o 

284,802 I o| 

38,360 19 lOi 

26,000 o o 

800,000 o o 

9,902 5 o 

6^626 9 9f 



3»SS7 10 o 

670,000 Q p 

463,084 6 XQ 

386,915 13 ^ 

145*454 ^5 Ol 



165,175 4 io| 
15,000 p o 



xoo,opo o o 

10,000 O Q 



27,380 19 "i 

13*73^ »7 7 

4,000 .0 o 

800,000 o o 



Carried over 10,445,007 p % 



A. 1774- 



DEBATES. 



Brought over 10,445,007 
June 10. Eaft-India Company to main- 
tain a military force in their fettle- 

ments - - - 20,000 

African forts and lettlements - 10,000 

June 16. To augment the judges falaries 1 1,450 



o 
o 
o 



d. 
I 



o 

o 
o 



Total £. 10,486,457 o I 



39^ 



1758. 



32d Geo. 11. 



Nov. 30. 60,000 fcamen for 1759, in- 
cluding 14,854 marines 
Dec. 7. 52,543 land forces 

General and ftaff officers, and officers 

of hofpital 
Forces in the Plantations, &c. 
Four regiments and one battalion, on 
Irifli eftablifhment, in North Ame- 
rica and Africa 
Dec. 12. Ordnance for land fervice 
Extra expence of ditto laft year, not 

provided for - 

Ordinary of the navy 
Greenwich hofpital 
Dec. 18. 38,000 troops of Hanova*, 
Wolfcnbuttle, Saxe Gotha, and 
Buckeburg, &c. from Chriftmas 1758 
toGhriftmas 1759 
2,T2oHeffian horie, and 9,900 foot, 
from Chriftmas 1758 to Lady-day 
1759 - - - , 

Forage, bread, artillery, &c. for the 
combined army under Prince Ferdi- 
nand - - 
Dec. 19. Towards difchargihg navy debt 
Jan. 22. Reduced officers of Horfe-guards 
and Horfe 
Half-pay officers 
Ditto widows, as before 



3,120,000 o o 

1,256,130 15 2 

52,484 I 8 

742,531 S 7 



40,879 13 9 

220,789 II 9 

323>987 n 3 

238,491 9 8 

10,000 o o 



398,697 17 2| 
59,646 I 8 



500,000 o o 

X, 000,000 o o 

2,958 19 7 

34>3^7 H 10 

2,128 o o 



Carried over 89003,093 5 \\ 



^oo PARLlAMENTART A.1774. 

£. s. i. 
Brought over 8,003,093 5 i J 
Jan. 29. To make good the engagemdnt 

with Pruffia - •- 670,000 o o 

Remamder of charge for 2,120 horfe, 
and 9,900 foot, of Hefflans, from 
Chriftmas 1758 to Chriftmas 1759 182,251 2 \\\ 

Additional corps of 920 horfe, 6,072 
foot, of Heliians, from Jan. i, 1759 
to 31ft Dec. following - 9'lyl^'^ i? I Of 

To the Landgrave of Hefle CafTel, to 
facilitate the means by which he may 
again fix his reiidcnce in his own 
dominions, and give frefli courage to 
his faithful fubjedls by his prefence, 
which is fo much wifhed for - 6o,06o o 6 

To difcharge the like fum by Aft of laft 

fcffions - - - 

Rebuilding and repairs of fhips 
Jan. 31. Chelfea Hoipital 
Feb. 6. London Bridge 
Feb. 8. Foundling Hoipital 
Feb. 22. Tranfport fervicc, and viftualling 

land-forces laft year 
Feb. 26. Nova Scotia, for 1759 
Ditto, in 1757, not provided for 
Ceorgia, from Midfummer 1758 to 

Midfummer 1759 - - 4>057 lO O 

March 19. Sinking fund to make good 
deficiency of additional ftamp-duty, 
&c. to 5th July 1758 - - 24,371 6 xif 

Ditto, deficiency of duty on glafs, &c. • 

to ditto - - - 8,881 II \o\ 

African forts and fettlements - iO,00O O o 

To Roger Long (Doftor Lowndes, 
aftronomical and geometrical profef- 
for in Cambridge) without account, 
to difcharge, in piufuancc of the will 
of Thomas Lowndes, Efq. (the in- 
ventor of a method for meliorating 
the brine fait of this kingdom) a 
mortgage upon an cftate devifed for 
the endowment of the faid profeffor- 
fliip . - - - 1,280 O O 

March 29. Pay and clothing of militia, 

from Chnft 1 758 to Lady-day 1 760 90,000 o o 

Carried over 10,901,470 17 9!! 



800,000 





d 


200,000 








26,000 








15,000 








20,000 








667,771 


19 


7 


95902 


5 





113278 


18 


S 
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401 



Brought over 

March 29. Foundh'ng Hofpital 

April 2. Extra expences of land-forces 
and other fervices incurred laft year, 
and not provided for 

April 10. Compenfation to proprietors for 
lands purchafed at and near Cha- 
tham, for better fecuring his Ma- 
jeft/s docks 
Ditto at Portfmouth 
Ditto at Plymouth 
Milford Haven 

April 12. Difcharging the debts upon the 
forfeited eftates of John Drummond, 
intitled Duke of Perth 

April 30. To the Eaft-India Company for 
a military force in their fettleinents 
Compenfation to the provinces in North 
America for levying, clothing, and 
pay of troops raifed by them, ac- 
cording as the aftive vigour and ftre- 
nuous efforts of the refpeftive pro- 
vinces fhall be thought by his Majefty 
to merit 

May 10. To John Mills, Efq. for the 
viAuallers in Southampton, and 
others in like circumflances, for the 
expences of the HefSans being fo 
long billetted upon them 

Mr. Harding's widow, balance of account 
for printing the Journals of the Houfe 
of Commons • - - 

May 15. Augmentations of falaries of the 
following judges (viz.) 500I. to each 
of the puifne judges of the King's 
Bench ; 500I. to each of the Com- 
mon Pleas ; i,oool. to Chief Baron 
of Exchequer ; 500L to each of the 
other Barons of ditto, everv year 
Ditto for Scotland (viz.) 3001. to Pr©. 
fident of the Court ofScifion; 3CX5L 
to Chief Baron of Excliequer ; and 
200I. to each of the other judges in 
the faid courts every year 



£. s. J. 
10,901,470 17 9JI 
30,000 o o 



466,785 10 51 



708 3 o 

^^937 13 7i 

25,159 17 6 

10,000 o o 



69,910 15 gi 
20,000 o o 



200,000 O Q 

2,500 o o 
778 16 6 



6,OQO o o 



VoL,Vn. 



Carried over 

3F 



4,200 o o 
li»744>4S» »4 8is 



402 PARLIAMENTARY A. i774- 

£. s. d. 
Brought over 11,744,451 14 S/j 
May 15- Augmentations of lalaries of 
judges for Cheflure and Wales (viz.) 
200I. to Chief Juftice of Chefhirej 
150I. to two Juftices of ditto, and 
150I. to each of the Juftices for the 
counties in Wales, every year - Jj35<> ^ ^ 

May 21. Intereft of principal fums psdd 
for purchafe of lands for fecuring the 
docks of Fortfmouth, Plymouth, and 
Chatham - - - I>7i6 x 7; 

Charges incurred in purfuance of an 
Aft of laft year for purchafe of the 
above lands - - - 2i443 3 i 

May 24. Vote of credit to defray extra 
cxpences of the war, and take fuch 
mcafures as the exigency of affairs 
. may require - - . 1,000,000 o o 

Total;f. I2,749j86o 19 4ft 



1759; 33d Geo. II. 

Nov. 22. 70,000 feamen, with 18,355 ma- 
rines, for 1 760 - - 3,640,000 Q . o 
Nov. 27. 57,294 land forces, including 
. thofe in Germany, and 4,010 in- 
valids - - - i>383,748 o 10 
Forces in Plantations, Gibraltar, Gua- 
deloupe, Africa, and in the Eaft In- 
dies, and provifions for the garrifons 
in Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, Gib- 
raltar, Providence, Cape Breton, 
Guadeloupe, Senegal and Goree 846,168x9 o 
4 Regiments on Irifh eftabliihment in 

North America - - 35>744 * 4 

General and ftafi'-officers, and of the 
hofpitals for land forces ^. - 54s454 i x 9 



Carried over 5,960,1x5 19 ii 



A 1774. 



DEBATE S. 



403 



Brought over 
Nov. 27. Charge of the embodied militia 
in South Britain ,and the fcncible 
men of Argylefhire, and Lord Su- 
therland's battalion of Highlanders 
m North Britain, from Chriftmas 

1 759 to 25th April 1 760 

Nov. 27. 38,750 troops of Hanover,Wol- 
fenbuttle, Saxe Gotha, and Bucke* 
burg, &c. from Chriftmas 1759 to 
Chrifhna? 1 760 
2120 Heffian horfc, and 9,900 foot, 
from Chriftmas 1759 to Chriftmas 

1760 - . - . 
Additional corps of 920 Heffian horfe, 

and 6,072 foot, from j Jan. 1760 to 
3 1 Dec. following 
Nov. 30. Ordinary oAhc navy 

Building th^ hofpital at Hafler for fea- 
men « .. • « 

Ditto near Plymouth 

Purchafing ground, for erefUng jetty 
head^ for careening wharfs, and ac- 
commodations neceflary for refitting 
the fleet at Hali£ix 

Greenwich Hofpital 

Office of Ordnance for land fcrvicc 

Extra expences of ditto laft year not 

provided for - - - 

Dec. 7. Towards difcharging the navy 

debt - - - - 

Tranfport fcrvice and viftualling land 
forces, from ift Jan. to 30th of Sept- 
1759 

Building and repairs of (hips 
Dec. 13. Half-pay officers widows 

Extra expeoces of land forces and other 
fervices, to 24th Nov. laft, not pro- 
vided for - - - 

To difcharge the fum raifed laft feffions 

Dec. 1 7. To make good engagements with 

Pruffia . - . 

"Carried over 
3F2 



£. s. d. 
5>96o,ii5 19 n 



102,006 4 8 

447>882 10 si 
268,874 16 8 



973850 4 10 

23^*629 5 I 

10,000 o o 

10,000 o o 



8,000 o o 

10,000 o o 

230,296 4 4 

28Q1563 16 It 

1,000,000 o o 

• 501,078 16 6 

' 200,000 o o 

2,042 o o 

9S3>3oa 15 5i 

1,000,000 o o 

670,000 o o 

10^984,642 o o 



40+ 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1774. 



Brought over 
Dec. I $• To take down and remove the 
gun-powder magazinei &c. near 
Greenwich in lient to fome more 
proper and lefs dangerous fituation 
Dec. 20. To Heffe Caflel purfuant to fe- 
parate article of treaty 
Foundling Hofpital 
Jan. 17. Prefent lupply for forage^ bread, 
&c. for the combined army under 
Prince Ferdinand 
Jan. 29. To widen and enlarge London 
Bridge - - - - 

Feb. 7. To finking fund, deficiency on 
the 5th of July laft of the duties vpon 
ofiicers penfions and houfes, by 3ifk 
of George II. - 
Ditto on poundage^ by 3 2d of Geo. II. 

to ditto - - 

Ditto on glafs and (jpirituous liquors, by 
19 Geo. II. to Jan. 5 - - 

Ditto on ftamp duty, wine and coals, 
to 5th Jan. 1759, by 30 Geo. II. 
Feb. II. Augmentation of 100 1 light ca^ 
valry of Hanoverians in our pay, from 
Chriftmas 1759 to Chriftmas 1760 
Ditto of 4 fquadrons of hunters and 
huflars of Heflians, for the fame time 
Ditto of 5 battalions and artillery for 
tlie King's army in Germany, for the 
fame time - - 

Feb. 12. Half-pay officers 

Reduced ofiicers of Horfe Guards and 
horfe - - - - 

Nova Scotia, for 1760 
Charges of ditto, in 1758, not pro- 
vided for - - • 
Georgia, from Midfummer 1759 to 
Midfummer 1 760 
Mar. 31. Compenfation to the provinces 
in North America, as laft year 
Eaft India Company for a military force 

in their fettlement 
CUelfca Hofpital - - - 



10,984,042 



o o 



i5,ocx> o a 



60,000 
5>ooo 

500,000 
15,000 



o o 
o o 



o o 
o o 



i24>736 7 if 
84,141 15 8 

8,752 6 ro 

7,651 9 Zl 



34i333 
20,776 



52,903 
35*651 

2,946 
11,785 

5*851 

4*057 

20,000 

20,000 
25,000 



8 o 

5 5 

19 2 

9 o 

o o 

6 10 

4 9 

10 o 

o o- 

o o 

o o 



Carried over I2|2i8|i29 9 6 



A. 17.74* 



DEBATES. 



4«> 



I2j2l8|l29 



6 



Brought over 
Mar. 31. Augmentation of forces fince 
the cftimate of guards and garri- 
fons, for 1 760, was prefented from 
their refpe£dng commencements to 
Chriftmas 1760 - - I34>I39 I? 

FoundUng Hofpital for children admit- 
ted, to 8 Feb. 1 760 - - 44>i57 10 
Apr. 28. Charge of embodied militia^ and 
the fencible men of Argylefliire, and 
Lord Sutherland's battalion of High- 
landers, from the commencement of 
their eflablifhment to Chriftmas 
1760 - - - - 260,104 16 
Clothing of embodied militia - 30,722 o 
New York, their expences in fumifiv- 
ing provifions and {lores to the 
troops, in 1756 - - 2,977 7 8 
Foundling Hofpital, for children ad- 
mitted, from 8 Feb. to 26 March 3^127 10 
African fettlements - - 10,000 o 
Apr. 29. 959 cavalry, and 1,454 infan- 
try of Bnmfwick troops in our pay 
by treaty ... 66,926 j 
Augmentation of Brunfwicfe troops - 23,843 5 
2 Additional fquadrons of Heffians, and 
2 companies of chafleurs, with aug- 
mentation of horfe dragoons and 
foot, to the Heffian troops in our 
pay, for 1760 - - loi>096 3 a 
Extra expences of land forces and other 
fervices incurred, from 24th Nov. 
1759, to 24th Dec. following - 420,120 I o 
May 6. Deficiency of grants laft year - 75*170 o 3 J 
Mr. Harding's widow, as a recompence 
for his pains and fervices in prepar- 
ing copies of the Journals, and ma- 
naging and diref^ing the printing 
thereof • • - 3,000 o o 
Jeremiah Dyfon, towards printing Jour- 
nals and Indexes - - 2,000 o o 
Pay and clothing of unembodied ml* 
litia, for the year ending Lady-day 
J 761 - - - - 80,000 o o 



8 
o 



o 
o 



II 



Carried over I3>475>6i4 12 6J 



^06 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1774. 

£. s. d. 

Brought over 13,475,614 iz 6J 
May 6. Ordnance to pay intcreft of 4 per 

cent, per ann. from 25th Aug. 1 759 to 

25th April laft, on 23,800/. 3/. i irf. 

not paid into the Exchequer as direft- 

cd by Aft, for purchafing lands at the 

docks, by reafon of doubts upon the 

execution of the faid Aft - 634 13 7 

May 10. Vote of credit for the war - 1,000,000 o o 
I Regiment of light dragoons, and i 

additional company to Col. Vaughan's 

corps, for 1760 - - 12,874 15 lo 

May 13. Extra charge of the mint, in 1 759 1 1,940 13 10 
To difcharge fo much of the forfeited 

eftates of John Drummond, taking 

upon himfelf the title of Lord John 

Drummond, as remain unfatisfied and 

not provided for - - 2,500 o o 



Total/. 15,503,564 15 9f 



1760* ift Geo. IIL 

Nov. 27. To his Majefty, during life, a 

clear yearly revenue, to commence 

from the late King's death, and to be 

charged and made payable out of the 

aggregate fund - - 800,000 o o 

70,000 feamen for 1 761, including 

18,355 marines - - 3,640,000 o o 

Nov. 29. 64,971 land forces, including 

4,008 invalids - - 1,576,985 10 7 

Forces in the Plantations, &c. - 843,756 12 9 

3 Regiments on Irifh cftablifhment, 

ferving in North America - 22,179 o o 

General and general ftaff-officers, and 

oflScers of the hofpital for land forces 72,896 14 2 
Embodied miPitia, Argylcfhire men, and 

I battalion of Highlanders - 140,358 19 4 

Clothing of embodied militia - 56,568 15 2 

Dec. 2. Ordnance for land fervice • 302,267 9 % 

Extra expence of ditto not provided for 426,449 4 9 



Carried over 7,881,462 6 11 



A. 1774- 
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Brought forward 
Dec. 9. Ordinary of the navy 

Completing the hofpital near Gofport 
Carrying on the hofpital near Ply- 
mouth 
Tranfport fervice, from I Oft. 1759 to 

Sept. 30, 1760 
Towards difcharge of the navy debt 
Building and repair of fhips 
Dec. 1 1 . Difcharging the fum raifed laft 
feffion upon the firft aids of this 
Widening London Bridge 
Dec. 15. Difcharging Exchequer bills 
made out before the nth of Dec. 

1760 - - - .. 
Dec. 16. 39,773 troops of Hanover, &c. 

from Chriftmas 1760 to Chriftmas 

1761 . - - - 
2,120 HefEan horfe, and 9,900 foot, 

from Chriftmas 1760 to Chriftmas 
1761 . . - - 

Additional corps of 1,576 Heffian 
horfe, and 8,808 foot, with officers, 
&c. from I Jan. 1761 

1,205 Brunfwick cavalry, and 2,208 
infantry, from Chriftmas 1760 to 
Chriftmas 1761 

Deficiency of charge of Bruniwick 

troops, to Chriftma^ 1760 
^Charge of 5 battalions, with artillery, 
ferving in Germany, fr6m Chriftmas 
1760 to Chriftmas 1761 

Extra expence of land forces and other 
fervices, to 9th Nov. 1760, not pro- 
vided for - - - 

Forage, bread, &c. and other expences 
and contingences of army under 
Prince Ferdinand 
Dec. 23. To make good engagements with 

Pruffia - - 

Jan. 15. To replace finking fund, the de- 
ficiency on the 5 th of July 1760, of 
feveral duties on malt 



7,881,462 6 II 

258,624 7 10 

7*130 o o 

10,000 o o 

479*035 19 2 

i>ooo,ooo o o 

200,000 o o 

1,000,000 o o 

15,000 o o 



1,232,000 o o 

463*874 19 li 

268,360 8 8 

147*071 S ^ 

57,798 16 o 

2,569 10 Q 

25,504 6 8 

1,167,903 12 6 

Ij000,000 o o 

670,000 o o 

49,424 p o 



Carried over I5*93S>7S9 '^ of 



40$ 
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Brought over 
Jan. 15. To replace finking fund, defi- 
ciency of duties on windows, by 3 1 ft 
George II. to ditto 
Ditto, deficiency on 5th Jan. 1760, 
of fubfidy on poundage, by 3 2d 
Geo. II. 
Jan. 20. Compenfation to the provinces 

in North America 
Eaft India Company, to maintain a force 
in their fettlements 
Half-pay oiEcers - - - 

Ditto widows as before 
Reduced ofiicers of Horfe Guards and 
Horfe • - . 

ChelfeaHofpital 

Nova Scotia - - - 

Georgia, from Midfummer 1760 to 
Midfummer 1761 
Jan. 22. Extra expences of land forces 
and other fervices, from 20th Nov» 
to Chriftmas following, not provided 
for - - . - 

Jan. 29. To pay off Exchequer bills made 
out fince the loth of Dec. laft 
To the Mint for 7 years /^r ann. 
Feb. 9. Foundling Hofpital 

Supporting the fort of Annamaboo, and 
other Britifh forts and fettlements in 
Africa - - - 

Feb. 17. For extra expences of bread, &c. 
fumifhcd by the Chancery at War of 
Hanover to the Heflian and Pruflian 
forces in Germany^ in 1757 and 
1758 - . 

Feb. 18. Difierenceofpayof Anftruthcr's 
regiment of foot, from Irifh to Bri- 
tifli eftablifhment, from Chriftmas 
1760 to Chriftmas 1761 ; and aug- 
mentations to the forces fince the 
cftimate for 1 761, was prefented from 
the commencement of that eftablifh- 
ment to Chriftmas 1761 



i5>935>7S9 



A. 1774.^ 
II oi 



72,011 6 II 



5>9<59 

200,000 

20,000 

34>854 
1,922 

2>973 
18,360 

I03S9S 



12 9J 

o o 

o o 

9 % 

o o 

19 % 

2 II 

12 9 



4>057 10 o 



993*844 4 4J 



268,000 
1 5,000 

441I97 



o o 

o o 

10 e 



13,000 o 



33M79 14 ij 



42,361 II ^ 



Carried* over i7>999>387 4 '* 



A. 1774. DEBATES* 

£. s. d. 

Brought over 17,999,387 4 11 
Feb. 18. Addition to 140,^58/. 19/. 4^/. 

already granted for the embodied 

militia, Argylefhire men, and Suther- 
land's Highlanders, from Chrift- 

mas 1760, to Chriftmas 1761 298,668 9 lO 

Feb. 1 9. Difchaf ging of debts, and wad- 

fett fums * fuftained on the forfeited 

eftates of Simon, late Lord Lovat, 

according to the decrees made in 

Scotknd, and by 25 Geo. II. - 3^,553 il i| 

Feb. 23. Deficiency of laft year's grants 89,510 12 11 
Pay of militia when unembodied, and 

clothing, from Lady-day laft, for 

one year - - - 70,000 o O 

Mar. 7. Vote of credit for the tvttf - 1,0CX>,000 O o 
For a feafonable fuccour, in money, 

to Heffe Caflel, by treaty - i20,ooo o o 

Total £. 19,616,119 19 9j 



409 



1761. ad Geo. IIL 

Nov. 2i. 70,000 feameti, for 1762, in- 
cluding 19,061 marines - - 3,^40,000 O O 
Nov. 26. 97^676 land forces, including 

4>oo8 invalids - - 1,629,320 18 t 

Forces in plantations, &c« - 873,78018 7 

Four regiments of foot on Irifh eftab- 

IKhsient in North America - ^3,^84 O 6 

Ordnance for land fervice - 343^754 i7 ii 

Augmentation to the forces of 9,370 

men from Chriftmas 1761, to Qiriu- 

masi762 - - * i<$3>7ii t^ 6 

Pay of general and general ftafi^ 

officers, and officers of hofpitals for 

landfcrvicc - - 72,896 14 2, 

Extra expence of ordnance for land 

fvrvice . - - 299,161 4 4 



Carried over 7,045,910 6 i 
* Nd&rly tte fame ai mort^gea or judgmoau in England* 

Vol. VII. 3 G 



410 



PARLIAMENTARY 



A. 1774^ 



Brought over 
Nov. 28. Ordinary of the navy 

Completing the chapel of the hofpi- 

tal near Gofport 
Completing works of the hofpital near 

Plymouth 
Building and repair of (hips 
Nov. 28. Towards difcharging the navy 

debt - - . - 

Dec. 7. Tranfport fervice between i Oft. 

1 760, and 30 Sept. 1 761 
To pay off Exchequer bills made out 

laft feffions, and charged upon the 

firft aids of this 
Dec. 10. 39>773 troops of Hanover, &c. 

as laft year, from Chriftmas 1761, 

to Chriftmas 1 762 
2,120 Heftian horfe, and 9,900 foot 

from Chriftmas 1 761, to Chriftmas 

1762 - - - 

Additional corps, of 1,576 Heffian 

horfe, and 8,800 foot, from i Jan. 

1 762, to 3 1 Dec. following 
1,444 Brunfwick cavalry, and 2,330 

infantry, from Chrifhnas 1761, to 

Chriftmas 1762, with the fubfidy 
Two battalions, with artillery, ferving in 

Germany, from Chriftmas 1 761, to 

Chriftmas 1 762 
Dec. 10. Embodied militia, Argylefhire 

men, and Sutherland's Highlanders, 

from Chriftmas 1761, to Chrifhnas 

1762 - - - 

Clothing of embodied militia 
To pay oflF the fum raifed lafl year, 

and charged upon the firft aids 
Forage, bread, &c. and other expences 

of the army under Prince Ferdinand 
Dec. 14. Extra expence of land forces, 

to Nov. 24, 1 761, not provided for 
Dec. 22. Reduced officers, &c. of Horfe 

Guards and horfe 
Half-pay ofiicers 



£. s. d. 

7,0455910 6 I 

272,226 9 I 

1,000 o o 

6,000 o o 

206,000 o o 

1,000,000 o o 

835*025 3 8 

1,500,000 o o 

465,638 16 2{ 

268,360 8 8 

147,071 s 2. 

68,008 9 I 

25,504 6 S 



443>952 10 >^ 

60,706 4 I 

1,000.000 o o 

1,000,000 o o 

i>3S3>662 4 1 

'^i9S'^ 13 4 

34>383 o o 



Carried over 1 5,696,0 18 1 6 1 1 1 



A. 1774. 



DEBATES. 



4n 



Brought over 
Dec. 22. Half-pay officers widows, as 
before - - - 

London Bridge 
Jan. 26. Compenfations to the Provinces 
in North America 
Eaft-India Company, for a force in 

their fettlements 
Chelfea hofpital 
Nova Scotia 
Jan. 26. Georgia 

Fort of Annamaboo, and fettlements in 

Africa - - - 

To finking fund, deficiency of duties 
on offices on 5th July, 1761, by 31 
Geo. 11. 
Ditto, deficiency on malt duty, by 33 
Geo. II. - - - 

Ditto, of additional duties on malt and 
ale, by i Geo. III. 
Jan. 28. Extra expences of land forces 
Feb. I. Foundling hofpital 
Mar. 23. Britilh Mufaeum 

Paving the ftrcets of Weftminfter 
Mar. 29. Pay of the militia, when un- 
embodied, and clothing 
To build a bridge over the Tweed, 
near Coldftream 
Apr. I . A reafonable futcour, in money, 
to Hefle Caflel, by treaty 
Deficiency of grants laft year 
May 13. Vote of credit for the war 
To Jeremiah Dyfon, towards his 
printing the Journals 



£. s d. 

15,696,018 16 ii| 

1,838 o o 

15,000 o 

133*333 ^ 8 

20,000 o o 

i3>749 10 5 
5,684 I 10 
4>o57 10 o 

13,000 o p 



52,393 i6 9j 

io,jf4o o o 

103,906 o o 

958,384 o lO 

41,752 10 o 

2,000 o o 

5,000 o o 

20,000 o o 

4,000 o o 

50,000 o o 

112,613 5 5j 

1,000,000 o o 

1,500 o o 



Total ;f. 18,299,153 18 i\\ 



1762, 



3d Geo. III. 



Dec. 2. 30,000 feamen, including 4,287 

marines, for 1763 - - 1,560,000 o o 



Carried over 1,560,000 o o 
3G2 



41A 



PARLIAMENTART 



A^ 1774- 



Brought ever 
Dec. 7. Extra expcnccs of laad forces, 
from 2C Dec. 1761, to 31 0&. 1762 
Feb. 3. Ordinary of the navy 

Completing the hofpita}, near Ply:- 
mouth - - - 

Greenwich hofpital t - 

To fati^fy all the Navy, Viftualling, and 
Tranfports bills payable in courfe, 
and m^de out before 31ft Dec. laft 
Feb. 14. To fatisfy all the Ordnance de- 
bentures, dated on or before 31ft 
Dec.laft, apd undifcharged 
Feb. 17. To pavmg the ftrccts of Weft-^ 
minfter , « - 

Feb. a4. To difcharge the like fum, raifed 
laft feffions upon the firft aids r 
3uilding and repair of ihips 
Feb. 28. Extra expence pf land foroet 
and other fervices, firom ift Nov, 
1 76a, to pth Feb. 1 763 - 1- 
March x. a, 120 Heffian horfe, and PipoQ 
foot, frpm Chriftmas 1762 to Lady^ 
day 1 763 - ,1 - 

Additional corps of 920 Heflian horie, 
and 6,072 foot, £rom ift Jan. 1763 to 
24th Nov. following 
656 HeiEan horfe, 2,736 foot, as aug- 
mentation to the troops, from 25 th 
Dec. 1762 to 24th Nov. 1763 
1,444 Brunfwick cavalry, 2,330 in- 
fantry, from 25th I>ec» 176^, to 
20th March 1 763 
Deficiency of pay to aug^ientation of 

Brunfwick troops voted laft feffions 
Ordnance for land fervice 
March 7. To pay off exchequer bills made 
out laft feffions - - i 

56,360 land forces for 121 days, from 
25th Dec. 1762 to 24th AP"l 1763, 
and for reducing their numbers 
Forces in the Plantations, &c. f^or the 
above time 



£. s. J, 

1,560,000 o o 

1,588,756 15 5 

380,661 3 II 

3,000 o o 

10,000 o o 



3>o75>3^6 ^ 3 
595>4^3 * 5 

5,000 Q O 

|,QOQ,POO O O 
IOO,QOO O O 

95 i,24p o 6 
85,158 14 8 
87,690 18 6^ 
45,420 16 6| 

49»3o8 ^ JA 

4,328 8 5 
2(54,329 o o 

,500,000 o o 

485,317 2 10 

278,893 n o 



Carried over 12,0x59,853 3 



754 



If 



A. 1774^ O E B 4 T P & 

£. s. i. 
Brought over 12,009,853 3 ^^ 
Tour regiments of foot in the Eaft- 

Indies, from Chriftmas \^6% to 

Chriftmas 1763 - - 7J>38l l(J 8 

Two regiments of horfe in Germanji 

and four regiments of £oot in North 

Americii, on Irifbeft^blifhment^ from 

Chriftmas 1 762 to 34th April 1763 16,438 7 o 
Pay of general and general ftaff-officers 

in Great ^itain - - 11,291 8 6| 

17,536 land forces, including 2,743 

invalids^ for Great Britain, Guernfey, 

and Jerfey, from April 5, I7l53# to 

24th Dec. following - 408,372 13 4 

Forces in the Plantations, &^p for the 

above time - - - 281,781 3 6 

March 10. Pay and clothing militia for 

one year, from 25th March 176^ 150,000 o a 

March 15. To complete the paym^t of 

220,000 L to Hefle Caflel by treaty 50,000 o o 
Deficiency of half fiibfidy of tonnage 

and poundage - - 49)55^ ^ ^ 

To finking fiind, the deficiency of du- 
ties on offices, &c. 31ft George IJ* 

to 5th July 1762 ^ - 48,?9i 1411 

To ditto of additional duty cm beer, by 

I George III. - ^ 

foundling Hofpital 
Expences of Nova Scotia in 1760 
Nova Scotia, for 1 763 
Georgia, from Midfummer 176^ to 

Midfummer 1763 
March 17. CompenfatioQ to the pro- 
vinces in America 
Peficicney of grants laft year 
African forts and fcttlements 
Half-pay officers 
Pitto widows, as before 
'Reduced officers of lapd-forces already 

difbapded, and fuch as are to be dif- 

banded - - - 88,704 3 4 

Reduced offijcers, &c. of tforfe-guards 

and horfe - - 2,91© i 8 

Carried over 13,458,920 15 \\\ 



4'^ 



26,710 








40,050 
4.589 

5»<574 




»3 
I 




10 


4. 136 








133.333 

7.«5» 
13,000 


6 

9 



8 
'1 




33.35' 
1.74* 


«7 



6 





4H 



PARLIAMENTARY 

Brought over 13*45 8>920 

To John Harrlfon, upon a proper dif- 

covcry (for thd ufe of the publick) 

of the principles of his inftrument for 

meafuring time at fea 

March 19. To his Majefty for the like 

fum iffued in purfuancc of addrefs 

Chelfea hofpital 



A. 1774. 

S. dm 



5,000 o o 



6,410 

51,708 



ID 0| 

13 4 



Total £. 13,522,040 18 6^4 J 



l/^Sr 



/}.th Geo. IIL 



Dec, 2. For 30,000 feamcn, at 4I. per 

man per month, for 13 months 
Feb. 3. For the ordinary of the navy, and 

half-pay - 

- Tov^^ards completing the hofpital near 

Plymouth - 

Upon account for feamcn who (hall not 

be provided for in Greenwich hofpital 

Feb. 24. For building and repairing of 

fhips for 1 763 ' - 

March i. For the charge of ordnance 
Dep. 7. For extra expences of land-forces 
and other fervices, from Dec. 1761 
to Oftober 1 762 
Feb. 8. For ditto from Nov. i, 1762, to 

Feb. 19, 1763 
March i. For 2,120 horfe and 0,900 foot 
the troops of Helle, and fubfidies 
For an additional corps of ditto 
Augraentation of ditto troops . - 
For 1,444 horfe, and 2,330 foot, the 

troops of Brunfwick, and fubiidies 
For deficiency in the fum voted laft 
fellion for ditto troops 
March 7. For guards, garrifons, &c. from 
• December 1 762 to April 1 763 
For ditto, from April 1763 to 24th De- 
cember following 



1,560,000 o d 

380,661 3 IX 

3,000 o o 

10,000 o o 

ico,ooo o o 

204,329 o o 

1,588,756 15 s 

951,249 o 6 

85,158 14 8 

87,690 18 6 

45,420 16 6 

49,308 I I 

4,328 8 5 

485,317 2 10 

4o8>372 ^3 4 

Carried over 5)963,592 15 7, 



A. 1774* DEBATES. 

Brought over 5,963,592 15 2 
Fof the forces in the Plantations, Gib- 
raltar, Guadaloupc, Martinico, and 
the Havanijah, from Dec. 1762 to 
April 1763 - - 278,893 II o 

For ditto in the Plantations, Minorca, 
and Gibraltar, from April 1763 to 
December following - - 281,781 3 6 

For general and ftaff officers in Great 

Britain for 1 763 - - 11,291 8 6 

For two regiments of horfe in Ger- 
many, and four regiments of foot in 
Worth America, on the Irifh eftab- 
lifhment - - '6,438 7 6 

For four regiments of foot in the Eaft 

Indies - • - 71,381 16 8 

March 10. For defraying the charge of 
pay, &c. of the militia for one year, 
beginning March 25, 1763 - 150,000 o o 

March 15. To complete the payment of 
22o,oooL to the Landgrave of HeiTe, 
purfuant to treaty - 50,000 o o 

March 1 7. For peniions to reduced offi- 
cers widows - - 1,742 o o 
To reduced officers of land forces and 

marines - - - 

For allowances to reduced Horfe-guards 
March 1 9, For out-penfioners of Chelfea 

Hofpital 
Feb, 1 7. For Weftminfter pavements, &c. 
Feb. 24. To difcharge fupply of credit of 

laft year - - - 

March 7. On account of naval exchequer 

bills iffiied laft year 
March 15. To the foundling Hofpital 
Nova Scotia in 1 760 
Civil eftabliihment for ditto for 1 763 
Ditto of Georgia, from June 24, 1762, 

to June 24, 1763 - - 4*136 o o 

March 17. To the provinces in North 

America " - - - '33»333 6 8 

To the Britifh forts and fettlements 

on the coaft of Africa - 13,000 o o 

To difbanded officers - - 88,704 3 4 

To Mr. Harrifon, relating to the longitude 5,000 o o 
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33>35^ 
2,910 


17 

I 


6 
8 


51,708 

5,000 


13 



4 



1,000,000 








1,500,000 
40,050 

4.589 






13 

I 






II 

10 



Carried over 9,712,568 11 6 



4i6 



tAKLtAUtUTAtit 



A. 1774. 



£9410 5 !• 

49,558 I 6 



£* s. i. 

Brought over 9,712,568 11 6 
March 19. For making good what has 
been iflued by his Majeft/s orders 
purfuant to addreiTes - - 

March 15. To make good deficiency of 
half fubfidies of tonnage and pound- 
age to Jan. 5, 1763 
To make good to the finking fond the 
deficiency of the duties on offices and 
penfions 
Ditto of .additional duties on beer and 
ale - - - 

March 17. To make good the deficiency 
of laft yearns grants * 

Total ^.958511300 10 10 




1764- 



5th Geo. IIL 



German extras « * 

Navy debt * -^ 

Army extraordinaries « ^ 

Deficiencies of land and malt ^ 

jDedommagement to the Landgrave of 

Heflc - • 

Deficiency of funds to be replaced to thd 

finking fond 
Deficiency of grants for the year 1 763 
Advanced in confequence of addrefles 
Peace eftablifhment for the navy 
Peace eftablifhment of the army 
Of which the forces, ordnance, and ftaff 

in America, are - - 

Thehalf-payliftis 
Chelfea Hofpital, &c. 
Government of Nova Scotia 
Ditto Weft Florida 

Ditto Eaft Florida . . . 

Ditto Georgia * - - 

Militia • • . 

African forts ... 



500,006 6 6 

650,000 o •. 

987*434 H * 

300,000 o o 

5O1OOO o o 

H7>593 i8 o 

129,489 o 6 

7,350 6 O 

i>443>S68 II 9 

1*5091313 M o 



^95*833 
158,250 

122,125 

5>7o3 
5,700 

5,700 

4>03» 
80,000 

20,000 



o a 

o 6 

o o 

14 o 

o o 

o o 

8 o 

o o 

o o 



Carried over 6,4221093 i j 



«774- 



D E B A T £ & 



Brott^t over 
Foundling Hofpital 
Princcfs of Brunfwick's fortune 
Subfidy to Court of Brunfwick - 

Britifb Mufeom 

Mr. Blake - * ^ 

General furvey of America 
Paving the ftreets ** «• 



Total £ 
Epii^ne of tie njJholi State of the Supply. 



Debt paid 
Exchequer Bills 
Eftabli&ment for the navy 
Ditto^ army 
Mifcellaneous articles 



. ^- ^• 


d. 


6,422,093 19 


9 


39,000 





80,000 





43,901 





2,000 





2,500 





1,818 





* 5,000 





'• 7,8m,io2 19 


3 


Supply. 




2,771,867 13 


6 


1,800,000 





i*443>5^8 " 


9 


^^509*3 13 14 


6 


205,352 






417 



Total £. 7,820,162 19 3 



1765. 



6th Geo. IIL 



Jan. 22. For maintaining 1 6,000 men foi* 

fea fervice, including 4,287 marines 

Jan. 28. For the ordinary of the navy 

and half-pay 

For out-peniioners df Greenwich Hof^ 

pital 
For buildings and repairs of fhips fof 
1765 - - 

March 12- For difcharging navy, vi^al* 

ling, and tranfport bUls 
April 2. To thirty chaplains of the navy 
at 2s. 6d. and thkty at 2s. per day, 
for 1765 
Jan. 24. For ordnance land fervice 
For ditto not provided for 
For 17,421 men for land fervice 
For forces in the Plantations, &c. 
For defraying the charge of difference 
of pay between the Britifli and Irifli 
cftablifhment of five regiments of 
foot ferving at Gibraltar, &c. 



832,000. o o 

407,734 II 3 

5,000 o # 

200,Qp0 O O 

1,500,000 o o 



1,231 17 6 

1 741673 15 10 

55,519 10 7 

608,130 10 7 

387,502 3 III 



Vol. Vn. 



Carried over 

3H 



<5>34<5 3 5 
4,178,138 13 Ji 



4i8 



PARlIAMENTAaT 



A. iVTJh 



£■ 



Brotr^t over 4,178,138 13 
1 1,291 % 



For general and ftaff officers 

For fubfidies to the Duke of Bnmfwick 

For Chclfea penfioners for 1765 

For peafions to reduced ofiSicers widows 

For reduced officers of land-forces and 

marines for 1 765 
For allowances toreduced Horfe-guards, 
&c. - 

Feb. 5. For extra fcrvides between Dec. 

24, 1763, and Dec. 25, 1764 
March 19. For defraying the charge of 
pay and clothing the militia for one 
year, beginning March 25, 1 765 
March 26. To the Landgrave of Hefle 

Caflel, purfuant to treaty 
April 2. Towards difcharging unfatisfied 
claims and demands for expences in 
Germany during the late war 
Out of the monies remaining to be ap- 
plied ef the exccedings of feveral fums 
provided for fundry ia*vices 
April 20. For defraying tlie charge of 
three independent companies of foot 
to be raifed for the coaft of Africa 
March 18. For paying off and dii^ 
charging exchequer bills made out by 
virtue of an AAof lad feffion 
Towards finifhing London Bridge 
March 26. For Nova Scotia for 1 765 
For ditto in 1750, 1751, 1752, 1762, 

and 1763, not provided for 
• For Geor|[ia 
For Eaft Florida 
For Weft Florida 
For expences attending general furveys 

in North America 
Towards building a lazaret 
March 28. For paying off one-fourth part 
of the capital ftock of annuities in re- 
fpeA of certain navy, vi^hialiing, and 
tranfport bills, and ordnance deben* 
turcs - - 

April 2. To the Foundling Hofpital 



10,343 16 
109,107 18 
t|664 o 



JL 
If 

4 
o 



135,606 la 6 

2,361 14 a 

404^496 7 ^ 



80,000 6 o 
50,000 o # 



248,259 17 4{ 



251,740 a 7i 



6,4^1 17 4J 



800,000 
7,000 
4*911 

7,000 
3,966 

5,200 
5>20O 

i,6of 

5,000 



870,888 
38,000 



o 
o 

14 



o 

o 

II 



o o 

o o 

o o 

o o 



14 

o 



o 
o 



si 

o 



Carried over 7,238,327 2 8| 



A,i774* D E II A T 1 & . ^^^ 

£• X. rf. 

Blwughiitovcr 7,238,327 2 8J 
AprQ 20. To the African forts and fct- 

tlemeitts - - * I3,cx)0 o o 

Tor buildijbg ^ blockhoufe at Cape AjK>- 

Ionia on the coaft of Africa - 7,ooo< O o 

For defraying the charges of ai civil 

eftablifhment on the coaft of Africa 5^500 o 

May 7. To make good money iflucd pur- 

fuant to addrefles - - 2>400 o o 

To the iiland of Barbadoes, as a com- 

penfation for their afliftance in the 

expedition againft Martinico <- IO,000 O O 

March i9« To make good on July 5^ 

1 764, deficiencies di duties on offices 

and penfions^ and oa Koufes^ win« 

dopr^ orli^ts . - 48,179 i ii| 

To ditto on OA. io» 17^4, of addi« 

tional duties on wines imported^ and 

certain duties on cyder and perry 49>742 X 2| 

To make good the like fum ifltied for 

P^T^S 4 P^ ^^^^* annuities ended 

Sept. 29, 1764, in refpe^bof navy) 

viAualling, and tranfport bills, and 

ordnance debentures - I39>34^ "^ 4 

March 26. To make good deficiency of 

laft grants - . - 249,660 4 10 

Total £. 7^163,090 13 o{ 



1766. 7th Geo. III. 

Jan. 27. For 16,000 men for fea fervice, 

including 4,287 marines - 832,000 o O 
Feb. 1 8. For the pr4inary of the navy, 

and half-pay * ^ 41^*983 6 3 

For buildings and repairs of fhips Ji77>30Q o o 
April 10. Towards paying off the debt of 

the navy - « » 1,200,000 o o 

Feb. 15. For ordnance land fervice 180,445 19 j 

For (UttOi i^ot provided for ^ 35>o6i 6 2 

Camcdovcr 2>937»79o " * 
3«» 



420 PARLIAMENTARY A, i774.- 

£. /. d. 
Brought over 2,937,790 11 8 
Feb. 15. For 17,306 men, guards, &c. 

including 2513 invalids - 605,608 19 9 

For general and general ftaff officers ^h'^9^ ^ ^1 

For forces in the 

Plantations, &c. 392,183 6 $\ 
To be applied in ' 

the reduftion of 

ditto, out of fav- 

ings remaining 

of grants of laft 

feffion, for 3 in-* 

dependent com- 
panies of foot on 

the coaft of Africa 2,321 14 lof 

' 389*861 II 1\ 

For the difference of pay between Bri- 

tifh and Irifh eftablifhment of two 

troops of light dragoons, and fix re» 

giments of foot ferving in the Ifle of 

Man, &c. &c. - - 7,993 11 4 

For penfions to reduced officers widows I1614 o Q 

For reduced officers of land forces and 

marines - - - 138,674 O O 

For defraying the charge of full pay to 

officers reduced with the tenth com- 
pany of feveral battalions reduced 

from ten to nine companies, and who 

remained on half-pay Dec. 24, 1765, S>7i8 6 8 

For Chelfea penfioners - 1 09*875 16 8 

March 13, For extra 

expences of land- 
forces, &c. to 24 

Jan. 1766, not 

provided for 404,310 16 6 J 

To be applied in re- . V 

duftion of ditto, 

out of favings a- 

rifing from the 

pay of land-forces 74>777 14 o 

— 3291533 ^ H 

March 18. To pay and clothing of the 

militia r •? 150,006-0 .0 



Carried over 4,787,060 8 gjr 



^I774f DEBATES. 

£• s. d. 
Brought over 4,7^7,960 8 9J 
Msffch 27. To difcharge unfatisfied claims 
and demands for expencps in Ger- 
many during the late war . - io(J,o43 13 8{ 
To the Landgrave of Hcflc C^el, tQ 
complete th? payment of 150,000 !• 
ftipulated by treaty - - 50,000 o O 
Feb. 15. To the Truftees qf the Britiih 

Mufeum . ^ ^ 2,OQO o 

liifarch 13. For paying bank exchequer 
bills made out by virtue of A& of 
4 Geo. in. - - 1,000,000 o o 

For paying exchequer bills ifliied pur- 

fuant to AG of iaft feiSon, - 800,000 o o 

For Nova Scotia - - 4,86$ 3 5 

For fupdry expences for ditto in 1 750, 
1751, 1752, 1762, and I76jr not 
provided for - - - 8,008 12 7 

For Georgia - - ^ 3^986 o o 

For Eaft Florida • • ^ 5*250 o o 

For Weft Florida - .. 5i300 o o 

For expences attending general furveys 

in North Ameriqi - - 1,784 4 o . 

For Senegambia - - - S>S50 o o 

March 24. For maintaining and fupport- 
ing the Britifh forts, &Cf on the coaft 
of Africa - - 13,000 o O 

March 2 7. To the Found- 
ling Hofpital - 33,892 10 o 
To be applied in reduc- 
tion of ditto, the 
faving on the votes 
pflaftye^ - 1,167 10 o ' 

; 32,725 o o 

April 10. For paying off one third part 
of annuities granted in rcfjpeft of 
navy^ vidhialling bills, &c. - 870,888 5 5I 

M^ch 13. To replace the like fum iflued 
for n^aking good the deficiency on the 
5th oJF July, 1765, of duties on of- 
fices, penfions, houfes, and windows, 45,561 7 lof 

Carried over 7,742,923 15 9^ 



4ar 



422 P A R L I A MEU T A R T A. 1774^ 

£• /. d. 

Brought over 7,742,923 ^5 9 J 
To ditto for paying 4 per cent annuities: 

for the year ending aptk Sept. 1765, 

granted in refpeft of navy, viftuai- 

Ung, and tranfport bills^ and ord- 
nance debentures - Jf39,342 2. 4 
To ditto, for paying the charges of ma- 
nagement of the faid annuities for two 

years an4 an half, du^ 29th Sept. 

1765 - . - 4,898 14 5^ 

To ditto for making good the deficiency 

on the loth of Oa. 1765, of addi-r 

tional duties on wines, .cyder, and 

perry ^ - - 29,211 t1 (J 

Mardi 18. To ditto, to difcharge for one 

quarter, from a9th of Sept. 1765, 

the annuities attending fuck part of 

t&e jomt ftock, cftablilhcd by Aft 

3 Geo. lit in refpeft of feveral navy, 

vifhxalling, and tranfport bills, and 

ordnance debentures, as were re^ 

deemed purfuant to Aft of laftfcffion 8,708 1-7 7| 

April 26. To make good the deficiency 

Dflaft.year's grants - 292,828 o 4|^ 

Total jf. 8,117,914 3 5I 



1767. 8th Geo. III. 

Jan. 25. For maintaining 16,000 men for 

fea fervice, including 4287 marines 832,000 o o 
Jsm. 29* For the ordinary of the n^vy 

and half-pay ... 409,177 4 8 

Feb. 10. ForbuUdlngandrepahsoffhips 

for 1767 ... 298,144 o o 

For purchaling hemp to replenifh the 
magazines ... 30,000 o o 

Apr* 13. To pay off the remamder of 

navy annuities - - i,74i,77<$ 10 11 

For paying off the navy debt - 300,000 o o 

Jan. 27. For ordnance land fervice 169,600 o 2 

For ditto, not provided for, 1766 51,190 6 6 

Carried over 3,471,887 15 9 



A.J774* 



DEBATES. 



4t| 



Broiigkt oyer 
Jan. 27. For 16,754 men for land fervkc 
For general and ftaff Officers ^ 

For forces in the Plantations, &c. 
For defirmyi^g the charge of di£S»rence 
of pay between the Britifli and Iriih 
eftabliihment of fix regiments q£ foot^ 
fervingin the Ifle of Man^ Gibrakar, 
&c . - . 

For penfions to reduced officers widonrs 
For reduced officers of )and forces and 
marines - - - 

Forallowancestoreduced Horfe Guards, 
&c« - - • 

For defra3ring the diarge of fidl pay 
for 1767, to officers reduced with 
tbe tentb company, and who re» 
mained on half-pay on 24 Dec. 1 76$ 
Feb. 19. Extraordinary^ fervices not pro- 
vided for 
For Chelsea penfioners 
Feb. I. For paying of eichcquer bills 
made out by virtue of the A& of laft 
feffion - - - 

To make gdod money iffiied purfuant 
to addreflcs - . *. 

Mar. 29. For Nova Scotia for 1767 
For ditto in 1760, not provided for 
For Georgia - *• 

For Eaft Florida 
For Weft Rorida - 

For expence attending general fiirveys 
in North America » - - 

For Senegambia 
Mar. 24. For the marriage porti6n of the 

Queen of DenmsHrk 
Mar. 31. Towards making a more comF*- 
modlous paffiige to the Houfe of 
Commons 
For malntaxnteg the Afiican forts and 
fettlements " " 7 

Ap. 9. To make fatisfaftion to Dr. Swin- 
tonfor damage done him in the time 
of the rebellion 



3,471,887 ij 9 

593,98'tf IS 7 

12,203 18 6J 

405,607 2 m 



7,201 f4 7 

1,536 o b 

t3S>«99 8 4 

2^103 XI 8 

sfin 3 4 

3i5>9i7 16 5 

106,083 2 6 

ifiOOfiOQ O O 

12,951 2 5t 

4,866 3 s 

691 % o 

3^86 o o 

4»7So o o 

4>^oo o o 

1,601 14 o 

40^000 o o 

2,000 o o 

13,000 o o 

700 o o 



Carried over 6,952,356 17 3^ 



424 



PARLIAMENTARY 



A. 1774* 



Brought over 
Ap. 13, For paying off one fourth part of 
wine annuities, eftablifhed by Aft 
3 Geo. in. ^ - 

May 5. To the Foundling Hofpital 

More for apprenticing children 
June 1 5. Towards fatisfying expences in- 
curred on account of Senegal after 
29 OA: 1 765 
Towards better enabling his Majefly to 
defray contingent expences of the 
forces in North America 
Ap. 9. To replace to Sinking fund the 
like fum ifliied for paying 4 per, cent. 
Annuities, ended 29 Sept. 1 766, in 
refpeft of navy, vifhialling, and 
tranfport bills, &c. 
To ditto, for paying the charges of " 
management of the faid annuities, 
for one year, 29 Sept. 1766 
To ditto, to difcharge from 29 Sept. 
1766 to 25 Dec. following, the an- 
nuities attending fuch part of the 
joint ftock as was redeemed pur- 
fuant to Aft of laft feffion 
To ditto, to make good deficiency on 
5 July 1766 of duties on offices and 
peniions, &c. 
To ditto for making good the deficiency 
on 10 Oft. 1796, of additional duties 
on wines, cyder and perry 
Ap. 13* To make good deficiency of laft 
grants - - - 

Alio, The pay and clothing of the mili- 
tia for 1 767, charged on the land tax, 
eftimated at - 

Deficiencies land tax and malt in 1765 
eftimated at * - 



£• s. d. 



875,000 o o 

28,000 o o 

1,500 o o 



1,500 o 

2,000 O Q 

104,506 II 10 

1,592 I 9{ 

8,708 17 7i 

49*660 9 2| 

12,758 n 7 

129,144 a 8 

80,000 o o 

300,000 o o 



Total £. 8,908,728 o 61 



1768. 



A»i774* 



11 £ li A T 2 #. 



4^^ 



1768. 



9th Gco^ IIL 



Dec. 3. 16,000 feamen, including 4,287 

marines, at 4/. per month 
Dec. 8. Ordinary of navy, including 
half-pay - i - 

17,253 land forces - 

Forces and garrifons abroad 

DifFerence between Britiih and Irifh 
pay for 6 regiments - - 

Staff • . - 

Ordnance 

Extra expence of ordnance laft year 

YoMV per cents, paid off 

Navy repairs - • - 

Britifh Mufeum 
Jan. 26. Widows penfions 

Reduced officers 

Allowance to Horfe Guards 

Chelfea penfioners 

Extraordinaries of army 
Jan. 28. Nova Scotia 

Georgia •« * - 

Eaft Rorida - 

Weft Florida 

American furveys 

Senegambia - - • 

Feb. I. Exchequer bills - 

Feb. 4. To replace the fame fum takeq 
from the finking fund 

Deficiency of finking fund 

Forts in Africa - - - 

Foundling Hofpital - ^ 

Feb. 8. Addreffes - * - 

Navy and vi£hialling bills 

Borrowed from finking fund 

Annuities ■* - - 



£' '. 


d. 


832^000 0* 


7 


416,403 


II 


606^221 12 


10 


396,590 4 


6 


7,226 17 


2 


12,237 7 


3 


159,328 II 


6 


68,944 12 


II 


875,000 





«77j954 


a 


2000 





1,536 


6 


132,431 





i>7i5 »3 





108,949 17 


9 


199^988 4 


z 


3*895 i 


II . 


3,986 


6 


4,750 





4,400 





2,036 14 





5i550 





1,800,000 





59,322 16 


10 


53>48o 17 


8 


13,000 





31,000 





10,500 





88,435 19 


6 


8,750 





1,750,000 






Toul ;^. 8,335,746 n 2 



Vol. VII. 



1769. 



426 



PARLIAMENTARY 



A. 1774. 



1769. loth Geo. III. 










£■ 


/. 


d. 


Nov. 21. 16,000 feamcn, including 4,287 








marines at -4/. per month 


832,000 








Nov. 28. 17,142 land forces - • - 


602,673 


15 


7 


Forces and garrifons abroad 


397>835 


18 


7 


Difference between Britifh and Irifli 








pay for 5 regiments and 4 companies 


4,661 


12 


7 


Staff . . . - 


12,203 


II 


6 


Officers reduced 


4*7<53 


5 





Dec. 5. Ordinary of navy 


410,255 


8 


I 


Navy repairs - - - 


282,413 








Ordnance - - - 


I77»947 


18 





Extra of ordnance laft year 


43>8i2 


19 





Feb. 6. Widows penfions 


1,480 








Reduced officers 


127,020 








Superannuated Horfe Guards 


i>33i 








Chelfea penfionprs 


107,394 


15 


10 


Feb. 21. Nova Scotia 


4i375 


n 


II 


Georgia - - 


3>o86 








Eaft Florida . . - 


4*750 








Weft Florida - - 


4,800 








American furveys 


1*785 


4 





Senegambia - - - 


5>55o 








To pay exchequer bills 


1,800,000 








Feb. 23. To Mr. Dingley for damage of 








his faw-mill - - - 


2,000 








Mar. 2. Arrears of King's civil lift 


S^3>S^^ 








Mar. 7. To eredl a powder-mill at Portf- 








mouth - - 


4,000 








Mar. 14. Army extraordinaries 


2381557 


2 


2 


To replace the like fum borrowed of 








Sinking fund - - - 


66,462 


I 


10 


Apr. 10. Foundling Hofpital 


28,789 


6 





Addreffes - - - 


16,500 








Building a more commodious p^age to 








the Houfe of Commons 


3fOOO 








Towards paying navy debts 


400,000 








Deficiency of grants laft year 


186,043, 


I 


7 


Repairs of African forts 


2,000 








Apr. 1 1 . Benefit prizes in the lottery 


600,000 








Feb. 1 2. To the Levant Company 


5,000 








Feb. 20. For a road in North Wales 


2,000 









Carried over 6,907,003 4 10 



A. 1774. 



DEBATES* 



427 



• £. s. i. 

Brought over 6,907,003 4 10 
May I. To encourage the making of falt- 

petre - - i 2,000 o o 



Total^. 


6,909,003 4 


10 


1770. nth Geo. 


III. 






Jan. 25. 1 7,666 land forces 


. 


624,992 


2 


Garrifons abroad 


- 


3831^8 I 


II 


Difference between Britifh and 


Irilh 






pay for 5 battalions and 4 companies 


4^533 12 


8 


Staff . - . 


• 


12,203 18 


6 


Officers reduced 


- 


4,513 i^ 


8 


The fame 


- 


123,233 2 


6 


Widows penfions 


• 


664 





Allowance to Horfe Guards 


. 


1,289 I 


3 


Ordnance 


• 


166,984 II 


5 


Ordnance laft year 


- 


40,933 10 


8 


Feb. 2. 16,000 feamen 


- 


832,000 





Feb. 6. Ordinary of navy 


- 


406,380 13 


II 


Building and repairs of fliips 


- 


283,687 





Feb. 15. Army extraordinaries 


- 


235,264 10 


9 


Chelfea penfioners 


- 


112,423 .4 


7 


Feb. 22. Weft Florida 


- 


4,800 





Eaft Florida 




4,750 





Georgia 


- 


3,086 





Nova Scotia 


- 


4,239. 


5 


American furveys 


- 


1,885 4 





Mar. 12. Senegambia 


- 


5>55o 





To pay Exchequer bills 


- 1 


[,800,000 





Mar. 13. Forts in Africa 


- 


13,000 





Mar. 19. Repairing the Mole at Barba- 






does 


- 


5,000 





Mar. 29. Addreffes 


- 


13,100 





Britifh Mufeum 


- 


2,000 





Paffage to Houfe of Commons 


- 


2,000 





Apr. 10. Debts and claims on forfeited 






eftates 


. 


72,000 





Replaced to the finking fund 


- 


46,463 7 


5 


Carried 


over 5 


,260,237 9 


7 


■ 3l» 









4^8 



PARLIAMENTARY 



Brought over 
Apr. 12. Arrears to Landgrave of Heile 

To Levant Compan;^ 

Foundling Hofpital r 

To pay otF 3 per cent, annuities r 

Benefit prizes in lottery 
May 3. Roads in Scotland - t 

Towards paying navy debt 
May 8. To F. Dalby for lofs of his fhip 

Compenfation to inhabitants of Hants, 
for lofles by cattle 
May 1 1. Printing Journals 

index to Journals - -7 

Printing Records, &c. > 



A* I774t 



& 


/. 


d. 


5,260,235 


9 


7 


45^565 


12 





5,OOQ 








13,150 








1,500,000 








500,000 


o 





6,998 


10 


2 


100,000 








6,195 


8 


II 


796 


7 


6 


600 








5op 








6,000 









Total ^.' 


7>4SS>042 8 


a 


1771 • lath Geo. 


III. 






Nov. 29. 40,000 {eamen and marines 


2,080,000 





Dec. 6. Ordinary of navy 


- 


378^75^ 18 


7 


Building and repairs of navy 


- 


423*747 


p 


Dec. 10. 23,432 land forces 


- 


720,629 12 


3 


Guards and garrifons - . 


. 


479,170 X 


II 


Difference between fingllfh and 


Irilh 






pay for 5 battalions and 4 companies 


4iS33 la 


8 


Dec. 12. Ordnance 


- 


259,074 16 


11 


Ordnance laft year 


- 


35*443 


7 


Jan. 28. Repairing Weftminfter Bridge 


2,000 





Feb. 2. Staff 


« 


11,291 8 


6 


Widows pcnfions 


- 


664 





Reduced officers 




117,858 10 





Allowance to Horfe Guards 


• 


1,277 15 


s 


Full pay to officers reduced 


• 


21692 II 


8 


Feb. 12. Nova Scotia 


- 


5,796 10 


5 


Georgia 


- 


3,086 





Eaft Florida 


. 


4>350 





Weft Florida 


^ 


6,100 





American furveys 


^ 


1,885 4 





Mar. I. Army extraordinarics 


- 


359*927 


7 


Chclfea penfioners 


- 


112,005 P 





Mar. 7. To pay exchequer bills 


- 


1, 800,000 p 





Afr. 15. Foundling Hofpital 


- 


30,000 






Carried over 6,840,555 3 6 



A.»774* 



D E B A T S«& 



4^9 



Brought over 
Apr. 15. Towards paying navy debt * 
To replace to the finkuig fund 
Addreffes - - - 

To compenfate loffes of homed cattle la 

Scotland - - - 

Senegambia - - - 

To levant Company ^ < 

African forts - i- - 

Cape-Coaft caftle - - ^ 

Apr. 16. Roads in the Highlands * 

To the Eaft India Company, for ex- 

pences in the expedition to Manilla 
To indemnify the province of New 

Hampfhire for expences in the war 

of 1756 /• • • 






/. 


dL 


65840,555 


3 


6 


200,000 








35*085 


2 


II 


14,700 








799 


12 


2 


6,336 





9 


5,000 








13,000 








2,000 








6,928 


2 


Q 


28,365 


IS 


8 



6,009 13 3 



Total 


^- 7*158*779 10 


3 


177a, 13th Geo. III. 






Jan. 3 1. 25,000 feamen ancl marines 
yeb. 4. 17,547 land forces 




1,300,000 





- 


629,491 12 


4 


Garrifons abroad 


- 


388,953 12 


7 


Diflference between Irifli and Englifh 






pay for 5 battalions and 4 companies 


4>723 16 


2 


StaflF 


- 


11,3" 7 


3 


Widows penfions 


« 


644 





Reduced officers 


. 


115,765 16 





Allowance to Horfe Guards 


• 


i,i3i 


6 


Chelfea pcnfioners 


. 


124,813 12 


6 


Ordnance 


- 


215,883 17 


4 


Ordnance laft year 


. 


32,498 6 


3 


Feb. 20. Ordinary of navy 


- 


394,725 17 


6 


Building and repairs of navy 


- 


-i 375*939 





Nova Scotia 


- 


5,346 10 


5 


Eaft Florida 


• 


4,950 





Weft Florida 


• 


5,650 





Georgia r 


«. 


3,186 





SenegamJ:>ia «- 


- 


6,336 


- 9 



Carried over 3,6213611 3 lo 



43<> 



PARLIAMENTARY 



A. 1774. 



Brought over 
Feb. 20. American furveys 
Mar. 20. Antiquities purchafed by Sir 
W. Hamilton - 

Placing them in the Britifh Mufeum - 
Mar. 30. To pay Exchequer bills 
Apr. 7. African forts 

For fouthem difcoveries 
Apr. 9. Army extraordinaries 

Roads in Scotland 
Apr. 14. To replace finking fiind 

To Levant company 
Apr. 30. Addreffes 

Compenfation to pcrfons in Scotland 
for lofles of honied cattle 
May 1 1. Three per cents, paid off 
Deficiencies laft year 
To Mr. Irving for making falt-water 
frefh ... 

May 18. To Dr. Layard for preventing 
the infeftion in homed cattle 
To Mr. Hill for difcontinuing his gun- 
powder mills on Hpunflow-Heath 



£' 


J. 


d. 


3,621,611 


3 


10 


1,885 


4 





8,410 








840 








1,800,000 








15,400 








4,000 








274j43^ 


4 


7 


6,998 


14 


5 


42>445 


5 


S 


5,000 








6,580 








294 


3 


II 


1,350,000 








39AS^ 





10 


5,000 








500 








1,500 





Q 



Total ^. 


7,186,253 


3 





T773. 14th Geo. III. 








Dec. 3. 20,000 feamen 


1,040,000 








Dec. 10. 17,070 land forces r 


616,895 


I 


10 


Garrifons abroad 


396^935 


5 


10 


Difference between Englilh and Irifh 








pay for fix battalions and three com- 








panies - - •* 


5*503 


9 


5 


Staff 


ii>473 


18 


6 


Chelfea penfioners 


122,982 


3 


9 


Ordnance - - . 


218,460 


13 


10 


Ordnance laft year - - 


i7»954 


4 


7 


Feb. I . Ordinary of pavy 


424,019 





9 


Building and repairs of navy 


42i>554 


Q 






Carried over 3,275,777 18 6 



A. 1774- 



DEBATES. 



43? 



Brought over 
Feb. 4* Nova Scotia 

Georgia - - - 

Eaft Florida 

Weft Florida 

Senegambia 

American furveys 
Feb. 1 8. Reduced officers 

Allowance to Hori'e-guards 

Widows penfions 

New roads in Scotland 
March 9. To Levant Company 
March 30. To replace finking fund 

To pay exchequer bills 

Weftminfter bridge 
Apr. 26. Army extraordinaries 
May 6. Deficiencies of laft year 
May 17. African forts 
May 27. For relief of Eaft India Com- 
pany - - - - 
May 29. AddrefTes 

June 14. To J. Harrifon for his time- 
keeper - - - 
June 19. Allowance to MefT. Hodgfon, 
Gordon, &c. for excife duty 

To Dr. Williams for his fecret to dye 
cotton - - - 



£^ 


J. 


J. 


3>27S»777 


18 


6 


5,146 


10 


5 


3,086 








4>9SO 








7j274 


13 


6 


<^,33^ 





9 


1,885 


4 





111,127 


5 


10 


1,148 


10 





628 








6,998 


10 


9 


500 








48,245 


II 


6 


1,800,000 








2,000 








249,708 


12 


I 


21,085 


I 


7 


13,000 








1,400,000 








6,200 








8,750 








4^363 








2,000 









Total £. 

m 


6,980,210 

1,040,000 
638,630 
375,062 

4.627 

11.473 
122,731 

107,525 


19 


16 


18 

5 
»9 





1774. 15th Geo. III. 

Jan. 24. 20,000 feamen 
Jan. 27. 18,024 land forces 
Garrifons abroad 

Difference between Englifh and Irifh 
pay for five battalions and three com- 
panies - - 
Staff .... 
Chelfea penfioners 
Reduced officers 

1 




10 

4 

I 

2 



Carried over 2,300,051 14 i 



^3Jt ^ARLIAMENTART At 17744 







£' 


/. 


iL 


Brought over 


2,300,051 


M 


I 


Jan. 27. Allowance to Horfe Guards 


• 


1,010 


2 


I 


Widows pcnfions 


• 


628 





6 


Ordnance 


- 


2443699 


17 


5 


Ordnance laft year 


- 


26,425 





z 


Feb. 22. Ordinary of navy 


- 


444,188 


4 


3 


Building and repairs of navy 


- 


420,729 








Feb. 21. New roads in Scotland 


• 


6,998 


18 


7 


Britifh Mufeum 


«.. 


2,000 








Feb. 24. American furveys 


- 


2,085 


4 





Senegambia 


- 


6,336 





9 


Nova Scotia 


- 


4*346 


ID 


5 


Georgia 
Eaft Florida 


M 


3,086 








. 


4i95o 








Weft Florida 


. 


4,850 








Mar. 31. To pay exchequer bills 


- 


1,000,000 








May 12. Deficiency of gold coin 


- 


250,000 








May 16. Extraordinaries of army 


- 


288,030 


19 


5 


To Mr. Hartley for experiments 


on 








fire 


• 


1,500 





6 


ilay 1 7. Replace finking fund 


- 


43>^54 


12 


8 


African forts 


• 


13,000 








May 26. Addreflis 


^ 


10,100 








May 31. Thret per ants, paid off 
Diichsirge navy debt 


- 


880,000 








^ 


200,000 








Total £. 


6,159,661 


2 


10 



WAYS and MEANS. 

From 1743 to 1774. 

1743- 

Jjand-taxat 4/. and malt for 1744 2,788,065 11 5 

A& for furplus dut ies on fpirituous liquors i ,000,000 O o 

Annuities, and a lottery - - 1,800,000 o o 
Sinking fund, and remainder of coinage 

duty ... 1,036,900 o o 



Total jf, 6,624,065 II 5 
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DEBATES. 
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1744. 

jpand tax, at 4/. and malt, for 1745 - 
Duties on fait for fix years more 
Additional duties on wines imported 
Sinking fiind^ and furplus of malt tax 



£. s. i. 

2,788,065 II 5 

1,000,000 o o 

2,000,000 o o 

821,244 13 fij 



Total ^. 


^,609,310 5 

2,788,065 II 

3,000,000 

1,000,000 

500,000 

15,000 


n 


1745- 
Land tax, at 4/. and malt, for 1746 - 
Duties on glafs and fpirituous liquors - 
Sinking fund ... 
Exchequer bills ... 
Coinage duties ... 


5 






Total £. 


2,038,065 II 

862,508 19 
4,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,500,000 


5 


1746. 

Land tax, at 4/. for 1747 

Malt tax, and remainder of additional 

duties on fpirituous liquors 
Window tax - - 
Coach tax .... 
Sinking fund and exchequer bills 


5 

2 





Total £. 


9,400,574 10 


7 


^747- 

Land tax, at 4/. and malt, for 1748' - 
Subfidy on poundage upon all goods and 

merchandize imported 
Sinking fund 


2,788,065 II 

6,300,000 
1,000,000 


5 






Total £. \ 


10,088,065 11 


5 



3K 
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1748. 

£• J. d. 

LandtaXj at 4/. for 1749 * - 2,03S|007 4 4 

Malt tax - - -' - 750^00 o O 

Aft to charge finking fund, with pay- 
ment of annuities in difcharge of navy, 
viftualling, and tranfport bills, and 
ordnance debentures - - 3,230,000 o o 

Sinking fund, and exchequer bills - 2,000,000 o o 



Total £. 8,018,007 4 4 



1749- 

Land tax, at 3/. for 1750 - - i>sa8,505 8 3 
Malt tax - - - - 750,000 o o 
Annuities at 3 per eetit. . - - 1,000,000 o o 
"Sinking fund, and furplus in the ex- 
chequer - - - - 1,0 1 8^526 10 3 
By Aft for making good the deficiency 
* of the office of Keeper of the Hanaper I3>698 i 1 1 
Tiiito per ann. » • • 3>ooo o o 



Total £. 4>3i3>73o ^ s\ 



land tax, at 3/. for 1751 - - 1,500,000 o o 

Malt tax . - - - - 750,000 o o 

Sinking fund ... 600,000 o O 

Annuities at 3 per cetit. and lottery - 2,100,000 o o 
Borrowed at 3 per cent, to be charged on 

the iinkilig ftmd ... 225,023 il 7 



Total I. 5,i7S>023 11 7 



A. 1774^ 



DEBATES; 



43S 



^7S^' 



Land tax, at 3/. for 175I 
Malt tax 
% the Bank 
Suokingfund 



. 1,528,459 i8 li 

750,000 o o 

1,400,000 o o 

- - 500,000 o o 

Total ^. 4,i7g,459 18 • li 



1752- 

Land tax, at 2/. and malt, for 1753 
By furplus in the Exchequer, by the ex- 
cife of the Aft of the fifth and fixth of 
William and Mary - - - 

Ditto furplus of the funds for lottery, 17 14 
Ditto additional duties on low wines 
Surplus of grants for the laft year 
Sinking fiind - - - 

Total £. 



i>750,ooo o o 



100^82 


»4 


31 


4 79>»" 


16 





54,580 


9 





18,035 


9 


oi 


420,000 








. 2,422,911 


8 


4i 



«7S3* 

Land tax, at is. and malt, for 1754 - 
Duty for wines, &c. imported, continued 

for feven years from laft year 
Sinking ftmd - - - 

From overplus of grants Jaft year - 
From furplus of duties on coals 
From furplus of duties on licences for 

fpirituous liquors - - - 

Ditto of the funds for lottery, 17 14 
To difcharge exchequer bills from the 

finking fund - - - 



1,768,949 14 


7 


- 15,000 
700,000 

7,937 »4 

- 23»S<5» 7 





9i 


32,652 15 
30>i95 3 


7 

H 


499,600 





• 3.077,897 15 


8( 



E % 
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1754 



/ •/ • 


£. s. d. 


Land tax, at ax, for 1755 


1,018,946 IS 7 


Malt tax - . - ^ 


750,000 


Overplus of grants laft year 


3>34i 19 ^f 


Surplus of duties on coals 


16,494 17 i<^t 


Ditto of duties on fpirituous liquors 


19,923 12 9 


Ditto of lottery, 1 7 14 - - 


28,201 19 8 


Lottery . - - 
Fromfurplus of finking fund - 


1,000,000 


1,420,000 


Total j^/ 


4,256,909 S oj 


^755- 




Land tax, at 4/. for 1756 


2,037,893 II % 


Malt tax - 


750,000 


By annuities and lottery 


2,000,000 


Remainder of the receipt of the Ex- 




chequer difpofable by Parliament 


83>4i2 ^ Si 


Income of the finking fund for one quar- 




ter, ending the fifth of April, 1756 - 


255*955 II "4 


From the revenues of the finking fund 


1,300,000 


Exchequer bills ^ . • 


1,000,000 


Total £. 


7,427,261 5 7 


^is(>^ 




Land tax, at 4/. for 1757 


2,037,874 I 10 


Malt tax - 


750,000 


By lottery - - . 


525,002 12 6 


By annuities on lives 


2,500,000 


By ditto . ^ ^ 


500,000 


From finking fund - - - 


200,000 


Savings out of grants for pay of Hanoverians 19,416 14 9i 


Surplus of duties on licences 


16,190 5 3 


Overplus of grants, for 1 7^6 


140,568 S 21 


By exchequer bills - - * 


1,000,000 


Overplus of finking fund in Exchequer, 




for the quarter ending the fifth of 




April, 1757 


50,491 17 8J 


Surplus of the finking fund 


849,508 2 31 


ToUl £. 8,689,051 19 7 
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Land tax, at 4/. for 1758 

Mah tax - - - - 

Overplus of finking fund in Exchecnier, 

for the quarter ending the tenth of 

October 1757 
Ditto for the quarter ending the fifth of 

April 1758 
From the furplus of the finking fiind - 
Annuities, at 3/. 10/. per cent. - 
Lottery 

More from the furplus of the finking fund 
By exchequer bills . i. « 



£. s. d. 

2,037,874 I 10 

750,000 o o 



93>37i " 71 



492,400 


8 


3 


300,000 








4,500,000 








500,000 








1,606,076 


5 


«i 


800,000 









Total £. 


11,079,722 

2,037,854 

750,000 

6,600,000 

180,076 
73*308 

100,000 
2,250,000 
1,000,000 


6 10 


1758. 

Land tax, at 4/. for 1759 

Malt tax - • - - 

Transferable annuities, 2t^per cent. 

Produce of finking fund in the Ex^ 
chequer, for the quarter ending the 
fifth of April 1759 " - - 

Overplus of grants laft year 

From the Exchequer, the fum granted in 
1755, for Ruffia - - . 

Surplus of the finking fund 

By exchequer bills • - - 


19 II 



17 oi 
3 iOi 






Total jr. 


12,991,240 

2,037,854 

750,000 

8,240,000 

1,500,060 
2,602,706 
1,000,000 


10 


^759- 

Land tax, at 4/. for 1760 

Malt tax - - - - 

Annuities at 4 per ant. and a lottery - 

By exchequer bills - - - 

Surplus of the finking fund 

By iQsms on the firft aids of next feffion 


19 II 




9 9 




Total £. 


16,130,561 


9 8 
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1760. 

Land tax, at 4r. for 1 761 

Malt tax - 

By annuities at 3 per cent, and a lottery 

By duty of 10/. per tun on wines im- 
ported, continued for 7 years 

By Exchequer bills 

Remainder in the Exchequer of 90,000/. 
granted in 1 759, for the militia 

By loans on the firfi aids of next feffion 

Swplus of Sinku^ Fund 

By provifion for the Civil Lift 



£. s. d. 

2*037,854 19 .11. 

750,000 o o 

12,000,000 o o 

15,000 o o 

1,500,000 o o 

88,6(^7 10 o 

1,000,000 o o 

1,762,400 o o 

800,000 o o 



Total jr. 19,953,922 9 II 



1 761. 

Land tax, at 4/. for 1762 

Malt tax ^ - 

By annuities at 3 per cent* 

Exchequer bills 

From the fum granted, 2d George IL 

for the arrears of his late Majefty's 

Civil Lift 
Part of the 100,000/. granted in 1758, for 

the militia 
Remainder of the fum in the Exchequer, 

granted in 1760,. for the unembodied 

MiUtia ^ • - 

Remainder of the fum granted laft fefSon 

for ditto - - 

Remainder of feveral duties on malt 

granted in 1760 - - - 

Surplus of the Sinking Fund 
By loans charged on the firft aids next 

fcffion . . - 



2*037^854 19 " 

750,000 o o 

12,000,000 o o 

1,500,000 o o 



115,000 

20,000 

80,000 
70,000 

1,009,217 



o o 



o o 



o o 



o 
8i 



1,000,000 o o 



Total £. 18,655,750 2 7| 
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176^. 

Land tax, at 4/. for 1763 

Malt tax - - - • 

By annuities at 4 per cent, on navy and 

vi^hialling bills 
By ditto upon ordnance debentures 
By annuities and two lottef ies 
Surplus on Sinking Fund 
Surplus of feveral duties on beer and ale, 

I George III. - • • 

Exchequer bills charged upon the firft aids 



£. s. d. 

2,037,854 19 " 

750,000 o o 

3,468,977 4 2 

59S>4^3 i 5 

3,500,000 o o 

2,006,000 O O J 

47,120 9 6 

1,800,000 o o 



Total l^. 14,199,375 16 o 



1763- 

Dec. 4. Duties on malt 
Dec. 9. Land-tax 

March 8. By annuities and two lotteries 
March 19. Out of the Sinking Fund 
By money remaining in the Exchequer, 

being the furplus of the feveral duties 

on beer and ale - 

By loans, or Exchequer bills, to be 

tharged on the firft aids granted next 

feffion 



750,000 

2,000,000 
3,500,000 
2,000,000 



o 
o 
o 

o 



47,120 9 



1,800,000 o o 



Total ^.10,097,120 9 6 



Note. Feb. 7. The principal on navy, vi£faialling, and trans- 
port bills, made out before Dec. 31, 1762, and delivered 
March 25, 1763, amounting to the fum of 3,075,316/- ox. 3^/. 
was ordered to be, with the intereft, converted into four pir 
cent, annuities. 

Notealfo. Feb. 17. The principal on ordnance debentures, 
dated before Dec. 31, 1762, and delivered before March 25, 
1 763, amounting to the fum of 595,423/. 2s. ^d. was ordered to 
be converted into the like annuities. 

Note Iflcewife. March 8, was voted an additional duty of 8/. 
per ton upon French wines, and 4/. per ton upon all other 

wines 
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^incs imported ; aiid the money raifed by annuities, and a 
lottery was (Charged thereupon. 

Note further. Rfarch 14, was voted an additional duty of 4/. 
per hogfhead upon all cyder and perry made within this king-^ 
dom ; and 2/. per ton upon all cyder and perry imported. 



1764. 
Land-tax and malt 
Exchequer bills taken by the Bank 

New Exchequer bills to be iflued - 
Of the Bank for the renewal of their 

contraA 
Savings under the head of cxtraordinaries 
Militia money 
Annuity fund, 1761 
The faving of non-eflFeftive men, which 

in the prefent year is - - 

Produce of the French prizes taken 

before the declaration of war 
The furplus of the Sinking Fund 



2,750,000 o o 

1,000,000 o o 

800,000 o o 

110,000 o o 

163,558 3 o 

150,000 o o 

3*497 9 9 

140,000 o o 

700,000 o o 

2,000,000 o o 



Total £. 7>8i7>055 i^ 9 



the 



1765. 

Jan. 21. By malt duties continued 
Jan. 29. By 4/. per pound on land 
March 14. By a lottery and annuities 
March 28. By money remaining m 

Exchequer 
Out of the Sinking Fund 
April 2. By monies remaining to be 
applied of the cxccedings of feveral 
fums provided for fimdry fervices 
April 4. Money remaining in the Exche- 
quer granted laft feflion for the mi- 
litia . - - 
April 20. By loans on Exchequer bills 
Out of duties granted laft feflion on ac- 
count of fccuring the American planta- 
tions ^ - - 



750,000 o o 

2,000,000 o o 

1,500,000 o o 

I35»^i3 S oi 

2,100,000 o o 



251,740 2 71 



80,000 o o 
800,000 o o 



60,000 o o 



Carried over ^fi^6fili 7 8 



A. 1774. D E B A T JE 5. ^1 

/. /. i. 

Brought over 7,670,633 7 8 
May 6. By money agreed to be paid for 

maintenance of French prifoners - 308,000 o • 
May 7. Out of duties granted thit feffion 

i%on the importation and exportation 

of gum fenega and gum arabic 



1 2,000 


• 


7.996,953 7 
Supply 7,763,090 13 


8 
•i 


233,862 14 


7i 



Note. Feb. 7. Several ftamp duties were granted in the 
Britifh Colonies and Plantations in America. 

Note alfo. March ix Several duties were granted upon 
the poftage of letters in America and England. 

Note alfo. March 14. Principal on navy, viAualling, and 
tranfport bills, made out before June 30, 1764, and delivered 
before March 26, 1765, to be entitled to the feveral annuities 
therein mentioned j and alio an additional duty of 4^'. per 
chaldron on coals exported ; and alfo i/. in the pound for 
wrought filks, &c. and alfo 2/. in every 100/. for any fort of 
white callicoes and muflins exported, befides the old fubfidy, 
and feveral duties upon policies of aflurance. 

Note alfo. March 25. Leave given for the importation from 
the Ifle of Man of goods the produft of the Eaft Indies, upon 
payment of one half of the old fubfidy. 

Note alfo. April 20. A duty was laid on gum fenega and 
gum arabic imported and exported* 

Note alfo. April 30. Several duties were granted upon fugar, 
rice, deals^ coffee, foap, and linen cloth* 



1766. 
Jan. 3 1. By malt duties continued • 750,000 o o 

Peb. 21. By 4 J. ^^r pound on land 2,000,000 o p 

March 1 8. By loans on Exchequer bills . .1,800,000 o o 
April 21. By annuities and a lottery 1,500,000 o o 

Out of the Sinking Fund - 2,150,000 Q o 

April 29. Money remaining in the Ex- 
chequer granted lafl femon for dc«» 
fraying the charge of paying and 
clothing the militia - 80,000 o o 



Carried over 8,280,000 o 
Vol. VH 3 h 
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o 



i. 
o 



i8i>ooo o o 



Brought over SiaSo^ooo 

Money agreed to be paid for the main- 
tenance of French prifoners 

Monies remaining in the Exchequer for 

the difpofition of Parliament, granted # 

V 7 Aft 4 Geo. III. towards defraying 

the expences of defending, protefting, 

and fecuring the Britifh Colonies and 

Plantations in America - tfo,ooo o • 

Total jf. 8,521,000 o o 



1767, 
Nov. 27. By malt duties continued 
March 2. By 3/. per pound on land 
March 9. By loans on exchequer bills 
April 16. By annuities, and a lottery^ 
charged on the Sinking Fund 
Money remaining in the Exchequer on 

. 5th AprU, 1767 
Out of the growing produce of the 

Sinking Fund 
Other monies remaining in the Ex« 
chequer for the difpofition of Parlia* 
ment - ^ 

Savings arifing upon grants for the pay 
of feveral regiments upon refpited 
pay, and by oif-reckonings and ftop- 
pages made for proviiions delivered 
to the forces in North America, &c. 
applied towards difcharging of ex- 
traordinaries 1766 
Py favings on widows penfions applied 

to ditto 
Out of monies for defraying the expences 
of North American Colonies applied 
towards defraying military expends 
there in 1 766 - ^ 

Militia money granted laft year 
Py monies for maintenance of French 
jurifQiiprs « ^ « 



750,000 o o 

!,500,ocx) o o 

1,800,000 o Q 

1,500,000 o o 

469,147 14 ^ 

2|0I0,I2I 10 3i 

35,20a 9 a 



a6i,57i 13 oj 
7,844 17 9 



110,000 o o 
150,000 o o 

i8i,pop o o 



T9t^ ^ 8,774,888 4 61 



ia»xs5;5*!f vnm>isM?ir»r 
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Note. 2(1 and i6th April feveral additional duties Were 
granted on ftraw hats^ &c. and on materials for making them ; 
and on linen cloth and drillings^ were carried to the Sinking 
Fund to make good the payment of the annuities upon the 
1,500,000/. 

84,604/. 3^ 3^/. of the two-fevenths excife was carried to 
the Aggregate Fund. 

The monies paid into the Exchequer on <th April ! 768, of 
duties on gum fenega and gum arabic, to be applied towards 
making good the Aipply, eftimated at 12,000/* • 

Note alfo. 5th and 7th May, additional duties were granted 
•n linen clotb^ drillmg, foreign canvas, and lawns imported* 



1768. 














£' 


A 


<r. 


Mdt . . - 




700,000 








Land-tax, 3/. 




1,528,568 








By annuities and a lottery 




1,900,000 


I 





By exchequer bills 




1,800,000 








From the Sinking Fund 




2,250,000 








American duties 




70,000 








From the Eaft India Company 
Balances in the hands of Paymafters 




400,000 










106,358 








Total 


8f7S4*626 


17 







m 







1769- 

Malt duty *• - ^ 700,000 o o 

Land-tax, 3/. « <• 1,528,568 o o 

Exchequer bills - - 1,800,000 o O 

From the Eaft-India Company - 400,000 o o 

By a lottery - - 780,000 o o 

Monies for the difpofition of Parliament 30,000 o o 

Money in the Exchequer - * ^35jI7715 ^ 

From the Sinking Fund - - 1,664,822 4 £ 

Army ftoppages and Paymafters accounts 109,866 16 4 

Money in the Exchrquet - 599B79 8 5 



Total ^.7^08,313 4 8 

mmmammmtmmmm^immmmmtmmmmmm 

3La 
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Malt dut^ ... 

Land-tax 3/. 

Exchequer bills 

Money in the Exchequer 

From the Eaft-India Company 

Surplus of Sinking Fund 

Money m the Cxdiequer 

Lottery 

Surplus of Sinking Fund 

From the Paymafter 

Money in Exchequer for the difpofltion of 

Parliament 
liord Kinnoul's balance 



7oo,cx)o 
1,528,568 
1,800,000 

299i375 
400,000 

773*240 
i3>59<5 

500,000 

i,700,cxx> 

55*495 



/. 
o 
o 
o 
6 
o 

16 

5 
o 

o 

15 



20,000 o 
3*948 3 



J. 
o 
o 
o 
6 
o 

o 
o 
8 

o 

7 



Total £. 7,794,224 19 7 



1771. 

Malt duty 

Land-tax, 4/. - « 

Exchequer bills 
Lottery - - 

Money in the Exchequer 
Anticipation of Sinking Fund 
Supplies of la ft year 
From the Eaft-India Company 
Duties refcrved for America 
Excife duties in the Exchequer 
Money in the Exchequer for the difpofition 
of Parliament 

Total £, 



700,000 





• 


2,037iS54 


19 


If 


1,800,000 








200,000 








691,977 


7 


9 


1,650,000 








89,658 


16 


9 


400,000 








20,000 








30,291 


II 


3 


20,000 


I 


6 


• 7*639*782 


17 


2 



Malt duty 
Land-tax 3/. 
Surplufles of laft year 
Other furplufTcs 
Exchequer bills 



1772. 



750,000 o o 

1,500,000 o o 

136,416 o 8 

55,192 6 u 

1,800,000 o o 



Carried over 4,241,608 7 7 
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From the Eaft India Company 

Money in the Exchequer 

Savings in army accounts 

Savings in levy money 

Savings in grants between Englilh and 

Irifh pay 
Savings in the grants for reduced officers 
Lottery - - - 

.Anticipation of Sinking Fund 
Duties referved for America 
Surplus of duty on falaries^ penfions, &c. 
Other money in the Exchequer 

Total £ 



£^ 


X. 


d. 


4,241,608 


7 


7 


400,000 








805,398 


13 


a 


138,090 


5 


10 


36,772 


xo 





1,863 


13 


10 


40,000 








150,000 








1,856,723 


I 


2 


20,000 








21,710 








10,426 


9 


3 


• 7,722,593 





10 



^773- 








Malt duty . . - 


750,000 





• 


Land-tix 3x. - - - 


1,500,000 








Sinking Fund 


350*193 


7 


4 


Exchequer bills for the Eaft India Com- 








pany 


1,400,000 








Anticipation of Sinking Fund 


2,349>8otf 


12 


7 


Exchequer bills - - 


1,000,000 








Duties referved for America 


10,000 








From the Eaft India Company 


• i<39,398 


18 


2 


Money, in the Exchequer 


9>96i 


II 


8 



Total /*• 7,539*3^0 9 9 



^774- 

Surpluflcs in the Exchequer - 113,190 I x 7 

Malt duty - - - 750,000 o o 

Land-tax 3/. - - - 1,500,000 o o 

jy^oney in the Exchequer - - 619,303 7 3 



Carried over 2,982,493 18 10 
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BrougSxt over 
Exchequer bills 
Anticipation of Sinking Fund 
Duties rcfcrvcd for America 
Swplusof 1773 
Two 7ths of excife 
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JBf the Third VJunu of this fuori^ pdge 398, nuntioH is made of the 
late Mr. Grenvillis Navy Bill. Since that volume was printed 
the Editor has teen favoured with the purport of Mr. Grenville'i 
Speech in fupport of his BUI, and with the fubjiance of the argi^ 
fnents offered by other gentlemen^ both for and again/l the Bill* 
This Debate was on the refuined confideration of the Bill*. 



M' 



fR. GRENVBLLE— In a nation, which in a great mca- 
furc owes its very being and fupport to the flourifhing 
fiate of trade and navigation, the increafe and encouragement 
of feamen is a confideration peculiarly worthy the attention of 
the Legiflature. Sound policy dircfts every commercial ftatc 
to invite feamen to enter cheerfully into the fervice of their 
country, tather than to prefs and compel them to a reluAant 
duty, by force and violence. The many hardfhips and dif- 
treflcs to which this ufcfiil body of men are expofed, the 
various modes of difcouragemcnt by which their zeal and 
vigour is depreiTed, muft raife emotions of pity in every fut 
ceptible mind, and muft render every one, who is endowed 
with the fentiments of humanity, fincerely anxious to procure 
them the moft fpeedy and effeftual redrefs. The motives of 
compafEon alone, abftrafted from all political confiderations^ 
all views to national advantage, are of themfdves inducements 
fufficiently cogent, to make us earneft in the behalf of tbefe 
opprefled members of the community, whofe fuJOferings are no 
lefs a grievance to themfelves, than a reproach to the nation. 

How bmentable is it to reflect. Sir, that, after toiling abroad 
whole years in the fervice of their country, being expofed to 
^1 the perils of the fea, all the noxious effeAs of clofe conline- 
ment, unwlK)lfome viands, and unhealthy climates.— I fay, 
after having experienced all thefe dangers and hardfhips, how 
lamentable is it, on their return home, haijjtiTed and difireiled, 
to find no part of their wages, fo hardly earned, ready for 
their receipt; nor any time fixed for the payment of the 
fcanty pittance ? In this cruel fituation. Sir, neceffity obliges 
them to raife money by anticipatioti ; they become the pro- 
perty of the vilcft harpies, and are forced to fubmit to the 
mpft ufurious extortion. 

* The Bill vai Bx& brvufjbt in tbc yeau[ hcior^ snd VM poiboncd £or furtber 
***ftd€rauoiu 
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This, however, Is not the only dcfefl: in our naval (yftem* 
Seamen, in his Majcfty's fervicc abroad, having no opportunity 
of remitting any part of their wa^jes to their wives at home, 
have, from this reftriftion principally, taken a general dif- 
guft to fuch fervice. It is not eafy to conceive any valid ob- 
je£tion, which can be made agalnft this privilege of remittance— - 
a privilege which is allowed in the French marine ; a privilege 
vrhich is conltantly granted by our own Eaft India Company, 
and by feveral merchants of jthjs kingdom. 

An indulgence of this kind, Sir, appears to be pcrfeftly 
agreeable to the rules of natural equity and national policy. 
To refleft on a diftreflcd family, cut off from their chief fup- 
port, pining in indigence, and at the fame time debarred from 
receiving the affeAionate tribute, which the hu(band and the 
parent would gladly remit, is a confideration too afie^ng t6 
dwell upon. Not to infift on the inhumanity, I would urge 
the impolicy of fuch a reftriftion j the withholding fo juft and 
natural an indulgence, muft neceffarily create, among that 
clafs of people, a repugnance to matrimony, and muft confe- 
quently tend to leffen the number of our inhabitants, Mrhich are 
the ftrength of a kingdom. 

I am forry to obferve. Sir, that the derifion with which our 
brave Tailors are treated, and the flight efteem in which their 
profeffion is held, in proportion to its importance, are no fmall 
aggravations of the fevere hard (hips which they fo unjuftly ex- 
perience in themfelves and their families. 

I would not, however, attempt to addrefs myfelf to the 

?aillons of this aiTembly, but to appeal to their judgments, 
'he caufe I efpoufe does not require the exertion of pathetic 
power ; and if it did, I am confcious of my inability to move 
your affections. The nature of the fubjcft will fuggeft, what 
I am incapable of defcribing : and your own feelings will afford 
you a lively rcprefentation of thofe affedling circumflances, 
which would appear languid from my imperfeft dcfcription. 

I will ceafe, therefore, to urge motives of compaffion, and 
will proceed to examine the Bill now depending, folely as it 
regards the effential point of national utility. 

To prefcrve that cft-der of perfpicuity, Sir, which the nature 
of this enquiry demands, it will be proper for me to Uke a 
Ihort view of the laws now in being, which principally concern 
the regulation of the naval fyftem. 

Amongft thefe, the moft material arc two afts, which were 
pafled in the firft year of his Majefty's reign, in confequence 
of a gracious recommendation from the Throne. The one is en«^ 
titled, " An Aft for granting to his Majefty the Sum of 
500,000/. tovrards difcharging W;igcs due to Seamen, and fbr 
^ th« 
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thie conftant, regular, and punAual Payment oi^ Seamen^s 
Wages for the future.'* The other is entidied^ << An A£i for 
encouraging Seamen to entdr into his Majeft/s Service.^' 

The object of the firft of thefe A£b was, agreeably to its 
title, the fecuring the regular and punAual payment of feamen*s 
wages J and it was framed with a view td prevent the money 
granted for that fervice, from being appropriated to any other 
branch of the naval department. It is, therefore, thereby en- 
aAed, « That out of ail fiims granted, or to be granted, by 
Parliament, for the fervice of the navy, fuch parts thereof, as 
are dn the head of fcamen's wages, Ihall be conftantly iffued, and 
applied for the payment of fiich wages, in the manner following; 
that is to fay, when any of his Majefty's fhips fliall have been 
in pay fix months, and be in any part of Great Britain, or on 
the coaft thereof, the Commiffioners of the Navy ftiall there- 
upon caufe two months wages to be paid to fuch officers and 
ifeamen, oi" their attorneys : and in cafe fuch fhips fhall be 
then in any part of Ireland, or abroad in foreign parts, if the 
inferior officers and feamen fhall defire to have their two 
months wages paid at home, the Commiffioners of the Navy 
are to caufe payment of the fame to be made, within one month 
after the receipt of the pay-lift for each (hip, to the attorneys 
of fuch officers and feamen ; and fo on, at the end of every fix 
months, two months wages are to be paid as aforefaid ; and 
when fuch fhips fhall have been eighteen months in fea-pay, 
the wages of the firfl: twelve montlis fhall be paid, deducing 
what fhall have been advanced as aforefaid, within two months 
after, or fo foon as any fuch fhip fhall put into any port of 
this realm, where his Majeft/s fhips are ufuaHy paid : and as 
to the refidue of their wages, the fame fhall be paid within 
two months after the arrival of any fuch fhip in the port where 
(he is to be laid up/* 

This Aft, Sir, was planned under the concurring direftion of 
the Treafury and the Admiralty, and was, in a great meafure, 
really executed for near the fpace of fix years. At the expira- 
tion of that time, although it has never been repealed, and al- 
though the inflruftions for carrying it into execution are fliil 
in force, it has neverthelefs been utterly difregarded. It mufl, 
indeed, be acknowledged, that the provifions it contains are, 
fome of them, extremely hiaccuratc, and lie open to many 
frauds and inconveniences/ 

The claufe which orders the payment of fhips which fhall 
be in anj port of Great Britain, or upon the coafl thereof, is 
one flagrant inftance of the inaccuracy of thii Aft 5 for fuch 
payment bdng requifite to be made under the dircftidn <>f a 
Commiffioner of the Navy, and by clerks in poflcffion cf the 
proper navy-books^ can only be performed when the fhips 
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arrive at ports where fuch Commiflioners and pay-clerks are 
refidcnt ; and it can never be propofcd to ftation them in all 
the ports of Britain, and round the coafls of this iiland. 

By another provifion in this A61, " Seamen belonging to- 
fuch {hips as fliall be in any port of Ireland, or abroad in fo- 
reign parts, are allowed, by pay-lifts to be tranfmitted home by 
the Captain, to allot two months pay at the end of every fix 
months, to be paid to their attorneys." This claufe. Sir, made 
a wide opening for fraud and impofition. It fuggefted a prac- 
tice to thofe harpies, who prey upon the wants of mankind, of 
advancing money to the purfers and captain's clerks, for the 
pur chafe of letters of attorney for the two months pay *, which 
amounting to forty-five fhillings, after the ftated deductions 
from It, was frequently fold in tlie Weft Indies, and other 
foreign parts, for eighteen or twenty fliillings, by which the 
poor feamen fufFered a draw-back of about 60 per cent. Upon 
this occafion it gives me pain to obferve, that fome of the 
ofiiccrs themfelves were^ upon too manifeft grounds of fufpi- 
cion, thought to have been concerned in this cruel and in- 
famous pradice. 

Notwithftaiiding another Aft of the fame year, for rendering 
all fcamcn's letters of attorney void, unlefs revocable, yet thefe 
impofitions by degrees extended through the whole navy, and 
occafioncd objeftions againft this method of payment;, which, 
co-operating with the fhort furas voted for the naval fervice, 
and with the defire of paying thofc branches firft which bore 
intereft, gradually relaxed the execution of this Aft, till tewards 
the year 1 739, when it was totally difregarded* Proper means, 
neverthclcfs, might have been dcvifed for checking thefe impo- 
fitions; and it does not appear by what authority the regular 
and fpeedy payment of wages, appointed by this Aft,, is boldly 
difcontinued. 

The other Aft, Sir, for encouraging feamen ta enter ihta 
his Majefty's fcrvice,^has been executed; and,in moft inftanccs, 
is ftill put in force. Many claufes, however, are inaccurately 
worded, and are found by experience to be inadequate to the 
purpofes intended : of which, inftances will appear in the courfe 
of my remarks on the Bill now depending. 

Having thus, Sir, briefly opened the prefent ftatc of our naval 
regulations, give me leave to ofi^er a few obfervations on the 
moft material claufes of tlie Bill now depending. It confifts of 
fome which are entirely new, and has incorporated others from 
the Afts now in being, which are propofed to be hereby re- 
pealed. 

Here, Sir, I cannot forbear applauding the excellent fchcme 
of repesding the former Aftsj and enafting thofe claufes Je now^ 

whic^ 
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ierliicli are intended to be retained. This method Is inBnilAy 
preferable to the ufual praAlce of continuing the old laws m 
force, and adding explanations of them by fublequent AAs. — A 
praAice, Sir, which has rendered ftatntes fo voluminous, and 
has introduced fuch endlefs doubts and perplexities on almoft 
every fubjed, that our laws, in this refpcft, are fo many fnares 
for the weak, and a fiabjedt of ridicule for the wife. 

The Bill now before us, Sir^ among other things, ena^ 
«* That volunteers are to be allowed the ufual condu^-nfoney, 
and alfo two months wages advance, at the firll fitting out of 
the fhip, and before flie proceeds to fea.** 

This is an amendment of the A€t of i Geo. IL " For encou« 
.raging Seamen,** by the infertion of the additional words *« at 
the firft fitting out of the Aip;" which were inadvertently 
omitted in that Aft. By thcfe words, the payment of the two 
months advanced wages, is reftrained to the volunteers on 
board of the fhip at fuch firfl fitting out. For want of this 
reftriftion in the Aft of Geo. IL the direftion therein j?iven for 
the payment of the advan£e-money, (lands general for every 
port and for every time any fuch fhip fhall be fitted out. 

The Ml likewife provides, « That every fupemumerary 
man ferving ten days in any fhip, fhall be borne for, and 
entitled to, his .wages, upon the books of fuch fhip, and to 
(ill other benefits, as if he was part of the complement of 
fuch fhip." 

This claufe. Sir,' is -entirely new, and calculated to prevent 
the oppreffive praftice of bearing men upon his Majefly's fhips 
for a confiderable time as fupemumeraries, under which deno- 
mination they are only entitled to viftuals, and not to wages, 
if I am righotly infqrmed. Sir, this praftice is purfued in the 
following manner: Suppofe a fhip to be put in commifHon, 
and tl^ complement of her crew to conlifl of five hundred men 
r-r-the officers of this fhip immediately begin to enter fuch 
men, either good or indifferent, as they can firfl procure, to 
the amount of this complement^ which is the whole number 
enti^d to wages: their complpnent being full, they Acverthe- 
lefg (Continue to recejye volunteers, and to prefs men, to the 
amouat^ perhaps, of four hundred men more ^ all which^ ex.- 
ceeding their complement, they enter on their books as &iper^ 
numeraries. When the fhip is ordered to proceed to feia, the 
officers cull their crew out of the whole nine hundred, admit** 
ting perhaps one hundred of the fupemumeraries, and relin^ 
quifhing the rcfl, which are generally turned over to other 
fhips, and liable to be entered there alfo as fupemumeraries. 
By thefe means it has frequently happened, that many unhappy 
men, who have been torn from their wives and families, and 
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cut ofF from the means of livelihood, have been inhumanly 
tofled from one fliip to another, for the fpace of two years^ 
before they were eftablifccd on any, as part of Jicr complementj^ 
fo as to entitle them to wages. 

In this cafe likewife, Sir, pnrfers, furgeons, and flop-fellerst 
by whom fuch feamen have been fumifhed with medicines 
and neceflary clothing, are put to great difficulties in tracins 
them' through the fevcral ihips, in order to obtain their juft 
demands. 

' It will be in vain, to urge in defence of this pra£tice» that 
it gives the officers of his Majefty's ihips an opportunity of 
procuring abler crews than they could otherwife obtaint and 
confequently renders the fleet in general better manned. The 
purpofe of culling the crew is fufficiently indulged in thie claufe 
under confideration. The officers are pennitted to detain any 
man nine days, before he is received into the fhip^s complex 
ment, and entitled to wages ; and upon finding a better maot 
they are empowered at any time to receive him into their crew^ 
and to difmifs any one in his ftead, whom they have already 
admitted. This claufe therefore allows them a fufficient time 
for examining the men they procure, fo as to feleA their com-: 
plement; and only reftrains them from keeping fuch poor mcQ 
an unreafonable time without coming to any detenninationy 
and by that means depriving them pf the benefit pf being en*^ 
'titled to wages. 

The fifth^claufe in the Bill, Sir, dire£^, that <<Such fums of 
money fhall ip the firft place, from time to time, be iffiied and 
applied out of the fupplies granted for any naval fervices, as fliall 
be neceflary for the regulai* and pun£hial payment of all tickets, 
and of all pay and wages due, in the following manner, that b tq 
fay, as foon as any fliip fliall have been in fea-pay twelve months, 
or more, five complete pay-books fliall be immediately made 
out for all the officers and feamen, for all the- time fuch fhips 
fliall have been in pay, except the laft fix months, and fliall 
be forthwith tranfmitted by the firft fafe opportunity, with 
three alphabets and a flop-book, to the Commiffioners of tKe 
Navy at London -, and as foon as fuch fliip fliall be or arrive in 
any port of Great Britain, where there is a Comxniffioner of 
the Navy, the Commiffioners of the Navy at l^ondon arc to 
caufe payihent to be made of the wages due, deducting the 
advance-money and all defalcations, leaving al^^ys fix months 
wages unpaid, and no more; and all the wages due upon any 
fliip, fliall be paid within two months after the arrival of fiich 
fiiip in port to be laid up." 

This, Sir, is an entire new claufe, and is indeed the great 

bafis of the BilL By appointing the payment of fix months 

I wages. 
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whenever twelve months are due, the feamen.will recehre a 
jconfiderable fum together, which may be worth preferving en* 
tirei for the benefit pf themfclves and families : whereas, bj 
the A& I have bcforie taken notice of, which dire^ the pay- 
ment of two months wages in fix, they receive fuch a Icanty 
pittance^ as they generally deem too inconfiderable to be an 
objeA of frugalityt 

This claufe alio refirains the payment to fuch Haps as fhall 
arrive, or be at any port of Great Britain, where a naval Com- 
miffioner refides i by which means no vrages are allowed to be. 
paid upon letters of attorney from feamen during their ab* 
fence abroad, and thus all impofitions attending that pernicious 
pra^ice are prevented^ 

It likewifes fixes a convenient interval between the payments, 
and detains a proper limited arrear unpaid; which arrear, 
when fuch ihips are in Great Britain, is not to be lefs than fi;;i: 
months, nqr to excee4 twelve months wages: a detention 
which cannot be deemed a hardfhip, i}nce feamen, who are 
fervants of the publick, will fuffer no greater inconvenience in 
^s refpedl, than fervants in general experience in private 
families^ BefideS| it is, perhaps, necefiary that fome arrear 
ihould be detained, in order to fatisfy the legal demands of the 
purfer^ fiop-fellers, and other perfons, by whom feamen are 
lumiihed with clothes and other neceilarics on ihipboard. 

But the principal part of this claufe, Sir, is the dire<Stion for 
fecuring the preference of pa^-ment to feamen's wages, before 
any other branch of the naval department ; which remedies a 
mifchief that has too long been prevalent. Here, Sir, it is 
necefl*ary for me to obferve, that although vaft fums are annu- 
ally granted for the fervice of the navy, according to the efti- 
inates delivered; yet extraordinary expences often arife, which, 
in fome articles, exceed thofe eftimates; by which means 
there muft be a failure of payment fomewhcre. Upon which 
occafion, it has been the practice of Minifterial policy, to fup- 
ply the demands of the other branches of the naval depart- 
ment, and tp let the weight of the deficiency fall on the head 
of feamen's wages, as the moft popular branch, and the mofi: 
likely to be provided for without oppofition, in future grants. 
This policy. Sir, has been the rather favoured, as feveral arti- 
cles in the naval department, for which Navy Bilk are ifiued, 
bear intereft, and are liable, by delays of payment, to be raifed 
in their prices; whereas feamen's wages bear no intereft, and 
continue fixed, notwithftanding any delays of payment. Thus 
this branch of the naval department has, by an unufual reverfe 
pf effects, continually been the moft opprefied, becauie the 
moft favoured by the legiflature and the.publick* 

The 
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The praftlcc, Sir, of thus allotting the fupplies, hath expoftd 
our brave feamen to numberlefs diftrcfles. Thcu* neceflitieSy 
and their title to publick favour from their fufferings and fer- 
vices, plead ftrongly for their immediate payment, in preference 
to all other claimants ; at leaft humanity and juftice require, 
that the fums which are exprefsly granted by the legiflature for 
their fupport, fh.ould not be withdrawn from them, and appro- 
priated to other creditors. 

Againft fuch mifapplication, Sir, the daufe under confider- 
ation has effeftually provided ; and, as it now ftands, it feems 
formed with a fimplicity and ftrength, to withftand force and 
defy artifice. 

The feyenth claufe of this Bill, Sir, is likewifc altogether new, 
and is calculated to prevent the hardfhips to which inferior of- 
ficers and feamen are liable, who have been abfcnt, with the 
leave of their Commanding Officer, or by ficknefs, or any other 
juftifiable caufe, at the time their fhips are paid oil'. According 
to the prefent praftice, when ihips are paid off at the out- 
ports, the pay-books are generally kept *here for a confiderable 
time afterwards, and recalls of the fhips, that is, repeated days 
of payment, are appointed in favour of the abfentees. — After 
which the pay-books arc fent to London, where rccalk of the 
fame fhips are fometimcs made, but not fo frequently a$ fiiits the 
convenience of the poor feamen, who, by reafon of thef^ delays, 
are often conftrained to fell the pay due to them at a very con- 
fiderable lofs: or, perhaps, being hurried on board oth,er fhips, 
lofe the opportunity of recovering their right. 

To remedy thefc evils. Sir, the payment of fuch abfentees is^ 
by this claufe, propofed to be made by pay-books and pay-lifts^ 
to be tranfmitted from the Navy-office to the ports prefcribed. 
Which will be attended with no other difficulty than the con- 
veyance of fii^h books and lifts between London and thofe 
ports : and fuch'^s are acquainted with the multitude of book$ 
and papers now fent to the dock-yards three or £9ur times in 4 
week, will find no inconvenience in this praftice. 

The eighth claufe. Sir, is wifely contrived to expedite pay^ 
ment of dead fcamens tickets. And the ninth relates to another 
fpecies of tickets, that is, the tickets of difcharged feamen, who 
are difabled from farther ferv'ice, and are not admitted into his 
Majefty*s hofpitals. This claufe is admirably calculated to pre- 
vent thofe inconveniences which have hitherto prevailed. Ac- 
cording to the prefent practice, when feamen are difcharged, 
their tickets are delivered to themfelves, and grdercd to be 
immediately paid ; yet, when thefe tickets are produced, the 
authenticity of the tickets, as well as the identity of the perfons 
producing them, undergo the fevereft examination. The dif- 
ficulty 
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fkndty of afcertahring thefe points continually poftpanei the 
payment of theie tickets, by which means thefe diftbled men» 
after a painful journey to London, are haraiTed by delays and 
attendances, and are generally obliged to fell their tickets to 
nfurious purchafers at an enormous lofs. Thefe flinty ufurers> 
upon proving the payment of the purchafe-money, are not re- 
quired to afcertain any identity of pcrfon : whereas the poor fca- 
xian, on oflering his own ticket for payment, is often perplexed 
to prove himfelf the fame perfon for whom it was made out. 

But this claufe, Sir, having directed the tranfmiffion of thefe 
tickets to the CommiiHoners of the Navy, without any previous 
delivery to the feamen thcmfelves, at once eftablifhes their 
authenticity. 

Thefe tickets likewife being dircfted to be paid to the feamen 
themfelves, are not liable to be fold, nor to become the inftru- 
ments of ufurious extortion. 

Laftly, Sir, the certificates of difcharge being indented, may 
be cut off from the feveral tickets^ which will render any forgery 
impracticable ; and upon their being produced by the feamen 
to the Conimiflioners of the Navy, and found to correfpond^ 
their identity will be inconteflibly verified, and their right to 
their refpecSave tickets clearly eftablifhed. 

I pafs oTer the claufes immediateiy^iibfequcnt, which arc 
entirely ne\y, and contain nj^ft^excellent provifions for the 
more regular and fpcjcdy^ payment of the feamens wages. 
Their propriety is to evident, and their utility fo obvious, that 
it would be inexcufablc in me to detain-thiar^affembly with any 
comment on their excellence. I will therefore proceed to the 
confideration of the twelfth claufe, which empowers feamen 
abroad to remit any part of their wages to their wives, fathers, 
or mothers, on which I beg leave to offer fome few obferva- 
tions. 

This claufe, Sir, does no lefs honour to the policy than 
to the humanity of the Honourable Gentlemen concerned 
in the promotion of this Bill. It grants the feamen the 
privilege, of doing an a£l of affe£lion, which it is unnatural 
to prevent, and impolitic not to facilitate. It is unnatural 
to refufe an indulgence of this kind to men, who are fuf- 
fering the greateft hardfhips, and expofing their lives, in 
the fervice rf their country, while their famUies are diflreffed 
at home for want of their affiftance and fupport : it is im- 
politic, bccaufe fuch a cruel reftriflion tends to render 
married men averfe to the fervice, and to difcourage the 
unmarried from entering into a ftate^ which is fo eflential 
to the order and welfare of fociety^ 

But 
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But this claufe. Sir, is intended to remove this hard re^ 
ftrainty and is planned with fuch extrenie caution, as ta 
prevent any frauds or abufes in the ezcutioh of it. Thoagh 
it allows feamen to remit their wages home^ yet it is provided 
that thefe remittances fhall be made to their wives, fathers, of 
mothers only, each of whom^ previous to their receiving fnch 
wages, are to produce certificates figned by the minifter and 
churchwardens, or, in Scotland^ by the minifter and two 
ciders of the parifh, of theii" being the wife, father, or 
mother of fuch ibaman« Which certificates, upon fofpidoii 
of fraud, are eafily verified, or dete&ed| by a reference to the 
proper parochial regifter. 

As an eSedbial prevention of fSraud, it is provided that thefe 
remittances fhall not be liable to different claimants, each 
producing certificates of their relationfhipi but they art 
made due to fuch perfons only, whofe name and place of 
abode fhall be inferted by the feamen in the pay^^books of the 
iliip, and who fhall therein be acknowledged as his wife^ 
father, or mother ^ to whom only a bill for fuch wages will 
be tranfmitted, and become payable, upon their producing the 
proper certificates* 

The means provided by this Bill, Sir, are in every infhmce 
wifely adapted to the end propofed. The payment of tlid 
remittances is direAed to be made in the moft convenient 
manner, without cxpence, by bills tranfmitted from tht 
Navy-office to the feamens wives, fathers, or mothers, at their 
own habitations, and made payable without fee or reward^ 
by a neighbouring publick officer, upon their producing cer-> 
tificates of their marriage or kindred , by which means the 
fale of fuch bills, and the intervention of ufurious bro* 
kers, are abfolutely prevented. In cafe of any failure in the 
tranfmiffion of any fuch bills, fo that their payment ihall 
not be duly demanded within fix months of their date, they 
are to be returned and cancelled, and the fum contained in 
them is to become payable to the feamen* 

Thus, Sir, this excellent claufe has happily fixed on a 
method of providing for the moft humane purpofes, without 
fraud, delay, or expence. The extention of the indulgence, 
for the benefit of fathers and mothers, as well as wives, is 
highly wife and equitable : and it muft prove an additional eiv* 
couragement to unmarried feamen, who have the leaft filial 
affeAion, to be fecure in the means of contributing towards the 
fupport of their aged parents. 

The fubfequent claufe. Sir, is a proper fupplement of the 
preceding one : by the former, feamen are impowered to make 
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remitt^ces from abroad ; by this they are enabled, upon re- 
ceiving their wages at home, to remit fuch part as diey chufe^ 
to any perfon in Britain. According to the prefent regulations, 
upon receiving their wages at the Pay-office in London, or at 
any port where a naval commiflioner refides, they are often at 
a lofs for the proper means of remittance to their wives, or 
other perfbns, to whom they may be difpofed to be juft : for 
want of this opportunity, and not knowing where to depofit 
their money in lecurity, it is generally wafted in fcenes of riot. 
But by this claufe, any Teamen, upon the receipt of hit 
money, will be able, without fee or reward, to execute any 
honeft intention for the relief of his family or friend, or for 
the difcharge of any juft obligation. 

It may be proper, Sir, to remark, that in this claufe they arc 
not reflrained, as in the lafl, to make the remittance to their 
wives, fathers, and mothers ; and the latitude here given ap- 
pears highly rcafonable, as they arc fuppofed, in this claufe, to 
be adhially poflcfled of their wages, and therefore at full liberty 
to difpofe of them, without reftri6Hon. Beiides, though the 
relief of their wives and kindred fhould be the principal objedts, 
yet they may be liable to debts, and other juft obligations which 
they are bound to difcharge. 

The fifteenth claufe. Sir, enforces the regular tranfmiffion 
of the pay-books, tickets, and mufter-books, dire^ed to be 
made by the Captains of his Majefty's fhips, to the Commi£» 
fioners of the Navy. Here it is neceflary to obfcrve, that np 
more is required of fuch Captains by thb claufe, than theit in- 
flru£tions now enjoin them to perform : thou^, firom a con- 
tinued negleA, they may probably deem it hard to be obliged 
to a juft performance of their duty. But a regular tranfimiffioii 
of thefe books, &c would be greatly for their own private ad- 
vantage, fince, for want of fuch punftuality, many errors arifci 
which are to be re£tified out of their pay. Befides, in cafe any 
of his Majefty's fhips fhould be deftroyed,. or taken by the 
enemy, the pay of the furviving crew, or, tf none furvive, tho 
pay due to their reprefentatives muft be regulated by the 
niufter4>ooks tranrmitted to the Navy-Office; and in cafe they 
are wanting, claimants muft lofe their property. In few wordsi 
Sir, upon the regular tranfmiffion of thefe books and ticketSy 
the whole pay of the navy, and the rights and happinefs of a 
multitude of pcrfons interefted, do entirely dqpend. 

Hie nineteenth claufe. Sir, is an improvement of i Geo.n. 
and contains fome prudent provifions for the prevention of 
frauds and abufes with refpeft to feamen's letters of attorney. 
Though, perhaps, many reafonable objections may be iu*ged 
againft the total abolition of thefe letters of attorney, yet they 
Vol. VII. 3 N ought 
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ongKt uncloiibtedly to be reftrained within as narrow limits as 
poflible : and the dircftions in this Aft for the payment of fea- 
men's wages to themfelves, together with the regular and 
fpeedy method propofcd for fuch payments, will, in a great 
mcafure, make it imnecefTary for them to take up money upon 
fuch letters. 

There are other claufes in this Bill, Sir, wifely adapted to 
give encouragement to feamen, and confequently, to promote 
the fervice of the navy. Indeed the whole feems to be con- 
ftru£ted with a judgment and circumfpeAion, which does credit 
to thofe who framed it. The gentlemen, before whom I have 
the honor to fpeak> have heard it read, and, from their own 
remarks, will abundantly fupply what is wanting in my imper* 
feft obfcrvations. I have purpofely confined myfelf to fuch 
claufes as are new, and, in my appreheniion, moft material ; 
but I confefs that I have not fagacity enough to ftart an objec- 
tion to any part of the Bill. If, contrary to my expeAation^ 
any objections fhould arife, I flatter myfdf that I fhall be aUe 
to demonftrate their invalidity, and to fupport every clauie o£ 
the Bill now under confideration. 

The fillowing are the prtncipal argumetiU offered agaitift the BlII^ 
arranged in thefomi of a Speech. 
Notwithftanding, Sir, all that the Honourable Gentleman 
has juft now advanced in favour of the Bill under coniideration^ 
notwithftanding he feems fo confident that no valid objections 
can be urged againft it, I fhall neverthelefs venture to oppofe 
It : as I am tHoroughly fatisfied that it is rather calculated to 
advance private views and purpofes^ than to promote the grand 
point of publick utility. 

I dare not however. Sir, in imitation of his example, take 
tipon me to afifert that my arguments are unanfwerable : fuch 
language, perhaps, might argue more prefumption than judg- 
ment, and might juftly be conflrued as an afFront to this Houle. 
Iwould not be thought,Sir, to di£late to,or anticipate the deter- 
mination of any Member here prefcnt. I do not bring a mind 
obftinately prcpofieiled in favour of its own fentiments ; and 
however eameft I may appear in fupport of my own opinion, I 
am neverthelefs open to conviction. 

It muft be confefled, Sir, the Bill under confideration bears 
a captivating title : it carries juftice and humanity in its front, 
but mifguided ambition, and an inordinate love of popularity, 
lurk beneath thofe fpecious appearances. I cannot help con- 
iidering this pompous title. Sir, as a fpecimcn of the florid 
talents of thofe, who are at prefent fuppofed to guide ourafiairs, 
and who attempt to amufe the publick with a vain parade ol 
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words, at this critical conjunAurej which requires a&ite re(b» 
lutions, and folid counfels. \ 

I am not ignorant, Sir, how unpopular every argument mufl; 
be, in oppofition to this Bill ; but I have learned to difregardl 
all popularity, which is not founded on a hearty and unfeigned 
zeal for the publick intereft. I have lived to fee patriots, wh6 
have received the thanks of their country, become at laft the 
objeAs of publick deteflatioR : I have feen the idols of popu* 
larity thrown down, and trodomder the firct of the vulgar. 
Idefpifc all fame and power, which is to be acquired by flattering 
the paflions of the multitude, incontradi6Uon to my own reafon 
and confcience : and I hope that I entertain a jufter fenfc of 
honor, than to truft my reputation to the giddy tide of popular 
applaufe. 

I would not, however, Sir, be thought to pay no regard to 
the voice of people. The puUick opinion, no doubt, merits our 
attention ; and, when it appears to be well-grounded, it is un« 
pardonable to treat it with negleft. But when little arts arc 
nfed to influence their judgment ; when their underftandings 
are perverted by fpecious eloquence ; when they are bewildered 
in the flowery fields of metaphor ; when they are fooliflily 
captivated with the daifies of rhetoric ; when millions echo the 
fantaftick notions of one man j when millions are prepared to 
cfpoufe the chimerical projefts of a vain-glorious fchemer— 
then. Sir, I cannot forbear pitying the publick deluflon ; and 
then to difregard popular clamour, becomes a point of juftice to 
the people. 

We all know. Sir, by irfiat ftcps fome Minifters have 
meafured their way to greatnefs. They have bowed to the 
people, with the fame view that lovers kneel to their miftreflis 
— to deceive them ; they only kneel to rife : they fue with 
pliant humility ; but, when they have obtained their defires, 
from humble fuitors they become tyrannical matters. It is the 
common artifice of falfc patriots to ufe the people as a fcaling* 
ladder to preferment ; and, when they are firmly feated on 
the pinnacle of power, they fpurn at the means of their pro» 
motion. 

I would not however, Sir, by thefe reflexions, be under* 
ftood to fufpeft any gendeman in the prefcnt Adminiflration of 
difhonorable intentions. We may cenfurc the means by 
which popularity is courted, without fuppofing the end to be 
criminal ; if we only admit it to be vain, the effefts will be: 
fufficiently pernicious. When Minifterial meafures are purfued 
to gratify perfonal vanity •, when pompous declamation is loud 
in council, and out-tongues fobcr reafon ; when, to win popu* 
iar applaufe, innovations are attempted, unattended with any 
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folid advantage — ^then, while the Minifter is purfuing of 
phantoms, the nation may fuffer irreparable injury. 

Should a Minifter, Sir, endeavour to eftablifh himfelf under 
the fanfti'*»n of democratickfway,be his motives ever foplaufible, 
his admiuiftratlon cannot tail to be dangerous. The fpirit of 
democracy is already too prevalent among us. There is not a 
iubjeft debated in the Senate, but what is canvafled without 
doors with all the violence of animadverfion. The national 
refolutions are, in an unbecoming manner, dilated by popular 
prejudice. The people are taught to harangue, ^as if fpeech- 
making was the bufinefs of the nation. They are feized with 
the vice of their admired patriot; they retail the fragments of 
his rhetorick \ they colleA the fcattered tags of his antitheiis % 
and worfhip the very puerilities of their favourite demagogue. 
This, Sir, was one ominous fympton of the decline of Athens; 
every one admired tlie accompli&ments of an orator, while all 
forgot the duties of a citizen^ and the ftate haftened to de« 
firuAion. 

I would not infinuate, Sir, that we are near this period of 
declenfion. Thank Heaven I the oratorial cacoethes is but a 
recent malady among us : but, I am forry to obferve^ that it 
has already i'pread fo wide, as to become almoft epidemical. 
Great pains are taken, both in converfation and print, to work 
upon the paffions of the publick, and eloquence is bufy to per- 
luade them that great things are intended, at the fame tune 
that nothing is meant. 

I will be bold to fay. Sir, that arts like thefe have been cm- 
ployed during the progrefs of the Bill under confideration. 
Before it became a theme of debate within doors, it wasa fubjeft 
of declamation without. The common news-papers recom- 
mended,naydire£tedthepaffingof it into a law— Imightalmoft 
fay, that they added menaces to their recommendations. 
Nevcrthelefs, Sir, I will venture to affirm, that there is no 
new fcheme propofed by this Bill, which the Admiralty now 
have not power to direct : and that it contains no practicable 
claufes, but what are already in ufe. 

Notwithftanding the Honorable Gentleman, who fpoke 
laft, affe^ed to decline the pathos^ yet he has endeavoured to 
^ove our pity and companion by a moft lamentable reprefenta- 
tion of the f<Kimen's fufierings. If the defcription is not exag- 
gerated, they arc indeed truly deplorable, and not to com-^ 
miferate them, would be to renounce oinr claim to humanity. 

But if the oppreffions and hardfhips under which they are 
fiippofed to groan, arc real, let us trace them to their fources. 
We may venture to fay they are not natural, they arc not con- 
ftitutional hardfhips; tl^ey iurc not vtccSuHj conncAcd 
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with the nature of the fervice ; they do not ariie £rom die can* 
ftni/ftion of the laws ^ they mufty therefore^ if real, be owing to 
the negligence of thofe who are entrufted with the fuperin* 
tendance of the naval department. 

It is generally prefumed, Sir, t^fit the Lord High Admiral^ 
or the Commiffioners for executing that important office, have 
the entire care and management q? the feamen employed in his 
Majeft/s fervice : their allotment, their ftations, and the fre- 
quency of their pay, have been hitherto underftood to be under 
their peculiar direAion. 

Can we fuppofe. Sir, that gentlemen appointed to fill the 
Board of Admiralty, iare deftitute of humanity ? Can they be 
fo fupine in office, fo unfufceptible of tender fenfations, as to 
hear the cries of the diftreiled feamen and their families^ 
and not accelerate their relief? Is their not one advocate 
among fo many Honorable Commiffioners, to efpoufe the 
caufe of the opprefied failors ? Impoffible I they are men 
of diftinguifhed rank, and pity ever dwells in noble minds^ 
Had the diftrefles complained of been real, they would 
have provided for their redrefs; and it had not been left 
to the promoters of this Bill to court popular favour by 
pretending to refcue the injured feamen from the hancU 
of oppreffion. * 

But I beg leave to contend, Sir, that thefe fuppofed dif- 
trefles have being only from the Honorable Gentleman's in* 
vention and aggravation. It was neceilary to aggrandize the 
patrons of this Bill, that the feamen fhould be reprefented in 
the moft calamitous fituation. But I beg the indulgence of this 
Ailembly, while I view the prefent condition of the navy^ and 
confider how far the intended regulations will contribute to 
its improvement, or anfwer the ends and purpofes propofed by 
theBilL 

Permit me. Sir, to obferve that the feveral claufes calculated 
for the encouragement of feamen, are more clearly and more 
briefly ftated in the Adts of 4 Anne, and in thofe of i Geo. II« 
than in the Bill now before us. 

The former AA provides for the immediate payment of men 
turned over from one ihip to another, and dire& tickets to be 
made out for men difcharged as unferviceable. The latter Ads 
of Geo. II. purfue the whole plan of naval regulations, from the 
firft raifing the feamen to ^eir difmiffion from his Majefty\» 
fervice. 

Thefe Ach, Sir, which are very compendious, are the bafis 
on which the prefent naval fyftem is founded j and experience 
has proved it to have been wifely inflituted, and, in general) 
properly conduced. 

It 
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It is well known, Sir, that the arrears of fcamcn's wages arc 
regularly and duly paid. The money granted by Parliament 
for the fervice of the navy is properly iffued ; and, notwith- 
ftanding any infinuations to the contrary, fuch part of it as is 
allotted for the payment of feamen's wages, is faithfully applied 
to thofe fervices. 

The method prefcribed by the Aft of Gko. II. for paying the 
feamen two months wages in every fix that fliall be due to them, 
was complied with, till the praftice was found prejudicial, not 
only to the fervice, but to the feamen themfelves. Artful and 
deligning men took advantage of the thoughtlefs feamen, and, 
by purchaiing their two months pay at a very confiderable and 
unreafonable difcount, nourifhed their vices, and frufbrated the 
good intention of a fpcedy payment. 

Upon confideration ofthefe circumftances. Sir, that part of 
the Aft was remitted j and though the method in which it was 
direfted to be done, made it neceflary to forbear the execution 
of it, yet the intent was fo laudable in itfelf, that it might have 
been revived and executed in a manner ferviceable to the fea- 
men, their wives and families. It is undoubtedly an objeft: 
worthy of attention ; and certainly thofe, in whofe department 
k refts, might find a method of accomplifhing this defirable 
end, without increafing the trouble of the commanders, or call- 
ing the aid of all the officers of the revenue to affifl in the exe- 
cution of their fcheme. They, Sir, who nnderfhmd their of- 
fice, know the force of every Aft which relates to it, and can 
beft remove or guard againft any difficulties or perplexities 
which may attend the execution of any new regulation. 

Thus it appears, Sir, that the payment of two months wages 
in every fix, has been difcontinued folely out of regard to the 
feamen themfelves. With refpeft to the payment of the refi- 
due of their wages, which by the Aft is direfted to be made 
within two months after the fhip is laid up, the compliance 
with the Aft in this particular is fo notorious, that an afiertion 
to the contrary becomes a matter of aflonifhment. 

The fame Aft, Sir, direfts the payment of twelve months 
wages, when eighteen are due : and the conflant ufage has, in 
this point, ever been conformable to the direftions of the Aft. 

According to the prefent praftice, volunteers are entitled to 
wages from the day of their entry with any authorized oflScer of 
the fleet ; they are allowed conduft-money, carriage of their 
clothes, and an advance of two months pay, and are never 
turned over to ferve in a worfe quality than they ferved in their 
former fhips. 

In purfuance of the prefent fyftcm likewife. Sir, inferior of- 
ficersj or feamen dying, have tickets ;pade out of their .tunc of 
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(ervkcji wlilch areioxmediately p»d: and when the-w^ole 
company of a ihip is removed, they are paid their wages to the 
day of their rcmovaL This laft, Sir, I muft obferve^ . is an 
Admiralty, not a legiflative, indulgence. 

It is alfo provided, in order to relieve the unthinking Tea- 
men from ufurious extortioners, and to prevent any unfair ad- 
vantages being taken of their neceffities, that all bargains and 
bills of fale for pay due to any feaman, are void ; neither is any 
letter of attorney for receiving fuch wages or pay good or valid, 
unlcfs it is made revocable. 

Thefe laws and regulations. Sir, are the foundation of the 
prcfent marine fyftem. A material defeat, however, wa^ 
quickly perceived in this fyftem, and was no fooner difcovered 
than it was redrefled. The A£b in being had not provided for 
the payment of a feaman*s wages, who fhould by accident be 
left &:k on fhore after the fhip he belonged to fhould be failed 
on a foreign voyage, without leaving either ticket or books be- 
hind 'y in which cafe the invalid and incurable muft have re- 
turned home pennylefs, or have ftarved when difcharged the 
hofpital. 

This inconvenience, Sir, was remedied by that neceflary in- 
terpofing power which the Lords of the Admiralty have ufually 
exercifed Dver this ufeful body of people committed to their 
care. They no fooner perceived the defeft than their huma- 
nity applied the remedy j and thofe objefts of compaffion who 
have loft their health ox limbs in the feryice, are in all circum- 
ftances immediately paid the utmoft farthing of their due. 

Having thus, Sir, confidered the ftate and praSice of the 
navy under its prefent eftabliftiment with regard to the payment 
of feamen's wages, and their encouragements upon entering * 
in the fervice ; I will be bold to prefer the prefent fyftem to 
the innovations propofcd by the new Bill now in agitation. 

Notwithftanding, Sir, all that has been fo pathetically urged 
by the Honorable Gentleman who fpoke laft, withrefpeft to the 
feamen's fufferings, and the cruelty of withholding their pay, 
yet it is obvious to every one converlant in naval afiairs, that 
thefe complaints are altogether unjuft and groundlefs. 

That the feamen in his Majeft/s navy arc well clothed, weH 
fed, and well paid, are truths not to be controverted. Tiie 
Contraftors of the Vi£tualling can teftify that the beft prices 
are given for their provifiion : their flops, which are bought at 
the bcft hand, are retailed to them at very near the fame rate : 
and that they are well paid, there are recent inftanccs in the 
fhips now gone abroad, one not having three weeks pay duc^ 
and others fcarce fix months. We may be bold to fay, that no 
inftances can be produced of a fquadron of ihips going abroad 
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without clearing thje greatcft part tf the wages due, unlefs In 
cafes of the greateft emergency. The attention of the Admi- 
ralty on fuch occaiions has been very confpicuous ; they have 
not wanted a fpur to do their duty, or (hewn tbemfelves defti- 
tute of a tender companionate regard for our gallant feamen. 

In confidering the views of the Bill now depending, I can 
fcarce avoid confining my attention to the prefatory introduc- 
tion: for on that, indeed, the promoters of this Bill feem to 
reft its fuccefs, more than on any arguments they advance in 
its fupport. We are to believe the reprefcntations of the fca- 
men's lufFerings, through whofe fides thofe honourable pcr- 
fonages are to be wounded, whofe daily fhidy it is to encou- 
rage and proteft them ; we are to believe that the fource of 
the fcamen*s diflrcfles hath been the flow and uncertain pay- 
ment of their wages ; and that upon their return home from 
foreign voyages, there is no fixed time for the payment of their 
demands. 

To thefe afTertions we are to yield belief, and in this man- 
ner we are to be prepared to receive a Bill calculated to redreis 
imaginary grievances.^ 

The cafe of our brave feamen would indeed be truly lament- 
able, if this reprefentation was jufl. His memory indeed would 
be great and glorious, who fhould exert himfelf f«r their re- 
lief, and refcue the urdiappy fufierers from fuch intolerable cy- 
preflion. But, as I have before clearly demonflrated, the ia- 
lutary laws now in being, have been confbintly, regularly, and 
pun'ftually put in execution, fo far as the fcrvice would permit : 
agreeably to thofe laws the feamen have, from time to time, 
received a part of their growing wages 5 and fo often as the 
fliip they have ferved in has been laid up, the whole has been 
conflantly cleared. Thefe are fa&s which few will deny, and 
none can difprove. 

I will now point out the grand objcfts to which this Bill is 
direAed. Among thefe. Sir, " the appropriation of all the 
money granted for naval fervices towards the difcharge of fea- 
men's wages," flands foremoflr. 

Here, Sir, permit me to obferve that the inconvenience ^d 
prejudice which the Government would fufiain by fubje6Hng the 
ftaval grants, in the firfl place, to the payment of feamen*s 
wages, would be immediately felt by a great difcount upon bills 
made out for flores and provifions for the ufe of the navy. 

The debt of the navy would not only be increafed by inte- 
refl due on bills, but the price would be enhanced on all kinds 
of flores^ as in former wars, in proportion to the difcount on 
fuch bills. By the regiilar difcharse of navy bills in courfe of 
payment the difcount has been kept low, the price of flores 
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has been proportionable, and free from additional difcounts of 
five or fix per cent, which the non-payment of bills would, in 
procefs of time, naturally and inevitably create. 

Four pounds per month for every feaman employed in 
his Majefly's fervice does not defray the expence of wear 
and tear, provifions, ordnance, wages, and other una- 
voidable expences. This, Sir, is proved by the deficiencies 
every year, in confequence of which a debt is annually in- 
curred ; notwithftanding fome part or proportion of the mo- 
ney allotted out of the grants for wages, is, as the Honorable 
Gentleman took notice, employed towards reducing that part 
of it which carries interefl : and without fuch allotment, the 
credit of the navy would be ftill worfc affefted, the contraft 
prices on all ftores confiderably increafed, and an intereft 
created, which, under theprefent method of payment has, and 
may yet be kept under. 

But this is not all. Sin Should this new appropriating claufe 
take place, a confiderable part of the money allotted to the 
head of feamen's wages, mufl be unemployed, and remain in 
the Treafurer's hands for his private benefit, while our fleets 
remain in foreign parts, and while the coiurfe of the navy would 
be running on at an intereft, and a very confiderable difcount. 
Thus the publick would be injured, and the Treafurer alone 
would be benefited : and we hope the promoters of this Bill, 
however ftrong their connexions may be, will not be fo partial 
as to confiilt his intereft in prejudice of that of the nation. 

It does not become us. Sir, to diiregard expence, to ufe no 
parfimony in the naval department, but to facrifice every thing 
for the fake of one favourite objeft. This will evidently be 
the cafe, (hould we confent to the appropriation of the naval 
fupplies granted by Parliament, and direct the application of 
them towards the difcharge of feamen's wages in the manner 
propofed by this Bill. 

I beg leave in the next place. Sir, to confider the fifth 
claufe in the bill, which direfts the Captains of his Majefty*s 
fhips, whether at home or in any part of his Majeft/s 
dominions, to make out five complete pay-books for every fix 
months the fhip fhall have been in pay, except ihe laft fix 
months, and to tranfmit the fame to the Commiflioners of the 
Navy. 

By this claufe. Sir, it is intended that the wages due upon 
fuch books fhall be difcharged as faft as the fervice will permit 
the fhips to come into port. 

When the nature and difpofition of our feamen fhall be 
altered ; when they fhall appear to be better and happier with 
pioney in their pockets; when they fhall difcovcr the leaft fenfe 
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of oeconomy, then we may admit the neceffity of changing the 
prefent method of payment. 

Tliofe who have a thorough knowledge of our maritime 
people, who are witnefles to their thoughtlefs inconiiderate 
conduft in every circumftance of life, muft acknowledge that 
the abfurdity of too frequent payments is too glaring to be 
juftified. 

I fee many in this Aflembly who have been long convcrfant 
in naval affairs, and many who have commanded in the navy 
with great reputation : I appeal to them, and let them declare 
how fooliflily our feamen fquander away their money, and how 
unruly they are when their pockets are full. Nay, I may ven- 
ture to appeal to the whole world for proof of their profiifenefs ; 
it is To notorious, that the extravagance of a failor is conftantly 
ufcd to illuftrate any glaring aft of profufion. 

I would not be thought, Sir, to aggravate the foibles and mif- 
conduft of this ufefiil body of men *, but their difpoiition is fuch, 
that too frequent payments would inevitably excite them to 
mutiny, diforder^ and licentioufnefs, which with them are the 
natursd concomitants of affluence. 

How much better would it be to detain their wages till they 
grew confiderable, that after their tedious toils and labours are 
over, they may have a fum to receive, on which they may live 
a while with their families in peace and content, without being 
obliged immediately to return to their watery element, to en- 
counter frelh hardihips and fatigue. 

But I beg leave to contend. Sir, that fuch quick payments 
would not only be attended with bad confequences to the fea- 
men themfelves, but wQuld likewife prove of evil tendency to 
his Majefty's fervice in general. 

It is a faft univerfally cftabliftied, that no feaman can work 
with money in his pocket : and it is for this reafon that all 
payments to them arc poftponed till a {hip, upop her arrival in 
port to be cleaned, is cleared of her ftores, docked, and again 
refitted. An attempt, Sir, to vary this praftice, would be 
fruitlefs, and endanger the unmanning of a well-difciplined 
ihip. No power can curb a feaman flufhed with money ; his 
intemperance is predominant, and he will run all hazards tq 
indulge his paifions. It is evident. Sir, from calculation, that 
there are twenty deferters who have lefs than a year's pay due 
to them, for one who has above a year owing to him. We 
may jiidp;e from hence, Sir, in what a condition our navy muft 
be, if this fchemd for prompt payment takes place : it will rc- 
♦nain udiifcipUned and unmanned- 
Why therefore. Sir, fhould we endanger the unmanning of 
tjie fleet ? Why ihould we indulge th^ yiges and extravagances 
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of the feamen, and afford them the means of deftroylng thdr 
conftitutions ? Why ihould we put the CJovemment to an ex- 
traordinary expence for prompt payment to thofe who are fo 
well fed, and fo comfortably clothed ? Rather let us abide by 
the praftice which has hitherto been fo fuccefsfully purfued. 
Their growing wages is a depofit which detains them, it is a bank 
which they do not forget, which keeps them cheerfully together, 
and makes their toilfome life pafs away in comfort. 

With regard to the expedient for *< enabling feamen abroad 
to empower their wives, fathers, or mothers, to receive part 
of their wages in their abfence," I am far from thinking fuch a 
provifion either improper or imprafticable. It is all encourage- 
ment which feamen deferve, and it would be doing them a real 
benefit. But the method of doing it fhould be attentively con- 
fidered ; for hafty and ill-concerted plans will be attended with 
grievous and endlefs perplexities. 

It is publickly known, that this point has been ferioufly con- 
fidered, and that a well-digefted plan for this purpofe has been 
reported to the proper officers, though the promoters of this 
Bill have taken no notice of any fuch matter being in 
agitation. 

" I muft confefs, Sir, that the method propofed by this Bill 
appears to me highly exceptionable. It is well known, that it is 
a frequent pradbice for feamen to pafs through the ceremony of 
marriage with two or three different women, who may be all 
living at the fame time, and able to produce regular certificates 
of their marriages. 

The anfwer to this objeAion, Sir, has been anticipated by 
the Honorable Gentleman who fpoke laft but one, and ob- 
ferved, that « the feamen's wages remitted home ti^ not be 
liable to be claimed by different perfons producing certificates 
of their marriage, but by fuch one perfon only, whbfe name 
and place of abode fball be inferted by him as his wife^ in the 
pay-books of the Ihip.'* 

But I beg leave to obfcrve, Sir, that, according to the laws 
of the land, the firft wife is the only lawful wife : and I would 
afk the Honorable Gentleman, whether a feaman, under the 
circumftances of polygamy, may not be influenced to give the 
preference to a fubfequentj wife, and thereby eftabliih a partial 
in prejudice of a legal right. 

With refpeft to the claufe. Sir, ** for enabling the feamen 
at the time of receiving their wages at home, to remit fuch 
part thereof as they fliall think proper, to their wives and 
families.'* It feems to be altogether needlefs and fuperfluous. 
This purpofe may be anfwered with equal eafc and fafety, 
without retarding the payment of the fhip, which may be un- 
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mooring for the fca at the time of the payment, without inter^ 
feringwith any publick offices, or even the offices of the revenue 
in diflant countries. 

To facilitate fuch remittances, Sir, let fuch part of the fea- 
man's wages, as he fliall chufe, be paid in a promiflbry note, 
figned by the Treafurcr of the Navy, or his deputy, for any 
fmall fums, from one to five pounds, and be made payable to 
order. In this note the feaman may dircft the name to be in- 
ferted, to whom he intends payment to be made j and being 
remitted agreeably to his order, his wife, relation, or friend 
will find a ready acceptance of the bill by any of the trading 
people, or others, who v^ant remittances to London. In this 
cafe there will be no official embarraffinents : the Treafurcr of 
the Navy-Office in London will receive and pay it with the 
fame readinefs with which bankers difcharge their notes. 

Having thus, Sir, examined the advantages and difavantages 
which may attend the innovations propofed by this Bill, I 
flatter myfelf to have fully demonftrated that, of the more 
material claufes it contains, fome are totally fupcrfiuous, and 
others dangerous to be put in execution. 

By what motives the promoters of this Bill were influenced^ 
I will not take upon me to determine. My own motives for 
oppofing it arife from a thorough conviction of its utter inex- 
pediency, and dangerous tendency. I am altogether inde- 
pendent and unprejudiced : I am attached to no Minifter, nor 
bigotted to any meafiures. 

To judge of the promoters with candour, I will fuppofe the 
Bill to be only calculated for vain parade, to catch popular ap- 
plaufe. But fhould the oftentatious projeft receive the fandtion 
of this Afl!embly, it may be attended with mifchiefs to the na- 
tion, which its patrons probably do not forefee : for which 
reafon I concur with the Honorable Gentleman who fpoke laft^ 
and am againft its being pafiTed into a law. 
The Rep/v. 

It affords matter. Sir, of equal iurprife and concern, to per- 
ceive that the moft profitable fchemes and difintereiled plans 
are doomed to ftruggle againft predetermined oppoiition and 
malevolent interpretation. 

The Honorable Gentlemen, Sir, who have juft now 
fpoken againft the Bill under prefent confideration, have been 
pleafed to throw out infinuations againft the promoters of it, 
and to ftigmatize them as aAing upon the motives of vain popu- 
larity. 

It is needlefs for me to comment on fuch ungenerous fug- 
geftions. But I beg leave to obferve, that refleiftions of this 
kmd are not only indecent^ but the matter of them is alto- 
gether 
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gether foreign to the confideration of this Aflembly. We arc 
not met to debate about men, but about meafures. We are 
not to determine the merit of the projedors, but to examine 
the utility of the plan they recommend. The motives which 
influence their recommendation, are totally immaterial in the 
prefent debate ; and upon this occafion, Sir, fenfe and decency 
enjoin us to avoid all perfonal difquiiitions. 

Neverthelefs, Sir, if we fhould admit them to have been 
afhiated by the love of popularity, yet the motive, fo far from 
being difcommendable, may be deemed laudable in the higheft 
degree. The ftrongeft incentive to noble deeds is the defire 
of publick efteem : the man who is indifferent about publick 
applaufe, will never be zealous for the publick welfare. 

That popularity, indeed, which is courted by means of cor- 
ruption, by flattering the paflions, and nourifhing the vices of 
mankind, is bafe and deteflable. But even malice itfelf can- 
not reproach the promoters of thb Bill with fuch corrupt 
and abominable expedients. Their opponents are therefore re- 
duced to the wretched neceffity of iniinuatlng, that it is rather 
calculated to gratify perfonal vanity, than to promote the 
national welfare. An aflertion as groundlefs as it is invidious : 
and I make no doubt but this Aflembly will be convinced that 
the fyftem recommended by the Bill in agitation, is not vain 
or chimerical, but evidently profitable and expedient. 

One of the gentlemen has been pleafed to boaft of his inde- 
pendence, and to intimate that he is attached to no Minifter. 
This intimation, Sir, might have been fpared. I do not know 
that all Minifterial attachments are culpable. Even the word 
ofMinifters, who endeavour to maintain themfelves in power 
by the help of venal fupporters, are obliged to employ fome 
men of integrity and abilities. 

For my own part. Sir, I am not afliamed to acknowledge, 
that I am attached to the prefent Miniftry. Their meafures 
hitherto have been fuch as merit the mofl grateful approbation 
and fleady fupport : and while they purfue the fame laudable 
conduA, I ihall always be forward to teftify my attachment. 
I am convinced that no man can be juftly deemed independent, 
but he who is guided by the reafon and expedience of things, 
abflrafled from all perfonal and party prejudices. 

With regard to the objeftions. Sir, urged againft the Bill 
under coniideration, they are fuch as no one coidd have fore- 
feen or expedled ; and fuch, I am confident, as the gentlemen 
would have blufbed to adopt, had not fome violent prepofleC* 
fion mifguided their judgment. 

Among other things it has been objeAed, Sir, that <^ the 
prompt payment of feamen's wages wiU fupply them with the 
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ready means of debauchery, and by encouraging their natural 
intemperance, render them turbulent and difobedient, to the 
detriment of the fervice.*' 

If we allow this argument to be juft and reafonable, it may be 
extended fo far as to deprive the poor feamen of all their 
wages and prize-money. But though the projcft of ftarvmg 
men into order and regularity, may be received as good doc- 
trine in a monaftery, yet we hope that it will never be adopted 
in the Britifh navy. Such expedients may mortify men's bodies^ 
but will never reform their manners. 

Beiidei^, Sir, the fpeedy and punftual payment of the fea^ 
men's wages is really the moft effectual method of prcferving 
and improving the difciplinc of the navy. The certainty of 
receiving their pay in due time, will alleviate their grievous 
toils, and baniih that rcMefs anxiety which now renders them 
uneafy in the fervice, impatient of controul, and defperate in 
difobedience. 

The argument againft fuch payment. Sir, might with equal 
propriety be extended to men in every ftation of life, whofc 
property affords them the means of committing exceffes. But 
it is certainly more juft and reafonabk to witlihold their incomes 
from the indolent and luxurious than from the poor feamen> 
who earn their wages in the midft of toil and danger. 

Permit me to fay. Sir, that an attempt to regulate men's 
appetites by detaining their property, is altogether repugnant 
to the natural principles of juftice and equity : it is infliAing an 
arbitrary punifhment upon them, and treating the innocent as 
offenders. It is not only highly cruel and nnjuft. Sir, but it 
rs extremely abfurd and ridiculous : for however expedient 
fome may think it to detain their pay, yet no one will venture 
to fay that it is juft utterly to deprive them of their wages ; and 
whenever they receive the pittance, the predominant appetites 
will be indulged. 

But I am inclined to believe, Sir, that the afts of riot and 
intemperance charged upon our lailors, are greatly exaggerated. 
A little awkward dancing and fportivc frolick, which make the 
chief of their amufements, furely do not merit fcvere animad- 
verfion. Their paftimes are rather noify than intemperate : 
and men who pafs the greateft part of their lives in labour and 
confinement, ought certainly to be indulged in the uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of their favourite recreations, during the 
Ihort time of liberty they obtain. To debar them from their 
darling amufements by detaining their pay, would be the 
greateft cruelty and difcoiuragement to the fervice. 

There is no doubt, however, but that feamen, as well as 
mankind in general, are too much difpofed to pleafure and pro* 
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fiifion. But the Bill before us is fo &r from fiirnifliing them 
with a frefh fupply to gratify their appetites, that it will rather 
tend to leflen their excefles, by withdrawing from them the 
means of extravagance by their own confent and-^oluntary 
aft. 

This will be effefted by the claufes enabling feamen abroad 
to remit their wages to their wives and families at home, and 
affording feamen at home, upon receiving their pay, an im- 
mediate opportunity of remittance to any perfon in Britain* 
By thefe provifions, the principles of duty, compaffion, grati- 
tude, and juftice to their families and friends will be en- 
couraged ; and the Bill, fo far from increafing the riot and 
debauchery of feamen, will produce the contrary effeft, by 
affording them the means of applying their pay to juft and 
worthy purpofes, which might otherwife be diffipated in folly 
and extravagance. 

It has been further obfervcd. Sir, that << the keeping the 
feamen's wages in arrear is a neceffary tie for retaining them in 
the fervice ; and that if we relinquifli this depoiit, by the 
prompt payment of their wages, the fervice will be detrimented 
by frequent defertions." 

Here it is obfervable, Sir, that this argument doth not deny 
the cruelty of withholding their wages, but juftifies it as a 
neceffary cruelty. But I beg leave to obferve, that whatever 
cffeft it may be fuppofed to have in retaining men in the fer- 
vice after they are entered, it may raife the greateft abhorrence 
againft their entering at all. 

Beiides, Sir, untU they have continued fome time in the 
fervice, and are liable to forfeit a coniiderable fum by defertion^ 
the praftice of detaining their wages can have no effedl what- 
ever. For while they are young in the fervice, and have little 
to forfeit, the fenfe of the ill-ufagc they are to fuffer by the 
detention of their wages, will incite them, at any hazard, to 
defertion. Of this propenfity we have the ftrongeft confirma- 
tion from the authentick accounts we have lately received of the 
numerous defertions out of the fhips at home only. 

There can be no doubt. Sir, but. that the regular and punc- 
tual payment of feamen's wages, and the privilege of making 
remittances to their wives at home, or, upon being paid at 
home, to any other perfons they think proper, will render the 
fervice far more grateful than at prefent, to fuch feamen as 
are endowed with the leaft portion of humanity, or feel the 
leaft concern for their wives and families. 

The eftablifhment of fuch privileges. Sir, will likewife be 
highly agreeable to the families and friends of all feamen 
y?'hatever ; and if we coniider how much m^n are under the 
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infl cncc of thofe with whom they arc connefted, it will 
manifeftly appear, that the Bill propofed would remove t;he 
principal obftruftions and avcrfions, which, at prelent, operate 
againlt their entering into his Majefty's fervice. 

It is notorious, Sir, that a great number of good feamen 
have lately refufed to enter into his Majeft/s navy, becaufe of 
the uncertainty of being paid their wages; and the dread, as 
they have alledged, of expofing their families, in the mean 
time, to beggary and famine. It has like wife appeared, Sir, 
in feveral inftances, that five or fix prizes have been taken by 
' the crews of particular fhips, and feveral payments of prize- 
' money having been diftributcd to them }n the courfe of a year, 
yet fcarce any men were lofl: by defertion out of fuch fhips, 
though they were all permitted to go on fhore, in companies 
of forty or fifty at a time. 

We may with good reafon. Sir, conclude from hence, that 
the keeping the feamen's wages in arrear, prevents a great 
many of the moft fober and ferviceablc men from entering into 
the Royal navy ; and that the fpcedy payment of their wages, 
with other indulgences, inftead of weakening any ties, which 
at prefent reftrain them, would create among them a general 
fondnefs for the fervice, and be the moft effeftual means of 
preventing defertion. 

But as experience, Sir, out-weighs fpeculation, this point 
will be beft determined by authentick accounts lately taken for 
the whole navy. In thefe accounts, Sir, the defertion from 
his Majefty's fhips for two years under quick payment of fea* 
men's wages has been compared with the defertion for two 
fimilar years under flow payment. From whence it is evident, 
notwithftanding what the Gentleman who fpoke laft has been 
pleafed to advance to the contrarv, that in the duennium of 
quick payment, when the debt for feamen^s wages was fmal), 
defertion was at the rate of two out of two hundred and thirty- 
fix men per month : whereas in the duennium of flow payment, 
it was at the rate of two out of one hundred and eighty-fcvcn 
men. That is, Sir, as many defertcd out of a fmall number 
under flow payment, as did out of a greater number under 
quick payment. This fufiSlciently demonftrates, that the keei>- 
ing a large arrear of their wages impaid, is far from being the 
proper means of retaining feamen in the fervice. 

It has been invidioufly infinuated, Sir, that, <* in confequencc 
of the provifions contained in the propofed Bill, an increafed 
profit will redound to the Treafurer of the Navy, by caufing 
more money to circulate through lii$ hands, under tUe fpecdier 
payment of feamen'? wages,*' 
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tt mtift giTe uncommon pain. Sir, to feeling mind% to find 
their moft worthy a As afcribed to ungenerous motires. TheT» 
however, who are converfant with the courfe of naval bufine»» 
know that the arrear of feamen's wages will not be brought aU 
together into the hands of the Treafurer of the Navy, to be 
lodged with him till demands for it fhall ariie : on the contrary^ 
it is to be received and paid by him in fuch portions, and at 
fuch times, as fhall be appointed by the Commiffioners of the 
Navy; wUch appointment, according to the eftabliihed rule, 
will not be made until equal fums are ordered by the Admiralty 
to be immediately put in a regular courfe of payment. Be- 
fides, Sir, the great fcope and tendency of the Bill propofed, 
inftead of aiming to'detain money in the hands of the Tr^urer 
of the Navy, is calculated to facilitate its fpeedier ifliie, by 
▼arious new proviiions, and the removal of many prefent ob- 
ftades : and it is demonftrable^ that a Treafurer of the Navy 
would be able to keep much larger fums in his hands, if fuch 
was his intention, under the regulations now fubiifting, than he 
could pofiibly retain by the propofed Bill under prefent con- 
fideration. 

With regard to the general arguments, advsmced againft the 
Bill, they are fo weak, that they ftand felf-confiited ; and the 
general objeAions to it are fo immaterial, that they do not re- 
quire difcuffion. The gentlemen have been pleafed to fay, that 
it contains no proviiions but what the Lords of the Admiralty 
have at prefent power to direft. But I beg leave to obferve, 
that it is the bufinefs of legiflators not to truft to what men 
may do, but to dkcd what they muft do ; not to leave them 
to their own inclinations, but to prefcribe their duties. 

As a free people. Sir, found policy direAs us to leave as 
little difcretional power as poffible in the hands of the officers 
of Government.^— No man can place higher confidence in thofe 
who at prefent fuperintend the naval department, or regard 
them with greater refpeft than myfelf ; but as their power is 
no more permanent than their lives, I fliould think it madnefs 
to truft the bufinefs of the navy to their well-known difcretion 
and integrity. 

One of the gentlemen has confefled, that the provifion in 
the Aft of Geo. 11. for the payment of two months in fix, has 
been remitted, as prejudicial to the fervice. It is needlefs to 
examine, Sir, how far fudi payment may be prejudicial ; but I 
imil be bold to affirm, that they who are directed to execute a 
bw, are not to judge whether the law is expedient or not. We 
do not allow of a difpenfing power in the Crown, and let us 
never fuffia* it to be excrcifed by a fubjeft. Praftices of this 
fort are of themfelves fufficient to determine us in favour of the 
Vol. VII. 3 P prefent 



473 



474 



APPENDIX. 

prcfcnt Bill, by which the duties of the officers in the naval 
department are prudently regulated, and particularly afcer- 
tained. In few words. Sir, the Bill feems to be wifely con- 
trived to promote the happinefs of the feamen, the benefit of 
the fervice, and the intereft of the nation in general. 

[Thefe arguments were anfwered by fome gentlemea in the 
Oppofition, whofe arguments were too immaterial to be re- 
peated : and the reafons urged in fupport of the Bill were fo 
cogent and conclufive, that it pafTed by a confiderable ma- 
jority.] 

In the third volume of tliis work, page 400, mention is made 
of a Bill having been propofed to explain and amend the 
Habeas Corpus Aft, together with a ftate of the extraordinary 
cafe and circumflances which gave rife to the Bill. Since 
the ];M-inting of that volume, the Editor has been favoured 
with a copy of the propofed Bill \ and of the fubflance of the 
arguments which were offered for and againft the BUL 

Draft of a Bill to explain and amend the Habeas Corpus AB^ which 
nuas propofed hut not paffed. [Thefirjl title of the Billnvas^^A 
Bill for thefitrther Security of the SubjeBs Liberty J\ 

. WHEREAS the writ of Habeas Corpus hath in all times been 
deemed to be the moft effedhial feciurity for the liberty of the 
fubjeft, againft every kind of wrongful imprifonment or re- 
ftraint : And whereas, any delay in the awarding or returning 
of fuch writ may be attended with the moft fatal confequences 
to the perfon under reftraint, and by reafon of fuch, delay the 
relief intended to be given may come too late for fuch perfon to 
be difcharged from his reftraint, or to receive any benefit 
from fuch writ : 

Be it therefore enafted, &c. 

That the feveral provifions^ which by an A£t, made in the 
31ft year of King Charles the Second, intitled, « An AA for 
the better fecuring the Liberty of the Subjeft, and for Pre- 
vention of Imprifonment beyond the Seas," are made for 
the awarding of writs oi Habeas Corpus m cafes of commitment, 
or detainer by legal procefs, ihall in like manner extend to all 
4:afes where any perfon fhall be confined or reftrained of his 
liberty, under any colour or pretence whatfoever^ although 
liot committed or detained for any criminal or fuppofed cri- 
minal matter by legal procefs. And that upon oath being made 
before the perfon or perfons impowered by the faid A6t to 
award fuch writs in the vacation time of any unlawful confine- 
ment or reftraint, an Habeas Corpus^ direfted to the perfon or 
perfons fo confining or reftraining the party as aforcfaidj ihall 
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be awarded and granted in the fame manner as is direfted, and 
under the fame penalties as are provided by the faid Aft in the 
cafe of perfons fo committed or detained for any criminal, or 
fuppofed criminal matter. And that the perfon or perfons be- 
fore -whom the party fo confined or reftrained fhall be brought 
by virtuejof anyjKi^^^/ Corpus granted in the vacation times under 
the authority of this Aft, lliall, within two days after the re- 
turn made, either difcharge, or bail, or remand the party fo 
brought as the cafe ihall require, and as to juftice fliall ap- 
pertain. 

And be it farther enafted, by the authority aforefaid. That 
whenfocver any writ of Habeas Corpus granted on the behalf of 
any party fo confined or reftrained without a commitment for 
any criminal, or fuppofed criminal matter, ftiall be ferved upon 
the perfon fo confining or reftraining fuch party, or ftiall be 
left at the place where fuch party fhall be fo confined or re- 
ftrained, the perfon fo confining or refhaining fuch party fhall 
make retiu-n of fuch writ, and bring, or caufe to be brought^ 
the body or bodies, according to the command thereof, within 
the refpeftive times limitted, and under the provifions pre- 
fcribed by the faid Aft to fherififs, and other ofiicers, in cafe 
of commitment or detainder for criminal or fuppofed criminal 
matters, by legal procefs j and every fuch perfon neglefting, 
or refiifing fo to make return of fuch writs, or to bring, or 
caufe to be brought, the body or bodies, according to the 
command thereof, within the times refpeftively limitted, and 
under the provifions prefcribed by the faid Aft to fherifts and 
other officers, fhall, for the firfl oflfence, forfeit to the party 
grieved, the fum of loo/. and for the fecond offence the fum 
of 200/. 

And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefiud. That 
the feveral penalties inflifted by this Aft, fhaU be recovered by 
the party grieved, his executors or adminiftrators, againft the 
offender, his executors or adminifh^tors, in like manner as the 
penalties inflifted by the faid Aft are to be recovered. 

And be it further enafted, by the authority aforefaid. That 
if any aftion, plaint, fuit, or information, fhall be conunenced 
or profccuted againfl: the perfon or perfons, for what he or they 
fhall do in purluance or execution of this Aft, the fame fhaft 
be commenced within months after the ofience com^ 

mittcd : and fuch perfon or perfons, fo fued in any court what- 
foever, fhall and may plead the general ifiue, not guilty \ and 
upon any ifiTue joined, may give this Aft and the fpecial mat* 
ter in evidence ; and if the plaintiff or profecutor fhall becozxxe 
nonfuit, or forbear further profecution, or fuffer a difcan- 
tinuance, or if a verdift pafs againft him, the defendant fhaU 
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recover cofts, for which they ihall have the like remedy ^ 

as in any ca£e where cofts by the law are given to defendants* 

Arguments for the Bill* 

However liberty may have been abufed by the treachery of 
pretended patriots on one hand, and the Ucentioufnefs of an 
unruly multitude on the other, we ought not therefore to grow 
cool in our concern for this ineftimable blefling, which is^ iQ 
fome degree, the common end of every focial inftitution. 

There is not a civilized nation upon earth, which has not 
fome kind of provifion to fecure the perfon and eftate of the 
fubjedt; at lead from the violence and encroachments of 
. others of equal rank with himfelf. Where the Government is 
moft defpotick, flaves are not fubjeA to the opprelfion of any 
but their own mafters. 

But under a free Government, like oius, the laws in defence 
of liberty are various and exteniive. In our conftitution, inch 
laws do not only bind the common and lower dafs of peoplei 
but every degree and order in the ftate : fo that no man's lU 
berty can be legally reftrained any farther than the law dire£b^ 
for the welfare and prefervation of the whole community. 

In conftru6tion of law, we are all conunons alike, and equally 
entitled to protedion. Such as do not inherit wealth, are 
neverthelefs heirs to freedom ; and they who have no other 
property, have a property in their liberty : indeed fuch, above 
all others, may be thought to have the beft title to liberty, 
fince it is the only valuable enjoyment to which they can lay 
claim. 

It is eilential to liberty, that no man fhall be obliged to a£k 
or fuffer, but in conformity to, and by the dire^en of known 
laws ; and indeed all ftates, of what nature or origin tot^er^ 
have neceflarily this one fundamental principlCf that the per- 
ions and properties of its fubgefb are to be fbee from any 
wrongfiol or illegal encroachment of any other futje^ 

Tet, notwithftanding this umver(ally acknowledged piin« 
dple, and though our anceflors have eftablifhed the wiieft and 
moft noble inftitutions for our fecurity, yet we oAen find tmrn 
felves reduced to the neceffity of renewbg our claim, and of 
flruggling for the recovery of oqr rs{^ wi privileges firom 
the hands of ufturpation. 

This neceffity, Sir, recurs in the prefent occafion. The caft 
of one unhappy man, out of many, who was torn by violence 
from his family, friends, and occupatiout and perplexed with 
doubts and difficulties on his application ibr a Hsiems Corfm^ 
has been the means of bringmg before us the Bill now under 
Qonfideration* 

TU 
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Theperfon> Sir, thus vkdeiitly deprived of hblibertjytru 
feized in order to be forced into military fervice as a foot iiri* 
dier ; under colour of a late Ad of Parliament for the fpeedy 
and effectual recruiiing of his Majeft/s forces : by which cer- 
tain magiflrates are authorized and empowered, within their 
feveral limits, to raife and levy fuch able-4xHiied men, as did 
not follow any lawful calling, or had not ibme other lawful and 
fufficient fupport, to ferve his Majefty, &c. and to comimt 
them to clofe cuftody till properly difpofed of; the men fo 
ImprefTed being made liable to all the penalties of martial law 
in cafe of defertion. 

This A£l, Sir, neverthelefs contained a fpecial provifo, that 
every perfon having any vote in any county, city, borought 
town, port^ or place^ fhould not be liable to any fuch compnl* 
ikm* 

It will beneedleisto comment on the propriety of thisAA^ 
which did not pafs in filence, and without oppofition : a pro* 
teft of twentv Peers is ftill extant, who exprefled their diflent 
to it. It wiU be fufficient for my prefent pnrpofe to obferve^ 
that the unhappy peribn under confinement was fuppofed not 
to bewithin the defcription of this A£b, though profecuted with 
all the rigour imaginable* 

Being without (^her remedy, he applied for his Hakas Corpus^ 
as a writ of right to which every fubgeA was entitled. Upon 
this application. Sir, a doubt arofe, concerning the conffa-uAion 
of the fbtute of 31 Charles II. commonly called the Habeaf 
Cearpas Ad. 

That ftatute made provifion only for the relief of the King's 
fubje£b committed for criminal or fuppofed criminal matters : 
and as the prifoner, as well as others confined by virtue of the 
Prds A&f was free from every criminal imputation, it was con* 
tended that he could derive no benefit from it. So that hii 
Innocence, which, accorcUng to reafon and nature, fhould 
plead in his behalf, became a ground for doubting whether he 
was entitled to that relief in law, on which fuppofed criminals 
snight infifl* 

ui difcttffing dus doubt, Sir, it will be nccefiary to confidei^ 
in the firfl place, the extent of the fafa^edt's original claim ta 
liberty \ and in the next, how far this claim is deftroyed or 
abridged by any l«w now in being. 

To proceed with more order and perfpicmty, it will to 
^eceflary to recur to Magna Cbartaj the firfl: written law wMch 
contains a folemn recognition and confirmation of thofe ri|^9 
mid privilmes cftd)Ufhed by the fandamental or comwrn bw 
if the tondl 
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The moft material claiife relating to the liberty of the fub- 
jeft, is that which follows : " No freeman fhall be taken or 
imprifoned, or diffeized of his freehold, or liberties, or free 
cuftoms, or be outlawed, or exiled, or any other ways de- 
ftroyed ; nor will we pafs upon him, or condemn him, but by 
the lawful judgment of his peers (that is, his equals), or by the 
law of the land,'* 

The words of this claufe. Sir, feem to be very explicit. Ne- 
^erthelefs, by forced conftruftion and mifreprefentation, they 
were perverted in aid of tyranny and ufurpation : which put the 
fubject under the neccflity of obtaining a further explanation 
and confirmation of their rights. 

The advocates for tyranny, in the reign of Charles I. con- 
tended that the law of the land included a new kind of law 
of their own creation, which they called State Law ; and they 
argued, that by virtue of this law the King and his Council 
had a right to imprifon the fubjeft, without fpecifying any 
caufe of commitment. 

Under fanftion of this diabolical doftrine, Sir, the moft 
daring praftices were committed. It is well known, that five 
gentlemen, being under imprifonment for not contributing 
their quota to the loan, having brought their Habeas Corpus 
in the King's Bench, were feverally remanded^ the court 
doubting whether they were bailable, or not. 

Thefe lawlefs and unconftitutional proceedings, Sir, raifed 
that fpirit in the lloufe of Commons, to which we probably, 
owe the prcfervation of our ineftimable rights, and occafioned 
them to come to the following bold and noble refolutions, 
which ought never to be forgotten. 

*^ That no freeman ought to be committed or reftraincd in 
prifon by the command of the King, or Privy Council, or by 
any other, unlefs fome caufe of the commitment, detainder, or 
reftraint.be exprcfled, for which, by law, he ought to be com- 
mitted, detained, or reftrained. 

•< That the writ of ,Haheas Corpus may not be denied, but 
ought to be granted to every man who is committed or detained 
in prifon, or otherwife rcftrained, though by command of the 
King, the Privy Council, or any other. 

•* Thmt if any freeman be committed or detained in prifon,or 
otherwife reftrained, by the command of the King, the Privy. 
Council, or any other, no caufe of fuch commitment, detainder, 
or reftraint being cxpreffed, for which by law he ought to be 
committed, detained, or reftrained, and that the fame, be 
Ectumed upon Habeas Corpus granted to the faid party, then 
he ought to be delivered or baUed.** 

Thefe 
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Thefe r^olutlons. Sir, with many others, formedtke Smfim 
Petition of Right, and were the fubje£^ of many curious de» 
bates between the Lords and Commons. 

In defence of the King's arbitrary proceedings, it was argued 
by fonie of Lords and the King's Council, that in crimmal 
cafes he might commit without procefs ; and that it was hard 
he fhould not have the power of a common conftable, who 
might commit without procefs. They affirmed, that tlie King 
was not obliged to exprefs the caufe of imprifonment, left 
fome matter of ftate fhould by fuch means be difclofed, which 
might alarm confederates, and aftbrd them an opportunity of 
cfcaping tlie hands of juflice. 

• They iniifted farther. Sir, that it was amanifeft contradiftion 
to fay that a party imprifoned ought to be delivered or bailed : 
for that bailing iigoified a kind of imprifonment ftill continued^ 
delivery, a total difcharge : and they contended, that bailing 
was an a£t of grace and favour in a court of juftice, which 
might be refufed, 

To thefe cobweb arguments. Sir, the Commons oppofed 
this folid reply. They obferved, that by procefs was un- 
derilood the whole proceedings of the law, which included the 
power of conitables and all inferior magiftrates. As to the 
danger of difcloiing ftate fecrets, and affording confederates an 
opportunity of efcaping, by fpecifying the caufe of impri- 
fonment, they very juftly took notice, that fuch dangers mieht 
be avoided by fpecifying a general caufe, fuch as treafon, fulpi- 
cion of treafon, or felony, without expreffing the particulars of 
the Oiience ^ which general fuggeftion, faid they, can give no 
greater light to a confederate, than the very apprehenfion and 
imprifonment of the par^y will convey, vrithout any expreffion 
whatever. 

As to bailing. Sir, they remarked, that where a commitment 
was by command of the King, or the Privy Council, it had 
been ufual for the Judges, out of refpeft, not to fet the party 
free immediately, but to bail him to anfwer what fhall be ob- 
jected againll him on the King's behalf: but that if any other 
inferior officer commit a man without fpecifying the caufe^ 
tliey inftantly difcharge him. 

The brave Commons, Sir, further obferved, that though, 
bailing is an a£l of grace and favour in the court in cafes of 
felony and other crimes j that yet, where no caufe of impri- 
fonment is returned, but the command of the King, there is 
no way of difcharging fuch perfons by trial, or by any other 
means but by Habeas Corpus ; and if they fhould be remanded 
by the court, they might be perpetually imprifoned, without 
any remedy at all ; and confequcntly, a man who had com- 
mitted 
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mitted no ofiencci would be in a more deplorable fitoation tlian 
an attrocious offender : at the latter would be difcharged by a 
trial of courfe, and the former might remain without any hopea 
of a difcharge at all. 

Here^ Sir^ give me leave to apply this argument of the 
Commons to me prefent cafe i and to obfervei that a man 
taken into cuftody by virtue of the Prefs Aft, will, if excluded 
the benefit of the Habeas Corpus Aft, be in a more lamentable 
condition than the vileft criminal. Every malefaftor is certain 
of a trial in due courfe of law, whereby he may be difcharged | 
but an imprefled man, under the exdufion before mentioned^ 
may be imprifoned for life* 

Every illegal confinement of a man againft his irill, is in 
reafon and law an imprifonment. Perhaps a military im* 
prifonment. Sir, is of all others the moft fevere and dangerous. 
It is ftrange and melancholy to refleft, that in a country, we 
may fay the only country, which has liberty for its princijA^ 
a man fhall be torn from his friends, funily, and occupation^ 
tranfported into a foreign coimtry, perhaps exiled for Ute, and 
expofed to all kinds of danfi;ers and hardfliips. It is ftrange^ 
I (ay, Sir, that a law (hould exift in any country ib oppome. 
to the avowed principle of its conititution : but it is (banger 
fiiU, that a man, who perhaps is able to prove that he is not 
an objeft doomed by that law to fuch fevere fer^ce, Ihould 
neverthelefs have an opportunity of making good his ex- 
emption. 

But I perceive, Sir, that I am anticipating my arguments* 
and that my digreflion violates that order which pm|>icuit7 
requires. The reafons which I have above ftated, as offered 
by the ComuKXis, were too cogent to be invalidated by the 
fophiftry of the Eling's advoca'tes, and themfelves were tO(> 
reiolute to be frightened at the found of prerogative. 

It is almoft needlefs to obferve, thajt by their wifdom and 
rdblution they prevailed on the King to give his Royal affent 
to this famous petition \ which, by that means, obtained the 
form and efieft of an Aft of Parliaunent. 

The fubjcft's right to liberty. Sir, was thus once more 
folly eftablifhed ; and the mexD^gof MagnaCharta^ was clearly 
explained and fettled in the courfe of this conteft. Hie writ 
of Habeas Corpus was allowed to be a writ of right : and it was 
determined, that upon the return of the Habeas Corpus^ thepartjr 
ought to be difcharged, unlefs fome caufe of commitment or 
detainder was exprefled, for which, by law, he ought to be 
committed or reftrained ; or bailed, where it was donbtfol 
whether a legal caufe of comnutment or detainder exifted or 
not. 

Upon 
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Upon this footing, Sir, the law refted for fome time. Tho 
abettors of ufurpation could no longer controvert the ful;)jed^9 
claim to liberty, but they endeavoured to evade it. They 
could npt difpute the right, but they contrived tp delay tlxq 
remedy. The party, Sir, to wliom thcfe writs of liabeas Qorpus 
were direfted, were not bound to take notice of the firft, or 
fecond, but were punilhable only in cafe of difobcdience to the 
third. To thefe affected delays, artifices were added : pri* 
foners were removed from one gaol to another, fo that it was 
difficult to difcover them : in fliort, every method was devifed 
to render the profecution of the Habeas Corpus, as tedious ai^ 
uncertain as poflible. 

Our progenitors however did not remain long Under th? 
weight of this grievous opprcffion. Though thefe delays ancj 
artificer were praftifed in an aera which was very unfavourable 
to liberty, yet they had the addrefs to obtain the paffing of 
the ftatute commonly called the Habeas Corpus A£l> which i$ 
.the ftrongeft fortrefs of our liberty. 

The title of this Aft, Sir, is very obfervable : it is cntitle^^ 
.* An Aft for the better fecuring the Liberty of the Subjeft." 
The preamble likewife is not lefs remarkable. ^' Whereas 
.(fays the Aft) great delays have been made by (herifis, gaolers^ 
and other officers, to whofe cuftody any of the King's fubjc^ 
have been committed for criminal or fuppofed criminal m^tr 
ters, in making retiu-ns of writs of Habeas Corpus to them 
direfted, by (landing out an Alias or Pluresy or fometimcs 
more, and by other ffiifts, ^c. contrary to their duty and the 
known laws of the land, whereby many of the Kong'^ fubjeft^ 
have been, and hereafter may be Ipng detained in prifon^ 
for the prevention thereof, and for the more fpeedy relief <rf 
all perfons impriibned for any fuch criminal or fuppoied cri- 
minal matters, be it enafted," &c. 

After this reciul, Sir> the ftatute provides, '' That whcnfoevcr 
any perfon or perfons fliouUl bring any Habeas Corpus^^ di- 
refted to any fheriff, gaoler, minifter, or other perfon whom.- 
foever, for any perfon in his or their cuftody, and the fai4 
writ ihould be fo ferved on fuch officer, or left at the gaol^ 
fuch officer. &c. ihould (under the penalty of loo/. for the 
firft offence, and 2oq/. ;uid incapacity to hold his oftice, for 
the fecond) within three days after fcrvice thereof, imlefs the 
commitment were for treafon or felony plainly and fpecially 
cxprefled in the warrant of commitment, upon payment or 
tender of the charges of bringing the prifoner up, X.o be af- 
certained by the judge or court who awarded the writ, and 
upon fecurity given for the party's going back, and not efcap- 
ing, if remanded, make return of fuch writ, and bring the 
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body of the party fo committed or reftrained, before the Lord 
Chancellor, &c. or fuch other perfon before whom the faid 
writ was made returnable, according to the command there- 
of; and likewifc then certify the caufes of his detainder and 
imprifonment, unlefs the place of confinement were above 
twenty miles diftant from fuch court, &c. but if above twenty 
miles diftant, and within one hundred, then within ten days; 
» and if abo\ie one hundred miles, then within twenty days, and 
not longer." 

And the ftatute, Sir, further provides, << That if any perfon 
fo ftanding committed or detained in vacation time, other than 
perfons convift in execution, or any one in his behalf, com- 
plained to the Lord Chancellor, or Lord Keeper, or any one of 
his Majefty's Juftices, either of the one Bench or the other, or 
the Barons of the Exchequer, of the degree of the coif, the faid 
Lord Chancellor, &c. or any of them (upon view of the copy 
of the warrant of commitment or detainer, or otherwife upon 
oath made, that fuch copy was denied to be given by the per- 
fon in whofe cuftody the prifoner was detained) are authonicd 
and required, under the penalty of 500/. upon rcqucft maae 
in writing by fuch perfon, or any one on his behalf, attcftcd " 
and fubfcribed by two witnefles, who were prefent at the de- 
livery of the fame, to award a Habeas Corpus under the feal of 
the faid court whereof he fhould be then one of the Judges^ 
to be direfted to the officer, &c, in whofe cuftody the perfon 
fhall be, returnable immediately before the Lord Chancellor, 
or fuch juftice, &c. who fliould difcharge him from his im- 
prifonment, taking his recognizance for his appearance, unlefs 
he fhould appear to be committed for matters not bailable by 
hw." 

Now, Sir, it is evident, that this Aft was made in affirmance 
of the fubjeft's liberty, and, as the title imports, for its better 
fecurity. It was. not intended to abridge or extend any prior 
right, but to give a more fpeedy remedy for the recovery of 
a fubfifting and acknowledged right, whenever it fhould clunce 
to be invaded. 

This, therefore. Sir, as a remedial Aft, ought to be con- 
ftrued liberally ; fo as to afford relief in every cafe which falls 
within the mifchief intended to be redrefled. It is true, that 
the Aft, confidered literally, confines the remedy to perfons 
confined for criminal, or fuppofed criminal matters; but it b 
clear, that thefe words were only ufed to difluiguifh the 
the Habeas Corpus intended to be granted by this Aft, from 
the Habeas Corpus ifluing in civil cafes with regard to perfons 
under confinement fqr debt. 

If the conftruftion of this Aft, Sir, is narrowed to its literal 
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fenfe, it will not only be repugnant to the principfes of Iaw» 
which eftablifh the rule, that all remedial AAs fhall be con- 
ftrued beneficially, but it will militate againft the di^tes of 
the law of nature and right reafon. It would be very ftrangc. 
Sir, that the Aft fliould afford relief to perfons under con- 
finement for criminal offences, and at the fame time deny 
that relief to fuch as fhall be confined without being charged 
With any offence at all. A law, Sir^ which fhould place inno- 
cence in a worfe fituation than guilt, would fliock the under- 
fbnding even of a favage. But happily the principles of our 
law do not admit of fuch barbarous interpretation : it is laid 
down as a fundamental maxim by one of the greateft fages 
that ever adorned the bench of jufiice, that Afts of Parliament 
mufl be conftrued in fuch a manner, that no innocent man 
may receive damage by a literal conflrudtion : and unlefs this 
maxim governs in the prefent cafe, numbers of innocent men 
taken under the Prefs Aft, though particularly exempted by 
the words of that Aft, will be deprived of the means of pro- 
curing a legal difcharge, and will thereby fuffer irreparable 
damage. 

Befides, Sir, in conftruing Afts of Parliament, we fhould 
confider how the law flood before the making of the Aft* 
Before the making of the Aft, all perfons whatever, not com- 
mitted for treafon or felony, &c. had a right to their Habeas 
Corpus \ and this Aft, which, as appears by the title, was made 
for the better fecurity of the fubjeft's liberty, could not mean 
to leffen the efficacy of a right exifling by common law ; but, 
as the preamble flates, was only calculated to give a more 
fpeedy remedy for the recovery of thofe right:; which were 
thereby affirmed. \ 

Having thus. Sir, examined how far the objeftis unier con- 
fideration have a right to fpeedy relief from the words of the 
Habeas Corpus Aft, expounded according to the legal rules of 
confbruftion, and coniidered as relative to the common law 
of the land, and antecedent flatutes j permit me now to take 
a view of the Prefs Aft, and fee whether the fubjeft's right to 
relief againfl wrongful imprifonment or confinement is thereby 
defeated or abridged. 

This Aft, Sir, iiripowers certain magiflrates to levy men, 
with particular exceptions to fuch as follow lawful callings, 
or have fufficient fupport, as likewife to voters. Now this 
frame of the Aft is fo far from abridging any prior right which 
the fubjcft had to his Habeas Corpus^ that it rather confirms it 
by implication. For to what purpofe are thofe cxprefs favings 
and exceptions of the general right to liberty to particular 
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perfom, flich as voters, &c. unlefs fuch perfons hav6 a re- 
medy, and the moft fpccdy one too, of making good their 
exemption. 

It is well known. Sir, that unlefs they have benefit of fhtf 
Habeas Corpus Adc^ they mufl be entirely remedilefs. For if 
they are left to fhcw their exemption, according to the dilatory 
method of proceeding before that Aft, they may be deprived 
of all relief: they may be tranfported abroad: as the fervicc 
IS indefinite, they may he banilhed for life : nay, they may be 
cut off with the fword, or perifh by various modes of de- 
ftruclion. Dreadful calamity ! that men who arc free by the 
fundamental laws of the land, who are complimented with 
freedom by the exemption of a particular Aft, fhould, ncvcr- 
thelefs, be inhumanly deprived of a right to liberty, fo fo- 
lemnly acknowledged : for want of right, and want of remcdyi 
h in ctFcft the fame thing. 

The reafon, Sir, of extending the benefit of the Habeas 
Corpus Aft to impreffed perfons, is fo obvious, that it would 
be unpardonable in mc to dwell any longer on the expedience 
of fuch cxtenlion: they feem entitled to it both by the legal 
HitiA equitable conftruftion of that ftatute : but as perfons of 
diftinguifhed abilities, and untainted integrity, have enter-- 
{ained doiibts concerning the interpretation of it, it is juft that 
they fhould be removed, and that the flatute fhould be explained 
by publick authority, fo as to give the intended relief, and di- 
f eft its operation, conformable to its title, for the better fccu* 
tity of thfc fubjeft's liberty. 

There is no doubt. Sir, but that every Englifhman has % 
right to the writ of Habeas Corpus in all cafes of confinemefit 
or reftraint. Even in thofe times when the mofl unjuflifiable 
encroachments were made on the liberty of the fubjeft, this 
doftrine was never denied. 

In the 29th year of King Charles II.'s reign. Sir, in the very 
memorable caufe of the Lord Shaftcfbury, when he and twa 
other Lords were committed to the Tower, by the Houfc of 
Peers, for contempt of that Houfe, and had obtained a writ 
of Habeas Corpus ; the caufe of detainder was argued at the bar 
by Serjeant Maynard, and the King's fs!ttomtj and Solicitor 
General, in fupport of the return ; but not one of them dif- 
^uted the Earl's right to the writ : on the contrary. Winning* 
ton, the Solicitor General, admitted in cxprefs terms, '* That 
the Court was obliged in juftice to grant the Habeas Corpus* 

As, therefore, there can be no doubt concerning the fub- 

jeft's right to this writ at common law, why fhould he not have 

^n opportunity of obtaining the benefit it provides, in tbe moft 

fpeedy and effeftual manner, agreeably to the Habeas Corpus 

% Aft 
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Aft of Charles II. ? Why ihould he be left to purfue his re- 
medy in the dilatory and ineffeAual method in ufe before the 
making of that ftattite ? 

It is true. Sir, that at the paffing of that ftatute the prao 
tice of preiling was happily unknown. But as the Prefs A€t 
has created a legal caufe of imprifbmnent, which did not exift 
before, and as it contains exceptions (though perhaps partial 
ones, with refpe£t to fome favourite objedb), it is highly juft 
and reafonable, that all perfons excepted fhould, in this cafe 
particularly, have the moft fpcedy opportunity of pleading 
their claim to liberty; or the exception in their favour is ab- 
furd and nugatory, and they may be illegally doomed to the 
lofs of freedom, and perhaps of life. They are moft certainly 
within the mifchief intended to be redrefled by that AA, and 
therefore have a right to the fpeedy refief it provides. 

In the Great Charter of our liberties, Sir, vire find thefe 
words, « We will not deny or defer to any man juftice or 
right." In this, and mdeed in moft inftatices, to defer juftice 
is in h£t to deny it. To do juftice is an indifpenfible duty; 
the obligation to do it fpeedily, is not lefs bindifig. To per- 
mit a moment's oppreffion, b unpardonable injuftice. 

In fhort, Siri unlefs the benefit of the Haleas Corpus A€t 
Is extended to the obje^bi in queftion, the reftri£tion will 
amount to a repeal of Magna Ctarta, in the moft efiential 
point now remaining with regard to the fubjeft*s liberty. The 
Prefs Aft is of it^lf fufficiently un£ivourable to freedom. 
It contains odious diftinftions between voters and non-voters. 
Diftinftions unknown to the Great Charter, that folemn re- 
cognition of the fundamental laws of the land-^that law, 
which, fince the abolition of villainage, declares us all fireenoan 
alike. 

Let us not, therefore. Sir, extend the hardfhips of the Prefi 
Aft, by an inhuman reiftriftion of a remedial Aft. Let the 
confervators of the publick liberty remember the oppofition 
which was made to the paffing of that grievous ftatute|f^1taid 
recolleft the proteft now extant againft it. Let them confider 
that freedom may be undermined, as well as ftormed j and let 
them be as cautious to guard agairil the filent progrefs of fubtle" 
encroachments, as zealous to oppofe the bold attempts of 
violent ufurpation. 

For my own part. Sir, 1 think that, under the prefent ftat* 
of government, there is more to be apprehended from artifice 
than force : the laws, therefore in fivour of liberty, cannot, 
in my opinioti, be too plaid and pofitive : atid I hope that the 
Bill notf before us wiU pais with genend unan]mity« 

Arguments 



486 



APPENDIX. 



Arguments agalnji the BilL 

It is \rith the highcft reludlance, Sir, that I rife upon this 
occafion, as I am thoroughly apprized how ungrateful an at- 
tempt it niuft be, to argue in oppofition to a Bill, which, as 
the title at Icaft imports, is calculated for the further fecurity 
of the fubjeft's liberty. 

Since this Bill has been depending. Sir, we have heard 
nothing but the echo of liberty from all quarters. But while 
we follow the found, let us take care we do not lofc the fub- 
flance. 

I am as anxious for the prefervation of this ineftimable 
bleffing as any Membeir here prefent ; but I am perfuaded that 
the fanguinc patrons of this Bill are miftaken in their views, 
and that the pailing it into a law, will rather weaken than 
add ftrength to publick freedom. In fupport of this opinion, 
I Ihall briefly confider the fubjeft on the principles of the law 
of right reafon, on the grounds of the common law, and on 
the footing of the Aft of Queen Anne. 

By the law of reafon, oir, I cannot conceive a right t© 
liberty in individuals, repugnant to the good of the whole 
community. Such a particular right, when dangerous or de- 
flruftive to the general freedom, would oppofe the end of all 
political inftitutions. 

Legiflative policy. Sir, takes in its comprehenfive view the 
good of focicty, not of individuals : it declares no one free, 
merely as a man, but as a citizen. As men, we are in a flate 
of nature ; as citizens, we are connefted in fociety, and be- 
come members of one commonwealth. Therefore, all the 
rights we claim, and all the duties we owe, are in our poli- 
tical capacity as citizens, and muft be confldered as relative to 
the good of the whole. 

Viewed in this light. Sir, it is evident that no man what- 
ever can fupport a claim to liberty inconfiftent with the publick 
good, however ftrong liis title may be which he derives from 
the law ; yet whenever the common welfare requires it, he 
muft reiign that title, or the ruling powers may legally deprive 
Tiim of it. 

Thus, Sir, every citizen's claim to liberty feems to fland om 
the principles of right reafon ; and I will be bold to infifl, 
that the grounds of the common law reft on the fame foun- 
dation. 

It is well known, Sir, that originally the fubjefts of this 
kingdom had not an equal title to freedom. Many were in 
a ftate of abfolute bondage \ and the benefit of the daufe in 

Magna 
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Magna Chartay quoted by the Gentleman who fpoke laft, is ex- 
prcfsly confined to freemen only. 

But it has been faid, that, iince the abolition of villainage, 
we are all freemen alike* This propofition I fhall not con- 
trovert 5 but r beg leave to difpute the inferences which have 
been drawn from it. 

It may be neceflary however to obferve, that villainage did 
not neceflarily imply bondage. Though the tenift-e was fer- 
vile, yet the perfon of the tenant was often free : and many 
freemen held under the cuftom of certain manors, by villain 
iJrrvices, who were not properly villains. I mention this, Sir, 
to reftify a vulgar miflake, and to fhew, that the ftate of the 
tenant did not neceflarily follow the nature of the tenure : fo 
that many who held in villainage, might neverthelefs be en- 
titled to the benefit oi Magna Charta^viYncli fpeaks of freemen 
only. 

In determining the rights of fuch freemen, fo far as they 
relate to the prefent queftion, it may be proper to confider the 
ancient ftate of property. The general ftate of property was 
anciently divided into allodial and feudal. 

The feudal tenants were bound, by the nature of their 
tenure, to do military fcrvice, by attending their lords per- 
fonally, or by fubftitute, in the wars. The allodial or free 
tenures, though they were not bound by their tenures to do 
military fervice, were neverthelefs obliged, by tax or afleft 
ment, to contribute towards the defence of the kingdom. 

This general obligation, Sir, upon all men, is altogether 
agreeable to the rules of the ftrifteft juftice. Men enter into 
fociety in order to be fecure and protected in their perfons 
and property : and it is but juft that they fliould be ready 
upon all occafions, in fome Ihape or other, to aft in defence 
of that fociety, from whence they derive fuch fecurity and 
proteftion. No man can in confcience defire to be protefted 
by the whole, unlefs he in his turn is willing to exert him- 
felf for the good of the whole. 

Here permit me to obferve. Sir, that the fundamental law 
of the land does, in this refpeft, exaftly correfpond with the 
law of reafon, which declares that no man can fupport a claim 
to liberty in prejudice of the publick good j but that he ought 
to refign his right, or may juftly be deprived of it, whenever 
the common fafety demands it. 

This being the cafe. Sir, upon the footing of the law of 
reafon, and the fundamental laws of the kingdom ; allow me 
to confider how far the Aft of Queen Anne, commonly called 
the Prefs Aft, deviates from, or oppofes, either of thefe efta- 
bliihed principles. 

Here, 
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Here, SLr, ^vt me leave to infift, diat the AA of Queen 
Anne is ftri£tly founded on thofe rational and legal principles, 
which I have juft now flated to this Ailembly. By that Aft, 
for the better recruiting his Majefty's land forces and marines, 
«« Juftices of the Peace and Commiflioners of the Land Tta3t 
are empowered to meet, and any three of them, to raife and 
levy<all able-bodied| idle, and diforderly perfons, who cannot, ' 
upon examination, prove themfelves to exercife and induftri<> 
ouily follow fome lawful trade or employment, or to hare - 
fubftance fufficient for their fupport and maintenance, to ferve 
his Majefty as foldiers ; with an exprefs exemption of every 
one who has a vote for Member of Parliament." 

Now, Sir, what new hardihip does this Aft impofe upon 
the fubjeft ? We find, that by the law of reafon, and th^ 
common law pf the land, every man is bound to defend the 
ftate, either in his perfon, or by his purfe. The Aft there- 
fore obliges no one to do more, than, by t;he fundamentali of 
the conftitution, he is compelled to perform. 

None, Sir, by this Aft, are to be prefTed into military fer^ 
vice, but << fuch as cannot, upon examination, prove thenw* 
felves to exercife and induftrioufly follow fome Lawful trade or 
employment, or to have fubflance fufficient for their fuppost 
and maintenance.'' Men under this defcription are not in a 
capacity to defend the flate by means of their property, and 
« therefore they are reafonattly and lawfully bound to ferve their 
country in their perfons. 

The Aft, Sir, feems to be framed with extraordinary ten- 
idemefs. The objefts of it are only idle and diforderly perfons, 
who do not follow fome lawful occupation. Certainlv it is 
rather a benefit than a grievance to the nation to prefs fuch 
jnen into military fervice, who cannot fail to be dangerous to 
civil fociety. The celebrated Machiavel tells us, that it if 
good policy to purge the commonwealth of fuch pernicious 
jaembers. 

As to the cxprefs exemption, Sir, in favour of voters, I am 
furprifed to hear gentlemen, who ftand up as advocates lor 
liberty, arraign this as an invidious diftinftion. By the la,w of 
^ hnd, every man who has pofieffions to a certain value, has 
a right to give his vote for the eleftion of Members of P^- 
liament. He is looked upon in the ^ye of the law as a man 
of property ; and is therefore entrufted with the privilege of 
chuiing his own reprefentative, for the prefervation and Secu- 
rity of fuch property. 

Had the Aft indifcriminately fubjefted thefe men to be 
prefled as foldiers^ it might indeed have been confidered as 
arbitrary and oppreffive. It would have been in faft an open 

violation 
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Violation of the fubje£b Irirthright. For they who, in con^ 
ftrudtion of law, are deemed men of property, by being prefled 
into military fervice, might lofe their right of appointing 
Members of Parliament to guard their property ; and would 
confequently be depriycd of that fharc in the government 
which the conftitution allots themi by means of their repre* 
ientatives. 

But they Who have no jproperty, have no injury done them. 
They have not^ either in law or reafon, any £bare in the ad«* 
miniibration of the government : and the AA therefore does 
not deprive them of any privilege* 

The reftriftion which it lays upon their liberty, by obliging 
them to ferve as foldiers, is no rcftraint. It is what they 
were before liable to by the law of the land ; and the Aft 
only points out a particular mode of enforcing their fervice^ 
under particular circumftanc^. 

As to what the Gentleman, who fpoke laft, was pl^ed to 
obferve, that <* they who have no other property, have the 
ftrongeil property in their liberty )" I admit his doftrine, but 
I beg leave to. fay, that he is miflaken in his application of it. 

" Liberty," according to his own definition, and I allow it 
to be a juft one, « confifts in not being obliged to do or liiffer 
jtny thing, but under the direftion of known laws." No\^ 
the objefts of the Prefs Aft fufferno violatioh of their liberty ; 
fince, as I obferved before, it compels them to no other duty 
whatever, than fuch as they were reafonably and legally bound 
to perform before the making of that Aft« 

To fay that a perfon wrongfully taken, contrary to the ex- 
ceptions of the prefs Aft, has no opportunity o/ pleading his 
exemption, is to mifinterpret and mifreprefent the exprefs 
words of the Aft. All perfons taken under the authority of 
that Aft, arc to be examined before the Juftices of the Peace 
and Commiffioners of the Land Tax, or any three of them j 
before whom, fuch as arc illegally prefled, may prove that they 
are not within the defcription Of the Aft. 

It is plain from the penning of this Aft:, that the Legiflatiu-e 
intended, that fuch examination fhould be laid before the 
Juftices of the Peace and Commiffioners of the Land Tax, 
and no others s and, indeed, if appeals were fuffercd to the 
fuperior courts of law, the end of the Aft would be entirely 
fruftrated. 

In criminal cafes. Sir, it is juft to grant a Habeas Corpus j that 
the party may be admitted to bail till the iffue of the caufe is 
determined. No one is injured by this indulgence. But in 
the cafe of aii imprefled man, the iflue, or point in difpute, is 
perfonal fervice } and if this is to be afgertained in a tediout 
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courfc of litigation, by appeal to the fupcrior courts, the oc- 
cafion for which his fervicc is required, may be loft before* 
the iiTue is determined. 

I will fuppofc an inftance, Sir, wliich has lately, and proba- 
bly will often happen : I will fuppofe that men are wanted, 
immediately to go upon an expedition, which muft owe its 
fuccefs to difpatch in the execution. In this cafe, if every 
one who is preflcd has a right to appeal to the King's Bench, 
to decide whether or not he is a proper object within the 
meaning of the A6t, the occafion for which he was preffed 
may, by fuch delay, be irrecoverably loft, to the irreparable 
prejudice of the ftate, and the decifion become totally im- 
material. 

It therefore fhewed great wifdom in the Legiflaturc to leave 
this point to be determined in a fummary way, before the Juf- 
tices and the Commiflioners. And I am of opinion,^ thatic 
would be of ill confequencc to the nation, to take this jurif- 
di^lion out of their hands. Such is the ftate of the law. £ 
will now beg leave, Sir, to argue againft paifing the BilU 
upon the footing of particular inconveniences of a more private 
nature, which will attend it. 

It is highly expedient, Sir, in many cafes, more clpecially 
for the fake of family government, that perfons in fubordinate 
capacities fhculd be fubjeft to realbnable confinement, by the 
luthority of thofe to whom they are under immediate fub- 
je£tion, as wives to their huibands, children to their parents, 
and fervants to their mafters.. 

If the provifions of the Habeas Corfms Aft arc indifcrimi- 
nately extended to all cafes whatever, it may happen that a 
wife, under juft reftraint left Ihe ihould violate the honour 
of her family, may, by means of this writ, procure her en- 
largement, and throw herfelf into the arms of a profligate 
adulterer. 

A daughter likewife, Sir, under the fame circumftances of 
reftraint, only to preiJervc her from vice and infamy, may,, by 
procuring this writ, fatally procure her liberty, and facrificc 
herfelf in marriage to fome worthlcfs fuitor, or proftitut^ her 
perfon to fcaft the appetite of fome abandoned gallant. 

A rcfraftory and idle apprentice. Sir, who may be alfo un- 
der moderate confinement, left he fhoiild dcfert the duties of 
his fervice, may, by fuing ou this Habeas Corpus^ be fee at large, 
and put in a capacity to run away from his maftcr, and totally 
to forfakc his calling, to which he was bound for his future 
fupport. 

In all thcfe cafes, Sir, and many others of the like nature, it 
is moil advifeablc to leave the granting of the Habeas Corfrtts to 
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the difcretion of the court. Should it iiTue in the manner 
propoied by the Bill under prefent coniideration, it might en- 
courage applications with no other view than to trouble and 
harafs the parties to whom it may be dire£ted^ and put them to 
A Qeedlefs and unjuft expence. 

Befides, Sir« inconveniences will not only arife to privatie 
perfons, but the publick in general may become fufferers bjr 
the pT(ypQfkd exten^on of the Habeas Corpus AA. 

I Will fuppofe^ Sir^ that one* on behalf of a perfon on board 
an mfe£led ihip performing quarentine> fhould ap[^y for a 
Itaieas Corpus under the pro^iiions of this A&, to procure his 
friend's enlargement. In fuch cafe, the A6t being pofitive, I 
know not what could indemnify the party, in cafe of difobedi- 
ence, in not bringing him up ( and if he &ould be brought up^ 
Xhe noxious coniequence is too obvious to be explained. 

I mud confefsy Sir, that in whatever light I view this Bill, 
I do not fee any foundation for paffing it. I do not think that 
the particular inftance now before us, of a man fuppofed to be 
illcgaiiy impreffed, contrary to the defcription of the Prcfs Aft, 
has fufficient weight to determine the merits of the matter now 
«*nder debate. 

I could, in this refpeft, aid the gentlemen on the other fide 
of the queflion, by citing a more remarkable inilance in the 
perfon of one formerly ImprefTed as a foidier, on account of the 
ineannefs of his apparel, who afterwards proved an ornament to 
the feat of judgment, as Lord Chief Juflice of England. 

But thefe rare and uncommon inil^ces, which may happen 
once in a century, are not a fuffident warrant for making an al- 
teration in the law, which would be produftive of fo many in- 
conveniences, both of a publick and a private nature. 

If they who are entrufted with the execution of the Recruit- 
i]>g Aft, fhould now and then take perfbns not liable to be im- 
.prefTed within the defcription of that Aft, yet the perfons fb 
taken will be generally found to have been rambling at an im- 
proper hour, or to have been in fome diforderly and fufpicious 
circumftant es : they are, for the mofl part, fuch as are dragged 
out of gaming-houfes, or brothel:;, or apprehended in fom^ mid- 
night riot. 

I would not infinuate, however, that becaufe they are taken 
in thcfe circumftances, thaj: therefore they are compellable to 
fcrve as foldicrs. However, fome in particular may be proper 
objefts for fuch fervice ; yet if they are not defcribed as fuch in 
the Aft, they have an unqueflionable right to exemption. 

But in fuch cafe. Sir, they are not without remedy : for if 
they are not within the defcription of the Aft, they may obtain 
their difcharge upon examination before the JuiUces of the 
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Peace and Commiffioners of the Land Tax, who arc the proper 
judges conftituted by the Legiflature. 

For thefc reafons, Sir, I ani entirely againft paffing the Bill. 

The Reply. 
I muft acknowledge, Sir, that the gentlemen who have 
fpofccn in oppofition to the Bill, have displayed a great deal of 
learning and ingenuity. But I cannot forbear observing, that 
the pains they have taken to embellifh their arguments, be- 
trays the weaknefs of their caufe ; for a profusion of ornament 
is rather calculated to difguife, than illuftrate truth. ^ 

However happy they may have been in fhewing their own ta- 
lents to advantage, they have by no means been fortunate in ex- 
hibiting a true ftate of the matter in queflion. They have fct 
put in. error, and all their fpecious reafonings, and profound 
fubtleties, have ferved only to draw them a greater diftance 
from the real objefts of the prefcnt enquiry. 

The gentlemen have entered into a great deal of abftrufc 
and ancient learning, with regard to the fubjedf s original claim 
to liberty at common law : they have talked much of the an- 
cient ftate of property, and told us, that it was formerly di- 
vided into feudal and allodial ; and that in both thefe tenures 
the tenants were obliged to contribute tpwards the defence of 
the ftate, either in their perfons, or by their pxurfe. 

They have been pleafed to add likewife, Sir, that this obliga- 
tion at common law, is agreeable to, and conformable with the 
law of right rcafon, whicn declares that every man ought to be 
compelled to aft for the defence of that fociety from which he 
receives protcftion and fecurity. 

All thefe pompous proportions, Sir, I may fafely admit, with- 
out any prejudice to the caufe I endeavour to fupport. For I 
hope to make it appear, that the inferences which the gentle- 
men have dra'wn from them, are in no degree whatever appli- 
cable to the point under confideration. 

Pardon me the vanity of obferving, Sir, that I have taken 
fome pains, as well as the gentlemen, to ftudy matters of an- 
tiquity. As they have thought proper to have rccourfe to 
feudal learning, it will be neceiFary for me likewife to recur to 
that ancient fyftem of policy: and I (hall draw the materials of 
my argument from the fame fountain, though I Ihall give a 
different courfe to the ftreams of knowledge. 

Thefe gentlemen have faid truly, that the feudal tenants 
were originally bound to fcrvc in the wars, either in perfon, 
or by fubftitutc. But they have not thought proper to take 
notice under what circumftances fuch fervice was obligatory, 
or to inform us to what limits it was reftraincd, or to what 
patent pf tii^^e it was confined. As the gpntlcmen have de- 
clined 
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dined fuch explanations, I beg leave, fo far I am able, to (bp« 
ply the omifnons, and to coiSider the original obligations to 
military fervice. 

Here it will be neccffary for me to obferve, that in William 
the Norman's time, the diftinftion between feudal and allodial 
tenants was, in moft rcfpefts, taken away, and all tenures be^* 
came feudal. Neverthelefs, the diftindlion, as to fomc pur- 
pofes, may be faid to have remained; for though all tenures 
were then of a feudal nature, jct Ibme were held by uncertain^ 
others by certain fervices. 

The uncertain fervices were performed by the tenant's attending 
his lord in the wars, either in perfon or by fubftitutei and this 
attendance was confined to a certain number of days, never 
exceeding forty, fomctimcs twenty, or ten, according to the 
quantity of his eftate. The certain fervices confifted of a 
certain fum of money fet upon the tenant, in proportion to his 
eftate, in lieu of military duty: which may be confidcrcd in 
the nature of the aiTefTments upon the allodial tenants. 

It appears therefore. Sir, that anciently all military fervices^ 
whether by tenure or afTeillnent, were limited in point of time, 
and were not indefinite as in the cafe of men taken under the 
Prefs Aft. 

But this is not all. They were not bound at that time to 
ferve but in cafe of a war ; and by an Aft of Edward III. it 
was provided, « That no man fhould be diftrained or urged, 
againft his will, to go out of his county.** Now a ftate of war 
in thofe days, was not determined by the King's proclamation, 
or by making an inroad into France, or by any foreign cam- 
paign whatever ; but by the fudden coming of new and ftrange 
enemies into the kingdom ; in which cafe the courts of jufticc 
were fhut up, and when they were open it was deemed a time 
of peace. 

It is evident from hence. Sir, that the fubjeft could for* 
merly be compellable to aft in the defenfive only. This Ihews 
the weaknels of the gentlemen's arguments, and proves them 
to be no ways applicable to the point in queftion. They have 
faid truly, that, by the ancient law of the land, and by the 
law of right reaibn, every man was bound to aft for the de- 
fence of the State from which he derives proteftion : but I 
have Ihewn that no one was anciently bound to aft, but in cafe 
of an aftual invafion, and then only for a limited time. 

Now it cannot be pretended, that the men taken under 
the Prefs Aft are within this predicament. They arc taken, 
according to the ancient definition, in time of full peace, when 
the courts of jufticc are open, and every thing quiet in the 
kingdom ; fo that as to them, the cafe does not exift, from 
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the gentleman's own reafoning, wherein the ftate may law- 
fully demand their fcrvke, or forcibly deprive them of their 
liberty. 

Be^des, Sir, imprcflcd men may be forced out of their 
country j they may be fent out of the kingdom ; nay out of 
Europe. They are liable to ferve likewifc for an indefinite 
time ; inftead of being limited to forty days, their fervice may 
continue for as many years ; fo tliat upon the whole, every 
thing that the gentleman has faid with regard to the law of 
reafon, and th ancient law of the land, is totally foreign to 
the prefent confidcratxon. • 

Indeed the qucftion ut prcfcnt under debate, is not concern* 
ing the legality of prefling men in general. Though impref* 
fed men were formerly volunteers j and were faid to be im* 
prefied, becaufe, as the word imports, they received advance 
money, in confideration of their being always ready for fcrw 
vice ; yet tlie Prefs Acl having declared it lawful to force pai> 
ticular objedh into the fervice, it does not become us to difpute 
the legality of tlie practice. The fole queftion now, therefore, 
is, whether the pcrfons within the exceptions of that Aft, have 
not a right to the moft fpeedy remedy for the recovery of their 
liberty, when wrongfully reftrained. 

The gentlemen have been pkafed to fay, that fuch as are 
wrongfully taken may obtain their difchargc upon examination 
before the Juftices of the Peace and Commiflioners of the 
Land Tax : and they inflft, that the Legidature intended to 
'give them a fummary jurifdi^tion without appeal. 

But they are unhappily miftaken, both in point of law and 
faft. Every limited power does in itfelf imply an appeal to 
fome fuperior judicatory; and it is againf^ the fundamental 
principles of our law to delegate a power without appeal in the 
firft inftance. Now the power of the Commiffioners is limited, 
not difcretlonal : and if they exceed their authority by taking 
perfons excepted in the A6t, fuch perfons are without remedy, 
if they have not the benefit of an appeal : for, in that cafe, the 
authors of injuflice would be the fole judges in their own caufe. 

It will not be difputed but that feveral, not within the defcrip- 
tion of the A61, have been impreiTed, fuch as voters, journeymen, 
and others, having fufiicient for their fupport : and if they 
could have obtained a difcharge from their illegal confinement 
in a fummary way before the Juflices and CommifEoners, tliey 
need not have been at the great trouble and expence of fuing 
out writs of Habeas Corpus^ 

It is manifeft, however, that the Legiflature did not intend 

to give any fuch fummary jurifdiAion. It is a maxim in law, 

that an t^d without negative words, ihall not repeal the com- 

I mon 
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mon Iaw» or any precedent A^ Now the Prefs Aft» Sir, ia§ 
no negative words, which defeat or abridge the right of appeal 
which the fubje£t claims at conunon law^ or on the footing of 
any prior ftatute. There can be no doubt, therefore, that the 
perfona in queftion have a right to their Habeas Corptu at com- 
mon law J and no valid reafons have yet been urged, or can, I 
prcfume, be offered to fhew why they fhould not be entitled 
to it in the fpcedy manner as prefcribed by the Habeas Corpus 
Aft. 

It is true, that the gentlemen's fertile imaginations have fup- 
pofed a cafe, where an expedition may be retarded, and the 
ftate receive irreparable injury, while perfons impreffed arc 
fupporting their claim to exemption in a courfe of tedious liti- 

Stion upon a Habeas Corpus. Bat this objcftion, however 
btle, is by no means folid ; for the real objcfts of the Aft, 
that is, " idle and diforderly perfons, who have not fuificient 
for their fupport,** will not be able to bear the expcnce of fuing 
a Habeas Corpus \ neither will perfons in fuch a mean and indi« 
gent condition, find it poffible to get fecurity for their not 
efcaping (if remanded) as required by the Habeas Corpus Aft. 

And they have thought proper to enumentte many terrible 
inconveniences which they apprehend will follow the free 
HTuing the writ of Habeas Corpus. Wives, they fay, under rea- 
fbnabie confinement, for the fake of family government, may 
be fet at large, and caft themielves into the arms of an adul- 
terer : daughters, they obferve, under the fame circumiUnces, 
may obtain their liberty, and throw thcmfelves away in mar- 
riage, or fall viftims to prol^itution \ apprentices, likcwife, they 
tell us, may gain their freedom, and run away from their 
mafters. 

To be fure. Sir, thcfe would be dreadful accidents ! but, in 
the name of common fenfe, am I, as a member of the publick, 
to be deprived of my right to liberty, becaufe my neighbour 
may chance to have a iallacious wife, a rampant daughter, 
or an unruly apprentice ? Suppofe the writ of Habeas Corput 
fhould now and then be iflucd in frivolous cafes, and where 
family government is not carried beyond the bounds of juftice 
and difcretion ; I fay, fuppofe it fhould fometimcs be fubjcft 
to this abufe, is not every remedial procefs in all, even in civil 
cafes, liable to the like, if not much greater abufe ? And wa5 
it ever held a fufficient reafon againft granting a general power 
or right of redrefs, that the exercife of that right might in par- 
ticular cafes be abufed, and be accidentally produftive of an 
inconvenience to individuals ? 

But, in fiift. Sir, thefe horrid inconveniences can never 
arife ; and tliey exift only in the gentlemen's terrified imagi- 
nations : 
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nations : for fhould the benefit of the Habeas Corp/she extended 
in the manner propoftd by the Bill, yet wives, daughters, and 
apprentices, or any others claiming the benefit of it, will not 
be fet at large to purfue their own corrupt inclinations, but 
muft give fecurity that they will return, in cafe they arc rc-i 
niandcdi 

As to the fuppofition, that the penalty of the Aft may be 
incurred by difobeying a writ direfted for bringing up a perfon 
infefted out of a ihip performing quarantine, or the infeftion 
propagated by obeying it, it is too jocular to require ferious re- 
futation ; for all accefs to fuch fhip, in order to the fervicc of 
the writ, is imprafticable* 

In few words, Sir, imlefs fubjefts, reftrained of their liberty^ 
have the benefit of the Habeas Corptts Aft, all provifions of 
the law in their favour are nugatory and void j they remain 
without that fpeedy relief to which every freeman is entitled ; 
and have no redrefs for the injury done them by illegal con-^ 
finement, but by aftion-'of falfe imprifonment^ which in fome 
cafes will not lie« It cannot be brought by a wife againft her 
hufband ; and in the cafe of an imprefied • man, he may be 
knocked in the head before he can profecute it« Indeed^ in 
moft cafes, the poverty or fubjeftion of the parties confined^ 
in comparifon with the wealth or power of the perfons by 
whom they are confitied, renders it imprafticable or imprudent 
to commence this aftion, which, at laft, can only procure da^ 
mages, and not a releafe from confinement. 

Did no other reafons influence my judgment, I fhould think 
thefe fufficicnt. Sir, to juftify my concurrence with the firienda 
of the Bill : and I agree with them that the Habeas Corpus Aft 
fhould be extended to every commitment or reftraint of liberty 
whatever, but iii thofe cafes which they have properly ex* 
cepted. 

This extenfion, Sir, feems abfolutely neceflary to fecure 
us againfl the tyranny of our fellow fubjefts, which is, of all 
others, mofl to be apprehended : for the mild fVflem of go- 
vernment purfued fince the Revolution, affords leis appearance 
of any infringement of liberty, by the Crown, or any fuperior 
judicatory, than by private perfons, and fubordinate jurifdiftions^ 
I therefore freely give my afTent to the BilL 

Notwithflanding the arguiftents urged in fupport of this Bill, 
it was neverthelefs rejefted by z great majority. 
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Pococke, Sir G. thanks to, iv. 104, 119 
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— — the war in Flanders, ii. 25 
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■ obfervations on, iv. 208 
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difputes with, v. 213, 244.' ' 
Stamp Aft, American, iv. 251, 288, repealed 34 
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